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BREEDING OF DEFECTIVES 

SHOULD BE PREVENTED 

Sentiment hostile to the preventable 
production of defective children ap- 
pears to be growing. Even where 
there is objection to limiting the free- 
dom of the individual by restrictive 
legislation it is recognized as the 
height of absurdity to favor the mar- 

riage of defective with defective, as 

our system of educating them in 
groups has hitherto tended to do. Sta- 
tistics show beyond doubt, for in- 
stance, that two congenitally deaf par- 
ents are more apt to have deaf chil- 
dren than one deaf parent and one 

normal one. Why, then, should we 

insist on educating the deaf in insti- 
tutions by themselves where they will 
be practically certain to mate with 
deaf partners? The same applies 
equally to other forms of defective- 
ness. In his book on “Being Well 
Bom,” Prof. Michael F. Guyer, of the 
University of Wisconsin, has some 

pertinent paragraphs on this subject. 
Our quotations are from an abstract 
in The Volta Review (Washington, 
March). Says Professor Guyer: 

“In certain abnormal states there is 
danger of ocnfusing similar conditions 
which may have two entirely differ- 
ent sources of origin. Deafness, for 

example, may be strictly inborn as 

the outcome of a germinal variation, 
or it may result from extraneous in- 
fluences, such as accidents, infective 
diseases, neglected tonsils, and the 
like. The former is inheritable, the 
latter r.ot. Bell, in 1906, in a special 
census-report to the United States 

Government, showed that deaf-mutism 
is markedly hereditary, particularly 
where deaf-mutes intermarry, as they 
are prone to do. Fay’s extensive 
studies on ‘Marriages of the Deaf in 
America’ also demonstrates the hered- 
itary nature of the congenital forms 
of deafness. Cut off as such individ- 
uals are from communication w'ith 
normal people, the association of the 
two sexes in special schools and in- 

stitutions is, of course, highly con- 

ducive to such marriages. Two 
deaf-mutes should not have children, 
and yet such marriages are occurring 
every day. Even if two persons mar- 

ry from families which tend to become 
hard of hearing, the evidence indi- 
cates that their children are likely 
also to develop this partial deafness 
as they grow older, altho it seems safe 
for a person of such tendency to marry 
into a family without it. 

"Education of the public in the 
principles of eugenics is the method 
calculated to be of more far-reaching 
sendee than any other, in the nega- 
tive as well as in the positive phases 
of eugenics. Education is necessary 
before we can have effective restric- 
tive measures for the mentally incom- 
petent established and enforced, and 
it is also a prerequisite to intelligent 
procedure on the part of nonnal in- 
dividuals in considering their own fit- 
ness for marriage. 

“Of greatest importance in prevent- 
ing undesirable marriages, as far as 

people of normal intelligence are con- 

cerned, will be the sentiment or dis- 

approval which will arise on the part 
of society itself when it becomes really 
convinced that certain marriages are 

inimical to social welfare. Public 
opinion is, in fact, one of the most 

potent influences in marital affairs, 

simply because refusal to abide by the 
dictates of the community means so- 

cial ostracism." 
That social disapproval can become 

a real factor in preventing marriage 
is evinced, Professor Guyer reminds 
us, by the barriers to marriage based 
on race, religious sect, or social status. 

Even in democracies one is looked 
down on who marries “beneath” his 
or her social set. This sentiment of 

tabu, so readily and often so sense- 

lessly cultivated, will inevitably be 
extended in the direction indicated 
above when there is wide-spread 
knowledge of the facts of human 

heredity. To the establishment of a 

disapproval which is the product of 

its own sentiments rather than to 

legislative enactments, society must 
look for the greatest furtherance of 
the eugenic program. The writer goes 
on: 

“Necesary as legal restraint is m 

certain cases, it must obviously be re- 

stricted to only the most glaring de- 

fects. Moreover, legislation can not 

run far in advance of public opinion. 
“It must be admitted that there is 

a reluctance on the part of many even 

thoughtful individuals to the applica- 
tion of methods which savor in any 

way of restraint. An objection not 

infrequently urged by such persons 
against the application of certain eu- 

genic principles is that they demand 
an unwarranted curtailment of per- 
sonal liberty. 

“We do not hesitate to send the 

pick of our stalwart healthy manhood 
to war to be slaughtered by the thou- 
sands and tens of thousands when an 

affront is offered to an abstraction 
which we term our national honor, 
and, sublimely unconscious of the 

irony of it all, we throw ourselves into 
a well-nigh hysterical frenzy of pro- 
test when it is proposed to stop the 

breeding of defectives by infringing 
to a certain extent on their personal 
liberties. 
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FURNISHED ROOMS FOR RENT. 

Furnished rooms for man and wife 
or single men, $12.00 a month. Mrs. 

Monroe, 2408 Erskine street. 

Clean, modem furnished rooms on 

Dodge and Twenty-fourth street car 

lines. Mrs. Annie Banks,, Douglas 
4379. 

Furnished room for man and wife or 

single woman. Modem, except heat. 
Phone Webster 1574. 

Nicely furnished front room. Mod- 
ern except heat. 1630 North Twenty- 

i second street. Webster 1171. 

Comfortable furnished rooms, 2409 
I 

Blondo street. Mrs. W. B. Smith. 
Webster 6376. 

Mrs. L. M. Bentley-Webster, first 
class modern furnished rooms, 1702 N. 

26th St. Phone Webster 4769. 

Modern furnished rooms, 1819 Izard 
street. Tyler 2519. 

HOME BARGAIN. 
2726 Blondo St.—Six rooms, modem, 

good repair, new up-to-date furnace, 
large lot, street paved; a desirable 
home at sacrifice price. Cash pay- 
ment, balance monthly. The tenant on 

premises will show you. For price 
and terms, office prone D. 147, resi- 

dence phone Walnut 2168. Geo. Mar- 

shall, 635 Keeline Bldg. 
HOUSES—FOR RENT 

For rent, seven-room modem house, 
western port of the city. Call Web- 

ster 7881. 

For Rent—7 room house and bath 
room. 3510 N. 33rd St., phone Harney 
4002. Rent $12.00. 

WANTED. 

Respectable young widow woman 

wants position as housekeeper. Will 
exchange references. Mrs. Esters. 
Call Harney 6385. 

FOR SALE—MISCELLANEOUS. 

HAIR GOODS. 
Straightening combs for sale. Mad- 

am Walker’s Hair Grower. Hair goods 
made to order. Pupils wanted to learn 
the trade. Miss Emma Hayes, Web- 
ster 5639. 

Our “Open Book” Policy 
We believe that “he profits most who serves best.” 

Following our best judgment, supplemented by the best obtain- 

able advice from public administrative and judicial bodies, we con- 

stantly endeavor to conduct our business so our service will be of the 

greatest good to the largest number of people. 

Our business methods and policies, the amount of our investment, 
even the dividends we pay, as well as the details of the transaction of i 

our business are matters of common knowledge. 

Analyzed and sworn to in the annual reports to our stockholders 

and to the public, the minutest details of our business are taken up 
1 ! I 

and explained. 
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We aim to give the best and broadest service to the greatest pos- 

sible number at the lowest rate at which it can be produced and still 

pay a fair wage to the employee and a reasonable return to the in- 

vestor. I 

We believe that such success as we have had has been because our 

business has been conducted on these lines. i 

Nebraska Telephone Company 


