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BONESTEEL STRUCTURE IS DE-
STROYED WITH CONTENTS.

NO CLUE TO ORIGIN OF FIRE
Chicago & Northwestern Suffers a
Loss of $20,000 to $25,000 on Buildw
ing and Contents — Was Separate
From the Passenger Station.
Bonesteel, 8. D., Dee, 20.—8peclal to
The News: The frelght depot of the
Chicago & Northwestern rallroad at

this place burned to the ground at
3:30 this morning. How the fire orig-

inated none at this time seems to
know,
Tarthwastern ¥ V0
Inguiry at Northwestern ¥ 7
ters in this ity failed to dev. e

further partieulars of the fire than
contained in the telegram, railroad re-
ports being lacking In information as
to how the fire originated,

The frelght depot was separate from
the passenger depot at Bonesteel and
was a first elass building of its kind,
It was filled with an abundance of
merchandise, which was also de-
stroved, The estimated loss on build-
ing is $2.000 to §$3.000, while the freight
stored in the building would probahly
reach a value of $20,000 to $25,000.

BARN AND CATTLE SHEDS BURN

Farmer Near Creighton Loses by Fire
Started by Lantern.

Creighton, Neb., Deo. 20.—8pecial to
The News: The large barn and cat-
tle sheds of Frank Van Houten, living
seven miles southwest of Winnetoon,
were totally destroved by fire last
night about 7 o'cloek.

The fire originated from the explo-
sion of a lantern which had been hung
over the manger in one of the stalls.
In reaching for hay a horse knocked
it down, which exploded as It struck,
The flames ran through the loose hay
like a whirlwind, and although Mr.
Van Houten was present he was un-
able to stop the spread of the fire,
After consuming the barn the flames
communicated to the large cattle sheds
adjoining, which were destroyed.

Mr. Van Houten succeeded in get-
ting all his live stoek out of the way
of harm, but his machinery, harness
and many other farm appliances were
consumed,

“TOM THE PEEPER"” ROUTED.

Campaign at Bonesteel Ends in Dis-
aster to Stranger.

Sioux Falls, 8, D,, Dec. 20.—The au-
thorities of Bonesteel adopted drastie
measures in ridding the community
of a “Tom the Peeper,” who for a pe-
riod of about two weeks annoyed the
women of Bonesteel.

Numerous complaints were made to
the authorities of the anties of the
peeper, whose operations were carried
on during the day as well as in the
evening. The rascal also made & prac-
tiee of endeavoring to force hizs way
into some of the homes which he vis-
ited, terrifving the women and chil-
dren and arousing the anger of the
men of the households when they re-
turned home and heard of the unwel-
come visils of the stranger

Just who he was no one seemed to
know. But, like the famous pitcher,
he went to the well onece too often.

When the man came to grief he was
hanging about the home of Mr. and
Mrs. William Gibbs, He put in his
appearance while Mr. Gibbs was ab-
sent and attempted to force his way
into the house, but this effort was
frustrated and Mrs., Gibbs sent word
to her husband of the presence of the
pecper,

Gibbs hurried home and quietly ap-
proached the house. In the darkness
he soon was able to distinguish the
form of the stranger near one of the
windows, Gibbs was npon the peeper
before the latter was aware of his
presence, and the stranger was struck
a vielous blow before he took to his
heels and made his escape.  Gibbs
fired several shots after the fugltive,
but failed to hit his man.

Officer Taylor soon appeared upon
the scene and the search for the peep-
er was commenced. The search re-
sulted in the digcovery of the fugitive
in one of the railroad bunk cars at the
Bonesteel depot. He was placed un-
der arrest and taken before Judge Big-
ging, who ordered him to depart from
Bonesteel on the first outgoing train
or he would suffer the consequences,
He promptly obeyed the instroetions.
The man waz: found to be an Austrian,
who had been employed with the steel
gang on the new extension of the Chi-
eago and Northwestern rallroad west
ward from Bonesteel,

STILL SHROUDED IN MYSTERY.

Believed That the Herrick Grader At-
tempted Suicide.

Herrick, 8 D, Dec. 20.-—Mystery
gtill surrounds the case of the grader
found Sunday morning at the rallroad
camp In this place, with his throat
ont and weak from the loss of blood.
Attorney VanMeter and Marshal Taek-
er were appointed by Blates Attorney
Backus to ferret out the real eause of
the man's condition if possible.  Mr.
VunMeter took the deposition of the
injured man, which wng in substance
as follows: He sald he was 38 years
of age, single, a Bwede, came from
Chieago, had a unlon eard, arvived at
Herrick Saturday nlght, slept in car

N

with comrades,
morning, and

arose at 0 Sunday
crossod the track, wis
assaulted by a tall man, lght coat,
wore a eap, too dark to further de-
seribe, was eut on throat with razor,
not robbed; nssallpnt ran; he bled
froely, returned to onr, and crawled
Into bunk, dld not awake anyone, be-
cauge he was a atranger, Was found
at G6: 30, weak from loss of blood, had
heen drinking in Chicago several days,
did nat attempt suiclde,

Other witnesses were examined care-
fully and the general trend of testl
mony seemed to Indieate an attempt-
ed sulelde, though little evidence was
discovered.

The patient was removed to Herrlek,
where he Is Improving rapidly, and
doubtless will recover,
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AFRAID OF BEING BLOWN UP

Fear of Something Like the Maine Dis-
aster, Owing to California’'s Hostil-
ity, is Given as the Reason—Little
Men Have Nerve.

Honolulu, Dee, 20,— The Japanese
consul says that the vigiting squadron
which will arrive In Honolulu in Feb.
ruary, will not proceed to San Fran-
clsen, as originally intended, because
a repetition of the Malne disaster is
feared, owing to the alleged over-
wrought condition of American feels
Ing.

PROVING UP ON ROSEBUD.

About a Million Dollars Has Been Paid
Into Office.

Mitehell, 8. D., Dec. 20.—The prov-

Ing up on claims and the filing of

homesteads on the Rosebud reserva-

tion Is bringing In a large revenue,
which passed through the lecal land
office.  The settlers are proving up

rapidly on their claims, and the sales
that follow are guite numerous, The
Rosebud was opened to settlers bt
two years pgo last August. That all
those who drew prizes did not file on
their land is shown by the fact that
there are still about 75,000 acres of
land on the reservation whieh has not
been filed on. This g located mostly
in the north part of Gregory county
and the land Is good only for grazing
purposes,  Sales of lind are being
made with great rapidity, and one of
the high sales of recent date was a
quarter section of Fred Huston, who
sold his land near Burke for $6,000,
with less than $500 improvements on
it.

The receipts from the land in the
way of fees for proving up and for
homestead filings, as given out by the
loeal land office, show that from .Jan-
uary 1, 1906, to September 1, the re-
ceipts amonnted to about $A27.000,
from December 1 to December 16,
receipts were §55,000,

Since the lands were opencd to set-
tlement two years ago the general land
department at Washington has re-
celved about $1,000,000, Taking out
the fees of the department there is
about $800,000 left which is set aside
a8 allotment for the Indians, and this
I8 being distributed among them at
stated intervals.

TAKES ISSUE WITH METCALF

'Frisco School Board Says Secretary
Made Misstatements,

Ban Francisco, Dec. 20.—According
to an Interview given to the press by
Secreiary Leflingwell of the board of
education, Secretary Meteall mada
gome erroneous statements in his re
port on the Japanese question.

Mr. Leffingwell said: *“The report
made by Secretary Metcalf, as ex-
ploited before congress, containg
many assertionsg and inferences which
are surprising, to say the least, since
they are in error, and are therefore
unfair, as they are applied to the
members of the board of education
When Secretary Metealf reached this
city on his misslon for President
Roosevelt and the object of his visit
was made known, the board of ednca-
tion did all in Its power to equip him
with the facts surrounding the new or
der made in regard to the schooling
of Japanese puplls. When Secretary
Metoalf asserts that the Japanese and
Korean Exclusion league directed the
board of education to enter the ruling
concerning the Japanese pupils, hae
utters that whieh we say i8 an error.
The members of the board of educa:
tion were speclally careful to ex
plain the origin of the matter to See
retary Metealf. The board acted upon
its own Initintive and merely proceed
ed to enforee a state law."

the

TRAINMEN DEMAND INCREASE

Freight Brakemen and Conductors
Also Want Eight-Hour Day.

Chicago, Dec. 20.—Demands for a
wage Increase of 14 per cent and an
elght-hour day for brakemen and con
ductors on all through freight trains
will be filed today with managers of
all rallway systems |n the west, The
demnnds covered 45,000 men, on forty
geven systems, and the Increase asked
for amounts to approximately §8,000,
000 a yeur. The Brotherhood of Rall-
way Trainmen and the Order of Rall
way Conductors are acting in con
junction in the matter.

TARES P GAR 0

THE PRESIDENT HOLDS A CON-
FERENCE ON THE SITUATION.

ATTEMPT TO DEVISE A REMEDY

Senator Hansbrough is Asked to Frame
a Law That Will Prevent Return of
Such Evlis—The Senator Has a Bill
to Cover the Trouble.

Washington, Dee. 200—<That Presi
dent Roosevelt bas taken n determined

Intorost with a view to finding legisla

tive remedy for the car shortage in
thee northwoest, which now threatens
the people with freczing and starva-

tion, because the ratlroads are nnable
Lo teansport fuel and food to them, was
indieated by a conferouce at the white
house today,

The president sent for Senator Hans
hrough and asked him whether the
actual danger of suffering I8 ns great
a8 hag beon reported hy press dispateh-
es and  telegrams  from  Individuals,
The North Dakota senator reported
that from digpntehes he had recelved,
the statement of conditions in  his
state, Minpesota and South Dakota,
has not been exaggernted,

The president promised to give the
question his personal attention, with
a view to alleviating any Immediate
suffering, and said he desired Senator
Hansbrough to devote time and
thought to some legislative remedy, inj
order to avold recurrences of present
conditions,

Hansbrough Has a Bill.

The plan Senator Hanshrough has in
mind is the passage of a law which
would eompel the rallroads to antiel-
pate extraordinary movements of fuel,
grain, or other commodities and to
prepare to take care of such shipments
when they are offered, It has been
suggested that the interstate com-
mercee commission could Investigate
probable probable excessive offerings
for shipment of commodities of all
Kinds and compel the rallvoads to fur-
nish the transportation. 1t is believed
by Senator Hansbrough that, If a law
of this character were passed, the
railroads would be able to contract for
the use of equipment from roads in
the south or other parts of the coun
try, when the demand for rolling stock
is not great during the winter or the
crop moving seasond. The North Da.
kota senator will endeavor to perfect
A measure of some character caleulat-
ed to reach the evil which annually re-
sults in immense financial loss to the
farmer becmise of not being able to
market his crop and actual suffering
in winter by reason of not being able
to get fuel,

CASE IN COURT FOURTEEN YEARS

Omaha Attorneys Seek to Recover
Fees From Creighton Estate,

Lincoln, Dec. 20.—A case which has
becn Lotore the pourts for fourteen
yours a3 now belore the suprome eourt

for redearing It Is that in which ex-
Attorney General Smyth and General
Cowin ol Lo
about §.000 for attorneys’ fees from
Lthe Of Crelghton.  The
attorpeys were retained by Bishop
Scannell of Omuaha to secure the pro-
bating of the will of Mr. Creighton
when his daughter tried to break I
The question which the court must de
clde 18 whether Bishop Scannel]l will
have to pay the full fees or whether
al] of the devisees will be required to
pay the fees, the will being sustalned
and declared valid. The ravages ol
the Missourit river have caused the
estate to depreciate greatly in value
durieg the time that the case has been
in the courts, and the attorneys say
that about all they will get out of it
will be the settlement of an Interest
ing point of law.

NIGHTMARE BREAKS BOY'S ARM

Battle With Mince Pie Animal Results
in Serious Injury to College Youth,
Sioux City, la., Dec. 20.—Alter a

flerce bhattle with the nightmare Km

mett Calley, a Morningside college
student, awoke to find his arm broken

Omuha seek recover

estate Joseph

Calley is fond of mince pie, Hls
mother gent Lilm a number {rom the
farm, and after eating heartily last
night Calley fell asleep In a window
seat.  Immediately the anolmal ap-
peared, tramping Calley under his

erue] hoofs and kicking him viciously,

The student awoke with n ery of
pon and found His arm hanging help
legsly at his slde. It is supposed he
got his arm twisted under him in the
awlul effort to escape the nightmare.

FRENCH OFFICER DEGRADED.

Captain Suffers for Refusing to Help
Take Church Inventory.

Lille, France, Dec. 30.—A oeurt-mar:
tial here tried and degraded Captain
Magnlese for refusing to obey orders
fn connection with taking the mmven
tory of the chapel of 8t. John, Mag:
niese before the court sald: *I am a
Chrictian and I prefer to be shot
rather than commit & sacrilege. Neo
one has the right to make me re
nounce tue vows | took at my first
communion."

Farmer Operates ,.acie athin
Buriington, Iu., Dec. 20.—J. W.
Trautman, a wenlthy farmer living
near Mediapolls, was arrested charged
with conducting an llllcit still., He
eonfessed.

Hogking Postmaster Marrled.
Hosking, Nab, IDee, 20 Specinl o
The News Frank Benser, the pop
I postmaster of thie place, wos mnt
rled Inst evening (o Miss Lda Movetsz
Both these young people are populor

I this community nnd the well wishos
of all go with them through Hie,

Elevator at Herrick,

Herrviek, 8. D, Dee, 20 —~Nye-Behnoel
HerFowler company are erveting n
Inrge vlevator at Herrlek, 8, D, and
purehased thelr Arst earlond of whent
vostorday,  Ivan Salmers, formerly of

e

TO ALLOW TRANSPORTATION,

RECEIVE SCANT ENCOURAGEMENT

The House Committee Bhows Opposi-
tion to Thelr Transportation Re-
quest, Believing They Should Live up
to What They Have Been Advocating

Washington, Dee, 200—W, I, Hodgi
e8, president of the Minnesota Kidito
rinl associntion, and n member of the
executive committes of the Natlonal
Editorial  assoclation, was one of o
dedegation which appeared bhefore the
house committes on intergtate and for
elgn commeree on behalf of an amend-
ment to the rallway rate law, allowing
newspaper publishers to recelve com-
pensation from the rallroad compn-
nies in the form of transporiation, 1.
B, Herbert, formerly of Rod Wing,
Minn,, was also heard. The publishers
tid not receive enconraxement from
the committee and, In answer to an
arghiment In favor of transportation
contracts to newspaper publishers, the
stiatement was made that it would es
tablish a precedent which would lead
to discrimination, on the very thing
whiech the press of the country chargod
up ngninst the railropds (or years,

MAIL ORDER HOUSE FILES SUIT

Seeks to Restrain South Dakota Re
tailers From Fighting Its Business.
Sioux Falls, 8. D., Dee. 20,—A test

case was Institoted  in the Unfted

States conrt hy Montgomery Ward &

Co, of Chicago, who seck an injunction

restraining the Sonth Dakota Retail

Merchants' and Haglware Doealers’ o

socintion from continning warlare on
the plaintiff company.  The plaintif
asgerts thut the defendant declared a
boyeott and  prevents  the plaintifr
company from purchusing neoessary
goods  from  manufacturers, jobbers
and wholesalers, A hearing on the

application for an Injunction was fixed
for Jan 3.

MADAME GOULD VIZTOR!0US

Former Countess Defeats Creditors in
Suit Over Count's Debts.
Paris, 20, —Madame Gould, 1)
formar Gountess de Castellane, has
been victorioug in the sults brough
by creditors and money  lenders
against hor with the object of makin
her jolntly responsible with the count
for the latter’'s debts. Thirteen of the
filteen cases were dismissed by the
court with costs against the plaintiffs
Only in the of two art deal
ers did the court express the opinion
that Mme, Gould should be held re
sponsible, *as the objects purchased
In these Instances for the most part
are still in her possession. There are
still three cases to be passed upon.
In dismissing the thirteen suits the
court held that the plaintiffs had
failed to prove that the debts werp
contracted for the common bhenefit of
the count and countess. The latter,
the court declared, had more than ful
filled the ohligations under her mar
riage contract., During her wedded
life she had retained nothing for her
gelf, her entire revenue heing ecol
lected by her husband and employed
according to his own admlission, either
for the household expenges or for the

payment of his personal debts

OFFICIALS DISREGARD LAW

Charge Made by Senators Agalinst Sec.
retaries Hitchcock and Wilson,
Washiogton, e 20 —Admitting

thut they had not authority of law for

the withdrawal from  allotment ol

nearly 4,000,000 acres of land belong

ing to the five civillzed tribes in the

Indian territory for the purpose of

creating a  forest  reservation, two

members of the president’s cabinet-

Secretaries . Hiteheoek and Wilson—

endeavored Lo justify thelr course by

stating they had the best interest of
the Indian at heart.

The exp'anation was made before a
seloot committee, which Is In
vestigating o “alrs in relation to the
property rignis of the nve tribes, but
the commitiee deelined to accept |t
and 8Senators Clark of Wyoming,
Teller, lLong and Brandegee declared
that the interior department had sus.
pended a statute of the United States
without authority and it was the duty
of Secretary Hitcheoek to immediately
cancel his order withdrawing the land
from allotment. The same senators
fald to Secretary Wilson and Chief
Foreater Pinchot that it was thelr
duty to withdraw their request to the
secretary of the Interlor for a sus
pension of the allotments,

g,
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PRESIDENT ANSWERS SENATE'S
RESOLUTION OF INQUIRY.

WOULD DO SAME THING AGAIN
Calls It Blackest Crime in Annals of
the Army and Is Sorry Guilty Could

Not Be Detectod and Punished With

Death,

Washington, | BILTE 20 'reildent
Roosevelt' s messnge denling with his
action In digmisging trom  the army
the negro troops of the throe oo pi
nles of the Twenty-nrth Infantey tae
nished the one tople of Interest in the
Bonutio's segslon A lively debimre ol
loweil the reading of the mossnge B
ta what would be done with . For
mher wantend It sent to the military

committer, with Instructions (o make
further Investigatlon should the com
mittee doom It necessary e gkl

tht In reallty wineh thnt wppeared to

e testimony wasn  really  not testt
mony, as much of It was not uoder
onth. On objection from Senator Clay,

the senate postponed aetlon

The president, after desceribing ot
length the “ghooting up” of the town
of Hrownsville, sald In part:

“A blacker erime never stained the
annaly of our army. It has been sup:
plemented by another, only less black,
In the shape of a succegaful consplr
acy of sllence for the purpoge of
shielding those who took part in the
orlginal consplracy of murder, Some
of the non-commisgloned oMeers and
many o0° the men of the three com.
panies In question have banded to
gether (n a conspiracy fo protect the
aspassing and wonld-he ngsassing who
have disgroced thelr uniform by the
conduct ahove related, Many of these
non-commissioned offfcers  anid men
mugt have known, and all of them
may have lknown, clirenmsiances
which would have led to the convie
tlon of those engaged In the murder
ous assanlt, Thioy gtollidly and
ng one man hroken thele onths of en
stment and refusod to help discover
the eriminals

Not as a Punishment.

“Poople have spoken as I this dla
charge (rom e service wias a punish:
ment, | deny emphatieally that such
{8 the caso, hecanse as punlshment It
" utterly Inadequate.  The puanish

have

mern! meet for mutineors and mar
dererg sneh as  those  gallity of the
Brownsville assault is death, and a

punishment only less severe onght to
be meted ont to those who have nlded
pnd abelted mutiny and murder and
treason by refusing to help In thelr
detection. | would that It were possl
ble for me to have punished the goilty
men, [ regret most keenly that 1 have
not been able to do so.

“Be It remoetnbered always that
these men were in the serviee of the
United States, undep contracts of eén
Hetment., which by thelr torms and by

statute were terminable by my diree:
tion as commanderin-chief of the
army It was my elear duty to s=or

minete thosa contracts when the pub:
He interest demanded 1t, and it waonld

have boen a betrayal of the public in
terest on my purt not to terminnte the
contracts which were keeping In the

service of the United States a body of
muitineers and murderers.

“Any assertion that these men were
dealt with harshly becanse they were
colared men 18 utterly without founda-
tion. Otfeers or enllsted men, white
men or colored men, who were gullty
of such conduet, would have heen
treated In precisely the same way;
for there can he nothing more import-
ant than for the United States army,
in all its memberghlp, to understand
that (t8 arms cannot be turned with
fmpunity against the peace and order
of the civil community.

His Efforts for the Negro.

“So far as was in my power, [ have
gought to gecure for the colored people
all their rights under the law. [ have
done all T eould to secure them equal
gchool training when young, equal op
portunity to earn their livelihood, and
achieve thelr happiness when old, |
have siriven to break up peonage. be
canse 1 would hold myselfl unfit to be
president if 1 did not feel the sam#
revolt at wrong done a colored man as
1 feel al wrone done a white man |

have condemned In unstinted terms
the erime of Ivnching perpetrated by
white men, and 1 should take instant

advantage of any oppartunity whereby
I eould bring justice a mob of
lynechers. In precisely the same spirit
1 have now acted with reference to
these colored men who have been
gullty of a black and dastardly crime
In one poliey, g in the other, | do not
claim as a favor but 1 challenge as a
right. the support of every cltizen of
this country, whatever his color, pro
vided only he has in him the spirit
of genulne and far-sighted patriotism. "

to

Dairymen wonter With Wilson,

Washington, Dee, 20.—A delegation
of dalrymen, headed by George . Mo’
Kay. professor of dalrying at the lowa
gtate  coliege at  Ames, and F. A,
Lelghton of Des Moines, had a brief

conference  with  Secretary  Wilson
concerning the  standards  of butter
which are to be fixed by the regula-
tlons of the agricultural departinent
under anthority of the pure food law.
They gave their views as to the
amount of fats, water and other In
gredients butter should contain, The
secretary informed them the matter

: would recelve careful conslderation,

THE CONDITION OF THE WEATHER

Temperature for Twentyfour Hours.
Forecant for Nebraska.

Conditions of the wonther ag roeeords

ad for the twenty-four hours eniding
nt 8 A m oday;
Muximium . | $ 478 | o a7
Mintmim ‘3 5 17
AvVernge - F Y
nrometer 2071
Clilengo, 1y i) The blletin s
sinedl by the Chleapgo wintion of e
Unitedd States weather brenn plves
thi Torveast for Nebrasko ne follows:

IFade tonleht wod Freidps
HOW Wil peariiom

except rnin
Cooler tondeght,

R OHT A

STEAMER W. T. SCOVIL
STROYED BY EXPLOSION.

(1]}

DE-

AT LEAST 16 PERSONS KILLED

Of a Passenger and Crew List of Fifty
About Half Are Missing—Many of
the Dead Are Negroes—Disaster Oc-
curs Near Vicksburg, Miss,

Vieksburg, Misa, Dee, 20—0ne of
the most disastrons necldents In the
history of the Mississippl river oe
curred at 11 o my, when the steamer
W. T. Scovil, plying in the Vieksburg
and Davis Bond trado, wias destroyved
by an exploslon. Owlng to the large
number of negroes on hoard, It (s lm
posslble to ascertaln the exact number
of dend and injurad, but officers of the
bont, who arrived here, stated that
not less than sixteen were  Killed.
They say a ke numher were injured.

The white dead nre  as faollows:
Captaln John Quackenhoss, master of
the hoat; Cleek Wade Quuekenboss,
Laavell Yerger, coltaonseed .-iuiw-."l!l'llli:
Clerk Joseph Smith,

Of a passenger and erew st of Alty,
about half are missing.  The negro
dead and a omumber of infurel were
carcd Tor at the plaee of the pecldent

Five tegroes were brought to Vieks
burg on the steamer Senntor Cordlll
with the white dend and mjured,
The aeelident Ocenrred at Gold
Dogtl landing, about seventeon mlles
gsonth of this elty The hont was at
the Ianding, taking on freight, when
awdidenty an explozlion acenrrdd. Many
af thi timhbers (T i Lot wopre
thrown bundreds of yords The hont
wis so hidly damaged that ghe hoghn
to slnk fmmedintely When the Cor
am lefi here she was lsting heavily

and her enren of 100 sacks of cottaon-
gsond and olghty-five cotton
will he lost

FATAL EXPLOSION OF FIREWORKS

One Fireman Killed and Three Others
Fatally Burned at Savannah,
By the ex-

bales of

Bavannah, Coa., Dec, 20

plogion of dynamite in the firewaorks
factory of Juseph Carbo and Johin
Niva, Iallang, at 531 Anderson street,
Flremnn Kaly was burned to death,
Asgistant Fire Chlef George Munro
and FMremen Jerry O'Leary and Ed-
ward Daley were serlonsly and pogsl-
bly fnially hurned The proprietors
woere painfully burned and a boy was
struck In the face by flylng debris
and severely hurt.

Carbo and Niva were counting tor-
pedoes they had manufactured. One
torpedo dropped and caused the ex-
plosion of the rost,

FOUR PERSONS DIE IN FIRE.

Another in Small

Fatally Burned
Blaze at Buffalo,

Buffalo, Dec. 20.—Four persons were
killed and one was fatally burned in
a small fire in the Zenobla apartment

house, on Prospect avenue, at the
corner of West Huron street “ther
occupants of the place had harrow
escapes, half a dozen being rescued
by the firemen,

The dond are: . M. Lawmhrecht
and wife, Roth Crumlish and Mrs, J.
J. Fisther of New York.

The bullding was flatiron shaped
and had narrow, winding hallways, In
which the victims, confused by the
flames and =moke, lost their way and

wWeEre gvercome

PURE FOOD LAW UNDCR FIRE

Assertion Made That |t Shuts Outeside

Wheolesale: . Out of lowa,

Des Molnes, Dee, 20—An effert will
be mude to have the pure [Ood law Te
praled at the next session of the leg
Islature, or at least o have it rud-
feally amended. It is asserted by
REeNs of grovery houses oulside the
state that the operation of the law is
such ag to force the grocery retpller
to buy all his goods from an lowa
wholesaler, The law provides that a

grocer can require of a wholesaler, 1o
slde the state, a written guarantee that
the goods are according to the pure
food law and holding the wholesaler
linble all fines and penalties that
muy vigited on the retatler if they
are This provigion can be made
to apply only to lowa wholesalers, and
henee Lendency of the lowa re-
taller to buy of the lowa whoicsaler
It is belleved by some that the [owa
law and shoilar laws trow other states
1s responstilile for the tact that Sears.
Roebuck & Co. of Chicago, 1 mall o~
der house, has announced that it will
g0 outl of the grogery business Jan. 1,
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