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NO “BUNK"” ABOUT THIS.

A somewhat curdled eritic complains that Presi-
dent Coolidge lacks ingpiration. The president does
no rhetorical gymnastics. Papers issued from his
office contain no hifaluting phrases, Plain Ameri-
cans can read what he writes, and reading under-
stand. This, we submit, is the quality that has most
endeared the president to the people. It has tied the
bonds closer between his heart and the heart of the
nation.

Grover Cleveland was a great president, yet his
first term was in a large measure overshadowed by
a phrase, He wanted to say that a certain prac-
tice had fallen into “harmless disuse.,” Calvin Cool-
idge might have used those well known words.
Grover Cleveland wrote “innocuous desuetude,” fur-
nished a lot of material for jibes, and lost a lot of
votes he might have held had he not befuddled the
papers he prepared by falling away from the sim-
plicity of a language that permits the use of little
words to convey hig ideas,

The president’s message to congress was plain,
clear, and even the democrats have praised in more
than moderate terms the lucid language employed.
Is the president without vision? Some of the things
he s=aid during the campaign make it seem other-
wise. Addressing a group of business men on Octo-

er 23, he said:

“To treat business in our American lifa as if it
were somehow a thing apart would be impossible.
It j&= a part of our national life, . . We no longer
lear expressions of an indifferent attitude toward
the relation of business to the people. Rather, we
hear more and more the word, and note Increasingly
the sentiment, that ‘service has come into the busi-
ness world.! The merchant and the manufacturer
today are seeking to deliver something besides their
goods, and théy are delivering it with pride. That
new something is a sense of service to the com-
munity.”

The president might have uttered a w®derness of
platitudes about duty to humanity. He could have
voieed heartstirring sentiments involving universal
brotherhood. Praised peace and scored strife. Shed
tears over the plight of the unprosperous and thrift-
less. But he did not. He just put a high sentiment
of every-day life into a few common words, so none
can mistake their meaning. His reward is that he is
told he has no inspiration.

A man walked the shores of Galilee and taught
in simple phrases the grandest of gospels,
Doetrinaires and pedants have disputed His sayings
to the utter bewilderment and great weariness of
the world, Yet Christ’s own words are yet a solace
to all because they are few and plain. There is no
“bunk’ in the Sermon on the Mount. Yet we have
1o doubt the erities at Jerusalem s=aid it lacked in-
spiration.

STOP THE SLAUGHTER.

During the World War the United States lost
36,816 men killed in action, and the total casualties
was 317,387. The whole country grieved over this
awful loss,

During the last twelve months 22,000 people have
been killed and 678,000 seriously injured in auto-
mobile accidents. \

During the time American soldiers were in France
the average monthly loss of killed in action was
2,230. The average number killed monthly in auto
accidents during 1923 was 1,800,

"Warning signs, traffic officers and crossing sig-
nals seem to make no impress. The slaughter goes
on unchecked. Every twenty minutes somebody is
killed in an aufo accident jin the United States.
Every hour of the twenty-four 77 people are se-
riously injured in auto accidents, one every 45
minutes.

Four-fifths or more of these accidents, fatal and
otherwise, are preventable, Carelessness,” indiffer-
ence and reckless disregard of the rights of others
are responsible for them. Cautions, protests, traf-
fic officers and warning signals have failed.

Prevention is better than attempted cures. The
way to stop automobile aecidents is to begin with
the driversi Before any man or woman is allowed
to drive a car on the public highways they should be
made to prove that they are efficient and “safety-
minded.” Instead of more laws to protect the pub-
lie, there should be efficient enforcement of present
laws. A slap on the wrist will not deter reckless
and incompetent drivers. Nominal fines are too
often an excuse for boasting on the part of the
driver fined, Make automobiling safe by making
safe drivers. Make it still safer by preventing any
other kind of drivers from sitting behind the steer-
ing wheel,

Twenty-two thousand fatalities a year through
auto accidents is a disgrace to the United States.

DRAMA AND THE LITTLE THEATER.

A hopeful band of Omahans have definitely em-
barked on an enterprise to the success of which we
give our best wishes. Tt is the “Little Theater"”
movement, This will not coneeivably assume such
proportions as to give cause for apprehension to any
who are engaged in the “show business” down town.
What it will, or, at least, should do is to encourage
those who still hold the drama as an art in such es
teem a8 to be unsatisfied with moving pictures and
the like.

No need to waste time in lamenting the change

that has come over the situation. Omaha is not
alone. Communities all over the land find condi-
tions as regards the theater much the same as here.
‘Many reasons may be cited for this. All of them

are good, and the combination is not beatable by

ordinary methods. Yet there is hope. When Otto
Kahn took part in the dedication of a new “Little
Theater” building in New York lately he uttered one
thought that is encouraging. When nature sets out
to produce anything worth while, she starts at the
beginning. © The Washington Square Players began
in a “bandbox theater.”

Art is permanent, The :drama is one of its
most popular manifestations. Proof of this, if
needed, is afforded by the moving picture, one of
the forms of drama, combining movement and por;
trayal of scenes in a peculiar way, sometimes ex-
hibiting the highest form of art. Yet the motion
picture lacks that which is the very soul of the
drama. It does not have the spoken word. <The
cadences of the human voice give life and meaning
that can not be supplied by movements or gestures.
Who that saw her can forget Sarah Bernhardt, the
last time she played “L'Aiglon” in Omaha? As she
stood by her chair, declaiming the wonderful verse
set down for the Eaglet, those who heard her forgot
that she was so crippled by a twisted leg she could
not walk. It was the marvellous beauty of her un-
surpassed voice that charmed the multitude into rap-
ture. No animated picture could achieve that effect.

8o the Little Theater group of Omaha will start
small. It will busy itself with the production of
such plays as are within its scope, some to be writ-
ten, all to he enacted, by its members, Thus will
the flame be kept burning clear on the high altar
that is dedicated to Art. A day will surely come
when the spoken drama will once more be restored
to its proper place. When that time comes, those
who are promoting the cause, even by the limited re-
sources of the amateur theater, will have their re-
ward in knowing their service was not in vain.
Therefore we wish for the Omaha Little Theater suc
cess, and bid its promoters be of good heart,

SIMPLE LIFE NOT SO DIFFICULT.

Along with the announcement that the president
traveled from Washington to Chicago as a plain
citizen would have done, we got many references to
Jeffersonian simplicity. Thomas Jefferson, riding to
Washington and hitching his nag to the picket fence
around the White House was the picture. Very
good, so far as it goes,

But Thomas Jefferson traveled in what was then
the most popular fashion. He was far more com-
fortable on horseback than. he would have been in
a stage coach, or even the most luxurious of private
carriages. Not that this should in any way detract
from the modesty of the manner of living of the
great demoerat. Calvin Coolidge, riding in the draw-
ing room of a compartment car on a fast train, trav-
eled in such comfort as Jeffersom might have
dreamed of, but never experienced, No monarch or
nabob of the past, with all his pomp and circum-
stance, had such ease as did the president on that
journey.

The whole affair is suggestive of zomething be-
sides the very practical turn of the president’s mind.
It is a visible proof of the progress humanity has
made. Of the advantages of being an American
citizen. For nowhere on earth is life so cushioned
against the shocks of living as it is in the United
States. The great hu'.l.-l on wheels, which really
are the modern limited trains, afford only a single
feature of the whole picture.

Mr. Coolidge's very practical example is timely.
He could not be as simple as Jefferson, if he cared
to be. The conditions are not such as will permit.
He can be as democratic, and is. Americans revere
their president, and love to see him on dress parade,
If he travels hy special train, it is for their con-
venience, and not because he is inclined to extrava-
gance. But a short journey of 800 miles on a regu-
lar train does not set any eminence in simplicity,

MONEY IN THE FARMER'S POCKET.

No reference to water transportation is complete
without some statement as to its effect on farm
prices, Since agriculture has developed in the trans-
Missouri region to its present stage there has been
no real opportunity for proving the point. Always
the assertion is alone. Now
comes a case that proves the point, !

The Kansas City Southern railroad asks that a
reduction of 2 cents per hundredweight in the rates
on wheat and flour from Kansas City to the Gulf be
permitted. This is to enable the railroad to com-
pete with the water-horne traffic. Wheat and flour,
and similar products are now being carried by water
from Kansas City to the Gulf at a rate 3'3 cents
helow the railroad charge.

The clearest possible illustration of the value of
water transportation to the farmer is here afforded.
Two cents on each hundred  pounds of material
shipped out 8f the region that may be served by the
Missouri river would be a tremendous return on the
cost of making the needed improvements. The Kan-
sas City Southern has proved the case for the river
completely.

supported by theory

How true it is that “Hell hath no fury like a
woman scorned.” A Fremont wife rebuked by her
husband, tipped the officers off to 150 gallons of wine
hubby had sequestered in g subterranean recess, and
the wine was poured into the gutter. That's about
the limit of wifely revenge in these days. \

The snowstorm may have stalled a few trains,
but just think of the wheat it made to be hauled off
by trains next fall, Whatever damage the storm
wrought isn't a marker to its benefits to the soil.

The prize winning baby beef at the national stock
show will be sent to the Coolidge farm in Vermont.
If it keeps up its record it will have to have some
alfalfa and corn from Nebraska.

A publishing house advertises a book that will
answer every question s child ean ask. Which re-
minds us of the Arkansaw man's remark when he
saw hig first hippopotamus,

Whatever settlement is made in the street rail
way matter, it must not shift the cost onto the gchool
children and working people who notw constitute the
bulk of the patrons,

The Englishman who has invented a noiseless air-
plane is cordially invited to come over and work on
the automobiles that pass our chamber window at
6:30 a, m.

The Custer county man who fed his wife mer-
cury tablets has exparienced a considerable falling
of mental temperature since the authorities nabbed
him,

December 26 will be Christmas for youa, but it is
likely to be only December 25 to others unless you
do vour share towards filling the Community Chest,

Twently years ago the suckers were prosecuting
Cassie Chadwick, Today their progeny is prosecut
ing Koretz. 1t will be somebody else next year.

in Colorado
if it had

of o skeleton in armor
awarded more fSittentuimn

The discovery

would huve been

been a skeleton discovered in a fumily closet,
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tive of state intrusion, which must k el

ted to run the republic in peace and
in war. It may be fairly eclaimed
that soma of the least successful acts
of his administration were possible
only because ths republican opposi
tlon In congress was divided, pur
poseless and miserably led. Then in
1921 Mr. Harding took the helm. 1t
i= no disparagement of the late presi
dent to say that in his effort to avold
Mictating to congress he leaned too
far backward, The unfortunata record
f the 68th congres was largely due

to the fact that no directing force
wis behind it. Legislators do mnot
need bossges, but they always meed

leaders—men who can sometimes he-
eome actively disagreeabls {f thelr
righteous wishes are brushed aslde.
But Mr. Harding had the faults of
his gracious nature, He sorely dis
llked even a necessary row.

Mr. Coolldge, coming to the presl
deney without a -direct commission,
with the federal favors nearly all ap
portioned, and with even cablnet of
ticers of another's choosing, was in
no position to tighten the clamps of
party discipline. Now all is changed.
He is president {n hi=s own right and
nwes nothing to a singls representa
tive or eenator, Many of them were
enabled to go back to Washington by
merely clinging to his coat-talls. Sen
j,.'\ Follette in addition has ren

his former party an enormaous

le

ator
M o
service by tnking out of it thoss «
ments that had to he called “‘repub
Nean' only with quotatinn marks.

'he republican party ls now at the|
Giaposal of & taciturn and canny New |
Englander of a firm jaw, He will]
know what to do and every American
who loves our system of govermmnent
and looks heyond the advancement of
a few temporary Interests will ap
plaud him,

Extra Session Talk.

From the New York Evening Post

Arguments for and agalnst the call
ing of an extra session of the con-
gress are being poured Into the enrs
of Presldent Coolidge, who {8 repre
sented as keepink an open mind on |
the subject, Under ordinary condl-
tlons the welght of public epinion
would be overwhelmingly opposed to
the summoning of COngress & day
carller than is absolutely necessary
fur the dispatch of publie business
Ichoes of the universal sigh of relief
that went up all over the country
when the last adjournment was taken
have not vet died away. But the
character of the nation's verdict at
the polls on November 4 has given a
new aspect to the question and con-
ferred pew obligations upon the re
publican party.

Inevitably lead and
breakdown."

For some time it has heen evident
that labor has bheen getting away
from the idea that becajse an Indus.
trial unit is big, it is of necessity bad.
The cynic will say that fair wages
with maotor cars have brought about
this change. But labor has learned
that there s efficlency in large or
ganizations, decently run, which as
sures fairer wages and steady work
Organized labor itself is a great In-
dustrial "‘trust,” which complains of
what it considers unfair use of antl-
trust lMMwe against it. In this neWer
attitude of labor, one may vaslon a
growing harmony In the Industrial
world, a clearer understanding be-
tween the great organizations of capl-
tal anid of labor—with government
only an Impartial judge {o protect the
meneral publie, the “party of the third
part,” from abuses. But this cannot
rome until husiness stopa running to
jovernment for epecial favors,

to bureaucracy

She Remembered.

Jack wns home for his holldaye
from college. One day he sald to his
mother, “May T tell you a narrative,
mother?” The mother, not heing
ured 1o hearing such big words, sald,
W !“u ia a narrative, my boy?"

- o

narrative is a tale sald Jack

a/ s

But Gompers Keeps Going.
~Omaha.—To the FEditor of The
Omaha Bes: The Natlon's Business
has an editorial, “Roll Call nf the Old
Uns.'”" The well meaning editor says:
"“Age has lts victories npo less re
nowned than vouth.” He should have
mald, In gome Instances, *““Age has '.‘.~=‘
victories, etc.” The men he has nur-n-J
tioned are not merely men, but supes |
men And only supermen improve
with age. We have plenty of in-
stances of gage showing jusi the re
verse of improvement, such ax Sam-
uel Gompers, W, J. Bryan, La Fol.
lette, and others. These men had the
finest chances in the world to become
Supermen in their particular spheres
Gompers for many vears was a verl-

tioned Samuel Gompers as one of the
elect,
this class,
ward for some time, but was too stub-
barn
leader of the labop-party he s pretty
much of a joke, and oniy
his past usefulness keef
he is.
an? he should be man
tire and let A& younger man take oter
his burden.
age and its possible qualities, there
are times. when
with
how old a person
can keep the pace, but when he begins

to lag, let him drop out, for the pace-
makers do not walt en anvone, and
the laxger only hecomes an impedi-
ment in the enward march of prog-
ress. C. 8. FREDERICKES.

W hen in Omaha
Hotel Conant

Roomse=250 Bathse=Rates $2 to $3

Gompers no longer belongs in
He has been slipping back

to acknowledge it As the

respect for
ya him where
He has outlived his usefulness
enough to re

With all due respect for

sentiment interferes
It matters not
la, o0 long as h--l

the practical.

table god to the labor forces. What is
he now? A decrepit old wreck who
has not only lost his hold on the
business of living and directing oth
ers to live and progress, hut has
actually gone over to the minority
side of constructive, practical think
ing. The once staunch materialist
has become a doddering dreamer.
Both the others are gone Into the has-
heen class and will remain there unti]
the Angel of Death calls for them.
All three of thesa men ought to be at

the very summits of thelr Intellectunl
powers and Influence; that they are
not provea that they were not "of the

Jark
light,|

That night, when golng to hed,
eald, "May 1 extinguish the
mother?

His asked, “"What
mean hy saving extinguish?

“"Extinguish means put out,”
Jack

A few days later Jack's mother was
glving a party at thelr home, and the
dog walked In. Jack's mother raised
her volce and sald, “Jack, take that
dog by the narrative and extinguish
him,"—Australian Christian.

Too Friendly.

“T didn’t get the number on It, but
It was A chummy roadster that hit
you,”” said a man in the crowd.

“Chummy! Chummy!" snorted the
pedestrian who had been bowled over,
“it was  downright familiar, that's
what It was."—Cincinnati Engulrer.

ADY ERTISEMENT,

DUCH! BAGKACHE
BUB LUNBAGD AWY

Il in sore and lame,
sclutica or rheumatism
you stiffened up,

Mj»i!

mot her Ao you

When youn
T bago,

has

A good deal depends upon how far

ins n proof that

stufl of supermen’ such as the editi
of Natlon's Business mentions, and|
he has not given this|

matter thought has men.

much ha

Peerless Petroleum Goke
The Heavy Kind

Few Ashes -.- All Heat
U P D I K LUMBER &

COAL CO.

WA Inut 0300

1€ EC LA L LU FANELE ELL R CECC - SCELREECECCEL LN (= e CCce L~

$85.00.

the chastening effect of that verdict ‘on't suffer! Get a
will extend to restoring party discl cent hottle of
pline or fn moderating the erratic o 14 Vb adt B
radical tendencies of members of th 1l X J
pressnt congress. The need for tas lucobs OIl  at any
revision and for the corvection of tl dmig slore, pour &
unders of the Inst session offers ittle in  wyour hand
strong arguments for the early call md rub it right on
ing of the new congress: and an our aching back,
nrlu-rI |nrtlm ;ﬂp;f]nll!r of the ]lurlnx in vn-d the soreneas
tervpl of more than a Yeir bhetween
the ‘kl‘alta”nl{ of ity commission (o and lameness 19
new congrese and its first meeting g, »
to assume ite  responsibility and In Une for &
ulwy the mandate of the countey venrs, this soothing.
Those who look for any really con penetrating  oil takes
structive legisiation or for havmond the paln  right out,
oun cooperation with Pdesident Cool and ends the mis
e from the congress as IL was con .y It is absolute
stituted by the natlonal electlons of| 0 4 iiee and doesn’t burn the
1920 and 1022 are boasing thelr ex. :
pectations mainly upon the hope of #kin
whant might and ought to come to s
pAss — — s e e b
Personality Plus. NET AVERAGE
From Ths Chioage News
A conductor on the Pennsylvanin PAID C'RCUMTION
rallrond gefs a signal tower named
after him. Tt used to be only a st for 8""' 1924, of
of nlphabetical signal tower It wn= THE OMAHA BEE
rignal tower P. J Now It Is slgnal
tower Ragan, Dlily sesisss e 3,040
That s bhecause Conductor Leowis v
W. Hngan has Just completed bl Sunday ........ 73,“5
“oars of service ns a conductor and | D b
haa! meguitted  hlself  mevitorlonsly mﬂ:‘ll.. :‘::npl.‘:t:u n”;:.t:r:;m:-l:;
throughout thnat Intorestingly NI printing wnd includes no spocial
trnetad perviod snles o1 free cirenlation of any kind.
The world alwaye hne glven recog
nition ta Itk absolutely  top  people V. A. BRIDGE, Cir. Mgr.
Phila age more and mord glives recok Subscribed and sworm to helore me |
nltlon 1o mecit wherever it s found, | this 4th day of October, 1924,
The name of 1l prealdent of tha | |
Ponnavivanin vally q wha bally 1) .-i W. H QUIVF\I-
ansvivaiin atitlon s New Yoirk 8 (Swal) Notsry Public
on the bullding Mr, Ragan's name| X -

3224 Farnam Street

Stack Service [s Quality Service

Stack Service is the criterion of Mortuary
Service in Omaha. Set into a background of
rare beauty and elegance, this service offers
everything to be desired in a refined, exact- :
ing service.

And yet, with all this perfection of service,
the elegance and grandeur of appointments
and the home itself, Stack prices are always
surprisingly low. The charge may be any fig-
ure you name, and we will, if requested, fur-
nish a complete funeral for as low a price as

: Day and Night Cadillac Ambulance Service

Stack Funeral Home

“Omaha’s Most Beautiful Funeral Home”

HA rney 0064
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