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of the Pross.

(The of the has never been o great as to-day, It Is the newspapers which make wars,
the of force governments to act and In many other ways hlr: part in the
o of 8o mmh&-'dﬂnm What are tea? Mr.
in the f article points out the that the press owes 1o society and the abuses that some-

times arise when this

We, the publie, hear muoch abeout
the liberty of the press—irom the
na. The sacrednews of the froe-

of the press is much dinned in-
ey our ears—by the pross !
. we hesr little of the respon
y of the press—irom the press,
We hear little condemdation of the
amitory  and destructive  min-
esentation  practied by  the
'::n, litthe criticism of false reports,
nted ignorance, news discolored
By interest, canards, it-is-alleged, and
*ie like—drom the pross.

Every newspaper hus an axe to
srind; at least one, sometimes many.
and the pu must do the turning
ol the grineitone.

As a matter of fact what is the
Lreus?

Newspaper Auarchy

Whoever has the price of type

and presses may jssue a sheot of als

le information and sell it to the

1 public. and it may contaln anything
] ' which his self-interest dictates. If he
takes the precaution not to .‘lcllmllfr

 lbel any individual, he ‘epeapes all
LI " sibility and the only control
which I8 exercised over his opera-
tlony 18 that excrcised by his read-
ors, who, if they like not his "news”
or the opiniona he cxpresses, may
discontinue  the purchase of his

papers

fse he may print what he
will, he may misrepresent facts wil-
fully or curelessly, he may distort
audl exagerate, he muy suppress, he
may pnmlh canards and inventions,
he may pour out an dsendjng
stream of faliehood and deception,
I he may discolor the trth, play upon
\ prejudice and poison w any way he
sees fit the siream of public opinion.

All this he may Jdo in the name of
freadomt of the press and none may
stop him.

it moy be well inquired by what
virtue does such sacredness inhere
in the ownership of type and print-
ing presses? What sels apart the
' newspaper owner from the rest of
it mankind #nd permits him unbridled
f Hcense?
3 The Tyranny of “Liberty”

Soch grotesque  perversions of
liherty must finally wndermine the
whole structure of liberty, for when
liberty 35 so much abused, when
liberty ceuses to mean not the safe-
guarding of proper rights, but thie
permission, the Hcense o assail the
helpless and pervert the public mind,
an oversdrastic regulation will be de-
manded which will in turn be sub-
vergive of liberty. Thos one extreme
breeds snother and the policy of
ahanlute and unresteicted freedom to
whoever puts  type to paper will
bring the extreme of regulution when
the reaction sets in.

Regulation of the press, however,
fs an obutoxious procednre  when
those wlo have the power to rog-
ulate are perfoctly five to exercise
whatever regulation they see ut,
Mere again hiberty lbecomes license,
and the press suffers and with it
those who are entitled to know the
truth about events of concern to
themaelves as members of the social
body, for suppression Is equally as
dangerons as exaggeration, both
being forms of irresponsibility.

Must the Censor Come?

It is a dangerous condition when
one man must decide what another
man is to read or uot to read and to
any such censorship newspapers ohi-
i ject with the utmost violence. Yet

their editors decide every day what

their readers are to read or not to
: read and  consider themselves “as

aeting within their proper powers.

The censor 18 merely the editor of

the ecditors, vested with powers of
’ exactly the same sort as those pos-
y sessed by the editor. The censor is
F bound 1o cume in some form or
' other if the editors do not respect
the freedom which has been given
theny

President Roosevelt made a most
determined  effort to muzzle the

ress but that muzzling would have

gen s dangerous as the abuse *of
its present freedom by the press,
gince 1t would have been of an
arbittary and an equally irrespons-
ible kind, s

The Power of the News Distributor

The public does not realize the
enormous power of the press to
miisguide public opinion when 1t
determines to do’ so. The average
geader imagines that public opimon,
as far s it is formed by newspapers,
is formed by the editorial columns
of the papers.

This 48 =an entirely inadequate
view, The editorials of a newspaper,
it fact, have very little farce in
moulding  public opinivn, for the
reason that readers in general only
read editorials which are in accord
with their own existing views. When
editorials controvert the convictions
of the reader, the reader ceases to
read them and buys o rupzr which
reflects in its editorials his own

piniong
% It is :n the news columns that the
newspaper has it greatest power
aver publie opinion, If it publishes
a8 fact, for example, the “news”

" that Cerman soldiers are guilty of
outrages, public opinien tukes an
anti-German tinge far more quickly

from any number of anti=
German tdiinrinl;. The fact l:hn no
outrages have n realty oc-
curredy i unknown to the readers.
! “oublic opinion” s consequent-
Iy upon the falsehood cir-
 culated 89 a truth. A continued
licy of Anisrepresentition results

‘the formation of s more or less

ly marked “public opinion”
"'s'u great force for evil since
acting upon false premises. The
blic thus acts contrary o reason
wniy guth and so it own altimate
etracked by editorial

whi

is forgotten,

Thin Is accomplished by means of
headlines of & sensational snd mis-
leading charmeter, by the use of dil-
feremt sizes of types and in the rel-
stive prominence and loeation on
:hu pages of the paper of the various
temin,

The manipulation of these devices,
though unconsclonable snough  bes
fore the war, bas become so (lagrant
sinee that even the editors them-
selves appear to sicken of it.  The
publie, nevertheless, having its
aventes to the truth largely closed,
cherishes its views lotnded on falye-
hood and lives in s little news-
paperly created fool's paradise of
misinformation,

A few examples of the “news”
and lack of news thit Is being given
to the public of this country through
the press which regards s own free-
dem with guch awe, will serve to
demonstrite how little respect the
press has for truth and how ready
it i do deceive its own renders,
Thy publishing of musinformition
does not stop at news alome, but
also.  inclndes the publication of
fake photographs as will be noteds

Lurd tndsrepresentution of a sensa-
tional character makes particalarly
welcome matter (o cerlain  news-
pipers. An example of this was
seen in “The Kissing of the Sword.”
Under this headline it was stated
thay  high-voiced women of title
were chattering over their tea enps
in the smartest hotel in  Munich
when into their midst swaggered the
Crown FPrince Rupprecht of Bavaria,
with his sabre newly sharpened and
his abdomen girt for war. His wife
# represented as renning to  him,
kissing his sabre wund shoutin
“Bring it back to me covercd with
hlood—that | may kiis it again"
And  other high-voiced women
flocked to kiss the sword,

This dime novelism only needs to
be mentioned to have s absurdity
mude evident. The ides of 3 crown
princess of Bavaria meeting  her
husband in a hotsl is ridiculous to
begin. withs,  For her to kiss his
sword in pnblic is a periormance im-
possille outside of a moving picture
and the “news’” column of-the press,
and by its obvions improbability the
story confounds itseli.

Yet the public "1 its haste does
not stop (O criticise such matter.
Doubtiess millions of Americais
still allow themsclves to believe that
this luridly described affair really
took place,

An Example of American Journalism

Its absolute faldity is demonstrated
when the fact s recalled that the
wife of Crown Pnnce Rupprecht
died in October, 1012 Vance Thomp-
son was the “noted writer” from
whose fertile bramn this atrocity of
“news” emanated, How much cre-
dence is to be placed in his work
glter puch a performance’ No doubt,
however, he. will continge to favor
the public wilh sundry sensational
fnbrications as long as the present
editorial policy of the papers pub-
lishivg his material continnes.

This writer, in order to show that
Germany had been preparing for the
war for a long time, asserted that the
Alsatizn  conseripts had  been  re-
titned when their term of service
expired in May. The truth is that
no German soldier is ever discharged
until late in the fall after camp ser-
vice and maneuvers have given his
military education the final polish,

Lies of this kind, whether deliber-
ate or based wpon complete ignor-
unce of conditions, prepare the mind
of the public for the more sinister
suggestions of another class of
writers who deliberately attempt to
créate bad fecling and to provoke
hostile activities between friendly
nations. For example, the following
appeared in an evening paper not
long’ mince:

“The American relations of Count
von Bernstorff are watched with the
closest attention. It is believed that
the Germans will seck an excuse for

friction on the slightest provoca-
tion. I )
A Inrge headline said: “Declare

Cermany is reudy to quarrel with
the United States,”

Upon what authority did the
editor act in circulating such an ob-
viously trouble breeding assertion?
Obviously none, when the eir-
cumstances are considered. Yet the
reader daes not stop to question the
truth or falsity of the statement. It
i assimilated without Ecrutiny and
helps  further to form  “public
opinion.”

How Real News Is Suppressed.

Perhiaps the most glaring suppres-
sion of information ever practiced
by American newspapers was in the
case of the battle between the Ger-
muns and Russians near Tannenberg
—Orielsburg—Gilgenburg, Only an
inkling of the extent of this conilict
reached the Tuhlic- Through German
sources finially the nows percolated
that 63,000 prigoners had been taken.
Finally, it became known that the
dend alone totaled 180,000, At length
one New York newspaper printed
aft account of an eye witness of the
huttle:

“The Russian ition was praet-
icylly this. On the outside. the land
sloped wp  toward the surrpunding
enemy; on the inside was a neiwork
of swamps and lakes; on the fourth
pile escnpe was. ll:onihle only
through swamps and boggy streams.
Then followed one of the most
friglitful battles of history, a battle
which caused some of the German
officers to go mad from its very
horrors.  The rmans closed in,
coneentrating a terrible fire on the
Rugsians, who were unable to man-
cuver their guns which sank in the
mud. Horses and men became em-
bogged. The nature of the region
catised the Russians to break

{ up into
hel many of which
Ao thess war

futiher and further|
|2

in ignorance of ane of the most ter-
rible acenes of warfure in human
bistory and a Russisn disaster of
uurar:lleled mugnitude,

t may be imagined what kind
of public opinion is formed when
the truth s thus suppressed,

Fake Pictures

“War pictures” are published of the
most ridiculows nature. One showed
“the King of Belgium in conference
with lis General Stafl.” The picture
was one in realt of the Kmg of
Belgium in times of peace as the
guest of honor st a reception given
by Geeman officers wearing, as the
rlctm: showed, the Prussian wni-
orm. A decorative feature of the
building wis a Germmun cagle over
the doorway.

Numerous pictures are pubilished
of Germany entrenched firing at the
"enemy” about to charge. These
pictres are usually photographs of
eace mancuvers, a8 may be seen
rom the equipment, which has not
beén used in the German army for
a mimber of years, Further, the
helmet wspikes dre shown glistening
in all their splendor., In times of
wir the German soldier pulls a cloth
covering over his helmet so that no
reflection will make his presence
known to the enemps

“Turkish" lancers are shown leav-
ing Constantinople for the fromt, im-
mediztely foliowing Turkeys declura-
tion of war. These "Turkish™ soldiers
carry the maltese cross, and are in
realty Roumanian soldiers prubably
returning from 4 maneuver.

A torpedo room of & submarine
is illustrated which is in realty a
torpedo clumber of a battleship,

A particularly sardonic example of
journalistic insult to public intel-
ligence was the publication of a
picture showing English soldiers un-
der which weére captions to the ef-
fect that “These are the great Eng-
hsh soldiers who continuously de-
feat the German army.” The German
edition of the same paper on the
same day used the same illustration
with captions to the effect that
"“These are the brave FEaglish
soldiers: who, due to their longer
legs, are continuously running away
from the Cermins at top speed.”

The formation of public apinion
i the United States as well as
throughout the rest of the world
by means of mventions disseminated
by the British govertiment through
the English press and news agencics
with their cable system is well un-
derstood by thinkimg people in this
cointry, to whom such underhanded
methods are naturally repellent

For instance, George Moore in the
San Francisca Examiner writes:

“Europe knows Americn and we
mistnderstand Furope through news

bearing the London date. Negro
buriing, the Camorra, bull 6Gghts,
the ' Dreylus case, Russinn Jew

slanghters, pass to and fro as ‘dews’
through London.

“Bince the establishment of the
Triple Entente London remade the
French character for the world. On
the date of the Entente’s beginning,
the myth of French decadence be-
came the miracle of French renais-
sance, From the same moment the
‘bear that walks like a man' was
transformed by Dr. Dillon and a
host of lesser English into a simple
Christinn hero.

“Every one remembers the Eng-
lish-told story of the Japancse-Rus-
sinn war, that story drove us mad
with admiration for the Japanese,
England’s allies; it made us for-
get the great unseliish frieadship of
Russia in the time of our own great
war, From London the news poured
into our newspapers, always dor
Japan till we served as England's
tool to help humiliate Russia by a
disastrous peace and hated the Japan-
ese since the next day after the
treaty was signed.”

How the English Press Moulds
pinion

During the Russo-Japanese war
the British system of press misin-
formation “fed up' the newspapers
of ‘the United States pro-Japanese
matter, We wete consequently ad-
miring our “httle brown brothers,”™
an admiration which was scasibly
cooled since the truth of the rela-
tion of the United Sintes and the
IJ'apanesc had dawned upon the pub-
ic.

Now that Russia is an ally of
England, Dr. Eliot 18 trying to have
us believe that in the brief time
since the massaicres of Kishinef,
Russinn civilization has been o
greatly improved that Russia may
to-day he considered the torch
besrer of enlightenment.

Early in the present war this
country was flooded with reports of
mistreatment alleged to have been
suffered by Americans in Germany.
When the truth came through, these
reports were completely discredited.
Together with the reports of al-
leged atrocities in Belgivm 3t s
now realized by the American pub-
lic that they were direct lies.

Irvin S. Cobb writes in the Satur-i

day Evening Post: “Some time back,
I wrote in an articlg of the Saturday
Evening Post that 1 had been able
to find in Belgium no direct proof
of the mutilation, the torturing and
other barbarities which were charged
agninst the Germans by the Belgians,
though fully a dozen ‘lcmmalisu
both English and. American have
agreed with me saying that their
cxperience in this regard has been
the same as mine,”

The enormouns effect on public
opinion of ‘such lies cannot be
estimated. The misrepresentation is
furthered by the dishonesty of our
daily Erus.. the greater part of which

Llighes all the lies which emanate

rom London, and even goes so far

LI-:’uilu
hen,

vithout Investigatio

as it Is pensational ?:lw ’ ¢
however, the truth frans-
pires, such news il printed st all is

ven some obicure position on an

side page in amall type, while the
arigingl report of which it w the
carrection upmd under bold hesd-
Iines on the page. The editors
eredit the publie thus
ol intelligence by
mentary, indeed, th
lic on a plane of
benedth their own.

Such reporta and Inspired editor-
inly, however, cdnnot be of but tem-
porary injury to Germans and Gers
man-Americans who are inferentially
included in the besmirching process.
Eventually, the papers which cir-

with a lack
means complis
place the pub-
stupidity even

culute such matter will be dis-
eredited. _The reputation of the
Hritish nation, so long known o

Wistory as “Perfidious Allion”, will
attich 1o Hs sycophants in iy
country, and the pewspapers which
report and often deliberately amplify
and elaborate wpon ithe false infor-

mation supplied will come 1o be
kniown, if they sre not already
known, as the subuidized organs of

the British governmont.

American Preis Prejudices
Againgt Germany

Dusing the tweive yeurs of my
residence in this country, | have
noticed and have olten heard §t re-
marked vpon by my fellow German-
Americans, like miysell naturalized
citizens of this ¢ountry and centamly
having the interests of America as
much at heart as the lhostile press
of London, that most Americans,
particularly those Anglo-Saxon
descent, not only do pot care 1o
know the truth aboot Germun ai-
fairs, but wsually disiike if they do
ot jK}Sili\‘C])‘ refuse to be convinced
of Germany's progress. It geems (o
me thuat this is doe to the fact that
the rteemendous infivence of the
British press and its conmections
sefs up antiGerman prejudices, |
am convineed that but for this bale-

Public

-
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ful influence the troe extent of
Germany's power, both  intellectual
and physical, wonld lhave been

known and apprecisted, and thst if
it had heen, a restraming iniluence
would have been cxerted by thay
gountry, which would have caused
the Allies 1o hesitnre and which
might even have prevented the war

England, seli-centered and selfish,
has refused to recognize the pro-
gressivencss and accomphishments of
Germany, amd the press of the

United States, as well as of other
countries, has undercstimated Ger-
many in every way and has conse-
quently been in a false position be-
jore its readers which it still serks
to justity by fannmg  anti-German

prejudices At the crisis, Germany
wns not understood and only now is
the press awakenieg to the trite
state of conditions and realizing the
error of trusting so  blindly a

country so cynical aur destructive as
England,

The American oewspaper  holds
the public in comtempt. It is willi
out fear, except of the adveru or,
bt Iull of fsvor, O various in-
fluences.

The German Public and Iis Press

For tlus the public 15 in a measure
to blame. In Cermuny false state-
ments soon discredit a paper; the
public ‘withdrawing their support.
Here the public “stand for it,"” prob-
ably because n finds no models to
turn to of what a newspaper should
in redlty be

The ireedom of the press in the
United States 1= a growing menace
to the freedom of the mund of the
public. The news of the war bhas
been a stniking proof of the irres-
ponsihility of the press.

The German press s regarded in
a somewhat different light. Unlim-
ited license iz not allowed it I it
gets out of bhounds, the government
may ornler one or mMore 1ssues =ups
pressed. or suppression for a longer
time. If the paper objectss it may
appeal to the courts.

'}I'Iuv public i1s thus protected by
prompt executive action, and the
paper by prompt tecourse to legal
measurces if it feels atselt aggrieved.

As a result there 15 a more real
freedom of the press in Germany
than in this country and vastly more
ireedom irom the press, and from
the destructive license and pollution
of public opimion to which the read-
ers of American newspapers are
subjected.

Neffe Hogue, ein 18fafhriger
Qunae in La CEroffe, MWis, Horle
Melvin P, Slogftab, ben R‘dﬁem
ber ficft State Bant von Rillage of
Sirum fagen, bof er fidh burd) tei-
nerlet Drohbrieie ind Bodzhorn ja-
gen liefe unbd befdylofy, biefen aus-
guprobicren, Hogue fdiried bem Slogs
fiab einen Brief, mit dber Wufforde-
tung, in einem beftimmten Briefto-
ften: bie Summe von 500 Tollard
niebergulegen und broble, Ddafi ex
Slogfted und Dbeffen Familie nme
bringen 1tviithe, mwennm  biefer Auf-
forberung nidit entfprodien Iverbe.
Hoque tourde ald der Brieffdreiber
eemiifelt und trol jfeiner Beleueruny,
baf e8 fidh nur um einen Sdhery ges
handelt hobe, vom Widhier Unberfon
u eimem Jahe Reformfdule in Gireen

Ay beruricill

Ein Radbiumpraparat hal
immes e¢ine fhobere Temperatur als
bie umgebende Lufl.

Der demifde Stoff, ber jur
Hervorrujung bed jelit vielgenannten
Dammerjdlafes bei Frauen, die ibhre
Niebertunft  evivarten, angewandi
toied, tourde fdhon im Jahre 1902 ju
diefem Biwede empfohlen und enihalt

Morphium,

Yus ben Probibitiongflanten
Maine, Kanfos, und Ollafos
ma wurben, laut Bundesdberiditen, lefit-

bin 337 fFalle gemeldet, weldye wegen

editorials | ({tofolismus ben Jreenhiufern fibec-

.’wmi tourden. Probibition vermehet
\ y ofiolil den

wufelberlau]

Bwei Rriegonovellen,
Won W, Mifeer,

Bor Littid,

Diefe Meine Gefdricte beginnt lans
ge vor Dem Reiege, alf alled bei und
nod) leldit und Helter war, Sie enbdet
anf einer Wiefe vor Liittid — giwis
fdhen Sladyeldrant und Ge

Da war irgendivo in Deutfdlond
eine teine Stabt mit riner Garnifon.
Da war aud) ein Landeat mit Frou
und Rinbern, und ed war Frilhling,
und alle Yienfden fannen, wie fie ihr
Leben nody [ddner madien onnien.
Nun — und ba wor ed paffiert,

s war poffiert im Wai — n
cinem  Sonntogdpidnid im Saupar
bes Rinigh, Man balle gelangt —
man franf — man Tuftwonbelte, Dex
Qandrat mwar in ber Hauptftabt —
de frrau beiter, Tout, audgelaffen twie
fmmer, Der Lentnont hatte fie nad
Haufe qebradt — bid in ben Gaxs
ten. lindb bo Bhatte fid ber Leutmant
pergeffen,

(2 tam, a2 immer fommt in fols
dhen fydllen: peinlide Lechonbdlunaen
un Ehrenamt, qefdheiterte Berfude,
erneute  Beftimmungen, unb leglen
Enbes ein grawer TMorgen Dinterm
Reibenwald, jivet  Waogen, fiinf
Menfdien und ein Meak. ..

Yber turg vor biefem (nbe, ecined
Taged, cines Morgens, ploglig tam
ber Strieq. €r fom von Often und
Ueften und Norden. Er fom fiir Bas
ter und Sofn, fiie Jud und Chrift,
fir MMaurer und Junltee, Gr fam
oud) in die tleine Sitadl de2 Kribens
walbes und ber INci-Pidnidd, Er
warf ben Leutnant am erfien Tage
an bie (renze. Der Lanbrat joa
ben bumien Mod Hervor und folgte.
Riemand joufite, wohin.

Fine ineifje Wolle jog am Hims
mel ilber Deuifdiland und fah Herab.
Ulles frand ploglih il — nue die
¢ifernen Jiige rollten — fie toflten
alle npdy einer Midhluna—bie eifernen
Riige begmmnen Fu fingen.

langen: Houfen, ber fig von Silden
ber gegen Rittid) hidngelte, Der Res
aen firbmie. Gefolite Baume jperrs
fen Den Weg. Wo fonft fih Briiden
{pannien, rogten Eifentrager gefnidt
gen Himmel, Hu tofen Hanjern blig-
te ¢ meudgling® auf Wber immer
porivirid gog ¢8, drangte es — burd
bie Nadht — burd ben Morgen.

Jrgenbivo gob e2 eine Paufe — in
tiefer Nadit. Der Reaen Hatte aufae-
Lort, Wolten zogen bor bem Mons
de bin umd Ber, Der Leutnant log
ouf ciner Dicle — unter dem fopf
ein bifjden Stroh AHt Tage mar
pag Ghonge her — und bod) fo lange
jchon — joett toeg, 08 ar — joie
lachbaft jept bdie Heinen Yengfle um
einen Tod am Srabemivald — da-
maols;, bamals. $ie lange ber, baf
¢ ben erfien Tolen fah — mit Iweis
ten Gllasaugen. lnb tvo war wobl
ber Uanbrat — ioar er tot?

Dad war in ber Nadit vor Liithd
por dem Ungriff., WAm nidhjten Dlox-
aen Begonn der Fang, Parole Worth!
it Sturmgepid unb Wiike! Rausd
aud bem Tald! Den Bady entlang.
Yuf dem Baudy iiber den Ader! Seis
tengeinebr  aufpflangen!  Gniladen!
lind dann bGinouf mit Hurea und
Hody! Sprung! Huf! Marid!Marfd!

Der Ceutnont weifit ben Degen
raud und ftiivmt voran. Die Leute
mit Gebriill ihm nad. Der Boben
sittert. Da fommit ble erjie Salve,
Eimner rollt, Giner fpringt. Jraendbmo
¢in moilber, blutiger Snauel,

Joerr Leuinant!®

F8 fdeeit — 2 pfeift — ef
plumpit au Boden, Da — cin Sdhlag
in die Sdjulter — der Leuinant dreht
fih — fein linfer Urm Bangt fentd
rechl, Wher fmmer vorpdris — ime
mer pormirid, Parole Worth! Gleidy
boben toir'd! Auf! Marjdh! Marjdy!

Der Berg with fleiler. Doz Ni-
men fdmerer — louter, Der Leut-
pant  [Bufi  mitten zivifden feinen
Leuten. Fedhld ftiiegt ein Mann und
reifit ifn mit ju Voden, Vecfiudt —
der Sdimery veifit filrdieclid) in fei-
pem UArm, Aber God) — hody — Body
mufy er, Und fdon rennt er ieder
mitten unter ihnen — allen vovan.

Die Reihen  ldten fich, Der Wey 1t
nod) toeil. Jmmer plumpft 8 lints
unh redid Hinab. Kommt nidt Bere
fractung redté? AUch, bag eine Troms
pete ertonte... Plohlidy teiegt ber
Qeutnant ben glveiten Sdufp — bers
flirtes Pad — genau in bie rechte
Sdulier binein. Der Leutnant fHivgt.
Sin {elbiwebel vor. Hurra ber Hais
fer! Und mit Gejdjrel ftilxgt alles
fiber ihn Himoeg,

Der Leutnant fann fid nidht i
ren vor Gedhmery. Gr beifit in bie
Erde, LWor Wut tommen ihm Dbie
Jranen. Gr fieht feine Seute rennen
— fallen — poeiferrennen. Stommen
fie and Hiel?

Ploplid borte er reditd ein BVrills
len — mit Hurra unb Hody qus dem
ftornfeld Bevau® — boran ein bl
tiger Hauptmanm — dann gehn und
funbeet, nein, tonfend Menjden —
Hurra Hinauf — da fallen bie ecflen
— @prung! Auf! Marfd! Marfd!
edhd purgeln iiber ben Stadyels
brabt — aber fie fommen — ber
Houptmann et voran —

Der Leutnant firedt den Kopf em-

= der aup

altoolifen Jrefinn durdy feit

pus, i Kagf joust

| mann ift ber Lanbrat,

Der Leutnant marfdierte n dem |8

"

it — |drig liberd feld —
bie Solbaten — ran an ble Spije:
Dere Dauptmann, i) fomme —*
Der Leutnant Hoi bod Worl ges
tebel — da fommi ber brifle ufy
~ mit purpurrolem WMunde bricht
e 3ufammen,
m Ubend, alé auf dem fFort Ddig
veutfde Fabne flatterte, fah man

fudyen,
. .
Mabame Prarfany,

G war bald, naddem toir bie
Grenge fiber{dritten botlen, Ghute
und bife (Einvriide faidien frifd
und fief ouf ung ein, TWic famen
morgend gegen fed® Ubr mit elnem
folner Truppentrandport auf bem
fleinen Babnbof an. Die Sladt [dien
mittelgrof. Hlie {ollten Dier Dret
Stunden liegen Bleiben. Proviantyiis
ae, Tunttionsziige rollen einer nng
bem anbern, obne Wufenihoit bdur
ben Bahnbof.

dn biefer Stadt fah idh bas ecfie
aeplilnderte Haus, G qehbrle Herrn
Mardiand — ie bad grofie Wiefs
finafdiitb an ber Gartenpforte fagte.
Der Garlen befoh ein Treibbousd mil
Weintrauben. Sle waren abaepflilde.
Yuf bem Pafen lagen iweifie Gartens
mobel, Muf cimem 20ege flondb einm
breirdbriged Sinbervelojiped.

O, i mweiff nod), mit weldhem
Derjliopfen iy bad Hous betrat.
Gettbem babe icdh viele Haufer der
et befrelen. Thian wird falt und
flumpf — fo jdomell wie niemand
dentt — gegen den Anblid von FHers
fiorung, von fdbredlihen Wunben,
von maffenfaftern Tod, Aber bamald
jitterte idy nody, al8 id) auf ben fFFlur
trat, und niemand fragte, toad ig
ffrember wollte, Sondbern alled war
fot — unb aud ben gedffneten Jiiven
Blidien berwiiftete Fimmereinridhtuns

o

Um diefe Stadl war drei Tage ges
tampft worden. Herr Mardand und
feine Familie waren matiielid lEngfi
aefliichtet, Buerft Botten feine Land3-
lute aus dem Dorfe bad Houd un«
terfudf, Der Tunitgeredt gelnadie
Geldidhrant geugte baven. Danad
waten die franzofifden Solbaten ges
fommen, YAcht Tage und adt Nidyte
batten fie hier gebauft. Seithem was
ren figlidy bentfde Truppentranss
porte hier burchgelommen,

Derr Mardand mufBte cud guter
Familie fein. Die ollen gebiegenen
YRobel, bie foftbaren Spiegel, eime
umfongreidie Bibliothe!, alles deutete
auf Woblfland, ber midt ecft in die-
fer Generation errungem war. Und
Mabame Mardhand muf gern und
gut mufiziert haben, Der Fliige! ftand
allein in einem grofen Bimmer. Die
Totenbiidher 1oaren biel gebraudit —
befonderd eine vollftandige Ehopins
Ausgabe.

Jebit lagen Brotrefte auf bem Fliis
ael.  Gine Balbgeleerte TWeinflafdhe
fland auf einem Sodel, au beffen
Fiifien ein gevbrodiener Marmortopf
gerollt war. Tie Bilber waten bon
ben Wiinden entfernt. Den Fufboden
Bebedten Biidher, bie aus ben Sdyrin-
fen geriffen waven. Gin Sdreibtifd
par  aufaebroden, alle Sdublaben
burditvithlt, Briefe, Karten, Rednuns
gen, Quittungen umbergefireut, BVor
einem ungeftorten ©piegel ftand eine
arofie fdivarje Marmoruhr. Die Whe
twor mit einem Beil Beraudgehauen.

AR i) in Da2 Speifezimmer trat,
fnividhten meine Scjritte bon einer
Unmenge von Gladfplitiern, bie ben
Bobden bededten. Died Jimmer mufle
bon EColbaten Benupt worben fein.
Der grofie Tifdh) ioar bededt mit
Speifeefien. Eine Bratpfonne mit
geronnenter  Vutdter fland auf  dem
Jifdtuch. Foul qewordemed OO,
einflojdien mit abgehouenem Hals,
jdmugige Meffer — alled lag durdys
einanber, Pie Tiiren der Glasjdrins
fe flanben offen. €& febllen piele
Slifer, Uber bicle twaren nod) urviids
geblieben. Y nafhm ein Glod und
fdlug baran. Der Rlang joa tief
burd) bag Fimmer, fo bof i ex-
febrat,

Heer Mardiand war Divelfor einer
demifdien Fabril, Frou Mardand
war faft jebn Jabre jiinger ol er.
Sie Datlen jlvei Stinber, Grneft unbd
Defiree. Frouw Mordands Bruder
war Hauptmann in Lille. Jbre Muts
ter wolnte in Nizgza, Sie waren Pro«
feftanten,

Dieg alled ufte id, nadidem id
ein paor Minuten in Frou Mars
Ganbd Fimmer geflanden Hatle und
port bie Bilder und Photographien
on ben Wiandben und auf fhrem ziers
lidien Sdjeeibtifd gefehen Gaile, %}ul
Rimmer hatte gwei Fenfler, bie nady
binten in ben Garien gingen. Bor
bem {enfter hingen bie vollen Bieige
eined Wallnufibaumes. Audy dies und
dag nebenan liegende Sdhlafzimmer
ver Gleute war bollig durdymilhlt.
An ber Erde lagen SKieider, Mode,
outidadteln, entleerte Uhes und
Sdmudtiften. Ein Album alter Ane
fidhtélarten log auf dem Bett, Dasd
ett mwar anfdeinend julegt von eis
nem frangdfifhen Offigier benubt.
Wuf bem Nadttifd flond ein ,
oerjehried Mo fiid mit einex

einen Houptmann nady einer Leldhe ||

“ . anzofen
Deutide” geipicll, Die Fran

Deutfiien biinne. '
ben me(ﬁm nml::rcﬂim gefatlen, D

}"hun;u[m waren notiielidy in aehme
ofier Uebermadt, 3 blieh i ‘;'j%__
%ﬂ;hﬂngniuﬁﬁ l{u;gic feinen Sdjritt
n bies ju fepen, A
Rildtebrend blidte i nody etnmal
and bem Fenfier von Madame Ware:
dand. lnd als i biejes Mol an fhe
rem Ueinen Sdreibtifd ¢
fiel mein Blid jufdliy ouf ein
fein mit Golbfdnitt, dod mitten g
yhen Briefen und Papier log,
:??rnﬁ:alb Lagebudy ber  AMabami
Mardjand. A
3% nafm ¢8 in bie und bffs
nete ¢4, 3 wor ein Yogebudy, bob
mit bem 15, Tary 1912 beganm,
J& fofi nun auf Madame Moz
fonbé teinem Gdfofa und lab eine
Ecge iz:!,-ui;ma‘.ut cfn;betn.m '
sadie id): Du darffl B n o
mal fief 8 mir kel und falk fiber
ben Riiden. Einmal bead) id) ab und
ging jum BWahnhof, Uber unfer Jug
fubr nod lange nidt. Die Solbnten
Urieten  iiGner auf dem Bahnfleig
3 tebrie guriid und lod Iveiter. 3@
foh bagd Budy von allen Seilen o,
¢ war in roted Qeber gebunben unb
buftele nady YWmbna,

i

44

ltnd toie idy lad, flieg mir bag Qee
Len Defiree Iarchonds immer Dben 5
ligee auf. Jdh fob ihre Jugemd fm
Riza und Parig, ihre ,

Franen ber erflen Gnitiufdung,
twigen Abenbe in Ddiefer
Stadt, iy Horte ihre langen

.

{en Debatten mit bem Fabritd
und fab fie fiken und betmlid
'&Dﬁnfcﬂe bieferm el
Budy: onvecirauen. Und dann
fte nod) Paris — cgentlich mag
piee und fiinf Woden und e
awti Monate, b fofh fie im
als der Geiger tam. Jd fob
Qongertioal por ihm unb
tin unterhandeln und faf fie 'i
in bie Nadht ?in giibeln, YWher
Bon dem, 1was donn .
b Bud) nur wenig. €3 Hatie
Wicheclee, als ber Gatte bey
Berdadht gu  fdhopien. Da Begy
itnd fo perfonlid, o fix fid, fo
nad) innen ging diejed Togebudy,
den gar nidhtd in hm . S
betn am Tage der ]
— nue in der Mitte waren
und flein und miide goei Worle
Radoem ich das Togebud aelefen
batte, aing it? an ben & tifd
Lame PWardhand,
Nabame!
— am 25. Auguft dicfed fyredlicien:
Ariegéjohred — bverlor iy mich —~ =

fNlagen und

drel Wodhen — aber bann roucde

Jbred Bruders an jenem erflen

nen, yd ZBrte fie mit ihrer S

war ihre Straft ju Gnbe....

Liiden — Dbi8 gu ifrer pli

bie Seiten 1vieder voller gu

von bem Srieg unbd feinen B )

war die gange Stite mweify geb

gefrifelt: b modte, ..

und jdrict folgenden Brief am Mas
Jm Gefolge b3 beutfdhen

ein junger Mann ous Deutjdland —

in Qfr Haus, in dije Gemader, an
Siefen Tifch. WAm Fenjrer flehend und =
biefe founberboren Jiovige - 9

Walnufibaumes befrodtend, entdedte
idy auf JGrem aecbrodienen, .
wiihlten  Schreibtijdy ploplidy .

Tagebudh. Madame, i lo8 died Faa 0
gebudy, Uber iy midte widht geem,
bafi er ein anberer nad) mier lieft ober N
bofi ¢ jemand gat mit fidh nimmb
Darum, Mabame, Gobe id dad Bud

fiir Sie verfledt, Sie ierden 8 w
ben im Jimmer ber Kinder ouf A
Hardinenbrett bed linfen Fenflers, -8

Do Bimmer der Kinder habe id) uns
beriihrt gefunden, Und id fd;tcibeg -
mein: Lanbileute cine Bitte an bie
Tiir, dafi nientand ed betrits. %l{m
Brief fedodh qebe idh fiie Sie briiben
in bem Gftaminet Cecil ab, diew, =3
Mabome! A “:.
Jch berftedte dad Tagebudy am bep
Gegeidhneten.  Sielle, :

Eplitter,

Qente, bie fid ju biel geben Taffen,
foll. man Taufen I:ﬁtn. e, -

Batd fommt nad ber ?‘oama, v i
fie bie Slodzeit, fiir in bie — o 'I

jeit, ~

Moberne Sdriftfieller find fol
beren TWerle meijl nift lang me
Bleiben! o
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