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Modern Piano Merely
Copy of Old Dulcimer
Even the handsome planos in our
modern living and music rooms were
not always as we koow them today.
The story of the development of the
piano, lke that connected with every-
thing else we use, Is a story of humble
beginnings and continuous Improve
ments,
The history of musical Instruments
shows us that the piano s very prob-
ubly a modern development of an iu-

strument known as the dulcimer. This :
was originally nothing more than a |
flat piece of wood, on which were fas |
|
|
|
|
|

tened two converging strips of wood,
across which strings were stretched
and tuned to a natural scaule. Sound
wus produced by hitting the strings
with two hammers, one in each hand
of the player.

the duleimer has probably

changed less than any other. Two

pieces of wood have been added to i

produce a sound box for the body and
kevs with which to tune the strings;
otherwise it Is still in practleally its
original form.

It Is easily seen how the plano was
developed from the dulclmew, The
only differepce in the principle of the
two is the fact that the piano Is
lurger, and its strings are struck by
keys instead of hawmers. The mod
ern plano is really nothing more or
less than a keyed dulcimer,

V/anted No Witnesses
to Theatrical Flight |

in Sir James Barrie’s play “Peter
Pan,"” Tinker Bell gets up on her
stuge wings, hovers about the rvom
and flles out of an open window. The |
pluywright, watching one of his re
hearsals, expressed a desire to try the
mechanism by which this flight is
anchieved. So attendants attached the |
wires to the distinguished gentleman
and prepared to hoist him In the air

The amusing part of the story fol
lowed. Sir Jumes, a veteran In the
warld of the thenter, was suddenly |
struck by a terrihle and overwhelm
ing stage-fright. He communded tham
every one leave the boards, and had
rhe front curtain put down and the
pass doors securely closed.

Then, alone In the room between |
the buckdrop, the curtain asod the
wings, he was lifted up, maneuvered
over Tinker Bell's route, and. In all
his disheveled dignity, soared out the
window unperceived

Johnson Fond of Books |

According o thut greatest of all
hivgraphers, Boswell, Doctor John |
son, upon enteriug a lhrary, “ran |

vngerly to one side of the room, In |
tent on poring over the backs of
books.” Because of this custom a8
contemporary once called him “odd.”
to which accusation Johnson replied: |
“Sir, the reason i= very plain. Know!
edge Is of two kinds. We know the
subject ourselves, or we know where
we can find information upon It. When
we loquire Into any subleet, the firs
thing we have to do is to know whai |
hooks have treated of It This leauds |
us to look at catalogues and the backs |
of books In libraries” No wonder |
that such a man knew so well how
und where to tap the sources of
knowledge and give the world a great
wnd unigue dictionary.—From “Pri
viaite Book Collectors” |
Famous Mountain Range |
The Smoky mountains are a south-
western division of the Appalachian
mountains, branching from the Blue
ridge In south Virginla and extend-
ing sopthwestward near the Ten
nessee and North Carolina boundary,
penetrating a short distance into north
Georgia. On the west they are sep |
arated from the Cumberland plateao
hy the great eastern valley of the
Tennessee, and on the east they are
connected with the Blue ridge by an
Iutricate system of cross runges form |
lug the rugged remnants of a lofty
platean eulminating In the Black
mountaing. Nearly all the eastern
head streams of the Tennessee rise
on the Inclosed platean and break
through the Unnka runge. Otherwlise
the latter forms a sharply defined
ridge hetween Tennessee and North
Carolina. ]

His Comeback

Speaking of “club bushunds,” two
met at luneh the other duy, on the
eve of & womun's club reception, One
remarked: “Well. | suppose I'll see
you tonight all dolled up llke a sheik,
in your dress sult?”

“You will not,” the retorted. “but |
suppose your wife will make you don
the glad raiment, though,” and he
grimmed.

“No, my wife doesn’t have to dress
me. | know how. without her telling
me. PBut say. how Is [t you are golng
at all, If you're sn hlooming Independ
ent? It ean’'t possibly be that your
wife has made you"

“Humph.”—8alem News.

Bag of Tricks

The “bag ot tricks” story I8 the
fuble of the fox and the cat  The
fox  wans commiserating the cat be
rause she had only one shift in cuse
of dunger, while he had s thousand
tricks to evade It Belng set upon by
a puck of hounds the fox was ennght
while pusg run up w tree and escaped

] trivks” lhns
]

As a separate musical Instrument |
heen ‘

Iraw npon; hi= last teick expedient
e “trimnp ened U held In reserve for
mily grent emergencies v enlled “the
hottom of the hag™

His Little All

“When | cume o town 20 years
agn,” said o prosperons man of smple
walgteoat, “all my enrthly possessions

| were wrnpped ap in oo bamdanna hand
| kedhchief.”

“And now you own 3N acres of |
imnd and that fagtory on the edge of
town?"

“Yea”

“Muy | ask what veu carried in the

| handunng hapkerohdel
“Six thousand dollnre In cash and |

honds.™

Price of Gray’s Elegy

When L ‘Klegy™ whs
drst peinted in 1751, coples wepe sold
tor & shilllng  These first
iuve now become so rare that a cop
recently sold In London for nearl:
00, The record price for a first
wilition was reached in 1924, when u
purchaser paid more than $T.000. The
origingl  manuseript of the *“Elegy.’
together with the “(hde On & Distani
Prospect of Fden,” Is in the Eum
College library.

His taru)'s

editions

CHARLES L. CURRY, SR., DEAD

Charles L. Curry, sr., died Tuesday
afternoon at his home, 1524 North

Twenty-sixth street, after a protract- |

ed illness. He is survived by his
mother, one son, Charles L. Curry,
jr., of Chicago, two grandchildren
and other relatives. The funeral will
be held at 2 o'clock, Friday, May 20
from Zion Baptist church.

The N. A. A. C. P. will meet at
the Bethel Baptist church, Twenty-
ninth and T Sunday aftermoon at 4
o'clock. Dr. John A. Singleton will
speak on “Our Economic and Indys-
trial Situation.”

THE COLOR LINE IN ART

|
By ALEXANDER HOGUE |
(In The Dallas News) !

The most unique thing that hu]l New York, N. Y.—On Saturday | -

ever happened in Dallas’ art history
is the showing in the Grand Central
exhibition at the Scottish Rite cathe-

idral of a canvas by H. O. Tanner,

internationally known American Ne-
gro artist and poet.
Before 1 go further I wish to say

|that I am the most Southern of the

Southern born. My people were slave
owners in Louisiana and Mississippi
on one side of the family, and Vir-
ginians an the other. Now, I can

A mun who binsis of 1 whale “bag ot |
nunmerons  expedients  to

|annually as part of the commission’s

E.King. of Gammon Theological semin-

10K AeNITOR

up artistic soul of the colored race. don, Boston, and Cecil Blue, Char-
By encouraging its release we would I|-tte, N. C.; two third prizes awarded
reap untdld benefit! Fugene Gordon and John P. Davis,

When 1 saw George Wharton Ed- Buckner awards for conspicuous
wards’ rainy day, “Arch of Constan- promise—Dorothy West, New York
tine,” the marvel of Tanner's poetic City, and Emily May Harper of Nash-
word-picture struck forcefully— | ville.

Essays—first prize, “Ted;"” second

; vrize, James H. Young, Philadelphia;

!third prize divided between Franﬁ

| 'forne and Sterling A. Brown, Jeffer-

:on City, Mo.; honorable mention,

| Willis N, Higgins, New York City and
lirenda Moryck, Washington.

Poetry—to Arna Bontemps of New
York City, the special Alexander
Pushkin poetry award; Holstein prizes

1 poetry were awarded, first prize,
Ba gt o Sterling H. Brown; second prize, Hel-
! Kilmer’s “Trees. J s &

Being a near pauper in this world’s | n Johnson; third prize, Jonathan H,
Brooks, of Lexington, Miss.; and

| goods, I must be content to enjoy for .
a brief two weeks Tanner’'s “Etaples urth. prise to Helene Johnson. of

i ? Hoston, Mass

Fisherfolk,” but if I were rich it 5 2

would remain in Dallas forever. : Musuf-—-Hall Johnst'm.. New York
\ first prize for composition for two to

ix instruments; Florence Price, Lit-
tle Rock, composition for two to six
instruments; Hall Johnson, vocal com-
positions for solo, and chorus; And-
reas Lindsay, Brooklyn. and Tnuﬂme|

art, of Berea college, Kentucky, A. PuBoise, Talladega, Ala., for piano

L. Stevenson, of Duke university, composition in smaller from; J.

Durham, N. C., and Bruce 0. Power, . Bruce, arrangement for Negro spirit-

of Southern Methodist university, Uals.
[ Dallas, have ben adjudged the win- The judges in the differestn sec-
| ners in the southwide theme contest !'0Ns for this year were:

among college students, conducted by 5 Poetry—Joupl? Auslander, Wil-
'the Commission on Inter-racial Co-.'iam Stanley Braithwaite, Carl Sand-

|operation, with headquarters here, "urg, Robert T. Kerlin, Maxwell Bo-
| Checks for the prizes, which were re- denheim, Ridgley Torrence and
spectively $75, $50, and $25, have Countee Cullen.

been forwarded to the presidents of ! Ef“YS—HE'“'Y Goddard Leach,
the three « institutions represented, Denjamin Brawley and Christopher
for presentation to the winners. The ““ﬂey_' Wi i
winning papers were on the subject Music—William Grant Still, Olga
of “Justice in Race Relations,” and Samaroff and Dani'e} Gregory Mason.
dealt with education, health, housing, _ Personal Experience Sketches—
sanitation, protection of life and Mary White Ovington, Eugene Kine-
property, and other phases of Ne- kle Jones and L. Hollingsworth Wood.
gro welfare. Thirty-three colleges Short Stories—Theodore Dreiser,
in fifteen states were represented in Y ilbur Danie'l Steele, Eric Walrond,
the competition, which is conducted Zona Gale, Irita Van Doren and Har-
ry Hansen.

“The rain streams down like

h harpstrings from the sky.

i The wind, that world-old harp-

| ist, standeth by—

| And ever as it sings it low re-

| __ frain .

| He plays tpoh the harpstrings
of the rain.”

Not one word could be altered or
| replaced. As perfect a gem as Joyee

3
COLLEGE STUDENTS
AWARDED PRIZES

| Atlanta, Ga.—Miss Elsie B. Stew-

educational program. There were
more than fifty contestants, a num-
ber of them being colored students.
The judges were R. B. Eleazer and
Mrs. Maud Henderson, of the Inter-
racial Commission, and Dr. Willis J.

EMERSON’S LAUNDRY
The Laundry That Suits Al
1301 No. 24th St, Web. 0820
B e e a o
SHOE REPAIRING
BENJAMIN & THOMAS always give
satisfaction. Best material, reason-
able prices. All work guaranteed.
14156 North 24th St., Webster 5084

:
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ary, Atlanta.

“OPPORTUNITY"” PRIZES
ARE AWARDED

night at a dinner at the Fifth Avenue |

restaurant in New York, the annual
literary and art awards offered }-y!
“Opportunity’”, Journal of Negro
Life, Charles S. Johnson, editéor, were
made known. The dinner, presided |
over by Professor John Dewey of
Columbia University, was a brilliant
and distinguished white and colored |
gathering. Speeches were made by
Paul Green, winner of this year's
| Pulitzer prize for his play, “In Abra-

Tel. JA. 1248
We Solicit

the patronage of the readers of
the MONITOR and assure them

prompt and courteous service
and treatment.

C. P. WESIN
GROCERY CO.

2001 Cuming Street

Classified
FOR RENT—Two rooms, neatly
furnished, strictly modern. Pri-
vate kitchen and bath. The new

James Apartments. Call at 2221
No. Twenty-fifth St. Web. 3634.

FOR RENT-—Furnished room in
strictly modern home. One block
from Dodge carline. Call during
business hours, WE., 7126, even-
ings, WE. 2480. tf-12-10-26.

Modern home. With kitchen priv-
ilege. Call Web. 6498, —tf.

FOR RENT—Furnished rooms. Web-
ster 2180. 2516 Patrick avenue.

WANTED—Working girl to take a

1185.

FOR RENT—Six rooms, 1148 North
20th street; five rooms, 1152%
North 20th. Modern except heat.
Webster 5299.

FOR RENT—Furnished room in mod-
ern home, with kitchen privileges.
Man and wife preferred. Call WE.

0919 mornings.

FOR RENT—Furnished rooms. 2516
Patrick avenue. Tel. WE. 2180.

St. WE. 2088. 2-T.
NICELY furnished rooms. All mod-
ern. WE, 3960.
Fak_ﬁﬁT:Nearly furnished room
in modern home, kitchen privileges.
WE. 3308. 4-T.

BEAUTY PARLORS

MADAM Z. C. SNOWDEN. Scientific
scalp treatment. Hair dressing and

manufacturing. 1154 No. 20th St
WEbster 6194
UNDERTAKERS

JONES & COMPANY, Undertakers
24th and Grant Sts. WEbster 1100
Satisfactory service always

"~ PAINTERS AND
PAPER HANGERS

A. F. PEOPLES. Painting and decor
ating, wall paper’ and glass. Plas
tering, cement and general work.
Sherwin-Williams  paints. 2419
Lake St. Phone Webster 6366,
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| ham's Bosom;"” Harry Hansen of The
| New "York World, Mrs. Edith Isaacs,
editor of Theatre Arts Monthly;

speak freely.
in 18569 at Pittsburgh, Pa. He be-

| gan with his parents a series of moves John Macy, and Alain Locke, editors
{about the country which finally land- | of The New Negro.

|ed him in Atianta. After a time he | were rendered by Mrs. Nell Hunter,
| went back to Pennsylvania to hold an | soprano of Durham, N. C., and Mr,
|phia, but sales did not materialize |ate of New England Conservatory.
|and he was left in debt for his| Among a host of distinguished at-

L
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Henry Owassa Tanner was born
|
Musical numbers
| exhibition of his work in Philadei-!T_ Henrv Johnson, tenor, a gradu-
frames. Then it was that a patron

!bought the entire collection and with

this money as a stake Tanner set sail
for Rome, January 4, 1891, At 32
he had given up ever making any-
thing of his art in this country, but
he soon became known in Europe,
and after the fame of his religious

turned to live and work here, feeling
that recognition was assured by pre-
vious acclaim. He was right, for the
climax of his struggle was capped by
his election as associate national ac-
ademician.

This brief sketch gives no idea of
the hardships and privations endured
by Tanner in his struggle for recog-
nition; hardships and privations that
may account for his marvelous feel-
ing for that intangible something in
spiritual bliss.

This is simply to show that art
knows no color line and that by re-
fusing to admit this we miss some
of the very finest productions in the
arts. ;

Of the three finest actors in some
270 plays in New York, one was a
Negro—Paul Robeson in “Emperor
Jones,” the very epitome of artistic
expression !

In eastern cities thousands have
been thrilled by the inspiring tenor,
Roland Hayes, who is also a sensa-
tion in Europe. Julius Bledsoe, bari-
tone singer and actor, is from Waco,
Texas. We should be ashamed that
hundreds of notables both black and
white, are “formerly of Texas.” Poor
old prophet!

And then don't forget Alexandre

subjects had spread to America he re- |

| tendants were John Macy, who pre-
|aided at last year's dinner, James
Weldon Johnson, Walter White, Max-
| well Bodenheim, poet and novelist;
| Professor Robert Kerlin, Henry God-
'dard Leach, editor of The Forum;
William Pickens, W. C. Handy. the
composer; Alice Dunbar-Nelson, Carl
Van Vechten and Jessie Fauset, nov-
| elist.

; Opportunity is published monthly
|by the National Urban League of
which Eugene Kinckle Jones is execu-
| tive secretary. This is the third year
in which prizes to foster Negro art
and literature have been donated un-
vder its auspices, the first year
through the generous contribution of
Mrs. Henry Goddard Leach, the last
two years throught that of Mrs. Cas-
per Holstein, a Negro merchant from
the Virgin Islands, who to each con-
test, donated one thousand dollars.
The special Buckner awards given for
the first time this year are the gifts
of George W. Buckner, a Negro
banker, of the People’s Finance cor-
poration of St. Louis, Mo.

The awardees.in the several ficlds
were: Plays, first prize—Georgia
Douglas Johnson, Washington; see-
ond prize—Eulalie Spence, Brooklyn;
third prize—divided between William
Jackson, Montclair, and Eulalie
Spence. Honorable mention, Ed-
mond Randolph. ,

Personal Experience Sketches—
first prize, divided between Shad
Jones of Columbus, Ohio, and Isa-
bell Yeiser, Philadelphia; second
prize, divided between Frank Horne,
Brooklyn, and Nellie Bright, Phila-
delphia; honorable mention, Sidney
Peterson, Brooklyn; Ruth E. Bowles,
Cincinnati; John Matheus, Institute,
West Va. 1

Short Stories—first and E

oatreles
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prizes divided between Eugene Gor-|
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Subscribe for

THE MONITOR

Omaha’s Old Reliable
Race Weekly
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FOR RENT-—NeatI;'-furnished room, |

room in my cosy apartment. Web. |

: LAWYERS

W. B. BRYANT, Attorney and Coun-
selor-at-Law.  Practices in all
courts. Suite 19, Patterson Block,

17th and Farnam Sts. AT, 9344
or Ken, 4072.
W. . MORGAN-—Phones ATlantie

9844 and JAckson 0210

H. J. PINKFETT, Attorney and Coun-

selor-at-Law. Twenty years' ex-
perience Practices in all courts
Syite 19, Patterson Block, 17th and

Farnams Sts. AT. 9344 or WE. 3180,

HOTELS
PATTON HOTEL,
South 11th St
to coast. Terms reasovnable
Patton, proprietor,

1014, 1016, 1018
from coast

N.P

Known

THE HOTEL CUMMINGS, 1916 Cum-
manggement,
Russeil.
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BACGAGE AND HAULING
' A. GARDNER’'S TRANSFER. Rag-

eage. exnress, movineg. light and
hreavy hauling. Reliable and com-
petent. Six years in Omaha 2622

Maple Street. Phone WEhster 4120

C. H.  HALL, stand, 1403 No. 24th.
Bapgage and express hauilng to all
parts of the city. Phones, stand,
WE. 7100; Res,, WE. 1056. :

Harry Brown, FExpresa and Transfee
Trunks and Baggage checked. Try us for
your moving and hauling. Also, coal and
jce for sale at all times, Phone Webster
2973. 2013 Grace street.

DRUG STORES

ROSE DRI STORE, 2906 North 24th
Street. Two phones, WEbster 2770
and 2771, Well equipped to supply
your needs. Prompt service,

THE PEOPLES' DRU'G STORE. 24th
and Frekine Streets. We carrv a
full line  Preserintions promptly
filled. WEbster 6328,

e —

___ PLUMBERS

NEBRASKA PLUMBING CO., J. F.
Allison, manager. Estimates fur-
nished. 3025 Evans Street. Phone

1208 Dodge Street,

Phones Webster 6613-Atlantic 8192,

KE. 6848,

- N. W. WARE

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Omaha, Nebraska
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