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Petition Presented
to Congress

erick H. Gillett, of Massachusetts,
in the House of Representatives,
Saturday, June 29, 1918,

(Congressional Record, June 29, 1918)

Mr, Gillett. Mr. Speaker, under the
leave granted to me to extend my re-
marks in the Record I include a peti-
tion wo the house of the National Lib-
erty Congress Colored Americans that
has been sitting here this week.

The petition is as follows:

PETITION.

tives, hear and receive, we pray, the
petition of the National Liberty Con-

gress, composed of delegates from ali|

sections of the country in behalf of
all Colored Americans, those of Afri-

loyal citizens desiring liberty and the
rights of democracy, we petition you
to hear our grievances, to wit, that—

First. We are the victims of civil
proscription, solely because of race

(federal territory), barred from places
of public accommodation, recreation,
and resort; yes, from such places
within government buildings.
Second. We are the victims of clase
distinction, based solely on our race
land color, in public carriers in cne-
| third of the states, segregated even
|when passengers in interstate trave
|anl| with the railroads under the con-
| trol of the federal government.
Third.

|in the navy itself, except as to servies
ibeiow deck.

Fourth. We are the victims oi
proseriptive diserimination, based on
our race and color, in the executive

We are the victims of caste |

THE MONITOR

dent;
In order that the morale and esprit

element of the American nearly one-

consciousness of the present denials
to it at home of those conditions and
ideals which they are sacrificing or
are risking life to secure for others,
with their soldiers witnessing the con-
tinuance of indignities, oppressions,
and killing of their kin ere they leave
for the hattle front abroad, and with-
out assurance of protection to their
family, their sisters, wives, mothers

i 12,000,000 human beings in the United
| States of America may not prevent
[the awful sacrifice from accomplish-

ing the war's moral purpose—democ-
| ratizing of the nations of the world—

eighth, may not be weakened by the |

be weakened in moral position, pres- | Declaration of Independence dreamed
tige and power by violations here of lof for themselves and their fellow
the noble pronouncements of its presi- | countrymen shall be fulfilled to all
| mankind.”

Gurdon W, Wattles, Administrator I

Nebraska'’s allotment of sugar Furl
the month of August is 4,153,000 |
pounds, one-third less than the amount
we received in July. This cut of one-
third means that Nebraska consumers
must reduce their consumption one- |
third if everybody is to have sugar!
throughout the month. The new reg- |
ulations are: |

no matter how large the family. Cus-
tomers living on farms may buy I‘iw-:
pounds at one time,

Public eating places may buy two |
pounds for each ninety meals served, |
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- Industrial School

disfranchisement and directly through |
[intimidation, trickery, state |
statutes and constitutions.

Sixth.
states,

ar

as a consequence of the fore-
lgoing civil and political preseriptions
of imposition, robbery, ravishing, moh
violence, murder, and massacre, be-
| cause of ow

race and color, denied
protection by police, of sheriffs; de-

nied trial by court or jury, rendered |

impotent to protect our daughters,
wives or mothers from violation by
white men or murder by the moh.
Inasmuch as our country is
engaged in the most gigantic war in
recorded history, going to Europe to
fight, our President, Wil
son, now the moral leader and spokes
man of the allied nations which
resisting Germanic aggression havinge

now

Woodrow

ara

ple everywhere, that we are embarked

We are the vietims in many |

in places of public accommodation,
recreation, and resort in federal build-
| ings and in federal terrvitory.

Second. To abolish and forbid all
| distinctions, segregations, and  dis-
criminations based upon our race and
;r'nlm' or upon prejudice of race or
[color in the emoluments, the rating,
| the promotions, the placement of em-
| ployees in the facilities provided by
the government for eating, rest, rec-
reating, health for government em-

ployees, or for others in federal gov- |

ernment buildings or in federal hos-
pitals.
Third.
distinetion, separation, or discrimina-
hased on coldr any
coach of any public carrier operated

tion race oy in
by the federal government,

Fourth. To open the doors of all

based on race or color.

To albolish and forbid any |

“There are no exceptions to lhoso:
rules,” says A. C. Lau, deputy food |
administrator, “and any report to the |
contrary must be given no considera- |
tion.”
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