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OmaliaVhefc thoM'st is d( i|s Bes( 
SYMBOLISM OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE. 

On the White House lawn stands a great fir tree, 
to grow on and on through the years as a symbol. 
All over the land communities are putting nut 

Christmas trees. Tall, slender, graceful, beautiful, 
and all pointing upward. A wonderful thought, in- 

dicative of the saturation of America by the Christ- 

mas Spirit. 
Of course, we believe in Santa Claus, but it is 

not this faith we exhibit in the display of evergreen 

trees dedicated to the season. First of all. Ameri- 

cans are self-reliant. If this were not true, then 

the nation would never have reached its eminence. 

Under God, however, for our government begins 
with that declaration, and continues in all its ramifi- 

cations with trust in Him and the reverential under- 

standing that help comes to him who helps himself. 

Around the community Christmas tree will center 

the thought of a nation whose aim has been to bet- 

ter the world by example as well as*bv precept. That 

is the living proof of our sincerity in our profes- 
sions. 

• * • 

What does the Christmas tree signify? Those 

who have read Dr. Van Dyke’s beautiful tale, “The 

First Christmas Tree," have some notion of its true 

meaning. When the wandering monk laid his axe 

against the bole of the Druid oak, he struck a blow 

under which paganism reeled and fell. For that 

cak, he set up a fir tree, and giving back to the chief 

his son saved from the savage priests of a heathen 

god, he celebrated not the Yuletide, but the Christ- 

mas. Not the pleasure of a destroying god, but the 

Nativity of a Savior. 
So the first Christmas tree became a type of 

deeds done for the good of men. Have we, as a race, 

made any headway toward the time “when all men's 

good is each man's aim"? Con the record and see. 

•Note if you will what conditions prevailed before 

the Son of Mary was born at Bethlehem, and com- 

pare them with what is taking place today. What 

other page , of history discloses the contributions 

now so generously made for the relief of suffering, 
the succor of the helpless that may be noted on 

every hand. Give little heed to the hundred-dollar 

gifts, but take note of the dollars, the pennies, if 

you will. Out of what store they have, high and 

low, rich and poor, give that, those who have less 

may share with those who have something to divide. 
* * « 

Christmas h*as done something for a world that 

sadly needed such a celebration. Thp Saturnalia 
was grossly material in all its senses. The civiliza- 

tions of the past all went down, one Rfter another, 
because they lost their vision of things spiritual. 
On the White House lawn the great fir tree will 

burgeon through the coming years, a symbol of 

America’s faith, a notice to the world that the motto 

on our shield is not a mete pretense, but a vital fact. 

Our flag, our Constitution, our whole life as a na- 

tion, is devoted to the one great purpose, to serve 

and to exalt the nations of the world, under the 

providence pf God Almighty. 
That is the truest significance of the symbolism 

of the Christmas Tree. 

BROTHER CHARLIE JUMPS THE CUN. 

The new state house is in the custody of the gov- 

ernor, not that of the commissioner of public lands 

end buildings. Acting on this information there was 

no one to say him no when Governor Bryan decided 
that all was ready to move the governor’s office from 

the old to the new building. So he moved, and he 

nlso moved some of his democratic friends and fel- 

low office-holders along with him. No republican 
was included in the hegira. 

Dnn Swanson, who is commissioner of public 
lands and buildings, and knows something about the 

matter, is authority for the statement that the new 

1 iitate house will not be ready(for occupancy in its 

finished portions for thirty or sixty days yet. This 

means that the legislature will have to sit for a while 

at least in the old and dingy halls so long unin- 

habitable and positively dangerous. The old rooms 

will be dingijr than ever, now that the new building 
aurrounds the old. Also, it is stated, Governor Mc- 

Ml^llen will have to move back into the old quarters. 
All of this makes no difTprenrp. The present 

governor will go down to the future as the first to 

lit in thf executive offices of the mBgnifircnt new 

ifate house. He has madp a permanent record of 

this fact, by having himself photographed in th^ stir 

roundings that are not yet ready for even his modest 

manage. We recall John II. Morehead’s n 

when he was asked to favor a plan to erect, a new 

Capitol building. “My office at Kails City is no more 

Comfortable than this,” he said, and he expressed tbe 
Opinion that the old building would serve for many 

years. It nearly fpll down before he was out of 

Office. However, Brother Charlie was not so easily 
pleased with the office, so he beat the gun, in the 

yarlanre of the sportsmen, in his efforts to get, Into 

better quarters. • 

Experts are trying to prove that Rev. High! is 
Insane. They should have little trouble in showing 
tW*t he was a very erude criminal. 

Custer county farmers are reported to be bolding 
their corn for feeding purposes. We opina that thia 
will bs found general over the state. 

OMAHA’S GREAT TOWN HALL. 

Commissioner Hopkins is asking $75,000 for re- 

pairs to the Omaha Auditorium. That amount of 

money is about one-third the sum that might prop- 
erly be expended on the place in order to bring 
into something near a really serviceable condition. 

Conceived in a most ambitious spirit, the Auditorium 
lias been a source of anything but pride to the citi- 

zens from the first. Whatever its history, however, 
it was finally taken over by the city, as a place for 

great public gatherings, for entertainments, and the 

like. If any suggestion that it might become self- 

sustaining was ever held out, it was under mis- 

apprehension. 
An Auditorium is not likely to be a paying in- 

vestment, if it is in any way adequate to its purpose. 
The Omaha Auditorium is neither. It lacks many 

essentials of convenience and comfort. Some of the 

common requirements of decency are lacking. These 

matters have been discussed and considered and 
abandoned year after year, wh'le the* condition of 

the old structure, has gone steadily backward. N'ow 

that it is to be called into requisition to house a 

great national gathering, some money is to be ex- 

pended on repairs that have been delayed toe* long. 
The program outlined by Commissioner Hopkins 

is all right as far as it goes, but it does not go far 

enough. We hope that, now a start is made, the 

work will Pot be allowed to drop until the building 
is made to approach something near what it ought 
to be. Talk of a newer and more commodious struc- 

ture on another site is not likely to come to more 

than talk for quitp a while. The present Auditorium 
will very likely serve Omaha needs for many years 
to come. Therefore it is imperative that repairs on 

it he of a permanent quality and in line with a gen- 
eral plan for remodeling the structure and making 
it what it should be. i 

CHARLES GILBERT, MARTYR. 

A stpp from hi* narrow quarters in the air- 

plane’s body into the blackness of a storm. The 

deadly rip of his parachute, tearing in the gale. Then 
a drop to certain death, down through the snow- 

filled air to a doom he could not avert. 

That was the earthly end of Charles Gilbert, 
night air mail pilot. His machine had gone bad, and 
he was so blinded by the storm he dared not try to 

make a landing. On the parachute alone his life de- 

pended, and that one hope was futile. Man again 
lost in’the contest with the elements. Just as the 

army aeronauts were lost when their balloon ex- 

ploded in the storm last summer. N'o man will ever 

know the details, but the story of the disaster is 

roughly pieced out from the fragments of informa- 
tion left, mute testimonials of what did occur. 

Gilbert’s duty required that he make a flight 
from Chicago to Omaha hy night. Storm threatened, 
but did not deter him. He faced the temor of the 

air, alone, because he was on public service and 
could not allow the regularity of that service to fail 
because it entailed a risk on his part. 

How much thought do we give to the comfort we 

purchase at the cost of other men's lives? Lately 
we have had the example of firemen and policemen, 
now we add the air mail man to the list of those who 

expose themselves daily for what is deemed the good 
of society. This one man’s death will not stop the 
air niail, any more than a mishap to a policeman dis- 
bands the police force. Such service must go on, 

for it is necessary to our live*. But it should not 

go one with so little of casual acceptance as has 
been givpn. 

Charles Gilbert is a martyr, just as is every man 

who gives his life that the live* of others may be 

i more fully enjoyed. He did his work well, and 
died at his post. That is, after all, a man's end. 

__ 

WHY WE CURSE PEOPLE. 

A lot of folk* will smilp when they read of how 
a Boston woman has cursed and devoted to death a 

New York man. Members of the hard-boiled Twen- 
tieth century society know that it is not being done. 
It belongs to a time when there were werewolves, and 
old women held communication with the prince of 

darkness, who could be evoked by them at pleasure. 
When foolish men and women gathered in the gloom 
of night, and “celebrated” “black mass." Knowl- 

edge has dispelled most of these foolish notion*. 
Yet some folks have not entirely divested them- 

selves of th» superstitions that once restricted man- 

kind. Anyone know' jt bad luck to get hit by a 

street car, but how many will tempt fate by walking 
under a ladder? Or who picks up a pin when the 
head is towards him. knowing it is a sign of bad 
luck? Does anyone ignore a “hunch,” without regret 
afterward? 

We not only read of “eur«es" being called down 
on people, hut we generally indulge in the habit. 
Without realizing its futility, maybe, we daily damn 

this, that or the other thing. Whatever gives us 

momentary offense or annoyance, is made the suh- 

ject of an imprecation more or less terrible, whirh 
would astonish us greatly were it brought to pa«s. 

Why do wp rurse people or things? Just, a habit 
that ha* come down from an age when *uch thing* 
carried weight with them. The Boston woman may 
he impotent, with her black magic, hut she is Just 

^following in the trail of many generations who have 
held her beliefs. And these curses are of the sort 
that was called down on the Jackdaw of Klieims: 

“Oti. there never was heard such a terrible curse, 

tint what save rise 
To no 111 He surprise. 

No one seemed a penny the worse." 

Anyway, Governor Bryan will go down to his- 
tory as the first executive to occupy the new state 
house. 
r—- 

Homespun Verse 
■—By Omaha's Own Pnat— 

Robert IVortbington Davie 

CHRISTMAS BRINGS HAPPINESS TO ALL. 
'Tin n Rind. wnarv pair 
That In wall n slit nniir* 

• if lh** pmnrnln Old Mania will train 

Whan ha Klldnn swlflli down 
Oar lha llttla foilin' town 

I.Hta lata on t'hrlntma* a\a. 

In anrh hoiina, out of nlKht, 
Thara'n a ahanl fsstrnad tight — 

And Santa known right, whnro It ntamln; 
Ha won't Hard n light 
Wlian ha roman I'hrlsltnas night. 

11 a will iipan tha lid with hin hnndn 

It won’t taka him long. 
W th hl» munrlnn no strong. 

To plan for tha morning's glad nolsa. 
11 a will glia as ha should- 
All I hat a |s to tha good 

l.ittl* gill" mill lha good llttla hois. 

Tharn's s glad, wasrv pair 
That will stsnd proudly thais 

Wlian tha llttla folks wakn from thair rast 
And 1 vanturt) to sav 

'(hay will h««iult« ns gav 
As th* ones who by Mauls »r* w-'na-sg 

| Har You Kids, Shush! 

Letters From Our Readers 
All letters must be but nsme will be withheld upon request- Communi- 

cations ol 200 words and leas, will be fiven preference. 
_ 

Endorses Action'* View*. 
Omaha—To the Editor of The Omn 

ha Bee: As a resident of Omaha, 1 
take great interest in it* welfare and 
one particular, article in *Tha Bee by 
one H. C. Action is a timely one and 
should be perused by laboring men as 

well as the more genteel, where one 

depend* on using street cars to take 
him to and from his work. I had 
been contemplating for some time to 
discuss that same subject that he 
handles in such manner I have no 

comment to make. True. I rather 
think he uses a fictitious name, but 
that cuts no figure. If he can g**t rec- 
ognition under the alias. I must say 
he voices KO per cent or the voter* of 
Omaha and Council Bluffs. Stop for 
one moment and see who It is cram- 

ming these small receptacle* for ad 
vertlsing matter In the street cars 

that the dear public can be hull gulled 
Info believing that the street, car com- 

pany is on the verge of bankruptcy 
at R cent* fare. T can refer yon to at 
leist three rlilrs where a nlrkle and 
.1 rent* are sufficient to meet all de. 
rnands with a neat surplus, say noth- 
ing of a toll bridge rh a side Issue, 
which Is a regular l»ank • f Us own. 

Simplv because a lot of chumps 
either liotight up by the railroad or 

appointed by their •*.special allies, that 
would permit them to he Hava that 
they should be entitled to 7 per cent 
on $14,900,000 of property that this 
commission says they represent. Great 
Caesar! I shall not tamper with Mr. 
Action s figures. They nr# there to 
i.e s»en; that no nne can with resnn 

dispute, only he did not go far enough. 
I felt tickled to the bottom of my 
feet when Mayor Ha hi’ an said there 
would be no advance in school chil- 
dren’s fares That may be « shinv 
head, but there l* something In it be- 
sides bond coupons. He voices the 
sentiment of every bead of families 
In r'mah* and Council Bluffs. 

The railroad commission nay* the\ 
are entitled to 7 per rent on $9*0,000. 
Don’t be timid, gentlemen, ask and 
vou shall receive. The other writer 
has handled this so nicely that T will 
make no attempt to tamper with his 
figures and If looks up a tree to me 

he knows pretty near w hat he Is talk- 
ing about. Jf T can odd any etn 

belishmenl* to his statement*. I will 
gladly do so. When we consider that 
this enormous amount Is tnub ted 

from the poorer class of people, end 
our noble mayor see* it plainly, is it 

Inv wonder that they hesitate In 

saying what thev will raise the fares 
to, hut claim they must be raised to 
exist. 

Mr. Editor, T am In favor of, be 
fore granting any raise In street car 

fares: If the writer had anything to 

do wllh It. I would have the street 

car company place its book* In hands 
nf experts and strange* to the con- 

ditions existing. 'Phot the tend*! 
hearted should be called on once In 
about every three year* to gl\e vent 

Mr« Iko I,ark's \» id"\vt i| slot- 
hs* h joko on th' him' sky prnniot 
or*. Hor husband loft hor $ I 1 N, 
an’ thny don't know it. If you 
want t' pot n hip, hourly frllor off 
o' you for lifn tako him t' a ton 
room for dinnor. 

(i t>|i> lllit, 1924.) 

to tears so copiously shed over this 
tiny corporation going into l>ank 
ruptcy. Vou remember, a short tlm 

ago this old bugbear came so close 
on verge of bankruptcy that It was 

not carried out. but through some 

hocus-pocus game they enlisted 
enough capital to expand th« bridge 
to such an extent that would sb ken 
th° thoughts of e\er getting the com- 
mon herd to vote b°nds for a new- 

one. at least for aome time to come 

I sometimes think we are a queer 
people and would, in conclusion, env 

that Mr. Action, or whoever he may 

he, has our sympathv, and give them 
to understand we can see things e\en 

if we are blind. 
J. a. WHOOPKRtT. 

Thirty second Ave Omaha. 

Mr. Llvesey Is Alarmed. 
ratonaville. Md To the Kditor of 

The Omaha Ree: Health Commission 
er Pinto of Omaha Is alarmed over 
the childless marriages ami Says thal 

couples w ho ha\e no offspring within 
two years after marriage ought to 

have their marriage annulled. Mr 
l’into ought to look into causes. Our 
educational system Is at the bottom 
of the thing Its whole trend Is to 

ward the dissolution of the family 
and the incoming <*f socialism, where 

the family will be entirely ruled by 
th« state. 

What we now' have will l»e no cum 

i>arl.«i n to what we will have If the 
hilrl ’.diKir amendment becomes a law. 

l'nder the compulsory eduration of 
the present the parents have lost 
4-mst of the control of their children, 

y'lie amendment is Just another ad 
»anee that the compulsory education 
has prepared for. No parent will have 
aught to sav regarding the child un- 

til 1 s, and at that time it will be be 
yond hla control anyhow, ready only 
to lie a vassal of the state in true 
socialistic* fashion. 

Socialists from away bark have eve, 

said: "f*Ire us the public schools and 
we will give you socialism, or. if not 
this, revolution." True prophets they 
hare been. The pltv of It Is that our 
millions of club women are their right- 
hand supporlei-s In attaining their 
goal. FRANCIS Jt I.IVKSKY. 1 

"sunny sideup 
lake Comfort.nor forget , 

Qhat Sunrise nei/er failed 
_ 
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Kdltnr Rylkmnn of th» Fremont Tribune *»>'* *n> 

and that we exaggerated greatly. We admit it. Th* 

epondent who sent us that 4-cent stamp, remarks Km tor Hytk^ 
man. "certainly poured hot water all over our editorial fee 

Now that we have admitted our proneness to exaggerate, lei 

■•rtyek" admit that the hot water waa as ls*nett< ial aa the 4-cent 

stamp wu educational. 

To May Robson, wherever she may l»e. a Merry Christmas 

and a long aeries of Happy New Years. No wonder she carries 

on so beautifully. Hhe cherishes her friends, and she doe* riot 

forget. One humble newspaper worker s Christmas Is mail* 

brighter because M's* Robson remembered. If some politician* 
we might name, but will not. had memories like Mays and s* 

lively a sense of appreciation, that HIM newspaper w,..c 

could have gone /it with a whole truck load of Christmas 

baskets for the needy. 

When we told our old friend. Will Onxxlem. that hundred! 
of men are being poisoned and made blind by Christmas booze, 

he simply smiled and replied: “Call the doctor and get me a dog. 

7f you are listening along about 10:30 this evening and 

hear a rumbling sound, accompanied by an earth tremor, do not 

be alarmed. It will be a rather rotund middle-aged man falling 

from a stepladder while trying to fasten a cand’e at the apex 

of a Christmas tree. That blamed stepiadder has bucked with 

us on other similar occasions. | 
On Sunday la*» 

Th»y buried Myrtle; 
They drove too fast— 

Car turned turtle. 
—Birmingham News. 

On Monday last 
They burled Loole; 

I.ooked at his gas 

With a lantern—blooie! 
—Houston (Tex.) Pispatch. 

On Tuesday last 
They planted Toad; 

He always tried 
To hog the road. 

—Hastings (Neb.) Tribune. 

On Wednesday last 

They buried Rife; 
lie courted it— 

He sassed his wife. 
Warren (O.) Tribune. 

And Thursday morn 

They interred Sap; 
He tried to drive 

With her on his lap. 
—Nebraska City Press. 

On Friday morn 

They Interred Jay. 
He disputed an engine's 

Right of way. 

Adam Rret'le wants to kn< w what the meek will do with 

I he earth when they inherit It. Its none of Adams business 

w hst we do with our inheritance when we get it. 

Jf you did not do your Christmas shopping early, you may 

now proceed to do It surly. And that takes ail the Joy out of 

Christmas. 

Suggestion to Governor-elect McMullen: Why not drop It 

In the rhristms* stockings of two or three friends we might 
name? WILL M. MAUPIN. 
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Regular falling* from Now *; A 
Yori< Rnwon.Monmtl- ^#4* ► I 
n rad a ra Fa wait mad aarriea to g 
Southampton and Charboorg. H 
iarurdava To Cobh •Ota**** f§ 
to»n>. UvtrpooL Hrnacwah. f fl 
London and Hamnurg. H 

W ■***+ faroi ««r*M f fl 
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ADENOIDS 
TONSILS 

SUCCESSFUL 
.••NON-SURGICAL — ; 

TREATMENT 
| No lot* of atrongtb. blued ot | 

tint*. T®r.-ad. a mmt efficient and ^ 

I mi'd ‘rn hom# rented? that >» t * 

I ritraNlUoflLliKf the old rue'll <1 of ■! 
I treating thr#e important a and* ■ 
■ of the human body, hr# idee b*ng I 1 
i a powerful provenflvo of inflam " 

• foatoeg condition# and catarrh of • 
I ha n*ta® Aid throat The Ton yd I 
■ treatment# ata carefully e*‘W»- ■ 

I pounded In a Apeelallet’i own I 
laboratory. Hundred* of adult* and | 

9 children hava tagain'd prrftrt « j 
• health and hanpine** through this o 

I proven humAnitarian method. ■ 

■ Haadrtdi 1 f It t bag® I 
■ received from former #viffe»-er*, ■ 
• praiting the yieat effa<tlvenee# of 
• noO’ittrgleal Ton ad. f ree booklet • 

■ containing evidence, orethcr with ■ 

h Internet ng Ton ad inf*."nation, mil ■ 
I l.« ®l ltd to anv eu/fne* 
® flon’t dclav writ# f.u'av. w 
• THR TON AH COMPANY. • 

1210hi Bradburv Rldg. | 
I o* Angalra, Calif. 
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NET AVERAGE 
PAID CIRCULATION 

for th* SIX MONTHS 
Ending 5*p». 30, 1924 

THE OMAHA BEE 
Daily 73.790 
Sunday .75,631 
|W* not #<«lu«l* tcliirM. Uf» 
nvfri, lampUi nr pa|«*r# ipoilvd In 

anti Iniludn tin •9>'fial 
•al«i nr fiat rlrriilation of anr kind. 

V. A. BRIDGE, C»r. Mfr. 
,4tib*rrlhrd and ttrnrn ta» hnfnt* ma 
thia 4 Hi ii*V of Ortnhau, If»?4 

W. II QUIVUY. 
(*»nl) Nolarjr Public 
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Take the Guesswork 
Out of Coal Buying! 

When you buy coal of us you eliminate “guesswork and 

are assured the “right” fuel for your particular need. 

Every coal we sell has proven its worth through the years 

t 'd is recommended to you over the recommendation of 

successful and satisfied users. 

1 HONANZA 
1 BjF Semi-Anthracite 

BONANZA Semi-Authracite ha* been a favorite 
OJ of Omahans for more than twenty year*. It i* 

smokeless and sootless; it ha* very'little ash; it 

|».f hold* fire 36 hours without attention and is an 

|“l ideal fuel in extreme weather where a steady heat 

| ^ is required. 

|! Mined and Sold Exclusively By Us 

Check This List of “Tested” 
Coals and Order Now! 

LIST OF FUELS AND PRICES 
Cherokee Lump.$10.00 
Cherokee Nut.$ 9.00 
Rock Springs Lump .$12.50 
Rock Springs Nut.$11.00 
Franklin County, 111., Lump Grate. $10.50 
Central Lump.$ 8.50 
Spadra, Arkansas, Grate.$16.50 
Pennsylvania Hard Egg.$21.00 
Pennsylvania Hard Chestnut.$21.00 
Milwaukee Solvay Coke. $16.00 

Order Now for Prompt Delivery 
Remember that stormy weather make* deliveries uncer- 

tain, so ’phone your order today and make ’’sure’’ your 
supply of coal is ample to meet any kind of weather. 

Phone JA-ekson 3012 

Central Coal & Coke Co. 
JA ck*on 301? 414 South 15th Str««t 


