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To the Editor of the Tribune—

| On 2th 1 the foil
commanieation to the Heo:

Omuhy, Neb,, June 746,

To the Editer of the Bee:—

In yesterdays editovial you drew
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and Benjamin Fraokiin's missians to
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King Frederick the Great, whon
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lifelong honer tw be received Ly
“that great monarch and  generanl”,
who proved himseif a staunch friend
American Colonics in their
struggle for independence. bBenjamin
Franklin reported home that “all
Earope” prayed to see Lnglund
humiliated, oecause, whenever
found her star in the ascendency, ehe
managed at every opportunmity “to
offend all nations” by her limitless
arrogance.

You report Qeneral Perching's visit
to the tomb of the great Napoleon
in Paris;, but fail to state that Napo-
leon was the one ruler in Eurups of
his time, who “saw through' Eag-
lands insatisble greed for world
supremacy at the expense of enall
nations, and only failed in bis en-
deavors to check her ambitions
through the accident of Trafalgar.
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print abusive letiory, as follows:
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unything of that Jund and the writers
plesded—as they penerally did, the
liberty of the press—my answer was
that I would print the piece separ-
ately if desired, and the guther
might have as many copies as he
pleased to distribute himself, but
that I would not take upon me to
spread his detraction”

Very truiy yours;
Victor Rosewater.
Mr. ..ce0es Omaha
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[ When you publllh«‘l oditorially
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its contents from the readers of your
editorial, you did me an Injustice.
Instend of entering, in your answer,
into the subject matter as presented
by me, you set up & strawmun to five
at, making your readers believe that
my letter sought to place “palpablie
dbetruction in the way of our gov-
ernments’ successful prosecution of
the war”. You kunow it contuined
nothing of the kiad.

I trust that you do mot, like some
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to either hide ot distort the truth,
or to ignore or mistepresent facts,
when they do not happen to fit mto
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50, ¥ou practice, in e policy of your |
paper, d censorship whih when re- |
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not giving youl' readers
your eotemand.  But
you <o gk Bpecs o anonyaous
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sults, not only (o the enemy, bul tG |
thousands Americans of |
Germun that not in-
dicate that you ehare the opivions
vkpressed by such writers? [ have |
subseribed Lo the Bee for over 83|
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S0 TGO l-mger, not that & subscriber |
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vould spring only from a dizensed
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puign of spreading hutred and pre-
judice is not for the ultimate good
of this nation. I am sure you would
not wish to see pogroms or the ex-
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paper in Omabo.
Youra very truly,
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MORE A HOPE THAN A POSSIBILITY.

THE OBSTAGLES THAT BESET THE AIRGRAFT PRODUCTION
BOARD OF THE COUNGIL O NATIONAL DEFENSE.

Due to congressional delay,
we read in a Washington  dis-
patch of the New York Even-
thg Mail, the happy thought of
wmmng 'the war' with a great
fleet of acroplancs is  rapidly
becommg more a hope than a
pcuss:hlluy The aecroplanes git-
uation is ijn a worse way than
has been generally supposed.
Howard E. Coffin, chairman of
the aircraft production’ board
of the Council of National De.
fense, admittéd as much himself.

His cfforts to obtain action,
thongh he made no such charge
himself, have been aided most-
ly by talk. There has Dbeen,
in Congress  and  outside
it, no end of conservation deal-
ing with the glorious possibility
of overwhelming the Germans
by taking complete possession
of the air. Opposed to this
flow of conversation are the
established facts, They are:

(1) The fact tliat we must
have 20,000 aeroplanes to ac-
complish our purpose.

(2) The further fact thit
we have only apprmuu’m!.
400 delivered or n service.

(3) ‘And, lastly, opposed
to the Germans' ligh produc-
tion, the fact that our manu-
facturers are delivering only
100" machines a month,

This is no fault of Mr. Col-
fin and his committee. They are
doing their best to remedy con
Hiions, On their advice alone
manujacturers are  mvesting
millions 1n the preparation of
plants. Iar more than Hhas
been dope must be done, ho
ever, and Mr, Coifin cannot get
any  further unless Congress
omes through with an appro-

| reassures the busi-
ness intercsts of the country,

DEMAND TOO GREAT.

The ditticulty has arisen be-

use the npeed for acroplanes
increaseld, n the short

eight years, from al
most nothine to a demand for
thousands of machines, To meet
this demand, grown to huge
proportions  in four mont
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very little has been done, rela-
tively speaking. So far as the
government is coneerned, as an
example of the ingreased des
mand before 1916 the War and
Navy departments had ordered
only fifty-nine machines and
received fifty-four,

When the act of August
1916, appropriating $1 ,ooomd
for aeroplanes went into effect,
nearly 400 machines were order~
ed by the government, The
manufacturers were able to de-
liver ‘only 175. The growth of
manufacturers #ble to cope with
the demand was nowhere near
in proportion to the increase in
the demand,

Nor can this type of special
ized manufacturer be found, fine
anced and put into shape to
make acroplanes at the rate the
government requires them un-
less the government itself takes
the problem under its wing,
They can be found among those
who know how to make motors
and those who know how to
handle wood—furniture makers,
cabinet maokers, the manufacturs
ers of limousine bodies and
similar concerns. But the work
of these two types of factories
must lis coordinated.

To bLring these two separate
of manufacturing inta
coliesive alliance will solye
the aeraplane problem. It cans
not he done without governa
ment help, and that help should
be voted immediately. Some ol
the wealthier  manufacturers
Iave gone ahead on their own
initiative.  The  lesser oney
cither bave not sufficient capis
tal, or dare not risk what they
bave for fear the government
may change its mind aboug
building a great aeroplanc ileet.

"L unfortunate that we
cannot  get  quicker action,”
said  Mr. Coffin, commenting
upon and explaining the situa-
tion, “because every day of des
lay means an increase in  the
number of lives we will have to
sacrifice in France,"
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WHY IE WORKED FOR

PEACE.

But you say that we prophesied
peace. Yes, we not only prophesied
peace, bur we worked for peace, just
you proghesied war and worked
war, ‘e Iost and you won, And

4 rejoice in the victory that ‘has
made buro {n: & shambles. Is it realiy
A malter for rejoicing? A million
nen linye died on the battleficlds of
Eurepe already and a million more
will die. “ll.l ms of lives are being
broken, miiliona of poor howmes
larkened by death and sufiering. s
this really a pubject for 2 newspaper
idveriteement? Do not suppose that
could mpt have preached war,

It is the cusiest thing in the
world, It makes wyou popular,. it
oings you reuders—as you know, It
5 =0 much simpler to burmm down
than to bwild up, and a fool can
fight a powder buarrel. The crowd
will run to a fire, but it will pever
run to sco the builder add stone to
dow . No, we did not work
for peace because 1t pawd. It ‘does
not pay to go against the popular
nde, No one knows that so well us
you who talk of the “horrible com-
mercialism of the Daily News" and
who have spent your life in an in-
famous, servitude 10 the changing
passions of the hour. We worked
for peace becauge we believed that
that was the duy of a responsible
journil.  We worked far peace bes

cattse we winted to see a better and
¢ jlster world, becanse we believed
hat the fuleruin of human society 1%
mternational co-operation, and not
enmity, that civiliza-
ton cannot co-exist with barbarism,
that war would run all the hopes ol
thas sociel readjustinents that' aile-
vigtion of the lot of the poor that
was the purpose jor which the Daily
News was founded and for ‘which,
whatever ifs failure, it has lived

WAS IT A LOST CAUSE?

And who shall say that in work-
ing for :mcc we were working dor
a lost cause? It was not a lost
cause, 1hd Mr. Bonsr Law believe
it was a Jost cause when he made
that memosable speech in Novem-
ber, 1011, in which he reg:diaud the
doctrine of the inevitable war,
called how in ‘Zul years there had
Leen  prophecies “inevitable"
wirs with Russia whir.h had mot
taken place, showed how the per-
spective of the world was constantly
changing, and decl:ml that i war
took place it would be due not 1o
any irresistible matural laws bicv
the want of human wisdom ere
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was a lost cause, turn to the French
Yellow Book, published this weelks
There you will find the King of the
Belgians  and the French Ambas-
sador at Berlin recording only dast
year & change in the attitpde of tluo
Kaiser, Till then, they agreed, h
had stood for ge and had re-
sisted the warlike influences whout
bhim as he had resisled them for a
quarter of s century. Now at lasg
they saw he had yiclded. Only &
yenr ago.

Why had he );e!dtd?
the cause of peice lout?
ninimize tle evil influence of the
militarist party in Germany. Pers
haps that evil indluence was deltm
m any case to prevail. ‘Who
cay? But can you doubt that among
the factors thit finally delivered the
Kaiger into the hands of militarists
was the ten years of bitter newss
siper war carried on bétween 'qlJ
incendiury press of this coun:l?'
the cr;u.‘ily m::uﬂhar{, press
many! Can you absolve ¥
fromi any share im bringin
calamity upon the world? Nay,
you wish to absolve yourseli? M
you not rather clmmmg thll war .a
A ftribute to your prescl
your power!

18151015,

But even if, in working for peace,
we were working for a lost cause,
is that a _fact for which wé need to
apologize? What is the mLoj this
conntry before the world? it not
this, thut we have had no 8
against Germany, that we desired to
live ot pease with her,  that we
strove to h‘red at pence wit I:I.Cb
that wg were driven to war regret-
fully and by eompulsion? If that is
aur ciss, then to have worked for
pesce 1 to have worked lor the
good mame of this country, for its
honor and for its frecdom from
complicity in this vast erime. But
you deny this cree, You proclaim
to all the world that the most
powerful press in this country
worked steadily not for prace
for war. And to that extent you
bave m‘}ds us partners %ﬂu
guilty. That is your claim,
your boust. And you think 10 &
us hecause we do not
gm]i.

still w:k to bring the
gether and you will work to
them asunder, will
1o |some new foe with wi
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