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‘THE SPIDER AND THE LIE

I_Therc's Manv a Slip T wixt
Ammonia and The Cup

By OCTAVUS ROY COHEN

Nlustrated by BERT SALG

S

EXPHRESSION of unalloyed
decordated the ebony fea-
tures of Semore Mashby at sight
of the crowd which eddied Impatient-
ly about the entrance to the rambling
fraeme siructure across the road, To
his ears came the soothing symphony
of silver and the eyves of the emaciat-
ed little negro as he grew
more certalnly certain that this latest
and riskiest-—of his business ven-
tures whs receiving the of
suceess,
llis eyea were focused upon the or
tiate ®lgn which hung above the por
tnls of the ex warehouse!

glistened

accolade

NAGAMRA TALLS SWATING RINK
“aeovd Skates for Good Scouts”
Tome & Injoy the Poettry of Motlon

Constant Musie
Admisaion Fifty Cents Whether You
Is or Alnt Got Skates

IPROF ZERO HHARRIS
Waorld Champeen Colored Skater
Vil Glve Modernte lessons at

Moderate Pricces,

From within eame the mournful
wall of a ence-proud orchestrion, now
svdly In need of the ministration of
soma kindly mechanie. This was ac-
cempanied by the rhyvthmic srssssh-
shirrsh of wooden-vollered skates upon
the well chalked floor,

The floor was a whirling mass of

color, Birmingham's very bestest col
ored sgociety was represented by an
overwhelming majovity, giving mute

testimony to the fact that the recrud-
escence of the skating craze had
awept the clty by storm,

Semore’s gnze feasted upon the rev
elers and he felt his money pocket
growing heavier In anticipation.

Now the orchestrion wheezed away
to a slckening pause, then burst forth
afresh In a voar of jazz. As as an
afresh In n roar of jazz, At as an
the floor and a lithe and graceful fig-
ure zipped to the center and con:
torted itself into a merles of amazing:
figures.

At the ecrest of the wave of popu-
larity which had, greeted tha return
of roller-gkating rode Professor Zero

Hlarsis, until recently a stranger In
the clty.

Zero Harriz eould skate. He whirled
and piroutted upon one wheel; he

spun and glided and zipped ahmp the
smooth  floor like a blackblrd on
wheeln,

Zero'a personality had put across
the Niagara Falls venture just as his
unflagging optimism, combined with
that personality, had persuaded the
canny Semore Mashby Inte making
the necessary original investment,

Zero Harris, it appeared, had la-
bored for many years in and around
gkating rinks at the time when the
rollar sport was at its szenith, He
eama to Birmingham with the idea of
securing a position in his profession
of bLarbering but an acquaintanship
with Semore Mashby, reputed to be
the wealthiest man of color in Birm-
fngham, and his old love for the rink
sport, prompted him to nndertake the
task of Interesting the Mashby capl-
tal In the venture,

It required all of Zero's spellbind-
fng art, and a readiness to risk A
large percentage of his own modest
capital, to bring Semore (n. They
divided the expense of equipment,
which, unider the terms of copartner-
was owned in common. The
builing had been secured by Semore
—a. pamblag structure in the re-
cesses of which Mr. Mashby had con-
ducted a desultory warehouse busi-
ness for & number of years,

But now as Semore surveved the
scene of jollity he found in his lieart
a sentiment whiche was not entirely
happiness. Fach skater represented
B0 cents to the Mashby eye and Se-
more felt within himself keen regret
that only a molety of that sum Wwas
finding its way into his own p-)l-i:-"l.
It annoyed him that Professor Harris
was sharing the financial success of
the enterprise.

Too, thers 'Wwas & more personal
angls to Semore's reluctance to share
his profits with Zero Harrls, And
that angle was even at the moment
gliding out onto the floor, hahds
putstretched toward Zerd,

Miss Ammonia Mims had for some
time been the apple of Mr, Mashby's
matrimonial eyve., He Wwas pleased
by har reputation for frugality and
domestie nalertness, Nor was her
beauty entirely wasted upon Semore.
He had proceeded methodically about
his eourtship, quite eonvineed that
any moment he cared td lay his for-
tuna at her fest she would plunge
willingly into the matrimonial sea.
And so =he most probably would
Aave dons had not Professor Zero
Harris appearad.

Ammonia ranked as the best skater
among the colored feminine cltizenry
and that dlstinction marked the bond
ot friendship between herself-and
Zero.

The nrchestrion stumbled to a halt,
Zero and his lady friend glided the
length of the floor and paused before
the thin figure of the coowner of
the Niagaran Falls, They were pal-
pitant with the joy and excitement of
the moment.

“Kvenin'. partner.'

"1, Zere.” ‘Then, with his most
radiant =smile, “An’ how you is, Miss

Ammonia?" .

She dimpled bewljehingly, “Tol'a-
ble, thank you,"

From the other wlde of the floor
came u terrific erash and a shrill,
plaintive  feminine  volce <'Mistuh
Haryis vpoh! Professor lHarris!™

Zora was off lke a streak, but
when the fuly Ammonia would have
pursied Bl Semore detained her.

e ¢ minute, Ammonia, 1 craves
to male tnlk with you."

i I, Brother Mashby. Shoot."

“I's about that Zero feller, Am-
monin: howw rome you to bhe so In-
trusted in him?”

A blush of pals lavender suffused
her choeks, “Aw! you g'wan, Mistuh
Mashby, I ain't instrusted In Zero
Harrle"

Her cov manner gave the lla o her
words and Semore was not pleaged
“You suttinly ae's like he wams the
fundest mnn you is of.” 4

“Afn't he yo' partner In the Niag'ra
Falls ap' ain't vouwall two mukin® a
heap of money?"”

Homore sgulrmed,  This was rub
Mg M In with a vengeance, i
Yeoro's stock soared high with the

young lady by reason of thelr copnrs

hlulhlpf

“Ife ain't no kind of A man fo' yon
to ke ma'lage with, Ammonia. He
ain't nothin' on'y & shif'less, none

. ' g rvrn - -
i 1 -2 r“.. e bty W B, Wy O b B B -~

thinkin® skater which If I hadu’'t been
good him off in this
rink business, he woul'n’t hahidly have
a joh™

An he dlsgcerned the Aving Aguve of
Zero Marvls once agaln in
Ammonia, he turned away with a last
bitter fling of advice—"You 4 tralp
=in' round with Zero 'canse yvou think
he has got something’,
nio

enough to staht

search of

Ise tellln’ you
w he ain't got nothin' an' he's 1l'ble
to lose that."

Zero elalmed her, and, with arms
linked, they sped away into the mass
of skaters,

The Niagara ¥alls skating rink was
a welter of merviment and prospecity
Above the rhythmie whir of skate
wheels and the valiant cacophony of
the orchestrion, Semore Mashhy coulid
hear the clink of money as it tinkled
into the hox-office cash drawer, the
reglster ot the softdrink concessign,

And each eventaboveactual expenses
Semore was dividing with the de-
honair young professor who repald
him by dazzling the young lady whom
Semore had marked out as his own,
True, each had furnished an equal
share of the money which provided
the equipment and Zero was working
without salary—having merely a mod
est drawing account to tide him over
until the day—three months from the
opening of the rink—when they
should make thelr first financlal ac-
counting and divislon of profits; bhut
Semorae felt that without his support

the enterprise would have died
a-bornin’,
Finally an {dea came to him and

he merged Into the night that he
might walk a long distance and re-
flect upon thim plan to restore what
he conceived to be the equitles of the
zituation,

Meanwhile Zero Harrls Injected the
full radiance of his ingratiating per-
sonajity in the effort to hewitch the
marvelous Ammonia Mims. Ammo:
nin Uked the young gentleman and
mads no bonem ahout 1t. Only the
annoyvance of her recent scens with
Semore Mashby disturhed the serenity
of thelr contentment.

more Marhby savs' inslsted Zero.
“Aw! Zero, . . ., But Semore is a

pow'ful man In Bummin'ham."
“Shuh! He ain't got a thing but
money.,'"
“Money counts."

“Tse glttin' money, too. Sweelness,
[.ookit all these folks In heah at four
Lits each. Two bits out of each ad-
mission goes to me after espenses is
taken out, Also I an' Semore gita a
split fum the hot-dog an' sof'-drink
cencensions, Ise gwine make a heap
of money in this rink. Sugar-foot;
an' when I does s0 1 Is gwine ast a
suttin' young lady will she leave off
her, job of stenographing fo' Jawyer
ivans Chew an’' take a position
lookin' after my house."”

“You hush!"

The following morning Mr. Mashby
presented himself at the offioe of
Lawyer Fvans Chew,

The suite of offices oecupled hy
the erudite enlored attnrney wers at-
tractiva In the extreme. A ground-
glaise door opened from tha hallway
into a large and alry anteroom in
none corner of which was & near.
mahogany typewriter deak where sat

the trim figure of Miss Ammonia
Mimas.
“Mawnin', Ammonian."

“Mawnin', Mistuh Mashby."

“Has Lawyer Chew come in yet?"

“He'll be heah mos' any minute,
Won't you be—

The door was flung open and Law-

ver Fvans Chew breexed into the
room. The attorney was In fine
fettle,

“What T can do vou for this

mawnin’, Mistuh Mashby?"

OUnce closeted with the lawyer In
the latter's mahognny-furnished of
fice, Semore outlined a certain finan-
clal deal which almed at the financial
destruction of Professor Zero Harrls,

“In the fust place, Tawver Chew,
yon know that T an' Zero 1= In
partnership with that skatin' rink."”

“1 i aware of that sallent fac',
Brother Mashhy,

"Wa have been runnin' six weeks
an' wa ain't dua tn setila up until
the and of th'ee monthe, That means
slx weeks mo' befo' we ham an ac-
counting. In other words, except
that he has a Arawin' aceount, Broth-
er Harrim don’t know where he i= at,
n'r neither he won't know until us
settles, Now T alms that when he
fins' out where he Is at, he won't
ba there'

Chew rubbed tha palms
hands togsther unctiously, “Preceed,
Brother Mashhy; preceed. Tt hegins
to sound llke you exhiblted yo' per-
cepliona when you sillecied me as yo'
altorney."

UTUw thisaway." explalned the Jitile
mit, "The bulldin' that the Nlag'ra
Falln rink Is in war one which | hos
used am A warehouse fo' snbout th'ee
veurs. The business never amounted
to much an’ not on'y T pald 220 n
month fo' same, but T aln't never
had no lease, jest rentln’ fum monih

of his

to month, Now what T ecraves (s
this; that yot should get me n five
veah lease at 320 A month or even

256 dues the owner think maybe the

.

T
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what

I hoes

more’'n
satne.

propitty {s wuth a litel
he has gettin o'
voir understand?™

Deres 1

1 has a vast comprehension,”

“Also, Lawyer Chew, 1 craves that
frother liavis don't Kknow  nothin
about my takin' owt this lease.”

“You alm= fo' him to think you had

it all the thne?”

CReacly."”

There wous conshlerally more con
veraation befure the smaller man de
parted. e made his way to his own

nusty, dingy sanctum where he gave
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the hot-dog stand In the far corner.

“Don't you worry 'bout what Se-l‘nornelf much pleased. Quite deliber-

(. P . -

110 per cent of hls attention to the
task of evading the usury laws of
Alamaba,

Meanwhile, having set In motlon the
machinery which he hoped would
eventually macerate Mr. Zero liarris,
he forgot the affair in the twin Inter-
ests of his courtship of Ammonia and
his pursult of additlon lucre to add
to his healthy bank accounts. And so
immersed was he in both that until
the storm burst he was unaware
of the fact that fate had stepped in

and dealt him a royal flush from a
cold deck

Fate's emissory in this partlcular
case was no less a personage than

Migs Malissie g hevse, ane of the most

bewltching of Darktown's belles,
Mallissia was there on all eounts.
She wax bullt on generous lnes

which, however, remained In econtrol;
and she was inelined to ha a vamp.
"Tha covetous eve of Miss Cheese
had llen upon the trim figura of
Prof. Zero Harris and she found

ately, tHerofore., Malllssie set about
tha task of apprapriating Zero to her
own uses, She staried hy paying
him a bonus price for private les-
sons—glven publicly. And Zero, be-
ing a good business man, fell Into
the trap. e regretted the fact that

Events of the pasti fortnight had cut
| Miss Mims to the quick.
| tipped to one side and she arched her
| penciled evebrows disdainfully.

|  “Sayvs which?

“How "bout givin' me a skute?"

“Tlow come you to espec’ me to do
stich, Prof, Harreis?"

Zero grinned: She would have her
litle joke, “You is the humorestest
gal, Ammonla. C'mon;: le's us skate.

"N

A

“Tha's what T sald, Is you bllnd

..-"“""'-\\l

=

that you ecain't heah me?™

Obviously, Zero was, '"J.eave off yo
Jokin', Ammonta—" 4
“I ain't jokin'."

“You ar's like such."”

“Ac'a llke aln't 'is Jlke.™

“Put Ammonla—"

“Don't you go buttin® me, An' 1
wan vou to underatan’ right now that
I aln't no kind of a gal which you can
skate with when they ain't nobody
elsa whirh vyou ecraves tn skate with
more, Tha's all, Mistuh Harrls, That's
ev'y last word 1 has got to say about
It or you, an' the snoner you fin's
vo'se'f another lady pahtner, the het
ter off 1 is gwine be."

Noews of the quarrel apread swifily
about the hall and more than one fem
inine eva lighted eagerly at the pros
pect that, now Zero was an unwilling
free agent, there might be some chance
to ensnare hig approval. More than
one of these scheming young ladles

it took miuch of hls rink time from

the falr Ammonla but he was sure
Ammonla would understand-—so sure
that he didn't even bother o explain.
And even If he had explained, it In
mora than probable that Ammonia
wonld not have eared to understand
since sha not only was vastly fond
and jealous of Zero, but she despised
Mallissie,

Night after night
makers jammed  the
flonr of the Nlagara
rink, Zero went dutifully
tuelk of teaching Mallirele tn skale
whilst Ammonla pretended tn ba In-
different to the ﬂli!‘!’lnllllu whirh =he
he was Jlavishing upon the
other woman,

And although she maintained a
courngeoun front, she shed miany sad,
galt tears In the mseclusion of her
golden.oak-furnished boudolr,

In blissful lgnorance, Zero skated
fo his fall and that fall ccourred one
night when a more [nmportant engage:
ment caured Mualllasle Cheese to re
maln nway from the vink, The place
was crgwded with eager humantty and
Ammonta was polntedly sceepting the
attentlons of the yoyuhg cavallers who
flocked abwnl her /

Zevo ndimlred her from o dMstance
for u few minites, and then, when the
musie had stopped mementarily and
the crowd ahout here thinded some
what, he glided wcross the floor and
bowed  smdlingly,

when the merry-
well chalked
Fulla skaling
about his

fanecled

took ovccaslon to pour kerosene upon

“Ky'vihing you gits, you gita, an’ ev'vything T ghis you glhts.”

rthe fires of Ammonla's righteous in

dignation,
Through the kindly offices of the
gossipy Sis Callle Flukers, Semore

Mashhy was made aware of the status
and a chortle of unadulterated delight
came from bhetween the Mashhby lips

But Semorea wasx not entirely de
Inded, Tle knew that Ammonin was
infatuated with Zero and that the
lover's quarrel was a thing of trou
hious Impermoanencs, (in the ather
hand, If he conld effect the departure
nf Mr. Harria from Blrminghnm, there
wna a strong lkelihond that Amimonin
might aventually come to his arms

With Semora deluging Ammonia
with attentldn and Zero constantly in
the soclety of the Junoesque Miss
("heese, tha rosmic of the
principals was at sixen spvens,
And {t was during that period that
Lawyer Evans Chew summoned Am-
monia and dictated to her the terms
of the which had secured
from the owner of the warehouse in
which the Niagara Falls  Skating
rink wnas located,

I"he

scheme
anil

lon o he

len=e five vears nl n
monthly vental of $20, and It
execuled In fevar of Mashhby
Fﬁllllllllllin looked up from her note
[T

Wils
Win

Nemole

“To Bemnore Mashhv ™ she [nogulred

“or to Mistum Mashby an' Mistuh
Marrin?™
“Semore® Chew swhook his head

“Mow hout skntin' the next walte |1 got g hunch he (8 fxin' to do Zery
with me, Ammonia?" bdht.."
[
L4
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ler héad |

had descended upon the Niagara
Falls Skating rink. Flushed with sue.
..‘\‘
e
"

The feet of Miss Ammonia Mims divorced themselves from the ground.

"oy

“How come?
“Them two fellers ain't gwine have
a settlement fo' another
velt an' Zero mos' likely ain’t thought
nothin® "bout the rent. Now heah
goer Nemore leasin’ the buildin® him-
selt whiche he hag rented fum month
month befo' an' the chances is
he's gwine stlck  the partnership
heavy fo' rentin' fum himself.”
Hemore's procedure was ngw very
clear to Ammonia, and Ther first
sentiment wa= one of unholy joy that
=ome one wias ahout to bring suf-
fering to the man who apparently
had abandoned her that he might
pursue the flagrant Mallissle. But
gradually that feellng subsided in bit-
terness against Semore Mashby and
a wish that she and Zero were
friends again that she might pass on

th've weeks

to

A

to him the proof of his partner’s per:
fidy. At length she tossed her head.
That wus out of the question,...and
she had the satisfaction of knowing
that whatever Zero's true feelings
might be regarding her, he would
suffer by reason of thelr quarrel.
An era of magnificent prosperity

cesas, Zero's Inventive brain was
working overtime and he commencey
promnoting a sucreasion of apecial af
fairs whiche taxed the eapacity of

the rink to its uttermost,

Then Mashby concelved the idea nrir

a skating race for ladies,

He knew that Ammonia was eas|ly
the hest of Birmingham's fentinine
skaters: she was not only master of
the more elamentary fancy figures
but she could make genuine speed
about the smooth, well.chalked floor.
By promoting A race for the fair sex,
then, Semore realized that he was af-
fording her the opportunity for =
triumph such as she had never be
fors experienced. The night of the
race would be a red letter one for
her, and he planned the regal pre
sentation of a silver cup to her im
mediately at the trinmphant conclu
=lon of the euntest.

Ie suggested the plan to Zero and
that gentleman sparkled with en

thusiasm. Fine! That's & wwell
idea, Semore.”

“Who you reckon is gwine win|
same”"’

“Ammonia."

Semore slmillated surprise.
reockon ashe's gwine win?"

"Semore—they ain't no woman In
Bummin'ham ecan skate as fast front
ways as she gan backwards, They
aln’'t no mo' chance of beatin' that gal
In a skatin® race In Bummin'ham than
they In of makin' a cullud man sad- |
der'n what I 1s right now."” He laid
a gentla hand on Semore's shoulder
“What you reckon is eatin' that gal?'

"Well, sha was tellin' me t'other
day that she was sick an’ tired of you.
Sald ypu wasn't ne good, or some-
thin’, Anyway, she wasn't compliment.
In' you none."”

Zero writhed. Then, alone, he gave
thought to the words of Mr. Mashby
and a hit of light penetrated.

Semore had heen wunnecessarily
frank In passing along the good word
and there had bheen an evil glint In
the Mashhy eyve. Too, Zero hadn't
heen unmindful of the avid attention
which Semore had been paving Am
monia, Tt waa posalble . . , hut Zern
shook lis head determinedly, He
wouldn't belleve that, Still, heres was
gemore promoting a skating race fo
no reason In the world save to glve
Ammaonia a chance to shine before
Lthe publle, and Zero knew the young
lndy well enough to reallze that she
woltld be duly grateful to the creator
of this opportunity

The Ningara Falle attalned the end
the third of fts existence
that night after the rink closed
Marria Semora Mazhhy re
tred to lntter's offlce for thelr
first Zern was enger and
lert, there was ahout Mp., Mash
hy n Aiffidence, which, how
the eye of his pariner

"Tt'm thisawavy.” he  explained to
Zoro. "1'w hne hween runnin' fo' three
months, Su'teactin! runnin’ ex
durin® that time we shows a
net earnin' on the runnin’ of the rink
ol flve hund'ed an' ten dollars. 1Is
that satlsfactory®

Zova's eves pliatened,
Brother Mashhy **

“To' half of that,"” pursued Semore,
“would be two hund'ed an® fiftv-five

"You

of
nd

Jern

month

nndd
the
wettlement

hut
neculing

nver. escnped

aur
nenses

"8holy am

|the receptive eur

| vousness, “Fae' of the malter,
Mistuh Harrls, you not only aln't got
no 4% comin’ to you, but you owes
me $105 cafh money!”

Zero gasped.  “"Wha's that you s
sayin® with you' mouf?"

"1 says you owes me $105."

“You Is crazy us you looks."

“Huh! You don't know what vou s
talkin' about” '
“An' Vol
nathin’, Remore
forget that,

aln't  talkin'  about

What you ain't got In

yo' haid 1s no bralns—speechifvin'
‘bout me owin' you money, low
come you to aplll g0 much foollsh-
ment fum beiween yo' lipa?”

Mr, Mashby replied wWith excessive
dignity. *“You fo'glts the rent."”

“The whieh?"

“The rent.”

“Which rent?"

“The rent which Masby & Tharyls
proprietdrs of the Niag'ra Falls Skat
In' Rink, I= payin' to Semore Moshy
fo' sald rink."

Zero shook his head slowly,
much that s Semaore?”’

“Sixteen hund'ed dollars a vyear,
Tha's four hund'ed dollars & quarter:
two hund'ed I pavs an' two hund'ed
yYou pays, You ninety-five dol-
lara comin’ to you and you owes me
two hund'ed fo'

“"How

his

glls, wyou glts,”” he summarized.
“An' ev'ything I gits you gits."”

"Looks that way," agreed Semore
genlally, “Fact of the matter |s,
seems like to me w¥ou has made a
bad business deal, Looks like the
beat thing ydu can do s to get out
an' find you a regular job to earn
that hund'ed fiva dollara you
owes me. (Causa the longer you re-
maing where voit Is at the
vou gits deht "

Zera's slender
Ing. MHis next
a low puzzled
tended for his
“T wuka hahd
gits nothin' an’ then at the end
that time I still has that much,
a hund'sd dollars.'” An fldea smonie
and he whirled “How
rent husinesa ain't never been

befo'
“Never was due ontil now,"”
illy,

an’'

worser
intn
fingers tremh-
made in
though in
enlightenment—
an'
of

less

wWere
remark was
voice as
own

fo' three months

him cone

mentioned

return

ed Semore
“Hmm! It
“Beems ain't js=

what T is willin' to
wilHn' vou =

logis
Efems wrong.'
Now T tell »

Zero

10

o

to, | 'se

1wl esign me all

vo' right, title '
Falls fu'

dollars,

Interest In
hund'ed
miuch
up
OWn e
an' fum all ob
Hgation Idan't that sound fair?*
“Mm-hmm! It soun's
that s«

Niag'ra
five

one an

same beln' how

you ahaid

Nwes me, I goes an'

frates mame entigely sy myv

nense releases vou

a0 awful fal
methin' tells

i me It
The 1o

aln't,"

ryYou Keepn on wukkin
0" the Niag'r
Niagra

Falls the
Kol
Zero's eves
he
“"How

narrowed 1'

aint anit
now sald positivels,
rome
“Pusesanal
Semore

Until

not™"*

reasnns."
nnderst and,
late that nicht Zero
the streets alone. giving melancholy

thought to his sudden break In luck

walked

accldent, Zero.'
“If'll‘lilll'lhg'
passlonately

the opportunity
puured his
of his friend,

A fluo) of indignation

Zero
Into

troubles

Florian loosed

which was surcharged with (nve tive
agalnst the perfi us  Mr, Mashby
“An." hea concly ledl, by doin® such
he alma to take yo' business awavy
fum You, run yen out of Bummin
l|-1m§n ma'y yo' gal"

agha

"Yeh. An' you is enough of a suck

erfish to fall fo' it

mAavin Ammonia?

“Kuttinly."

“An he figgers that doea T git out
of town he can do same”"

"“You Is tootin® now, son."

Zero smashed his right fist into the
PAalm of his left hand,
his hide: 1'se gwine teach
RwWine git revenge fo' all
work."

“Whwh what
him, Zero

I'se
dirty

him
this
You almas to

to, do

that Miss Mims would be grateful to

the man who made that triumph pos
sihle

dollars, hut yvou has drawed out one
hound'sd an’ slxty *
ha's richt Tha's vlght, Rrother
Mashbv=<T ain't ‘spotin® voun on that ™
Fero Y ow Mitle anlek fleurin o
wr Jes” wlver me the nineteCive il
mre whiech e Que mie. an'=—"
Ay Mashhw arohed svelbivows In |
vedediivelsy ‘Wonva which™
"Have voun #lves e my balance of |
viluet v five dollars
Yo oaln't et no sech of A lLal
"Tow come ot *** |
" Semore strove (o conceal his ner
i
. . . - L3 .

lehanlk, Bach

and sach was to be presided over hy |

| tresh o

Ry 7 n'clock that evening the rink
had heen prepared. Ropes had been
stretched around the floor of the
rink to mark the inner boundaries of
the racing track., Thexe Yopes were
attached 10 wiakes which had been
Muck m the floor with the h!'|1! uf
slender and sharp halls, Within (e
eivviosure and at each of the four
phints of the compuss hind been plae
ed =il tables. On each of thess
tablen woas a large can of powdersd

whomse

A MAR duty I

sprinkiled

to

the

wns Keep

(3111 track

Il luring the course of the race that the

L]

an’ you fa likely to|lamb's

rent. So you ain't

got nothin' comin' to vou an' be
sider that vou owes me oue hund'ed
an' five dollars.” '
Mr. Harris rosze and crossed the
room: The thing wusx not entlrely
clear td him but he had a hunch
that he wus helng stung. Ie spoke
without turning. “Ev'ything yoil

|

the |

less you has|

"You mean Semore (s« studyin’ ‘bout |

“Dawg-gone|

can had a perforated |..|\!1=lllt

in-.u. thed make i plain te

shates might not slip en the shuarp
turns. Semore Mashby himsclt Lad
Insisted wupon presiding over the
chalk box at the curve nearest the
finish line,

Ammonla’'s advent wam the slgnal
lfu|- tumultuous applause. She wan
|--!.-d In a new aport suit of white
trimmied lavishly with cerige, On her

ample feet were new laced bools and
|she wore about her ebony throai a
wool scarf such as she had
l_tu-»n In moving pletures of colder
| countries,

1 Zero Harrie, whose role was that of
| master of ceremonles, eved her long-
lingly and only the fear of publle re
buft deterred him from agaln seel-
Ing a reconciliation,

As a matter of fact, Ammonis had
long since wearled of the wariare.
But lest he might presume that her
pride was not so strong as hls, she
maintained an attitude of severe
nloofness which dissuaded him from
attempting eleventh-hour amends.

Mr, Mashby made his way through
the excited throng toward Zero's
private office, A bit of disconcerting
dinlogue came to his ears,

“Phis race sho'ly gwine he a fine

thing fo' Zero Harris,” commented
the first volce.

“How caome?

“He's pow'ful fond  of  Awmmonia
Mims, ain't he?’

“You sald it."

“An' Ammonla s gwine win, aln’l
she?”

*1"h-huh Burrin® accldents.”

“An' she's gwine he terrible grate |
ful to the man which taught her to
skate."

“Shuah—biut T heard tell it was Se-

more which fust thunk of havin' the
race.'

“That don't make no diff'ence. Does
a gal git popular on arcount she does
somethin' she i= gwine be grateful to
the man which taught her how to do
same."”

This, indeed, was a new angle to
the situatlion, It had not occurred to
him that Ammonia’s gratitude would
he directed other than In his direc-
(ontemplation of that possibil-
ftv wams wvastly disturbing., ‘“'Dawg-
gone!” he sollloquized, “if tha's the
way she looks at it, I mos' hope she
loses.""
| He
i heckoned

rtion.

returned to the enclosure and

to Ammonia,

| *I has arranged things so that you]

li= rlosest to the ropes when the race
siahts, Ammonia You jes' keap on
the inside an all them other gals will
| have to swing wide on the turns so
| you won't have to travel near so fast

does.""

as they
| e lald a tentative finger
| "AN go forgiitin’,
Miss Mime, that T thank up this race

the solld silver cup

on her

11 don't yon
boughien
wins
flashied him a radiant smile
1 aln't foreittin',” Mistuh Mashby, 1
never for nothin’, ‘no time,” And
{in her mind was remembrance of the
desl by whith Semore had euchered
| Zero Harris out of many dollars,
A whistie shrilled the orchestra
off Into  silence the crowd
With s« ditficulty Zero
up the racers putting Ammonia
the
ve' mark! Get set!” And the

alsa
which
She

Viou

glts

ne

ropes

tiny revolver éracked and thay weres
i > o .0- &

| + Tinngee and Ammonia Mims
| flashed ahead of the crowd. But al
though Flla was apesdy, Ammonia’s

casy siride was sufficiently strong to
|#nabls her to hold the inside and she

At 2 o'vlock in the morning he was! rounded the first curve inches "h"l"luu methin' now
making hies way mournfully down|of ¥lla and comfortably in the lead
Avenue ¥ when the door of Lawver|of the others
Evans Chew's house opened and! Before the completion of the first
Florian Slappev, the Beau 1;,:,:“”1,,[::_,“ the racers had divided Inio two
of Darktown, emerged. He tossed a|distinet groups: the leaders consiting
Lit of alry persiflage uver his shouldsy ! of Ammonia Ella. Dungee, Mrs.
at the dJdejected co-members of thellivans Chew and Mrs. Maudine Pig-
Full House Poker club who stood| ford
upon the Chew verandas—then, seeing| They completsd the second lap and
his loneromie friend, linked A= “,-L;':},e third, Maudine Pigford wam tir
strolled down the street with him. ing and Mallissie Cheese wae pulling

“You look like you happened to an|saway from the tsilenders and bid

ding for & position among the jead-

ers. They reached the mnorth curve,
i-v\ ing Ly Semore Mashby and set
off on the fifth lap. At a =ignal|
from Semore, esach of the officlals
| seized his can of powderad chalk and
leprinkled !t on that section of the
ltrack fmmediately hefore him,

Ammonia lengthened her stroke
She held close Into the ropes as she
right leg
ench powerful thrust
her and Mrs. Chew
rival, widened. She
! warmly at the wizened M1
Mashhy and then

Something happened,
Ammonia Mims divorced themselvea
from the ground. A portion of Miss
Mima mnot generally employed in
:Rk.\fin: mMaced liself where the feet

neared SEemore crossing

over left with
| The zap hetween
| her mnearest
| anifled

The foet

| had been.
There
sprinkled

clambered

was A
with
1o her
of Flia

roar of surprise
lnughter, Ammonia
feet and set in

Dunges and Mrs.

out

| pursult

“I'se gwine keep on wukkin® at the ‘:}m“' lm.:h riliplos h:l.‘! PRoRed hen
rlnlk e Xhe could hear occasiona)l hits of
R he S Bt o lodiker ia s m-:rlm.onl it she was undaunted
work In the dark 1....;.“-'.1.1‘.r "“| I;r g Kogren
Phin. 905 OF Aha tas = P .-_.|H." hind passed aoth the leaders he !
busy with decorations . rllu‘ ! ,.::;., !r!.”. I NSt tSe. 1RFN. SN
traphy had been purchased snd “n !:\HI“.I" “I"hh.\ 900 InGuriowt
graved and was on displav In ”w;-w\.-..l.n;— thakk oa the ‘Hens
genter of (s Mok, At noon Réee] Ammonia was angry Taugh nt
SSiitNansd. Ammonis he would they? She determined to
YAlIS% Mima™ muke a  runaway  race of 1t right
“I'h-huh there Her feet faltlvy twinkled as
“This I Zero " {#he rounded the curve and shot by
"Who Zere st [Henmiore s post
I'sa he.* ' And then it happened agaln, Only
"I ain't the KInd of & mal to make thiz time 1t eccurred twice as fore
tatk With strange memmen Tha T | iy The erowd shrirked with
ceiver ellvked on the hook and ?_o..\“"' ghier The other skaters, swing
turned miserahly away \" £ Wide 1o avoid the prosirate fig
He understood now  why  Semara] P77 shot She noticed the other
had econceived the Idea for. the yace |T™MEN on the far turn, all swinging
it afforded Ammonia publie oppor wWide, She alone had the Xknack of
tunity for triumph and It was & ¢clnch Lolding the Inside without siackening

apeed,
And, just when she would have re-
tired from competition, Semope bent

| heep yo! feel, Ammonia. You sin't
gwine

win liim LIS mitiin
M ler flamed In hes
with the mu

knew wuanid

heart then

NEMOre ne deree. She

that she kel with

inake
she'd

even
sShe'd humble herself and
frienda with Zero Marris and
tell the 0y

Uin

him abant Wwkery

nnection wit! ke lrase on

,.!".u

of

over her eageriy—

"You go on an' win." ha com
manded, Meekly ahe turned to obey
but as she swung out Iin pursuit of
the others; his volee oame to her
(TR wellmeant advice |

of Semors |

|that when Semore took the lease In
| hls own name 1t was the same
though he had done so in the name
of partnership and that the benefits
of the law renital were hin as well as
| Semore's, She'd tell him all that—be
| canise despleed Semore as the
| author of her miserles,
1 She was stroking
head swimming, nching
froom too violent contact with 1
floor, ller triumph had flzzled, Sh
| was lasting gall and wormwood, Per
Zero would have none o
| her now. The thought hurt , . 2.

ghe

mechanieall

now, Tl v

thaps even

ller speed was not vet gong. SBhe
knew that she couldn't win, but a
least she could come in ahead o
Mallisgle Cheese, She negotiated th

lower turn in safety, sped down th
other slde and swung once again to
ward Semare. And once agaln In that
fatal spot her feet parted compan}
with the ground. Kven the shriek o
dellricus laughter from tLhe erow:
falled to drown the crash,

Professor Zero Harris lifted the hat
tered form of Ammonia Mims in hi
sinewy armas, Y

“'mon, honey .
the first kind word whiel
had come to her. 8he flung her arme
about the neck of the man who hel
her, “Oh! Zera , , . "

Semore insinuated
them. “"Ammonia—

it away fum heah!’
she faced Zero

It wam

himself befor

she sizzled
“Ise got mome
tell vou, Zero; somethin

Mashby man which ym
2 gwine he happy to heah——"

They retired to the side llnes and
watched Mra. Evans Chew win fron
Ella Dungee, Ammonia turned wear
Iy to Zero, "Take me away fum heal,
honey. I never want to mee a akate no
mo'."

“Tes' & minute' He took her by the
hand and towed her across the floor,
They were alone on the track near
the mpot where Ammonia’'s three ci-
tastrophies had occured. Zera® dl-
rected her attentlon to a glistening

Then
thin' 1o

about that

gection of the floor Immediately in
front of Semore's post, ''Ses that?”
“Uh-huh.”
“Feel 1t."

fhe applied a finger tn the smooth

surface, "It's slick.” she said,
“Sho'ly it is. Ammonia. Now Jenk
heah.”" He npicked up the ean of

powdered chalk which Semore had
used and sprinkled a bhit on the floor.
“Rub that,'" he commanded,

She did =0, and immediately the
floor became slippery where the rub-
bing occured,

“What is it, Zero™
“Tt's thisawav,”” he explained. "Be.
more Mashhy knowed that I an' yvou

a® #ntin'

| to make up sooner or later
|did you keep on comin’ to this rink
|an' he figgered that {f'n he could git
i\u-z 80 disgustied with skatin' that
! woul'n't never be frien’s again
lan' he could make ma'iage with
S0—'"" He drew & deep hreath. “All
what that man done was to empty
the powdered chalk out of that can
and put powdered wax In it Instead,
He knowed wyou was the lady
| which could mkate good enough
!faka them turn= close—and ao
|time you made thls curve yo
i hit that powdered wax an’
| the floor.™

Sha wa= all for ecommitting man-
| sltaughter right then and there. And
fs‘H‘-a Zern personally removed her
| well-waxed skates she told him of Se.
mare's perfidlousneas,
| “Oh! s=sugarfoot,” he murmured
| gratefully, “you haa sho'ly tol' me
T'se gwine make that

vou

Yoil

on'v
to
ev'y
akaten
you hit

cullud buzzard wiggle . You sha'ly

was sweet to tell it to me, Ammonia.™
“1I'se gwine tell you ev'ything 1

knows, Zero. An' is you gwine tell

me ev'ything. too?"

| “1 suttinly 18,”" he swore. “Fum now

on.”

‘ To hlmseelfl he added: "But they

aln't no sense bein’ fool enough
tell her it was 1 which put powdered
can Hemore used.”

ight, 1928.)
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A French woman now in America ™
rts that a new treatment far abesit
E:n been found by a well-known Frenc
i scientist; “d“ . ;lmplg, B
combination ingredients
s small tablet called :'SAN'-E‘":I-?A."
which belps vature in throwing @
unneCeIsATyY fal-ieru:m t‘e'-!ntl. fnmu
nak t impossible for fat te form
:n.d :is-u:‘n'llt:“nn the bodr, Already
ising reports from all parta have

ceived. Cases of reducing vary

! Lise !
| i to W pounds, in a remarkably
| shert Lime, with complete restorairds
! ol health and marvelons change in

While “SAN.
recommended far
nvaluable beip
worn-out, tired ‘ilﬂ].
puthng. an a

tirely relaved high blend

| pssnre, GUARANTEED ABSO.

UTELY HARMLFSS, Recommended

bv apecialists, physicians and nurses =8

l s safe. postive and simple way te take

P fram § te & pounds a week Can b

bad from Yeaditg drug er department
atores

prratance
tly
9 an

Sherman & MeConne!l's, Meaton's,
Lenochers. Ringle's. Lane's, Brandels,
Havnes or Rinlte Pharmacy

KI-MOIDS

FOR

1INDIGESTION

Instant Relief!

MAPE BY SCOTT A POWNE
MAKERS OF

SCOTT'S EMULSION
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