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Con gressman Hobson 8 State-
ment About The Lusitania™

(According to the New York Times of May 15.)

*A widowed cousin of mine ap-
plled nt the New York office of the
Cunard Line for passage on the Lu.
pitanin,"” Congressman Hobson sald,
“The booking agent, an old friend.
took her apart and told her thatthe
vessel was actipg under Admiraity
orders and that she simply must not)
take passage on ft. He pledged her
to secrecy until after the trip. This
fact brings up pertinent questions,

“Why did not the Cunird Compa-
ny give to all parties applylng for
passige the same humane ndvice its
agent, for old friendship's sake, gave
to my cousin, instead of loading the
vessel down with a full passenger
Hst, including many distingulshed
Americans, whose |oss would meces |
sarily strike the American imagina-
tion?

“Knowing that Germsn submarines
were opersting south of the Irish
eoast, why did mot the Britleh Ad-
miralty, which controlied the Lusi-
tauia’'s movements, order ber to usc
the uninfested routs around the nmorth
of Irelund?

“Why was the ship having a speed
of twentyfive and a hallf knots—a
very substantisl aild 0 security—
ordered by the British Admiraity to
slow down to seventeen knois in the

througout the alow and inexplicabls
work of the recovery of the bodies,
while secrecy was ordered for the
Admiraity instructions, under »hic
the ship proceeded to its doom?
“The President's note te Germany
s firm and maosterful, but its ceniru
demand of immunity of American
lives on merchant vessels, assumcd
that these vessels will be unarmed
and unresisting toward enemy Wwar
vessels and, In virtue of which non-
resislence, international law gives
them the right of lmmunity of iife
“The order of the Britleh Admir
pity, instruecting British merchant-
men to attack with the ram German
subloarines on sight, makes “all the
Britsh merchant vmell armed and
realiting toward German submarines
and nnilifies their ciaims in interna-
tlonal law to warning and lmmunity
of life from thess submarines,
“Maintaining our position toward
Germany, as defined by the Presi-
dent's note, without lnsisting on re
vocation of the Britlsh Admiraliy's
lnstruction, is equivalent to demuaa.
ing that German submarines shail
not attack British merchant wvessels
with American lives on hoard, while
these British vessels are free to at.
tack, und are under orders to at

danger zone?
“How could a torpedo sink such
s ship in twenty miputes? An elem-

entary knowledge of naval architec-
ture would convinee any one ‘that
such a thing is impomsible unless
| there was u contriburing cause in-|
side the vesnel, such as open water-
tight doors or inside explosion,
“Why was there mpfutmln, cting con-

tanck, German submerines So Great
Britwin eould maintain & flest, of
merchant vessels hunting and de |
‘strojing German  submarines  with |
full lmrmunty The submarine s
the wespon of the gallant and weak
against the strong, and cannot and
ghonld not bhe thus sbollshed,

“There could be uo;mclble motivy
for Germany wishing destroy
American livea, In :m. Germany
sought by extrmordinary warning II:J
to American lives, snd b
commander torpedoed the vessel u
a point neavest the shore, where it
was presumable thers would be am-

.’loun-hrmmocllih
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AMERICANE SHOULD
AVOID BRITISH
MERCHANT VESSELS J
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an established rule of
that no merchant vessel
shall be armed, or offer resist-
ance to capture. The presence
of guns on board transforms
the wessel into a. man of war,
whatever it may pretend to be,
and, of course, it may be sunk
forthwith. By resisting, a mer-
chant vessel virtually acts as a
war vessel, and the enemy is
fully justified in destroying it

A wvessel cannot be both a
merchant vessel and a warship.
It is entitled to certain immu-
nities as 2 merchant vessel
which it loses if it ases force
against the pursuer. One of
these immunities is that itshall
not be sunk, whatever its cargo,
unless the captor is umable to
take it into port.

Germany has canceled this
law of war by sinking British
merchant vessels on sight, with-
out giving the crews an oppor-
tunity to take to the boats, So
long as this practice is confined
to British vessels, it is no con-
cern of the United States, if
American passengers are not on
board.

Germany has given reassur-
ance, under date of May 11,
that it has no intention of caus-
ing to be attacked by submarine
or airships any neutral vessels
in the war zone, even when they
have contraband of war on
board. It “unreservedly recog-
nizes its responsibility therefor”
in case of the accidental de-
struction of such a neutral ves-
sel.

British merchant vessels have
invited destruction by arming
themselves and by giving notice
that they would resist capture,
Several British skippers have
boasted that they would ram
submarines. In doing this they
ere transforming their vessels
into  warships, and, of course.
passengers traveling in them
are subjected to deadly peril

Americans would not think
of traveling in the war zone on
British or German warships
They would expect disaster.
But they are doing the equiva-
lent of this when they travel on
British merchant vessels, which
have been marked for destruc-
tion by German submarines.

It is unsafe for any person
to travel on any British mer.
chant vessel in the war zone,
no matter what the cargo may
be, and no matter whether the
vessel is armed or not,

(“Washington Post)
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Lord Fiedwr Urged Vietwnes
I Wiy,

The sharga ihat German “barbhar
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and govivn B condadl oL the *ar
aded o Megiantls by Landew a the
sarly dapi ol tha wat B dsdine e
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The hymasislog of war! If | am
in eomemend when war besake out |
AEAI Mtk as Iy oftlere: The o
panice of war 8 violanos  Maoderation
i war I» lmbesoliicy, Mt Arst WA
hard end hit everywhers™

1t was not & Cerman whoe wrole
The woret of all errers In War s &
miniakey l;.lm of beaovolence I
waa an sgually wall kpown British
wilitary writer, Major Stewart Mur

sh | 1w

It was not & Oerman who wrots
The proper siratexy consleis In the
first place of Inflictihg as terril’s
Llows an possibie upon the snemy's
army and then in cauwsing the In
habitants g0 much suffering that they
miuistl jong for peace and force thejr
goverament to demand " It wus
n wall Khown British mllilary eritie,
Dr. Miller Maguire.

“Milarlam” Is not & Germap prod-
net it is jJust a8 much a British
product. But In this case [t finds,
owing 1o geographleal positlon, s
chial expression omn the ssa.  Gor-
wany prepared for this war, Bhe
carried her preparations to the
Wighest maximum of eMoloncy, But
that does not o the (east degree
fastén upon Germany sole responsi
bility for the outbreak of war, nor
does it n the least degrae prove that
Germany In going to war did g0 in
order to "subjugate Europe”

It Is not only Germany that has
been preparing for war, but all
Europe—Franes, Russia, Britain, The
enly diference beiween Germany's
econduet and the conduect of the other
powers mentioned js that the latter
have not only been preparing for
war, but have waged war, whereas
Germany has been content with pre.
paration, France has been waging
wur continuously for the past quarter
of a century, Bhe has econquerel
Tonquin, Madagascar, Moroceo, Tunis,
togethor with enormous tracts of
country In West and West Centenl
Africa, Rossla has wuged a great
war against Japan, The British
government has conguersd the South
African Republie and ineorporated it
within the British empire,

MAGHINE FOR MAKING
SHRAPNEL ADVERTISED

CLEVELAND AUTOMATIC MA.
CHINE COMPANY USES SPACE
TO TELL OF NEW DEADLY
SHELLS, — “NO ANTIDOTE FOR
POISON",

— -

“Fragmenta become coated with
these acids in exploding, and wounds
caused by them mean death in ter-
rible agony within four hours If not
attended to immediately”, These are
the words used by the Cieveland
Automatic Machine Company to
describe a new kind of shrapnel shell,
This description occurs in an adver.
tisement in the American Machinist
published In New York by the Ml
Publishing Company, of a machine
upon which shelis can be manufac
tured rapldly and cheaply,

Forelgn Agents Interestad,

The American Machinlet Is one of
the oldest and most reputable trade
woeklies of Americe. It olreulates
extensively all over the country, and
advertising of mechanical devices ap
pearing In its pages reaches a jarge
cliantele.

It may be assumed that the pur
chasing agenls for belligerents who
are pow this ocountry are not
unaware of the value d the Ameriean
Mechinlst, It s not o be doubted
that the advertisement of the Cleve
land Automatic Machine Company
ans been read by those (nterested
in Induclng American manufnoturers
to utilize thelr plants for the making
of ammunition, The argurhents ad-
vanced are unususl, ps may be seen
fm:: the Mverunmonl. which fol-
WS
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Clevelund, Ohla, L,
Why This Argument?

To what purtsse wre American
manufacturers (nformed that th'r
ennn  purchase a  rmaching which
guickly and  eheaply turne  oul
weapons of stich pature (hat “thers
scems to be no antidote that will
counteract the polsont”

Why does the Cleveland Antomatio
Machine company puy the very Iarge
amount thin advertisement must coat
o use & good twoothinis of ita spacs
In # general discussion of shrapnell
Why are peacelul American many-
facturers told that “the material is
high in tenslle strength and VERY
SPECIALT™

What purposs Is served by all thin®
Presuniing these shells ere munufas
tured, against whom would they be
used? No ammunition is belag sold
to Germuny.

Sir Percy Scott Justifies
Destruciion of Ships,

Before the wur the British ad-
mirnlty had discussed the possibilie
tUes of submarine warfure and exe
perts declared the poliey ruling
such warfare must be drastle. A&
few dnys before war broke ouf,
says the Manchester Guardian, Ad-
miral Ferey Secotl, answerlng Lord
Sydenham’s allegation that submes
rines could not be employed in war-
fare against merchantmen, made the!
following Statement:

“This I consider a dangerous and
most misleading doctrine, because
it Is calculated to make the Brit
igh publle belleve that their food
supply will be safe in time of war,
In order to make Us fallacy mank
fest consider this:

“iIf we went to war with an I8
sular country, depending for it
Tood supplles from oversea, It would
be necessary to stop that wupply,

On the declaration of war wq should |
we M ot

nolify that enemy that
warn those of her home bound
merchant ships not to approach the
jalind, ap we wore establishing =
blockade of mines and uuhm.lrum
Simllarly we should notily
neutrals that such & blockade had
been established and that if any of
their vessels proached the is=
land they wuuidp be liable to de-
struction either by mines or sube
marinies and would therefore ape
pruach at their own risk,

“Such a proclamation would, in
my opinion, be perfectly in onhr,
and once it had been made if
Brm!:l or neuu:rl ships dllr.f.'a
it and attempred to run the loﬁq
ade they could not be held to
engaged in peaceful

and if they were sunk in the at- ;

tempt it could not be deseri

a relipse into savagery or

If Lord Sydenham will look te
accounts of what usually ha
to the Dblockade runners
Charleston during the civll m
America I think he will

the blockading cruisers u!dom
any scruples about firing into
vessels they were chasing or
ing them ashore and even shei
them when stranded. The mine
the submarine's torpedo ';II
surer deterrents. Trade,

It will nol need more th:m one |
two ships sent to the hottnm
hold @p the food sepply of
country PERCY SCOTTH

Gin©daf liefert im Jabe Mh
4 Prunb GWolle, die auf Eeden mgn
Banbenen 630 Tillionen Sdhafe a
220 Miltionen.  Deutfdlond
nur 414 Millionen Gdal[r.
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