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OmahanlDhere the West is at its Best 

|. AUTEN WRITES A “MOUTHFUL.” 

One day, after the patriarch had been more 

than usually tried by the windy arguments of his 

friends, he ejaculated: “Oh that mine 

adversary had written a hook;” James Auten, who 
i aits as one of the democratic representatives in 

the Nebraska legislature, has written a letter which 

will do as well as any book. It illustrates the view 
of the chief opponents of the gasoline tax. Shows 
their inconsistencies, their uncertainties, and their 

windings in what amounts simply to factious oppo- 

sition to a republican proposal for the benefit of 

the state. As a matter of fact, the good roads prob- 
lem has no partisan bearings, and never should have 

been tinctured with party politics. It was Governor 

-Bryan, however, who brought the whole matter into 

the arena from which it is now difficult to remove it. 

Writing to the editor of the North Bend Eagle, 
Representative Auten expresses his views on the pro- 

posed tax on gasoline. His first appeal is to class 

prejudice: 
“To Illustrate. A large property owner pays 

quite a heavy road and bridge tax end he con- 

ceives the idea of a gas tax to make the poor 
flivver owner build good roads to enhance the 

value of his land holdings but not its productive 
■ powers.” 

Then he tackles It from another angle, although 
•just how this applies to the problem as he sees it 

1s not plain: 
“We are asked to build many long lines of grav- 

eled highway and then tax ourselves to put In a 

great system of publics parks so the people will 

have some place to go. You know P. r. liarnum 

said there was one born every minute.” 

Finally, Brother Auten admits that the gas tax 

will ‘‘all he used on trunk lines of roads that the 

farmers haul their crops to market over.” How 

that can possibly harm the farmer is beyond under- 

standing. He gives a remote inkling of what he is 

driving at when he says that $1,500,000,000 of prop- 

erty in Nebraska escapes taxatidn, and that $n00,- 
000,000 of tax free bonds also exist. Admitting 
fhe truth of these figures, which at best are conjec- 
tural, how can it materially help in solving the road 

problem? Unless a direct tax is laid, and on whom 

will such a tax fall heaviest? On the farmers, whose 

Unorganized condition Mr. Auten bemoans as follows: 
5 "The Chambers of Commerce, commercial clubs, 

I,Ions clubs nnd Cubs are organized and they work 

as a unit for what they want nnd they usually get 
it. Tn fact all classes are organized except the farm- 

ers and the Inmates of the asylum.” 

He concludes his plea with an adjuration to all 

that they remember the gasoline tax is one more ruse 

of the wealthy to shift the tax from wealth to labor. 

That part of it sounds like something coming from a 

*oap-box. If labor drives the automobiles that now 

go flitting over the highways of Nebraska to the 

tune of something like 300,000, not to speak of the 

thousands of “visiting” cars that use the roads every 

day in the year, then labor ought to pay the tax. 

The fallacious quality of the Auten arguments 
are made clear from his own expressions. The gaso- 

line tax rests only on those who use the roads. It 

will be expended to build and maintain roads. Only 

one way to escape the direct tax is to levy the in- 

direct. Or else abandon the idea of goods roads. 

And to that point the Auten plea tends. 

REAPING THE WHIRLWIND. 

Those senators who were elected as republicans, 
but who gaily wandered away in pursuit of fancies 

outside the pale of party discipline, are about to gain 

their reward. In thp reorganization of the senate 

the element of party regularity is to control. This 

Is made the more certain by the evinced disposition 
of the democrats to abstain from participation in 

What they regard as a republican family affair. 

Two years ago the democrats, acting as partisans, 
eided in electing Smith of South Carolina to he chair- 

man of the Interstate Commerce committee. This 

course will not be repeated. 
Only two so-called republicans are to he severely 

disciplined. T.a Follctte, who boldly undertook to 

'encompass the defeat of the party’s candidate for 

the presidency, will forfeit his standing completely. 
Ilis long career in the senate will conclude with the 

position of leader of a small group of adherents, 

none of whom professes allegiance to either of the 

'old parties, unless the label lightly worn by Brook- 

hart, Ladd and Frazier may he regarded as con- 

necting them with the republicans. 
Brookhart, who blatantly assailed the candidates 

I’of his party, faces a contest for his scat, which may 

terminate In his removal from the senate. He Is not 

prominent on any of the committees, however he 

imay attract attention from the floor. Ladd will 

•doubtless he removed from the ehalrmanshih of the 

public lands and surveys committee. Frazier will he 

iset aside In like manner. Each of these three recal- 

citrants voted with the republican majority in the 

election of Moses to he president pro tempore. 
We do not believe that this will end “insurgency" 

within the republican party. It will do much to 

establish order. However, so long as men of inde- 

pendent mind, like Norris and Howell of Nebraska, 

'for example, sit In the senste, thst long will there 

be from time to time opposition to purely psrtissn 

programs. Indeed, It Is well thst this i* so. The 

republican party Is not an oligarchy, despotically 
'wielding power over Its adherents. Yet it hss an 

{undoubted right to cast out of its membership those 

Who flagrantly offend. Such ai the men who aought 

to defeat the nominees of the party, nominees chosen 

by the people themselves. 
The rebuke administered in Novemher is to be 

mildly echoed in the reorganization of the senate. 

The republican party now boars full responsibility, 
and it should decently exercise complete authority 
within its own councils. 

AN AMERICAN PRINCESS. 

“My family has been American in «all its 

branches; both direct and collateral, for many gener- 

ations.’’ So wrote Ulysses S. Gi’ant in the opening 
sentence of his memoirs. One must study well the 

character of that great general and former presi- 
dent to appreciate the pride he felt in the fact. And 

the resentment he must have had at the marriage 
of his daughter to an Englishman, from whom she 

was afterward divorced. 
American history presents few pictures more 

noble than that of the old warrior, sitting on the 

front porch of his home overlooking the Hudson, 
expending his last conscious effort to complete his 

life story. It is not alone a monumental work of 

history, but it served to clear an honored name 

from the cloud into which it was plunged by an un- 

worthy business partner. And in and out through 
the rooms of that home over which hung the pall 
of certain doom moved a little girl, named for her 

grandmother, Julia Dent Grant. She, also, was to 

mark another break in the Grant tradition of exclu- 

sive Americanism. 
With her father she spent many months at the 

brilliant Austrian court, going to school with the 

daughters and playing with the sons of the proudest 
nobility of the world. Here she fell in love with 

and later married the son of one of the oldest 

houses in Europe, Michael Cantacuzene. Back of 

his name stretched a thousand years of honorable 
service. Ten centuries ago the Cantacuzene family 
was an eminent one in the annals of the Byzantine 
empire. So the scion of the house might well be 

looked for close to the throne of imperial Russia. 

Michael Cantacuzene was not a play noble. He 

managed a great estate in the Ukraine, took part 
in the business of the empire, and when the war 

came on went to the front wtih his regiment. His 

valor was attested by wounds that incapacitated him 

for service, but he was doing what he could to carry 

on when the revolution swept him and all his like 

out of the picture in Russia. 
His wife, who is as well Princess Esterhazy as 

Countess Cantacuzene, has given Americans a lively 

picture of life at the czar’s court as well as the 

early days of the war and the revolution up to the 

hour when she was forced to flee with her children 

to escape the ravages of the reds. Omnha will hear 

her today, and should appreciate the opportunity. 
In spite of her expatriation by marriage, even her 

stern old grandfather could hardly wish a better 

American .than Julia Dent Grant (ant-acuzene. 

OUT OF LINE WITH THE AGE. 

Something not altogether encouraging may be 

noted In the efforts of certain zealous advocates of 

particular brands of religion. In one great weekly 
review we read the editor’s opinion that a notably 
successful football team was helped to its victories 
because most of its members attended a religious 
ceremony each day. From another source we get 
information that a basket ball team that has made 

a proud record this season won its honors because 

its members knelt in prayer before each game and 

during half-time. 
No note is made of the fact that perhaps prayers 

were offered that the teams vanquished by these 

champions might win. A more notable example of 

the lengths to which bigotry may go is the sugges- 

tion that back of the flareup between Gutzon Borg- 

lum and the monument association is the fact that 

Ihe sculptor declined to draw a line .between relig- 

ious beliefs as closely as the committee desired. 

He has resolutely refused to be guided by a senti- 

ment that is unworthy of Americans, no matter i 

where they may he located. 
Long ago Tom Moore, one of the sweetest of Irish 

singers, wrote of the sentiment: 
"No! Perish »he heart and the cause that 

would try 
T.ove. valor or friendship hv ft standard 

like this." 
Til all the history of the United States no religious 

test has ever been set up as a standard to measure 

men by. Under God our people have exercised to 

the fullest that dearest of all rights, to worship 

according to their conscience. Those who would 

measure or judge otherwise are out of line with the 

true spirit of the age. 

Eighty-seven more names have been added to 

the citizenship roll in Omaha, and that many more 

foreign-born are ready to take their full share in 

carrying the republic to its destiny. Such news is 

welcome. 

After listening to Vice President Dawes for a 

few minutes the senators proceeded to stage an 

inaugural bawl of their own. 

“Ev” Buckingham did not leave much worldly 
gear, but he did bequeath a name that could not he 

bought with much riches. 
__ 

Chicago is awarded a flood of water from Lake 

Michigan, but it will not be used for beverage pur- 

poses. _ 

March 14 will be » red-letter day at the poetofflee 
all over the land. Clerks will then get their back 

pay. 
_____. 

General Mitchell Is gone, but he will not soon 

be forgotten. 

All voters should look alike under the Nebraska 
law. 

Homespun Verse 
By Omah**a Own Poet—- 

Robert Worthington Davie 
----' 

THE JAZZ AFFLICTION. 
I have demurred 
With other “bird*” 

T’pon the in** affliction; 
I have agreed 
That there'* a need 

For more or l**a restriction; 

But whnt Inspire* 
These rash desire* 

That often wend to folly? 
The picture shows 
To which one goes 

Are pious-no, by golly I 

Tbs film* are med* 
To get the trade— 

It all pertain* to money 
And why ehould we 

Not strive to he 
Both popular and funny? 

I'm getting gra\ 
I vl had my day. 

perhaps, that's why I'm taking 
Th* horrid view 
That what we ru# 

Soma other dude la making 

i ------ 

Almost Broke Up the Tea Party 
! l-----' 

r-—- 

Letters From Our Readers 
Al! letter* must be signed, but name will be withheld upon request. 
Communications of 200 words and lass, will be given preference. 

_ __y 
Forward for Omaha. 

Omaha—To the Editor of The Oma- 
ha Bee: I wish to endorse your splen- 
did editorial In this morning's Bee In 
regard to the M. K. Smith A Co. sale- 
On every hand The Bee 1s being 
praised for IIs strong, constructive 
stand In tills matter. The people are 

looking to you to sift this matter 
down and ascertain the facts, and if 
Omaha is harboring a "wrecking 
crew” who hope to gain for them- 
selves at the expense of the great 
majority, public opinion should de- 
scend upon them With such force 
that Omaha will be anything but a 

pleasant place for them to live. 
No business ever built Itself up by 

tearing down another Just as no man 

becomes great by belittling a brother. 
If there la such a vicious ring In 
Omaha the people want to know It, 
anil the vigorous way In which The 
I tee Is going after the truth recom- 

mends your paper to all honest, fair- 
minded citizens. The Bee is growing 
daily In the confidence of the people 
and you may rest assured that If you 
befriend the penple and carry on 

vour broad, constructive, fearless 
policy the people will not fsll you. 

There Is so much bitterness In the 
beans of the people toward Omaha 
in the last few months that It Is high 
time some attention Is paid to the 
canker that Is eating Into the vitals 
of I lie city, and not attempts to haul 
over a sore place from the outside by 
slogans and such nonsense while the 
festering Is going on from within. A 

charity worker told me that hun 
dreds of Mexicans and negroes had 
been brought Into Omaha by the ad- 

vertising propaganda about Omaha 
being a good place to live, and were 

taken care of by charity during the 
winter, as there was no work for 
them. Many of them begged to be 
sent back south where they could si 

least 1 eep warm. We can't afford 

any more parades like the one staged 
the other day, for the next parade 
will lie a parade of the unemployed, 
which will run Into thousands. This 
certainly wouldn't he In keeping with 
our slogan, "Omaha week." sermon' 

in the pulpit and all such fruitless 
dry rot. Eet's get down to brass 

lacks, and face ths disagreeable facts 
T'ntll we acknowledge the failures 
and set about to do something to 

remedy the situation, all Is but Idle 
talk. Incidentally we might develop 
a. sense of humor Tf we rant ap- 
preciate the tragedy of the recent 
failures we might learn to see the 

joke. FAIR rr,AT. 

Investment or IVsste. 

Omaha—To the Editor of The Oma 
ha Bee; This article Is respectfully 
called to the attention of the (Heater 
Omaha Committee Several times In 

the past three months letters from 
people who count In the commercial 
world have been published In the, 
Omaha pa tiers. One of these was 

from the president of Rears Roebuck, 
another from a Chamber of Com 

merrn official. 
Which proves Ihst lbs "big" fel 

lows read these letters as well ns the 
man In the street. And Oils Is spile of 
the contempt In which the average 

editor holds these miscellaneous ef- 
fusions. 

) wish In commend to these leaders 
a perusal of the article In the Rnl- 
urdav Evening Post of February 25, 
written hv J. R Sprague. 

Trobahly Omaha business men do 

plore the present plight of Omaha 
more than any other class of citizens 

Individually' or through the Chain 
tier of Commerce they recently raised 
nnd propnntto thn National Am*1* 
Iran T^fflon n rrrtlflril rhffk 

0.000 to Forum O'** 10'Jf» ronven 

lion The delegates nnd visitors will 
he here for a few flays. The $50,0011 
will lie spent for their entertainment. 
Cerleln hotels will benefit tempoini 
tly snd that's practically all the 'll 
rapt hencflt Omaha will rooelTe The 
advertising” will be duplicated bv 

some other city next year an II was 

hv Rt. Paul lust v ear and amounts to 

comparatively little so far ns perms 
nent good to Omaha Is concerned. 

Omaha Is centrally lncsted as to 

the wool producing district of the 
I'nttsd Rtstes Montana sod Win 

mlng. w-tth some shesp In Minnesota 
snd N’ehra'ka Most of th» mvv wool 
tndav Is shipped to p"»ton snd mnuu 
fartured In twwell. Mass, nnd cloth 
nnd garments are renhlpped to this 

] action. 
Suppose that fMV000 paid for a 

few diva hullnlvaloo had hern used 
to start a woolan specialty mill here 

with the raw material at our door 
and a large saving In freight over 
that paid hy eastern manufacturers, 
how would results compaia for 
money spent? 

In Dowell, Mass,, some of the In- 
dividual minor executives have left 
the Atnerhan Woolen company em- 

ploy to manufacture specialty woolen 
lines on their own. These small plants 
are handling short runs on special 
designs of cloth, etc., which are un- 

profitable under the system in vogue 
in the trust mills but which are prof- 
itable to the specialty mlllB. Those 
Interested can easily find out why. 

Does It pay to squander $50,000 
on a ednventlon lasting a few days, 
where the value of permanent re- 

sults are decidedly questionable—I 
might say negligible—or would this 
money do Omaha more good as an In- 
vestment In an Industry that has 
every natural advantage here? How 
does $50,000 wasted on strangers who 
don't gl'e a hoot for Omaha compare 
with a factory giving employment to 

men and women, who In turn spend 
their wages rear In and year out In 
Omaha? 

Wouldn't these generous donor* ao 

oompllsh more by Investing Instead 
of giving (wasting). Wouldn't It he 
better If sharp business men investi- 
gated this proposition and searched out 
(he right man to head It, perhatw a 

man from Ix>well who grew up In a 

woolen mill? The Greater Omaha 
committee has the brains to size up 
the right man and the money to back 
’him. 

Think It over Find out the facts. 
Then really help Omaha, 

llARRr H POTTKR. 
Member Omaha Typographical 

union. 

Do Something Quickly. 
Omaha—To the Kditor of The Oma- 

ha Bee: Is Omaha going bark »o fast 
that we will have to replace our 
downtown streets with hitching post*, 
gas lights and possibly tear up the 
streets, return to mud lanes and old 
Dobbin and the shay? 

It looks very much that wav un 

less the people of Omaha get together 
quickly and put an end to the graft 
and the few who now control Oma 
ha. 

Whv not organize a real Chamber 
of Commerce which will work for the 
betterment and enlargement of the 
city Instead of being dominated by a 

few- or Is It "the few"? 
For the preservation of" Omaha 

atart something and start It qntehlv. 
A VOTKlt. 

Pot I.lkker and (lie Future. 
Omaha-- To the Kditor of The Oma 

ha Beet Darn that editor and Ida 
"Pot I.lkker!" I thought I'd Juat 
about' gotten over being hnmeaick 

The urpst sign o' spring is whan 
a woman waara her heat winter hat 
t‘ th' grocery. ‘‘We're gnin' t’ eat 
down-town tonight, far T'm hungry 
fer somethin' warm,” 'phoned Mr*. 
Lafa Bud, t' her husband t'day. 

(Copyrteht, mi.) 

|"listening In" 
On the Nebraska Press 

"They say.” chortles Fletch Mer- 
wln of the lteaver City Tiines- 
Trlbuue, "that even Maiden Blush 
appif-a are handpainted.” 

Editor Harris of the Harvard 
Courier covers a lot of territory when 
he says the 10-day marriage law was 

the most foolish law ever put on the 
statute books. 

• • • 

Noting that the legislature ha« 
gone on record against gun toting. 
Kditor Sweet of the Nebraska City 
Prct*s expresses the hope that Ne- 
braska women will obey tiie law. 

Adam Breeden Hastings Tribune 
features an article. “Advice to the 
Fair but Plump." But what differ- 
ence does it make to that old bache- 
lor whether they be plump or fair, ur 

both? 
• • • 

Bob Rice of the Central Cltv Re- 
publican asserts that the burning 
issue today is whether tjalifornia or 

Florida is the land of greatest 
promise. Well, it's purt night a tie 
on the promise thing, isn't It, Bob? 

• • • 

Npeaklng of optimists. Allan May 
of tlie Aukmn Herald tells of a 

mother In that burg who had her lit- 
tle lioy listen in on the inaugural 
ceremonies so he would get some 
idea of what would happen when lie 
was Inaugurated. 

Hale Kiel’* of the Scotia Register 
says some people will never be satis- 
fied until they get a job that permits 
a six months' vacation t«iee a year. 

• • 

Charley Best of the Nellgh Reader 
ventures the opinion that Nick and 
Alice Longworth are giving Hr. 
Pinto the merry ha ha. 

and was beginning to sit up and take 
notice of things—and then he had to 
come along and spoil It all. Just like 
holding a nice big glass of lager beet- 
under the nose of a prohibitionist. 
Well, dreams are all right when one 

can't get the real.The modern method 
of eating Is bringing client a result 
that the generation "111 talk about. 
It won't be the way mother used to 
cook or anything alarm pot llkker, 
but It will be something like this: 
"What you think about these Vegttoj 
1'ood Tablets’'' Instead of cooking 
the next generation will eat tablets: 
predigested for they will receive such 
an helratage of Indigestion from this 
generation that no one will be able 
to eat ordinary everyday cooking, 
let atone anv thing akin to trot llkker 
This generation Is on the down grade 
right now. so far as cooking and eat- 
ing Is concerned. When »e get to 
traveling in earnest through the sir 
and on motor busses, we won't hare 
time to stop and eat. so we will con- 
sume our rations on the way In 
tablets and capsules. Oh, its bound 
!o corns befors long and la strongly 
on the way now. Why waste time 
cooking over hot stores when tve can 

tie doing something more agreeable" 
Why wash dirty dishes when there 
is no need of It? V'se pa tier dishes 
and throw them away '-.hen used 
that will do H'va wlitt the kitchen 

I 

I 

y __ 
■ 

[SUNNY SIDE UP 
lake Comfort, nor forget. 

lhat Sunrise ne\Jerfailecl us uey C€Llo.‘Jh.a^teir 
L—. 
— 

Thoughts on a Sunday afternoon Jaunt about Omaha: Ak- 

8nr Heu ilen. Remember when (he highwheel bicycle riders 

were making thing# bunt around Its oval. Wonder what has he- 

roine of the messenger bovs who won bike races out there 

nearly forty years ago? 

nrace street between Twentietli and Twenty fourth. sed 

to live along there. Raved with wood block* In those dav*. and 

pavement In terrible state or disrepair. Old wood blocks helped 
through one hard winter. Real paving now. 

Ak Sar Ren den now, old Coliseum then. Remember how- 

mad Charley Montgomery got when free silver democrats 

undertook to heckle Bourke Cochran out there That was In 

1S!)8. Scene of a Bryan-Thurston debate. Polities has lost 

a lot of its sip since those old days. 

Omaha entertained national political convention once. Held 

In old Coliseum. People's Independent Party, 1VJ8. Mary 
Kllen l.ease, Jerry Simpson. Cyclone Davis, and other foicitten 

political leaders, orated during its sessions. Big fight was 

over endorsement of Brvan. Many hitter enders in those 

days, too. 

Name of "Dick” Berlin suddenly pops into mind. One time 

Missouri river commissioner. Only federal job we ever yearned 
to hold, but about the time we got ready to go after it the 

office was abolished. Just our luck! 

_ 

Over on Izard street and past a corner where rooming house 

once stood. Business block now. Rented a room in that eld 

house. Tommy Hunt with us. Bought furniture on the In- 

stallment plan. Stalled. 

Cliff dwellers. Apartment houses on every side. 1 sed to 

he vacant lots, or little cottages there. Note sevei families 
living In garages pending time when they can build the hou.ee. 

Looks strunge to an old fashioned man. 

Transferred twice. Drug store on each corner. '1 ! ev 

weren’t drug stores tn the old days. Don't quite like that 

"naljorhood" sign In the cars. Stickler for orthography. 

feed to tie a little church at Twenty sixth and Grant. Con- 

gregatlon prospered and grew and moved to handsome brl' k 

church located elsewhere. \ epture to say that In the new 

church they don't have socials as enjoyable as those we used 

to have over on Grant street. 

Several good corner sites left for filling stations. Seems to 

lie a plentiful supply of suburban movie houses. What has 

become of the livery stables? 

I-awn# beginning to show green. Squirrels busy. Thare 

goes a robin. Must have wintered here. Weather so fine 

there must tie a storm brewing. But mustn’t grow pessimistic. 
Itav too fine Inside Information that time approaches fur 

Sunday dinner. 

It Isn't because we are getting along in ears. We've al- 

ways been that way. We cling to a hat until it Is too disreput- 
able for words. That's because we hate breaking in a new 

headpiece. And we wear a pair of shoes until the soles and the 

uppers are not on speaking terms. We'd rather take a licking 
than break lrf a new pair of shoes. But the thing we hate worst 

when It comes to breaking In Is a pine. We cling to the old 

briar Mke death to a deceased Kthlopian. We accepted prohibi- 
tion with a smile, but when they begin trying to deprive us 

of the solace of the old pipe and the plug-cut we're going to 

issue a declaration of war. nail the flag to the mast and go 

down fighting. 

Nebraska I.lmerlck. 

There Is a young fellow tn Mead 
Whose ambition had plumb gone to scad. 

Said his father. " 'Tls sweat 

That you're going to get 
And the cure was effective, lndesd. 

A popular magazine is offering 1:0.000 for an Idea Gloria 

Swanson can use tn a motion picture. But wouldn't a real idea 

In a motion picture be fatal? 
# 
WILL M. MAI’PIN. •l 

e 

altogether. Think It wont come" 
Don't fool yourself. It Is >n the way 
rleht now. We will get our pot llkker 
In cans or bottles—just warm It in 

your thermos or canned heat, of 
course not he like the old-timers need 

to make, hut then nothings like It 
used to be There's one comforting 
thought In my mind; when this comes 

alaiut I won't be here 
C. F. FREDFRISKS. 

Tlie Worm Deserved It. 

A father was lecturing his son on 

the evil of staying out late at night 
and rising late in the morning "You 
will never succeed," he said. "unle*s 
you mend your ways. Remember the 
earlv bird catches the worm ." 

'And what alaiut the worm, fath 
er?” «"ked the young man. "Wasn't 

he rather foolish to get tip *o early 
"My boy." said the old man. that 

worm hadn't been to lied at all. He 
was only getting hflrne. —lues Moines 
Kaliway News. 

Accomplished. 
"What did you learn at the business 

college'."* asked the boss or the fa 
young applicant for a position as 

stenographer. 
I learned many things." she a* 

swered, "one that good spelling Is es- 

sential to a stenographer." 
"Very good, said the boss with a 

chuckle, "ami now- let me hear you 
spell essential." 

For just a second the fair one hes.- 
tated. 

"There are three wsya of spe! g 
It." she replied; "which one do ; 
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