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RESPONSIBILITY THAT GOES WITH OFFICE.
When the president of the United States takes

office he assents to this oath:

“I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully ex-
ecute the office of the president of the United States,
and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, pro-
tect and defend the Constitution of the nited

Btates,”

That is the simplest form of obligation presented
to the ruler of any great power. Its terms are clear,
distinet, and with only a single meaning. The Con-
stitution of the United States carefully outlines the
powers, the duties and the responsibilities of the
president of the United States, and also thoze of
congress and of the courts.

For many years the country prospered under the
reasonable application of the provisions of the Con-
gtitution. Men who were called to high office ac-
cepted the responsibility as well as the honors, and
served their country “to the best of my ability.” A
line of presidents from George Washington down to
Calvin Coolidge have assented to that oath of office,
kissing the Bible in attestation of their sincerity, and
under God have served the people well.,
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Now we are coming to a new day, and aspirants
for the office of president of the United States would
like to be relieved from the provisions of £he Con-
stitution. Senator La Follette is particularly anx-
jous that the fundamental law of the land be so
amended as to shear from the supremes court the
power to finally determine the validity of any act
passed by the legislative body. To similarly strip
the executive of his powers will be an easy step,
once the court is brought into subjection, and the
wovernment of ‘‘checks and balances” as it has ex-
isted for 135 years under the Constitution is de-
stroved,

John W. Davis comes forward with another pro-
posal, equally far-reaching in its immediate effects,
and certain to have as deep and profound an influ-
ence of the course of our government. He would
have the existing method of negotiating treaties
modified, to the end that the house as well as the
senate be consulted, and that a majority instead of

& two-thirds vote be sufficient to ratify.

Both of these proposals are in line with the at-
titude of Vietor 1. Berger, who insists that the Con-
stitution is a worn-out document, and so should no
longer be amended, but should be discarded in toto
and something entirely new be substituted. His ar-
gument is that the people should be permitted at any
time to change their fundamental law, so thaj the
government, instead of resting on established princi-
ples, will be the whim of whatever faction may al
the moment be in power. And thiz means the logieal
end of socialism—anarchy.
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In both the Davis and La Follette proposals the
same thought is contained. A longing to escape re
sponsibility, Our officers, from the highest to the
lowest, are chosen te fill necessary places in the
machinery of the government. Each assumes a
definite duty, prescribed by law and sanctified by
custom. In the case of the president, one of these
duties is to negotiate treaties, by and with the advice
and consent of the senate, Senators are selected
4s presidents are, and have similar responsibilities
‘One of these iz to decide on treaties proposed by
the president. For 135 years these duties have been
carried out for the good of the republic. How will
the public be served hy increasing the number of
those who are to debate the questions contained in a
treaty? Or to lessen the proportion of votes needed
for ratification of a treaty?

Yet the demoeratic candidate for president asks
in advance that he be relieved as far as possible from
the responsibility of making bargains with foreign
powers, He does not want to accept a burden that
was horne by every president of the United States,
an authority that rightfully goes with the office.
Why does he not do as did Mr, Bryan, in the matter
6f declaring war, propose that treatics be sent to a
referendum of all the people?
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Under God, the source of all power In the United
Qiates ix the people. Through selected representa-
tives the people undertake to express their desires.
These are framed into laws, and these laws are ad
ministered by the men selected for the purpose by
the people. If these men are to be permitted to
shirk all the responsible functions of their offices,
and return to the people for decision on every point
that arises, we might A= well abolish the offices, and
settle everything by referendum.

" The alternative Lo this is to put into office men
who have the high moral courage to observe the re-
quirements of their oath, and *““to the hest of my
ability preserve, protect and defend the Constitution
of the United States”

WHAT'S WRONG WITH PERSIA.

A rather stern note has gone from' Washington
tor the Pergian government, regarding the Imbrie
murder. Chiefly, the note holds the Persian author
ities responsible for the preservation of peace and
order in their own country. This includes proper
police protection for foreigners. The Persian gov-
ernment should be impressed by the language of the
nete, but how far it ean go in carrying out the terms
prescribed is doubtful.

Persia’s government has nol been an especinlly
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dependable unit in the general scheme of nations
for many vears. Long before the war an effort was
made to put its affairs on a sound basis, but the
American agent, who was making some headway,
was ousted at the instance of the Russian govern-
ment. Russia, Germany and England all played for
Persia. The drive to the east was urgent with each
of these great powers, and gave Persia a fictitious
importance the shah and his court were quick to
take advantage of.

When the World War ended, England was in
possession of the land, but Lloyd-George met great
opposition at home and abroad, his effort to tie the
Persians to England by generous loans arousing
much resentment. At about this time, the Russian
penetration was resumed. All around northern Per-
sia the soviets have set up a ring of republics, and
the agitators have steadily pushed into the interior.
Along with this comes renewal of the Japanese
propaganda of Asia for the Asiatics. Tossed about
on these varying currents, governmental authority
in Persia has been much weakened, until it now ex-
jsts more as a name than a fact.

If Imbrie was the victim of a mob, as he seems
to have been, and that mob was ingpired by a dis-
like for foreigners rather than by religious fanati-
cism, as also seems probable, the task of complying
with the requirements of the United States will not
be easy. Sometime a stable government may again
prevail over the ancient empire, but at present it is
clinging to a rather precarious hold.

HELPING OUT IN EUROPE.

When Hon., “Pat’ Harrison was sky-rocketing
at Madison Square Garden last June, he emitted
the following words, with reference to the attitude
of the administration toward European affairs:

“Never hefore In all its history has Amerlca

turned a deaf ear to the appeal of humanity, or the
call of civilization, Foreign countries have sought
our advice, 'Theyv have pleaded for
but lo! their supplications have bheen
their pleas rejected.”

This was not true at the time, and “Pat” Harri-
son knew it, but it had a sonorous, resonant sound,
go he let it ride along with a lot of other foolish
rant. At the time that speech was delivered the
publie had been advised that the United States would
have a part in the meeting now in progress in Lon-
don, The purpose of that meeting was to discuss
ways and means for putting into effect the report
of the Dawes commission. Both of these proofs of
the willingness and readiness to co-operate with
Europeans in settling their affairs right were known
to Senator Harrison, and to every delegate in the
democratic national convention, yet they rapturously
cheered him when he asserted to the contrary.

A newer proof of the influential presence of
Americans at the conference is contained in the
statements from London 'that Colonel Logan, un-
official observer, has intervened to avert a breach
between England and France.
promise suggestion, the conference is able to pro-
ceed. More than that, the' eventful successful adop-
tion of the Dawes plan is made secure by this inter-
vention,

Yet “Pat” Harrison and those who
insist that the administration has
Europe, and as “Pat"” so chastely puts it, “skulked
and complacently looked on." The and

our counsel:

ignored and

follow him
will

president

Because of his com- |

abandoned |

his helpers are doing all they can to aid Enrope, and |

are doing it the more effectively, because they are
aiding the Europegans to aid themselves., Peace and
understanding will come to the people of the Old
World, but not because of the bombastic utterance
of a democratic keynoter. It will be through prae-
tical' help and advice from men who are sincere
in their efforts and honest in their intentions. Presi-
dent Coolidge is doing his work well,

IT SIIMPLY CAN NOT BE DONE.
1

Complaining about Lly
natural, but complaints not backed up by remedial
suggestions are worthless,
remedial.

conditions iz perfe

The most important nut on a machine is the
loose nut. The most dangerous nut jn government
is the political “nut” who would substitute hare-

brained theory for demonstrated fact. No machine
can perform ils best work with loosened nuts;
neither can government function properly when the
attention of the voters is monopolized by the loose,
“nuts” who denounce everything that is and would
abandon the wisdom of the fathers to
dreams of the visionaries,

Progress can not be made, either by individuale

accept

or governments, if every briar-sown bvpath ix ex
| plored and continued pause made to listen to the
vociferations of wayeide wanderers who condemn

wisdom of those who laid out the main road.
thrift and
Neither can government do more for its
people than they can do for themselves,

the
Laws can not compensate for lack sof
initiative.

To expect government to do more than the peo
ple who form that government iz to expect the im-
possible.

It simply ean not be done.

Senator Capper has discovered that “the country
needs a hard-boiled economizer like Coolidge.” The
senator’'s digcovery was coincident with his other
discovery that running for the senate in Kansas
without standing up for Coolidge waa very much
like trying to bail out the ocean with a spoon,

A correspondent of the Chicago News asks the
significance of the Y in Chicago's motto, “I Will,"
and the News replies that it represents the
branches of the Chicago river. The smell
to the Imagination,

three
is left

Is ?hou any significance in the fact that there
are thirteen letters in the name f the democratic
vice presidential candidate, Charles W. Bryan?

“0l' Gimlet Eve"” Butler appears to be an in
sufferable hore to the professional politicians of
Philadelphia.

Speaking of *“bobbed hair bandits,” the barber
bills may reveal some startling truths,
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Homespun Verse
—By Omaha’s Own Poet—

Robert Worthington Davie

J
LIVING,
When the day 18 n'er and we homewinrd trend
We're glnd and our hopes nre high
Fivan though we faill as we jonirne ieadd,
It's fine to be willing tn try

When we're [ncing sirife ps

And the sun in the fog pecline

It's plensant to know that it will push through,

And brighten our hearvis when of ehines,

When our and hnrdships tnls
Thelr toll an they often mux!
It's well that

And know

cnras arsa many

we may the grim forsake,
what It menne to trust,

When the dAark and the bright we fnicessantly mest
We eannot hut honestly know
Thitt Miter s

Ay striving and trusting

finding the swest

will show,

sharing the

But change is not always

In Other Words

WE CAN WRITE YOU THE

PRESCRIPTION AND SEE THAT
YOUR CREDIT [S GOOD AT

THE DRUG STORE BUT WE 1
REALLY CANT VERY WELL
TAKE YOUR MEDICINE FOR

Ly

SUNNY SIDEUP

Fake Comfort. nor forget
Thal sunrise never fai /etg us yet

elia Thaxler

|
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PRODIGALS.
from far

THE RETURNING

They're coming pack, theyre coming back;
slope.
They've heard Nebraska’'s barvest songs,
with hope.
For long they've fed
And now they're coming back
They henr afar the threshers’
And 8o Nebraskaward they turn, their eyves with hope ashine.
And nld Nebraska welcomes bLack these prodigmls nf vore—
They've learned their lesson, never fear; they'll never wander

maore.

their hearts are filled

upon the husks, their spirils all forlorn,
again to fields of waving corn
song, the sound of lowing kine,

‘re voming back, they're coming back; from travels far
afield.
Thev've lonked

better vield,
And looked in vain, for nowhere else heneath the vaulied dome
s one like old Nebraska—so that's why they're coming home.
They've had their fing; false proved their (riendg; their hopes

have gone awry;

R now they turn to home again bheneath Nebraska = sky.
And old Nebraska welcomes them, and gently smiles upon
These chastened prodigals of hers who never should have gone.

Th

in vain while wand'ring far for states with

1t 15 the same old story. The prodigals are coming hack.
The hizhwavs are cluttered with their flivvers, and the tour-
jsig' ramps are alive with songs of joy that Increase as Ne-
Since time began the old story has been
The fishing I= always best on
the alwavs langer and

braska draws nearer
repeated over a nid over agaln
the ather side of the ecreek,
greener on the other side of the fence

ErasR 1%

Rifd the fisherman who keeps his hook haited and in the
witer catches more fish than the man who wanders along the
banke. The mo#t milk is from the cow that attends to grasz-
ing instend of looking all the time for a weak place in the
fence, The men and women who had faith in Nebraska and
sturk tn the old state through thick and thin, are now coming
inta their deserved reward. The song of prosperity I8 sounding
increasing volume enthroned in the

gons and daughter=s who )

in ever and hope xils

hearts of het remained loval and true

———
The thousands who listened to the lure of the far away,
and followed the Ignus fatyus of plenty without inhor, are com
ing home, bowed by disappointment, bhut gaining new heart of
hope as they draw nearer to the old home state that has nevep
failed those who never fulled her
Of all thinegx good Nebraska has tl nost: of those thinge
evil N« iska has the least Like a lamp in the window, her
light has been kept shining to guide the wanderers back home.
15ka arful mother she is, knew in her heart
I sO0ner 1 l# would weary and vearn for
11 il flree, 1 i 8 pagt her larder has been lean. hut
it has never been empty. Today it is filled with a hount
store of all the good things of life, .
Nt asha COrT I'hu 2 W ¥ must me 1o
ri he : an tRe cattle and the hogs
sugar and t fruits of vine and tree A= Ehe
he golden store of her garnered fields, she gathers
Idenn flow of money that rewards the toiler, makea
1 Idzs homes and Inspires t ter cltizenshiy
N ] superior for fe and pro
§ & i
An empire w s} i willing ni=
Fron wasted s 1 f = A
sh fTars we b 2 v e i
thos A t wer fertd f
jchest meed of treasure yields
The smfle of God s on her soil—
NERBRASKA!
iof - 4 J - re - 5

Pacific
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.Recreation
in Endless Variety

- GREAT

“‘There'll Be a Hot Time 1n the Uld Town _:1‘011-1ggt._‘ ’.
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ot e atanyof

10,000 LAKES
| P The Land of the Sky Blue Water

Here you have swimming—canoeing—fishing—
hiking — riding — tennis — golf —dancing — every
. outdoor sport you can think of. Fashionable
hotels, cottages and camps next door to the big
ine woods and lakes. Brght, sunny days—de-
ightful, cool nights.

LOW SUMMER FARES

Reach the 10,000 lakes via the Chicago Great
Western. Fast time and good service. Send for
free book, “The Land of the Sky Blue Water,”
telling where to go and what it costs.

Faster Time
TWIN CITY LIMITED TWIN TY EXPRESS
Lv. Omaha 800 . m. Lyv. Omaha |
Ar 5t Payl TOSam Ar St Paul 7 gg; :
Ar. Minneapolis 745 a. m. Ar. Minneapolis $00p m.
L rite phome 3.l om
TAREHALL B RAIG.C A.P. D
. MINK] D.P A

1414 First Nationa

Bark Rldg ., Phone Jackson 0260
aha, Nebraska
L

he CHICAGO
WESTERN

THE MINNESOTA LAKES LINE
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6% INTEREST
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Fasy Repaymenis

The Conservative Savings & Loan Ass’n

1614 Harney Street
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