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over the rock and nearly hrought de
struction upon us all, In an instant
the nearest_male gave a shrill, whis
tling cry, and flapped its twenty-foot
span of leathery wings as {t soared up
into the air. The females and young
ones huddled together heside the
water, while the whole clrcle of senti-
nels rose one after the other and
salled off into the =ky, It was a
wonderful sight to see at |east a hun-
dred creatures of such enormous =ize
and hideous appearance all swooping
ke swallows with swift, shearing
wing-strokes above us; but soon we
realized that it was not one on which
we could afford to linger. At first
the great brutes flew round in a htge
ring, as If to make sure what the
axact extent of the danger might be.
Then, the flight grew lower and the
elrele narrower, until they were whiz-
gzing round and round ue, the dry,
rustling flap of their huge slate.col-
ored wings filling the air with a vol-
ume of sound that made me think of
Hendon aerodrome upon a race fday.

**Make for the wood and keep to-
gether,” cried Lord John, clubbing
his rifle. “The brutes mean mis-
chief.”

The moment we attempted to re-
treat the ecircle closed in upon us.
until the tips of the wings of those
nearest to us nearly touched our
faces. We beat at them with the
stocks of our guns, but there was
nothing solid or vulnerable to strike.
Then suddenly out of the whizzing.
slate-colored circle a long neck shot
out, and a fierce beak made a thrust
at us. Another and another followed.
Summerlee gave a cry and put his
band tc his face, from which the
hlood was streaming. 1 felt a prod
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On the Atlantic, March 1.—I'm off
egaln to Paris, “Let's go to Europe!"”
sald the highly important member of.
my household. ‘Let's!” said 1. And
two days later we were on our way in
the Mauretania — swiftest of the
trans-Atlantie grayhounds,

I've crossed in the Mauretania be-

fare and found It a game, sturdy
lark—bucking mountainous WaVes
with a sort of jovousness. It gives

vou the impression of having a good
time, Our deck steward Musker calls
her:“A rippin' little blighter!”

A rather swank crowd ls aboard.
Several dukes and lords and their
ladies. Also Gertrude Lawrence, the
Aetress, ~8Sir Alfred Butt, Arthur Hop
Jifaw, Dudley Fleld Malone, Adolph
«Zaukor, and, O, yeg, a Mr. Cox with
o men servants and Mrs. Cox with
1wo maids. Thelr servant problem
secina 1o be solved.

My first day aboard ship is gen-
erally a squeAmish one. I stick to my
eabin. And it wasn't pleasant to
stumnble upon a threedetter word
aeaning grease in a cross.word puz-
wle. T ventured out once and found
passengers parading in
for drill and cantered back to bed
again,

I couldn’t even smile when Ger-
irude Lawrence explained that a five
letter word meaning a kick in the
pants was a flask. Our captain is
A. IT. Rostrom, who commanded the
Carpathia in the herole rescus of the
Titanle survivors many vears ago,

There are varying emotions at the
pler when a ship salle,. Weeping.
(lay shouting and fluttering of col
ored 'lkkerchiefs. But ths most amus-
ini thing to me was an excited fel-
low who ecalled from the dock as the
ship nosed out into the Hudson: "'O,
Tkey, did wyou forget your order
hook!"”

Many are aboard T know. Among
the first T maw was Zoe Reckley,
fueen of the Park Row 'sob sisters”
who iz on her way to Bucharest to
mee another queen—the cqueen of
Roumania, Miss Beckley and 1 used
%0 be Simon Legreed by the same
elty editor on the old New York Ev-
ening Mall.

The most pathetic group on a ship
it seems to me is the ship's orches-
tra. They carry on valiantly as the
ahip skids along—etriking rancid
noteg with every lurch of the vessel
Now and then the leader puts up a
ecard: "By Request—a bit of hocus
pocug, 1 belleve. I do not belleve they
ever get a request except not to play.

1 am alwaye rather entranced by
the English servants, “Very good,
alr.” and the rising infection of thelir
“Thank you!” They know how to
give a certain dignity te a rather
humble calling. Yet I do not believe
any servant in the world ecompares
with the olil-fashiopned, loyal South-
ern dnrkey for service and comfort,
They have all the English servant
has—and more,

Crossing last summer there was a
rush of passengers to the bar when
the boat passed the three-mile limit.
Nothing of this sort happened aboard
the Mauretania. It may be, however,
that a poop start will make a good
fin'gh, You do feel far from home
hnwever, heyond the threemile limit
when you see cocktalls at 30 centws
each and bottles of beer 15 cents
edchi. I'm laughing.

A mudden squall belched up from
nowhere In the late afternoon., The
ominous nolse of closing portholens,
tightening lfe hoats and slamming
doore I8 never pleasant bul this
proved only a celight gale and we
wepo soon headed for the vast deep.
1 never start on A trip without suf-
féring neurotic reactlons. T want to
kick myself for coming and think of
& thousand things left undone. But
o0 a boat you are consclous that you
oan do pothing about it. You eannot
turn biack and no doubt moon I will
be thrilling to the journey.

(Copyrieht al‘u_‘l.l

life jackets,

for those huge wings hail no egpace
forshelr sweep beneath the hranches,
As  we  lHmped homeéwards, sadly
mauled and discomfited, we saw them
for a long time flyilng at a great
height against the deep hlus sky
above our heads, soaring round and
round, no bigger than wood pigeons,
with their eves ng douhbt still follow-
ing our progress, At last, however,
as we reached the thicker woods 1they
gave up the chase, and we saw them
no more,

“A most interesting and convine
Ing experience,” said (‘hallenger, as
we halted beslde the brook and he
bathered a swollen knee, “We are
exceptionally well informed as to the
habita of the enraged pterodactyl.”

Summerlee was wiping the hlood
from a cut in his forehead, while 1
was tying up a nasty stab in the
muscle of the neck. Lord John had
the shoulder of his coat torn away,
but the creature’'s teeth had only
grazed the flesh,

“1t I8 worth noting,”” Challenger
continued, ‘“‘that our young {riend
has received an undoubted stab, while
Lord John's coat could only have
been torn by a bite. In my own case,
I was beaten about the head hy their
wings, so we have had a remarkable
exhibition of thelr wvarious methods
of offense.’

*“It has been touch and go for our
lives,"” =aid Lord John, gravely, “and
I could not think of a more rotten
sort of death than to be outed by
such filthy vermfn, I was gorry to
fire my rifle, but, by Jove! there was
no great choice,”

“We should not he hera if wyou
hadn't,” said I, with conviction.
“It mayv do no harm,” said he.

“Among these woods thers must Te
many loud cracks from splitting or
falling trees which would bhe just le
the sound of a gun. But now, if yvou
are of my opinion, we have had thrills
enough for one day, and had best get
back to the surgical hox at the camp
for some carbollc. Who knows what
venom these heasts may have In their
hideous jaws?"

But surely no men ever had ust
such a day since the world bhegan,
Some fresh surprise was ever in store
for us. When, following the course
of our brook, we at last reached our
glade and =aw the thorny barricade
of our camp, we thought that our
adventures were at an end. But we
had eomething more tn think of he-
fore we could rest. The gate of Fort
(‘hallenger had been untouched, the
walls weére unbroken, and vet it had
been wvisited by some strange and
powerful creatnre ig_out absence. Nn
footmark showed g trace of its nature
and only the overhanging branch of
the enormons ginko tree suggesied
how it might have come and gone;
but of its maleVvolent strength there
was ample evidence in the condition
of our stores, They were strewn at
random all over the ground, and one
tin of meat had been crushed into
pleces so as to extract the contents.
A case of cartridges had been shat-
tered inte matchwood,, and one of
tha brasg shells lay shredded into
pleces beside it. Again the feeling of
vague horror came upon our souls,
and we gazed round with frightened
eves al the dark shadows which lay
around us, in all of which some fear-
some shape might be lurking. How
Zood It was when we were hailed by
the voice of Zambo, and, gning to
the edge of the plateau, saw him sit-
ting grinning at us upon the 1op of
the aopposite pinnacle,

“All well, Massa Challenger, all
well!"" he cried. “Me stay here. No
fear, You always find me when jou
want."”

Hi=s honest black face, and the Im
mense view hefore us, which earried
us halfway back to the affluent of the
Amazon, helped us to remember thal
we really were upon this earth in the
twentieth century, and had not by
some magle been coveved to some
raw planet in its earllest and wildest
state, How difficult it was to reallze
that the violet line upon the far hori-
zon was well advanced to that greal
river upon which huge steamers ran,
and folik talked of the small affaire
of life, while we, marooned among
the creatures of a bygone age, could
but gaze towards it and yearn for all
that it meant!

One other memory remains with me
of this wonderful day, and with it
I will close this letter. The two pro-
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