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A moment's thought will easily convince open-minded
persons that the contribution of the Negro to American
nationality as slave, freedman and citizen was far from
negligible. No element of American life has so subtly and
: yet clearly woven itself into warp and woof of our thinking
i and acting as the American Negro. He came with the first
5 explorers and helped in exploration. His labor was from
the first the foundation of the American prosperity and
the eause of the rapid growth of the new world in social and
economic importance, Modern democracy rests not simply
on the striving white men in Europe and Ameriea but also
l. on the persistent struggle of the black men in America for
' two eenturies. The military defense of this land has de-
; pended upon Negro soldiers from the time of the Colonial
wars down to the struggle of the World War. Not only does
the Negro appear, reappear and persist in American litera-
ture but a Negro American literature has arisen of deep
significance, and Negro folk lore and music are among the
choicest heritages of this land. Finally the Negro has played
a peculiar spiritual role in America as a sort of living,
breathing test of our ideals and an example of the faith,
hope and tolerance of our religion.—Du Bois, “The Gift of

Black Folk.”
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A thrilling story depicting race conditions in ths
South.

Critical book reviewers pronounce it a master-
piece.

Should be read by EVERY AMERICAN, Black
or White,
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