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Quaint Form ef Oath. 
Reginald Far rant, who has been ap- 

pointed sflpendary of Douglas and 
Castletown. Isle of Man. was recently 
sworn In the quaint form which has 

prevailed In the Island for centuries. 
He swore to do Justice between pasty 
sail p«r‘y "as Indifferently as the her- 

ring’s backbone doth lie In the midst 
of the tlsh." 
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ITEN QUALITY PRODUCTS 
Have a wide variety of uses in every home and save labor in the preparation of 

meals and lunches. They are cereal food in concentrated and palatable form, always ready 
to serve—nourishing, healthful and satisfying always—and all ways. 

FAIRY SODA CRACKERS 
Baked with plain or salted tops; preferred for every soda cracker use. Their fine 

“wheaty” flavor adds tastiness to soups, salads or desserts. They make delicious sand- 

wiches with your favorite filling. 

< ITEN’S GRAHAM CRACKERS 
All wheat, ready-to-eat cereal food, healthful, nutritious, wholesome, easily digest- 

ed. They are good eating for everybody from baby to grandpa. 

ASK YOUR GROCER FOR I-TEN’S 

ITEN BUSCUIT CO. SNOW WHITE BAKERIES 
OMAHA (Reg. U. S. Pat. Office) 
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REMINISCENCES AND REFLEC- 
TIONS OF AN EX-CONTRABAND 

By Cyrus Bell. 

My first appearance at Omaha oc- 

curred about the middle of October, 
1865. I made the trip, on the steam- 

boat Yellowstone, from St. Louis, Mo. 

I was employed as porter on the boat, 
and since I had never thought of re- 

maining here I spent no time in ob- 

servations. The town was quite small, 
with hardly more than two or three 

thousand population, and as yet noth- 

ing more than the mere dream of a 

railroad. 
One of the most memorable incidents 

connected with that trip was the hard 

experience we encountered because of 

By Cyras D. Bell 

low water, for a considerable part of 

our time was spent on sand bars, par- 

ticularly on our upward trip. Some- 

thing more than two and a half years 
Intervened between my first and sec- 

ond advent to Omaha, much of which 

interval having been spent "Way down 

South” among the scenes of my child- 
hood. I returned here on the 24th day 
of March, 1868, on the steamer Glas- 

gow, from St. Louis. We met with 
little If any trouble from sand bars or ; 

shallow water on this trip, but we 

had hard sailing against the ponder- 
ous flows of ice that so frequently 
obstructed the way. I have never 

spent as much as thirty consecutive 

days of absence from these shores 

since I made that second landing here 

more than half a century ago. 

In the meantime Omaha had made 

decided progress in every way. There 

was more than a doubling of popula- 
tion, with positive indication that all ] 
lines of business were sharing equal 
good fortune. Nebraska had, a full 

year before this second arrival of mine, 

discarded its territorial habiliments 

in exchange for the paraphernalia of 

statehood. The fond dream which had 

so long been Indulged of the coming 

of a railroad was now almost at the 

point or actual realization. Indeed, by 

congressional enactment the eastern 

terminus of the Union Pacific railroad 

had been fixed at Omaha, and the pro- 

cess of construction had already been 

vigorously entered upon. F dor to the 

war of the rebellion, Nebraska io com- 

mon with all other territories, had 

been under the constant domination 

of the Democratic party; which is 

equivalent to saying that it was always 

under the absolute control of the 

slave-holding oligarchy of the South, 

In cooperation with their hardly more 

patriotic confreres of the north. It 

had required extraordinary activity 

and exertion on the part of the loyal 
Inhabitants to put things in proper 

shape for the drastic reconstruction 

which was so soon to dawn, hut the 

brave boys in blue," fresh from their 

glorious triumph over secessionism 
on the gory fields of the Southland, 

had in large numbers selected new 

homes upon the fertile so!! of the pro- 

spective new commonwealth. It is a 

safe calculation that ninety-five per 

cent of this element of citizenship in- 

variably voted In perfect consistency 

with Its former shooting. 
On March 1, 1867, Nebraska was ad- 

mitted to the Union as the 37th state. 

The State Constitution Invested all 

male persons of twenty-one years or 

more, whether natives or naturalized, 

with the right of the elective fran- 

| chise. Thus it may he seen that I 

i reached here just in time to enter the 

i lists as a full-fledged devotee of free' 

| and fair government. There were 

hardly more than a hundred colored 

people living in the town at that time, 

and the greater part of these like my- 

self, had been attracted here by the 

I glowing reports of ready employment 
at liberal wages. The fact I found to 

be in keeping with the report. Those 

j who came in earnest search of em- 

ployment always found opportunities 
opeh for them. For a good many 

years few hotels employed any other 

but colored help, and the supply of 

suitable women and girls for domestic 

Bervlce rarely equalled the demand. 

Those who followed the rougher kinds 

of manual labor received $2.50 or $3.00 
a day of ten hours, but living expenses 

today are easily double those of that 

period by comparison. Hence, the 

greater pay that one receives today for 

his labor leaves him with less "to the 

good” than his daddy could show in 

those earlier times. 
In due time, after beginning work, 

I received notice of date for registra- 
tion to which I properly responded. 
After answering the various questions 
put to tne. and signing my name to the 

registry, a young fellow standing by 

remarked quite audibly: "We ve got 

you, my boy.” I was completely puz- 

zled In attempting to interpret his 

meaning, but did not think It worth 

while to question him about it. A 

little while before election time a 

drunken constable called upon me with 

a warrant for my arrest on the charge 

I 
of Illegal registration. When the case 
was called there was ''a car-load" of 
able attorneys on hand to defend me 

gratis, and a laughing stock was made 
of the prosecution for its poor show- 
ing. It was a complete "knock-out" 
blow to them when the International 
and Cozzens’ hotels both presented 
their books containing the dates on 

which I entered their service. Very 
naturally, every Negro was expected 
to vote the Republican ticket, if al- 
lowed to vote at all, and hence it was | 
a reasonable expectation that every 
Democrat would do his best to prevent 
Negroes from voting. This consider- 

ation, I doubt not, impelled the action 
of our friends, the enemy in the case 

above narrated. As had been antic- 

ipated, the result of the election proved 
a veritable Waterloo for "the unter- 

rified Confederates,” both locally ^nd 
nationally. Of course, it would be 

superfluous to add the remark here, 
that the Colored troops on that occa- 

sion, as on all prior and subsequent 
occasions, stood by Old Glory with 

practical unanimity. 
And so in respect to the matter of 

education. Illiteracy was practically 
universal among Negroes at the time 

Father Abraham issued his death- 
dealing document against the Rebel- 

lion. Today our per cent of illiteracy 
Is possibly as much as forty probably 
not more than thirty-five. 

—— 

As Ye Reap. 
Interviewer—"And did you work 

your way through college?” Prominent 
Old Party—“No. I didn't; hut I’m 

worsting rnv son's way through. May- 
be the Lord will forglvp* me.”—Life 
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A TREAT 
When you want something especially delicious 

|j< try .some Harding Ice Cream in one of its many de- 
licious forms. Sweet and wholesome, rich and re- 

freshing, it. pleases the taste all the way down! 

Every week there is a spe- 
cial flavor in Harding Ice 
Cream. Ask your dealer. 
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PPATiiOIIIZE THE STATE FiRmfiRfCOT” 
t 14TH ST. CORNER DODGE ST. Douglas 1817 
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Always Insist 
S 

on getting 
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Made by the Fairmont Creamery Company 
“Us Good For You” 
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Delicious’* 
From Ihe UJorld to l]ou 

Around Bulter-tlul Coffee is woven a fair^-like tale of romance. 

Grown in some far-away tropical country, carefullv cultivated by 
dusky natives, it is picked at tke right time, dried and hulled. Still 
green, it is carried from the inland to the boats by donkeys, in some 

countries, end ox-carts in others. From there it is shipped across the 
seas to the north and arrives in our great terminals of New Orleans or 

New York. Fast freight brings the Coffee to Omaha, where we in 
turn roast, grind and pock it, and it soon reaches $oui table, a pot 
of delicious real Coffee with all its natural flavor and fragrance-: 
Butter-llut, CTie Coffee Delicious, 

Paxton & Gallagher Co. 
Omah» 

IMIllllfllllllllllllllllllllHIIItllllllllllllHIIIHilllllllMIIIIHIIIilllllllllllllllHIIIIIIIIIIIIIllllHII IIIIUIIIIHIIHttMMIHIIUIIIIIIHIIIIIIIHIIIIlllllHIHItlllllHIHMI||||IIIIIIHIHHIIIIIIIIHIHimilMMMMHMIIMMIIIHIIMHIIIHHUIIHUIUHMIIIUIlMIH|IIIIIIIMHIIIIIIIIMiUmilMy 

f I 

We Say To You 
In All Sincerity 

3 C 
I I 

That quality considered, you can buy goods lor nearly 20 per cent less 
money in the 

BASKET STORES 
3 

than in ordinary stores 
= 

We WANT TO PLEASE YOU and a comparison of prices and quality 
will convince you that, by trading with us you can 

= 
___ 

| Live Better—For Less 

■ 

1 There is a Basket Store Near You 
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