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cases under considern ..un. taking -
unt the new weapons in use
in modern warfare

“I'he Amerjcan ships attseked hy
Germany, such as the Frye, blf
light snd Cushin . certamnly under
all principles of the law of nations
is unwarranted, and the German
poversment should be required to
apologize for the attack on  our
sovercignty md make full reparation
to the owners of the property and
the families of those who have lost
their lives; also the imperial gov-
ernment of Germany should give
such assurances aud guarantees of
action that similar acts will not oc-
cur fgain in I];c future.

“Likewise the British government
should be rcqtu ed to promptly re-
lezses all American ships carrying
noncontraband (loodstulls) o "the
noncombatants of Germuny and pay
proper d'anmg-rﬂ to the owners of
these wessels for the unlawful de-

> meel

| 1ays snd damages incurred thereby

and make such assurances that our
commerce with Germany carrying
nopcontraband should not be mol
eated.

“If our government should de-
mand that both Grest Britain and
Germany comply with the law and
acknowledge our rights 1 believe
that the law and rights of Ameri-
cans would be finally recognized and
sustained. If this had been insisted
upon earlier in the war there wonld
not have been puch a deplarable in-
cident as the sinking of the Lusi-
tania with such a great loss of life.
1 can well understand from a mils
itary point of view the position of
the German govermment resorting to
her submarine warfare on the Brite
ish commerce. The British govern-
ment Las declared the nght and re-
sorted to all means to prevent food-
stuff supplics going to the inhabit-
ants of her enemy’s country, and as
4 retalistory measure Germany gave
notice 1o the world she would resort
to her best methods as a necessity
to starve the inhabitants of Britain;
thus the submarine warfare.

Retaliatory Measures.

“The polnt that Germany is not
within her rights of legitimate war.
fare in destroying a Britidh ship car-
rying contraband of war, when
American citizens are passengers of
saine, I do not beleve is well taken
Natioos at war have the right to
take retalintory measures 1o accom-
plish their purpose, and in so far ss
it affects the cinizens of neutrals we
must be govermed by the legal
status a8 well as take an equitable
and just position. To say Germany
has no right 1o eontinue her sub-
marine wiriare on the commerce of
Britain bocauge neutrals may be pas-
sengers would deny the right of
Germany to take retaliatory mens-
ures against hor enemies for just as
cffective measures used against her
in another way by her enemies. Th e
principle of law Is not chan
whether . there is one Ameriean ﬁn
lost or 100, Neither is the prineiple
changed whoen you wry to starve the
noncombatants of one belligerent

nation or the other.

"Wc have had many precedents
ofr OWH purnmne as to the
of American citizens suffer-
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sone of war on commerce betwern
the belligerents, and if they do tngy
mitst  accept the terrible resuft
caused by the submuirine modern
method of warfare.

“The American ships have the
right and freedom of the seas and
cannot and should not- be destroyed
by either belligerent. Under inter-
national law American cilizeng (rav
cling on same are protected both in
life and propeety. If an American
ship is carrying comtraband and i3
accosted by cither belligerent (e
cargn will be seized, and geizing bel-
ligerent will make all legal repara-
tion and protect the erew and pos-
SCNgers. lilm has not been denied
as yet by any of the warring na
Liofns. %u carrying nonconira
bands, neither hcifigcrem has
right to seizure or destruction, only
examination, and we should insist
on nominterference. This is the righ

the

'
'
f
)

of all meutrals, and o we insist on

same we will maintain the historicul
and well established principle of
international law covering our rights
to the frecdom of the seas.

“l do not belieye Germany will
give up her right of submarioe wor
fare unless ritsin  gives up he
¢laim to hold wp the commerse o
neutrals to trade with Germuny in
noncontraband  (foodstuffs), and,
she does not, why, thea it will on!)
be another principle of international
law established by the ‘largest gun,’
which in fact really has brought
about most all the international jaw
we are now living under. War and
then peace and peace the result of
war makes the law.

“I firmly believe the president will
succeed in securing from Germany
satisfuctory settlement of all our
complainte as to aitacks on Ameri-
can govereignity, but that part of the
note which” in effect will dispense
with the warfare of submarines by
Germany will accomplish nothing
unless our government is able to £t
Brimin to chmgl her posi
toward our and other neutm com-
merce unngd in :ury ng nongon-
traband to ports of her enemy.

“We should look at this niatter ae
Americans in an absolutely neutral
polition to be fair, Place America in
the boots of Germany or in the
shoes of Dritain ands standing
theie respective gitions, look
through the same glasses Britain et
ul. snd Cermany et al. do and then
ask the question, ‘What would we

do? I can answer it for you, con-
aldcring the history of our people
in wars of past. If we were
Britain w make our best eof-
!bc;m to i an neton
we would adopt measures
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