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when stomachs are too well nourished
~and giving each to drink a cup of
vinegar and water in which floated a
few depps of added oil

Then he pointed to a large palmettn
bale that stood on the waist deck
near the mainmast about which the
powder bharrels were stacked,

“That pannler,"” he sald, “‘seems to
me oddly in the way vonder, Were
it not better to bestow it in the hold,
where It will cease 10 be an encum-
brance in case of action?"

Sakr-el-Bahr experienced a  slight
tightening at the heart. He knew
that Marzak had heard him command
that bale to be borne into the poop
cabin, and that nnon he had ordered
it to be fetched thence when Asad
had announced his intention of sailing
with him. He realized that this in
ftzelf might be a suspicious circum-
stance; or, rather, knowing what the
bale contained, he was too ready to
fear suspicion. Nevertheless he
turned to Marzak with a smile of
some disdain,

“I understond, Marzak, that thou
art sailing with us as apprentice.”

“What then?" quoth Marzak.

“Why merely that it might become
thee Dbetter to be content to ohserve
and learn. Thou'lt- soon be telling me

how grapnels should he slung, and
how an action should be fought.”
Then he pointed ahead to what
seemed to be no more than a low
cloud bank townrds which they were
rapidly swimming before that friend-
Iy wind. “Yonder,” he said, “are the
Halearics,. We are making good
apeed.’”

Although he said It without any

ohject othey than that of turning the
conversation, vet the fact itself was
sufficiently remarkable to be worth a
comment. Whether rowed by her two
hundred and fifty slaves, or sailed un-
der her enormous spread of canvas,
there was no swifter vessel upon the
Mediterranean than the galeasse of
Sakr-el-Bahr. Onward she leaped now
with bellying lateens, her well-
greased keel slipping through the
wind-whipped water at a rate which
perhaps could not have been hettered
by any ship that sailed.

“If this wind holde we shall he
under the Point of Aguila before sun-
set, which will be something to boast
of hereafter,"” he promised.

Marzak, however, seemed byt in-
differently interested: his eyes con-
tinued awhile to stray towards that
palmetto bale hy the mainmast. At
length, without another word to Sakr-
el-Bahr, he made his way abaft, and
flung himself down under the awning,
beside his father. Asad sat there in
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the moment was ill-chosgen, and at the
first words he uttered on the subject

he was growled Into silence by his
gire

“Thou dost but vojee thine l"\\.’II-I
malice,"” Asad rebuked him. “And 1
am proven a fool in that I have per
mitted the malice of others to urge
me in this matter. No more, | say.’

Thereupon Marzak fell silent and

sulking, his eyves ever following Sakr
el-Bahr, who had descended the three
steps frum the poop to the gangway
nnd was pacing slowly down between

the rowers' henches.
The corsair was supremely ill at
easge, aAs a man must be who has

something to conceal, and who begins
to fear that he may have been be
trayed. Yet who was there could
have bhetrayved him? Rut three men
aboard that vessel knew his secret—
All, his lieutenant; Jasper, and the
Italinn  Vilitello. And Sakr-el-Bahr
would have staked all his possessions
that neither All nor Vigitello would
have betraved him, whilst he was
walrly confident that in his own in-
terests Jasper also must have kept
faith, Yet Marzak's allusion to that
palmetto bale had filled him with an
uneasiness that sent him now In quest

of his Italian hoatswain whom he
trusted above all others

“Vigitello,” sald he, "ig It possille
that I have been bhetrayed to the
Hasha?"

Vigitello looked up sharply at the
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question, then samiled with confldence,
They were standing alone by the bul-
marks on the walst deck.

“Touching what we carry _\nml--r‘."'l

quoth he, his glance shifting to the
bale, “Impossible, If Asad had
knowledge he would have bhetrayved it
before we left Algiers, or else he
would never have salled without a

stouter hodyguard of his own."
“What need of hodyguard for him?"
returned Sakr-el-Bahr, “If it should
come to grips between us—as wel it
may if what I suspect be true—there
{s no doubt as to the slde upon which
the corsairs would range themselves,”

“Is there not?" quoth Vigitello, a
smile upon his swarthy face. “Be not
S0 sure. These men have most of
them followed thee Into a score of
fights. To them thou art the Basha,
their natural leader.”

“Maybe. But their allegiance be-
longs to Asad-ed-Din, the exalted of
Allah. Did it come to a choice be-
tween wus, thelr faith would urge
them to stand beside him in spite of
any past bonds that may have existed
hetween them and me."”

“Yet thera were some who mur-
mured when thou wert superseded in
the command of this expedition,”
Vigitello informed him. "I doubt not
that many would be influenced by
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R e e this vartlonlas | S8 Most damnably and pity yourself
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i. color and that while he was in the|and that is my chief regret. I would GuEss \oues
8 throes of creation he recelved the|vou had my thews to keep you allve
same inspiration from wearineg differ-|in this floating hell’
ent hued lounging robes that some “I tell you I care nothing for my
| men might receive from a fine paint.|®¢!f," lLionel insisted. “What have
] ihg o a beautiful symphony of vou done with Rosamund i
| musle. “Will it surprise you to learn that
I bave plaved the gentleman and
And going past the IHiprodrome TJ':"I"\IIIH:! 'I'[‘II“II..-I!I 1 I. ri”:.”..l:rr:. ':l”l‘m1
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I chanced to meet Mark Leuscher,|ijonching at the very theught. “You b
the manager, “Come with me.” he hound!"
{ sald—and he led me through tunnels “Why nbuse me? Could T have .
| and runwayvs to back stage, In aldone more? And with a lanugh he —— -
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their tricks. They were waiting for [ A

their cues and as [s their custom they
always “do thelr stuff.”" The trained
elephant has the true pride of ecalling.
He rehearses without his master.

Whenever 1 hear a man say he
is without wanity T look upon him
with a tinge of distrust. The artist
with his lounging robes and the ele.
phanta off =stage dolng their tricks
are highly Hluminative of the vanity
that touches us all A cervlain an
cestor aof mine once won a skillet at

A county falr for heing the homeliest

man in the county and those who
know him say I very much resembhle
him. Yet there are times when 1

And myself doing a little solo drama
hafore the mirror and at such times
In my own eyes I am very easy on
the retina. To the world T am any-

thing but begutiful but in the privacy .

hefore  the

my momernts,

of my houdols mirro

the

taking eritical

I shall never forget Lime

velrs

many
arn when I wias
of myselfl in a
strange clty. The blinds nit
drawn and when [ chanced to look
ncross an areaway n group of men
playing poker had stopped to gather
at the window and watch me, All
were amiling.

Fifth Avenue and Forty-second
atreet Is New York's great estuary.
All the glamor, color and movement
of a great elty nre epltomized, It is
the world's bazar., Here s what T
saw during a five minute walt for a
chunge of traffic lHghte: A velled wo
man with a white walking stick. A
hatless man wearing a blue smock. A
man wearing a derby with a snow
white band A western cattleman
with a wide brimmed hat A chorus
glri smoking Anid a white
Nussion wolfl with u jeweled

note mirror in a

were

a clgaret

hound
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