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GmahaVheie fheWest is at its Be'st

TAX FREE SALARY CHECKS.

The commissioner of internal revenue is reported
to have worked out a ruling that will require certain
public employes to pay income tax. The group af-
fected is limited to those in service of publicly-
owned utility plants, And a very pretty little argu-
ment will be started at once.

When the income tax was levied public servants,
from the president down were exempted, The theory
>n which this rests is that in all cases the money
jaid for salaries or wages comes from the publie
funds, and in most the amount is fixed by law. To
ay a tax on this would have the effect of reducing
he pay of the official or employe. To increase his
pay to a sum equivalent to the tax he would merely
set up a bookkeeping transaction between the gov-
¢rnment and the employe, with no advantage to
cither.

Commissioner Blair's ruling will require elucida-
tion before it can be discussed in detail. “Regula-
{ions No. 65, relating to the Income Tax Under the
Jevenue Act of 1924,” issued from the Internal Rev-
snue bureau, contains these provisions:

“apt, 87, Incoms of states. Income derived
from any publie utility or from the exerclse of any
essential governmental function and accruing to any
state or territory of the United States, to any po-
litical subdivision thereof, or to the Disirict of Co-
lumbia, or income accruing to the government of
any posscssion of the United States, or any political
subdivision thereof, is exempt from tax. q

“Art, §8. Compensation of state officers and
employes. Compensation pald !ts officers and em-
ployes hy a state or political subdlvision thereof.

. . 1s not taxable."

The Metropolitan Utilities District, as is pointed
gut by Senator Howell, is a political subdivision of
the State of Nebraska. An entity created by law,
ns individual and distinet as the school district, or
the City of Omaha. These facts simply serve to ob-
scure the little knowledge we have of the commis-
sioner’s ruling. If he is inclined to differentiate be-
tween the employes of the city who are engaged in
garrying on its ordinary functions, and those who
manage and operate the publie utilities owned hy
the public, it is possible to discern a basis for his de-
cision.

L ] L ] L

However, it seems to be going far afield to read
into the announcement an expression of enmity or
opposition to public ownership of such utilities. The
nuestion of revenue to the government from taxa-
lion has always been presented, though never fully
cunsidered, in connection with any public ownership
enterprise. It is a factor only, and not of such im-
portance that it should operate to stop the applica-
tion of the general principle. Something far deeper
j= involved. Concerning the principle there is an
simost irreconcilable difference between two schools
oi economic thought, no part of which rests entirely
on the question of taxation. That is a factor, but
incidental only.

When the new ruling is received in textual form,
it may be studied more thoroughly, At present, as
Senator Howell also states, there iz little nced to
worry as to increased rates in service. Salaries
may have to be advanced, but the principal effect
of that will be to prolong the period over which the
bonds are to be paid off.

SCANDAL IN THE POSTOFFICE.

Wisely or unwisely, the law and the postal regu-
lations throw certain restrictions around the conduct
of employes in the mail service. Among other for-
bidden things is undue activity in the matter of se-
curing increases in pay. Postal clerks can not take
advantage of political influence, and so overaws the
timid, retiring member of congress into voting for
higher pay, softer conditions, or in somae other man-
ner favoring the greatest group of government em-
ployes. Postal clerks, being human beings, and feel-
ing they are not as well paid as they should be, and
baving other grievances, are continually on the alert
for an approach to congress.

Under Burleson matters came sharply to an
issue, and for some time service was deranged be-
eause of the difference in opinion hetween the head
of the department and the men who do the work,
A hang-over from this has risen to vex the postal
service once more. The clerks put over a bill in-
¢reasing their pay, despite the efforts of the post-
master general, who did not look with much favor on
the plan. Now, just as a vote is about to be taken
in an endeavor to override the president's velo of
{he measure, the postmaster general dismisses from
{he service six men of high grade. They are accused
of wrongfully using money to further their ends,

Specifically, it is charged they paid clerks of the
committees of house and senate for providing in-
formation en which to base propaganda. It is not
alleged that any attempt was made to eorrupt a con-
gressman, although an Indirect implication to that
sffect might be sustained by the facts, The accused
insist they have not violated the law, nor disregarded
sny regulation.

What will impress thy public most is the rigid
gontrol held over the activities of government em-
ployes, in matters that affect their relations to the
servica In which they are engaged. Sympathy has
been generally axpressed for the postal clerks in
their efforts to obtain higher pay. No sympathy,

however, will go for any move on their part that
smacks of an attempt to get around restrictions de-
signed to maintain the integrity of the department.
Postmaster General New undoubtedly feels justified
in his aect, or he would not have moved as he did.
It seems to be a final effort to restore the excellent
discipline that was so sadly shattered by the Burle-
son experiments.

WYOMIP'IG AND MADAME GOVERNOR.

Nothing could be more appropriately in keeping
with the eternal fitness of things than that Wyoming
should be the first state to inaugurate a woman as
governor. Wyoming was the first political subdl-
vision of the United States to grant to women the
privilege of voting. The territory was organized in
1869, and that same year woman was given the suf-
frage. To be sure, it was limited, but only as was
man's. Residents of territories under the federal law
had the privilege of electing their local administra-
tive officers only. When Wyoming came to be a
state, thirty-four years ago, however, the enlarged
voting privileges included the women. They took
part in the election of all the officers, including the
congressmen and the legislators who chose the
United States senators.

Nellie Taylor Ross enjoys a notable distinetion,
Although she was elected on the same day as Miriam
¥erguson in Texas, the exigencies of state law give
Ler first place in the record as governor of a sov-
ereign state. The progress of establishing full po-
litical equality between the sexes thus moves ahead
another step. Woman is surely coming to a place
where she will divide with man, directly, as she has
indirectly from the beginning, the responsibilities
and cares of government. Whether or not it is her
natural sphere, it is conceded to be her natural right,
and she will enjoy it.

Mrs. Ross, in her inaugural address, says she does
not intend to advance a new policy, but expects to
carry on the work her husband begun. She feels, as
did President Coolidge, that she has taken over the
unfinished work of her predecessor and in duty
bound to earry on. Wyoming had elected her hus-
band on a definite platform, and she will work to
its fulfillment.

Governor Ross will be watched very closely by
all who are in any way concerned with government.
Her success will be a success for her cause; her fail-
ure, which we hope is not registered, will not be
charged against the principle of woman’s suffrage,
but will be only a step in the process of experimenta-
tion that eventually will bring the resuﬁt.

TRY THIS ON YOUR COAL PILE.

Remember the old nursery rhyme about the man
who “took his pipe and played a tune, and bade the
cow consider”? Just now we get a reaction to that.
Looking out of the window at the snow in the street,
slowly receding before the bright sun of early Jan-
uary, we get very favorable reaction to the word
that comes from Washington. Scientists in session
down there got into a discussion as to the size of
the universe. They might have settled this point,
but somebody injected the Einstein theory, and the
relativity of ideas showed that thought can be de-
flected, just as the Einsteiners insist light rays are
bent eoming hither from the sun.

And that naturally brought up the sun, so giv-
ing Dr. C. G. Abbott of the Smithsonian Institution
an opportunity to plaster a poultice of consolatery
words on the whole world. The sun, it appears, has
its ups and downs just like the rest of us. Some days
it feels bad, and some days worse. Just now it is
coming out of one of those spells. During the last
two years Old Sol has been undergoing the morning-
after feeling, and has not been so active in the mat-
ter of emitting heat. Happily, that is past, and we
may look for more co-operation on his part in the
way of heating the house and other purposes for
which sunlight is customarily used.

This should be welcome news to the ice man, if
to no one else. Dr. Abbott reminds us that since
1922 we have sustained subnormal temperature, but
now that all is well with the sun once more, the good
cld-fashioned sizzling days and steamy nights may
be looked for. Some of us, who luxuriated under
blankets during the greater part of last summer, may
wish that the doetor acquires a hang nail or some-
thing like that, but we are booked for hotter days,
just the same.

In order to qulet apprehension any may have felt,
the doctor informs us that the sun is good for 15,-
000,000,000 years at its present rate. Therefore,
we do not need to worry at the moment over what
we are going to do for daylight when the sun finally
goes out. Time is thus afforded to work out the
cross-word puzzle before taking up the invention of
2 serviceable substitute for sunlight and solar heat.

A very Interesting tale s that of the voung sailor
whose beautiful voice conquered the Metropolitan
audience, Also of his wife, whose hands were stained
with soapsuds. It will be far more interesting,
though, to read in a few years that they have es-
caped the divorce court.

One thing the demoerats need not worry about.
When Adam McMullen does shake the plum free, he
will do the shaking.

Ona mistake of that imaginative boy over at
Council Bluffs was in telling too good a story.

The French note on the debt is not like the ones
you put in a bank. No promise to pay.

of rouge becomes an art, says Parls,
is atill merely an artifice.

lllklnr
Using of it

City employes are regarded as citizens, They will
be required to pay income tax hereafter,

Nebraskans still go to Towa to get married, hut
some day they will learn to patronize home industry.

N

The Giant and the Lilliputians
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Letters From Our Readers

All letters must be signed, but name will be withheld upon request.
cations of 200 words and less, will

Communi- ’
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be given preference.

Wealth Awaits Energy.
Alnsworth,
Tha Omaha Bee:
poor,
and covelousness, so well polnted out
by L. H. Monroe in The Bas. The
tima will come, soon, when man will
he pradsed for giving to tha poor. Not
In doles aan to beggers, hut in oppor
wnity giving willing hands a ehance
to work.
Thers is,

About giving to the

as Brisbane points out,
unlimited possibilities to create
wealth., And ws mean real wealth
Not the kind derived from mnew furnl-
ture, factories, honds, mortgages,
taxes, interest, rents.

But the ones (iod may blesg and
all men will honor and praize, will
he tha ones who keep thelr money
inveated in wealth production, real
hattarments, such as water power and
irrigation, eleetricity on every farm,
automatically driven machinery. And
it can & done at & profit,

We have found that & pipe lald on
the bottom for one-half mile in the
Niobrara has got wonderful power.
And there are other streams and larg-
er pipes and longer dAistances. And
we have power and Irrigation at
cheap price. And it will be & bieasing
to the man with capital, and the
man with brains, and the mapn with
muscle., And when all can work,
crime reduces and se do the poor.
Then we can carry the overhead tax
cheerfully,

Prasldent Coolldge knows this, and
will do all he can to help bulld a
new wealth-producing era, Any cap-
ital Invested in wealth-production and
the profit reinvested carries a bleas.
Ing to all men. But this profit of
interest on bonds without reinvest.
ment should cause the owners to
think of the end, and change thelr
way. A. RZEKIEL, SBEXTON.

The Child Labor Cross-Word Puazle.

Omaha, Jan. 1.—To the Editor of
The Bee: Whila the people of a
democracy have the privilege of mak
ing bad laws, it would be better, of
conrse, |f they made good laws,

laws are not right hecause they
are put into the constitution, but,
rather, they should be put there be
cavss they are right. A law may be
good, had, er partly good and partly
bad., A gnod law s known by ita re
gulta: it abolishas injustice without
committing Injustice.

The proposed child labor amend
ment to the federal econstitution
would conserve mome of the people's
rights, but would transgress 1the
rights of some others, although, like
many laws, it might bs excused on
tha ground of the greatest good to
the greatest number,

Is not the real remedy in this case
A removal of the cause of the wrong
without transgressing the contract or
nther fundamential rights of the atate
or of Individuals? How may the op:
pression of worklng chiliren—or of
any other workers, for that matier—

- Homespun Verse

~=By Omaha's Own Poet—
Robert Worthinglon Davie

THE TIMES ARE BAD,

T purchase tires for my bus te do thelr honest bit,
I spend my cash for gasoline and make the most of it
1 hand out sheckles for repairs and overhauling dues,—
But what's an auto for, I ask, unless i Is to use?

T take my friends to dine with mea—T1 nead 1o he In styie!
T patronize the vaudevilla my sorrows to hegulile;

T take a part In averything that Vogua includes today,
1 get the full extent of joy—I1'm not afrald to'pay.

T rant and rave hecause I'm poor; the ronf that's s'er
my head

Is not my own.
dread.

My ohligations dally grow, T wonder what to do—

I can't, to save me, sea & way to wiggle safely through.

I'm seeking more; the future Aays 1

But T am not alone, methinks, as T equip my bus,—
The same affliction now affects the greater part of ns
Perhaps someday 1'll meet a man with sheckles by the
raft,
And be assured that he got rich through some Infarnal
graft,
“Jimmy" Reed wants to punish those who slander
dead presidents. Of eourse, he will reserve the im-
munity enjoyed by senators,

“Money hain't ever'thing,” said
Ike Soles, t'day, but we had mno
idea he wuz 'way past fifty. Mrs.

Tipton Bud took down sick tryin’
t'" find a Christmus present
ole-fashioned girl

(Coprright, 1924)

Neb.—To the Editor of

and tha charge of seifishness

- Chronic coughs and persistent colds

( Abe Martin }

fer an |
|

he removed without transgressing the

rights of falr emplovers? Would not
just such public competition Jeave all
falr employers all the rights they now |
have, and at the sams time provide
the unfalr employer an incentive tn
be fair? How can a government ex-|
pect equity untll it does equity™ |

Wishing everybody the happlest
New ; Year possible until the ecross-|

word puzzle {s worked
WILLIS HUDSPETH.

Man's Inln;;mnitr to Man, |

Wavne, Neb—To the Editor of
The Omaha Bea: 1 have lived many |
vears, bhut this is the first time I|
ever heard people criticized for|
eympathizing with the unfortunate. |
In this instance, Jay Graham. |

It the good work go on. The
people's sympathies have lain dr\rt
mant, or all heen used non seclf no
long, no wonder {t has called forth|
criticism. But I have never heen|

whers any of his sympathizers have|
aver intimated he should not have)
been punished. The Good Book says|
a man shall be punished according|
to his deed T think we would do
well to emulate those weords here on
earth,

“"No, 1t doesn't matter.”™

That philosophy has coms down
through the ages, to be heeded by |
many, to the detriment of mankind
It Is sasy 1o say that while you can
sit snug and complacent hy your fire-|
slde, surrounded by respect mand com-|

fort. But for the grace of God, he|
might have been your bey or m\l
boy, Or mavhap you or 1. We are

all the same clay. |
It is time to feel muperior to our|
fellow being 'n & gnoral respect only

ADVERTIREMENT., |

WOLOSTHAT

DEVELOP INTO
PNEUMONIA

lead to serious lung trouble. You can |
stop them now with Creomulsion, an |
emulsified creosote that is pleasant to
take, Creomulsion is a new medical
discovery with twofold action; it soothes |
and heals the inflamed membranes and |
kills the germ. |

Of all known drugs, creosots is rec- |
oguized by the medical fraternity as the
greatest healing agency for the treat-
ment of chronic coughs and colds and
other forms of throat and lung troubles,
Creomulsion contains, in addition to
creosote, other healing elements which |
soothe and heal the inflamed mem- |
branes and stop the irritation and in-
flammation, while the creosote goes on
to the stomach, is absorbed into the
blood, attacks the seat of the troubla
and destroys the germa that lead to
consumplion.

Creomulsion is guaranteed satisfac-
tory in the treatment of chronic coughs
and colds, bronchial asthma, catarrhal
bronchitis and other forms of throat

and lung and is excellent for
building :r the system after colds or
the flu. Money refunded if any cough

or ea.hl. no matter of how long stand-
ing, is not relieved after taking accord-
ing to directions. Ask your druggist.

Creomulsion Co., Atlanta, Ga. (Adv.)
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PAID CIRCULATION

for the SIX MONTHS
Ending Sept, 30, 1924

THE OMAHA BEE

Daily ...... .0 73,790
Sunday ........75,631

Does  mot  Include returos, left |
avers, samples or papers spoiled in
printing and includes no  specinl
sales or frae circulation of any kind. |

V. A. BRIDGE, Cir. Mgr,

Subscribed and swarn ta before me

this 4th day of October, 1924

W, H. QUIVREY,
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(Seal)

| but the lawmakers,

|whnn the shadow of the grim, gaunt

reaper hovers over us. But what of
fugitive from Jjustice? It does
matter to this Loy, a social outcast,
with every man's hand against him.
Alwave awalting the inevitable. Do
vou not think any first offender, at
least, whether he he a Jay Graham
or & man in the prime of life, who
in one mad moment has let tempta-

=]

tion ~overcome him and absconded
with thousands, in his saner mo~
ments would not gladly go back, if

he could, to the life he left and a
chance to look his fellow man and
liimself in the face with respect?
The judge should not be blamed,
if such be the
law. He s only a servant of the
law and must ahlide by it. Let peo-
ple pour out their pity on the fallen

SUNNY SIDEUP |

Jake Comfort,not forget,
Jhat Sunrise never failed us, iye ;5;"_

OI' Bill. White Is erupting again. Going down east he i

interviewed as usual, and proceeds to tell 'em. Whiat he tells
em i= always interesting, which is tho main thing. The truth
fsn't what they want, anyhow. Ol' Bill says he wants his son,
1ill, jr., to marry the soclety editor, and wanis his daughter
to marry one of his reporters. That all sounds very good and
democratic, but Ol' Bill doesn't want anything of the kind to
happen. He j=n't any different from the average Ameriean
father, one of whom we are which, What he wants is for his
son, Bill, jr., to marry the daughter of the local magnate, and
his daughter to marry some rising young man who is making
his mark in the marts of trade and commerce

Then Ol' Bill proceeds to emit his usual bushwa about
American women. That Is always a good line to pull. He
tries to make us belleve that he dons an apron regularly and
helps his wife with the dishes. We'll bet a coonskin that all
the dishes Ol' Bill has wiped since the first year of his marriage
wouldn’t set the dinner table for a party of elght, That dish
washing stuff 1s all in Ol' Bill's eye. We'll wager a couple of
two-dollar cats against a four-dollar dog that when OI' Bill's
wife goes away and the servant girl gets a wvacation at the
same time, OI' Bill elther eats at his favorite restaurants or
piles up a mduntaln of dirty dishes for the servant girl or
the Missus to wash when either or both get back.

O1' Blll ean't fool us with that line of dope. We've heen
married as long as he has. We've wiped as many diches as he
has, and all the dishes we've wiped since our courting days
don't amount to much, Of course we wiped quite a few during
the pre-nuptial days, but that was the usual courtship day
bluff. It dwindles away rapidly after the officiating minister
says something about not putting asunder what God hath joined.

The biennlal joke about a short legislative session is with
us once again, They go down to Lincoln all primed up to do
business with a whoop, but the pump valve sticks, and the
first thing they know the session is dragging out to Intermin-
able lengths., Right now they are talking about finishing up
before March 16, and they honestly think they will. The fact
{s they won't get a really good start before March 1, and 14
they get through befores the latter part of April they will be
Jucky. It takes 60 days for them to become thoroughly in-
fatuated with the job of lawmaking, log-rolling and wire-pulling.

Judge Peter J. Barron of Scottsbluff was in Omaha during
the recent meeting of the State Bar association and presided as
toastmaster at the annual bangquet. The next time we hear
some retreating-jawed young fellow bemoaning what he calls
lack of opportunity for a young fellow, we are going to back him
up in a corner and tell him about “Pete’” Barron. FPhyslcally
handicapped from early bovhood, Judge Barron cultivated his
brains. A country nmewspaper man, he studied shorthand and
qualified himself to be a court reporter, and he made a good
one. While reporting he studied law, amd in due time was
admitted to practice. He made good as a lawyer, just as he
had made gonod as editor and reporter, He was appointed to
the district bench, and made good, being elected by a handsome
majority at the recent election. “Pete’” might have been sell-
ing shoestrings if he had not determined to be a real man. Any
young fellow in Scotts Bluff county who whines about his Juck
or lack of oppertunity should be led up to Judge Barron's offfce
and told to take a look. Then he should be carefully escorted to
some secluded spot and soundly kicked.

Dwight Griswold of the Gordon Journal, A. B. Wood of
the Gering Courler and Emerspn Purcell of Broken Bow are the
three editor-senators. Griswold and Wood are republicans,
while Purcell is a democrat who gets the votes of rep q
as well as those of democrate. Purs has had a lot of legis-
Iatlve experience, but this wii] the first for the other two
We have hopes that the Reform Legislation we have in mind
will be supported by this trio, and we are arranging to have
them introduce all our Rills for Laws to ha Passed
WILL M. MAUPIN
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All Animals Barred.

A e e,
ones of earth. We need it - ' w en in
It may =often this hardened old 'respective Tenant—If 1 pay the| h OIIl' h
world into a semblance of what God|rent ydu are asking, I'm afrald ] d a
intended it should be won't be able to keep the wolf from
AN INTERESTED READER. |the door.
—_— Agent—Thae fanitor will attend to Onan
The soviet s concerned to get its|that, sir. No animals of any kind are|
bread and meat, but not its deserts.— | allowed in this bhullding, — Boston| 250 Rooms=—=250 Bathse=Rates $2 10 $3
Wall Btreet Journal Transcript. :

| A New Year’s Pledge of--
Funeral Service Without Charge
‘ for the Deserving Who Need Aid

To serve humanity
better in time of
greatest need.

Twenty-fourth
at Dodge St,

Death visits every family sooner or later.
leaves heavy hearts sorrowing for the loss of a loved
one,
expense of a long illness drains many a slender purse
of its last penny. Death then comes as a calamitv as
well as a bereavement. _
possible without the humiliation of an appeal to charity.

For more than twenty vears we have tried to serve
humanity in time of greatest need by giving real! as-
sistance and kindly comfort to those who are bereft.
Success has come to us, because, we hope, it was de-
served. We have tried truly to serve.
still greater service.
New Year we repeat the pledge made one vear ago to
the people of Omaha, as follows:

We ask all citizens to assist us in giving this service, by
notifving their clergyvmen of any cases of this kind
which may come to their attention, and thus enable ns
to lend a helping hand to those who need our assistance
in their hour of affliction,

Hoffmann-Crosby Funeral Home

ight, 1924

Alwavs it

Ofttimes sorrow is mingled with despair; for the

Christian burial may be im-

We wisgh to be of
And so, at the beginning of the

Any deserving family in Greater Omaha (includ-
ing South Omaha, Florence and Benson), rendered
destilute at the time of a death, is urged to come fo
us without hesitation or embarrassment, We shall
consider it a real privilege to provide a refined, re-
spectable burial, without any charge whatsoever for
our funeral service or funeral supplies.

A written stalement of the facls, made by any
clergyman of Greater Omaha is all that is needed
to command this service, no matier whether members
of the family belong to any church or not.

-|.t‘ll'[1}‘.l‘l‘.r"
JA ckson 3901

Omaha, Neb. ¢§ &
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