OPINIONS

The Relative Intellectual Power of the Sexes.
OST discussion of the relative intellectual pow-
er of the two sexes is based on prejudice, or at
bist on chance observation. It is of exceptional
interest, thorefore, to obtain the results of an
g claborate statistical investigation hearing upon
the sgubject, Such an investigation of the
school work of boys and girls has been made
by i, J. de Korosy, who has reported his results in a paper
read at the recent meeting of the British association.
de Korosy s director of municipal statisties in
cresi, Hungary., To his office have come for twenty-
inoyenrs full reports of the progzress of the school pupils

The total number of cases he has analyzed
They come in part from the elementary schools,

receive pupils of from 6 1o 12 years, in part from
the Ligher elementary schools (10 to 16 years), and in part
from the grammar schools, though the records for the two
highor kinds of schools do not run back for full twenty-
ECY 0D yOears,

It appears that in the elementary schools out of 412,758
bays and 350,382 girls 69,422 boys and 54,301 girls failcd to
pass their yearly examinations and were compelled to re-
peat their work. This figures oul 16.8 per cent of the hoys
and 15.8 per cent of the girls, giving the girls a distinet ad-
vantage. In the lowest grade of these elementary schools
the girls had but a {rifling superiority over the boys, but the
higher the grade considered the more favorably the girls
eppeared. In the fourth grade the percentage of those fail-
ing to pass were 12.2 for the boys and 9.2 for the girls. In
the sixth grade, 4.7 for boys and 27 for girls,

In the higher elementary schools the percentiage of boys
failing to pass was 6.2 and of girls 2.2, In the grammar
schools the girls made a stiil wmore favorable showine.

Another form of test was as to the percentage of hon-
or marks, or “high standings,” received by the two sexes.
Here the girls were uniformniv alead. For Instance, in the
fourth elementary s the perecentage of high
marks forbors and givls resp efively was, in mother tongue,
28% and 32.3; in arithmetic, 28 and 37.3; In geography, 20.2
and 369, In the higher elementary schools the girls did
still better, and for one gr.aude ir. de Karosky showed their
percentages of Lonors to he f to four times as
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the obseure verbs and ecomplicated sentence structure. En-
lish might seem to have many of the clements necessary—
in its widespread use to begin with, its simple grammar
and its dirpet construction: but its speliing is the despair of
foreigners, being so largely arbitrary. Perhaps a reform
in English spelliing, like that in Spanish, might solve the
]ll‘nlllf'[]l.

In this connection it is worthy of note that the German
Government has decided that English is the most useful
Ianguage that Gerinans can study. The decision was based
on a petition from the Dresden Teachers' Association. This
document recited that—

“English is the most widely used civilized language in
the world; thaf it is the most impoertant for Germany's in-
ternational trade relations; that English literature is supe-
rior to I'ren~h on artistic and moral grounds, and that it is
not inferior to Frenech in educative value as an exercise,
and that it is easler to learn to speak and write the En-
glish language than the French, because the Fench gram-
mar is very difficult.”

The Government's decision was rendered so quickly
that it is plain the subject had already been carefully con-
sidered. It has been ordered that the study of the English
Ianguage and literature should be optional in all the schools
of the Empire. Incidentally this will be of benefit to the
Germans who, in their pursuit of world trade, will be great-
Iy helped by a knowledge of English. And in course of
time it may be a help toward something nearer a common
language than any that the world yet has.—Indianapolis
News.,

Respect for Old Age.
IZ are on the rush in this country, ana we are
inclined to brush the old to one side. 1t has
becn said that old age does not make a foolish
I man reverend, nor do gray hairs entitle the
frivolous to respect; but there is, nevertheless,
2 respect and a deferencee which all right-think-
ing people will pay to the aged. The mere fact
that ithey are aged will exeite in the breast of the right
kind of man a feeling of thouchtfulness for their comfort.
Deference for the aged is the mark of good breeding the
world over, and contemptuous or rude or flippant behavior
toward the old is the sure sign of the blackgzuard where it
is studied and deliberate, and of a light mind and bad
training where it proceeds from thoughtlessness.

The fact that a man or woman has lived in the
world raises a presmption, at least, that he or she knows
more of life than the stripling and so should command some
respect: and how mueh greater are the respect and rever-
onee which are due as sacred obligations to parents, One
of the most inspiring and beautiful aspeets of American
life is the wonderful devotion of parents for their children.
No foreizn observer who bas written of American life has
failed to note that wonderful self-abnegation of the father
and the mother in this country; how they give up every-
thing o their children; how they plot and plan that the
voung shall be happy and fortunate; how they step into the
backeround, and deny themselves of not only luxuries and
comforts, but of the necessaries of life, in order that their
children blessedd with all the opportunities and
advantages which perhaps were denied 1o thom in their

long

shall be
.\'nll!il.

It has Dbeen said that, in general, those “parents have
the most reverence who most descrve it;” but that may well
be doubted. The total sacerifice which parents make often
inculeates an absorbing selfishness in the children, who
take the homage and love and devotion of their pasents
quite as a matter of course, forgetting or omitting to ren-
der the slight return which would bring comfort and joy to
those whose happiness is centered in the happiness of their
children. ©Ofizn, through mere forgetfulness or proerastina-
tion, the young who are sound at heart defer too late the
rendering of that affection and homaze which the parents

| have a right to expect,

0 o
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“And that which should accompany old
As honor, love obodience.”
—Philadelphia Ledger.

OF HIS ENEMIES.
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extend electriec wires, ThLis is inevit-

abie, but the principle which ought
to be understood and enforeed is that
the electiric company should pay for
their destruction and not sacrifice
private properiy for their own bene-
fit without making full compensation.
The rights of tree owners in their
trees are imperfeetly understood and
inadeqguately enforced. A corporation
given the use of a street for any pur-
pose usually regards trees as an ob-
struction to be removed as soon as
possible. If ihey are made to pay in
every oo they will avoid tree (le-
struction when they can and the own- |
or will get some compensation if the | ©
troe is destroyed in the construction | HANY
operation of their work.—Phila-
I'ress.
PPirate Among Plants.
the forms of vegetable
life in Mexiean tropics the wild |
fie 1rees the most remarkable,
says the Geographie Magazine. Some
of them show such apparent intelll-
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Certain of the wild figs ap-
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is dropped by a bird where it finds
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The wounded Russian soldier, as shown in the pleture, made from a pho-
tograph, has faillen into the hands of good Samaritans.
young Japanese surgeon and his assistant are as tender and painstaking in
making the diagnosis as though the sufferer were of their own race, and
the gentle and sympathetic looking nurses are ready to begin their ministra-
The stricken moujik, who had been led to believe that to fall into
the hands of the yellow heathen was equivilent to worse than death, will
learn more of the inlierent humanity which actuates his little enemies than
he could have been taught in any other way.

The intelligent

cured itself in the ground a branch
bearing a few leaves springs from the
sced in the palm top and a vigorous
growth begins. Then the fig gradual-
Iy enlarges and inecloses the support-
ing palm trunk until the latter is com-
pletely shut in the heart of iis foster
child and eventually strangled.
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and Answered,

queried  small Tommy

Toddles, “why do cows give milk ¥
“Why—er—Dbecause they ecan't sell

it, I suppose,” replied the old man.

“Say,
which creeps
sometimes  coiling
When

. mind: but this did not trouble Tekla

gence In their readiness to mert emer-
gencies that it is dificult not to credit
them with powers of voliticn,

In the tropics where the wild figs
flourish there is a constant struggle

this slender, rootlet reaches
the ground it secures foothold and be-
comes the future trunk of the fig
tree.

After the descending rootlet has se-

After a man has reached a certain
age, a severe sickness will leave him
looking iike some wounded
the end of his days

A SONG OF PATIENCE,

Only for a little while

Sunny dars consent to smile

All their eharms must fade away

In the midsts of wintry grav.

Flowers must wither; leaves
fall;

Hushed must be the robin’'s call.

Summer’s blooms but to beguile

Only for a little while.

must |

But the snows will melt at last,

Days of storms are quickly past;

Just the same as days so gay—

Sun and shadows shift and play.

Quaff the pleasures while vou can;

Bear the sorrows like a man.

For the tear is, like the smile,

Only for a little while.
—Washington Star.

DAYS AND
DOLLARS.

BY CARROLL WATSON RANKIN,

;

geSchcsesesasesesesaseassasesasdse!
o=

Telka, who was seventeen years old,
felt very important indeed, for a sur-
prising thing had happened. It was
only five days since she had been
graduated from the high school, and
l.ere she was with a workinzg knowl-
alze of real estate business already
at her finger-tips—literally, because
her business was principally con-
cerned with the typewriting-machine
in the office of Armstrong & Wolfe.
The Fnowledge, perhaps, did not ex-
tend far beyond her finger-tips, be-
cause most of the letters she wrote
at the dictation of her employers con-
veved absolutely no meaning to her

or anvbody else.

Her copy was neat as well ac-
curate, and there was nothing about
the completed letters to indicate that
the typewriting young person was as
innocent as the typewriter itself of
lhe difference between the east half
of lot fiftv-seven and the northwest
forty in Skandia township.

“vou're wonderfully fortunate,”
Geraldine Pease, who was four years
older than Telkla. “I've always wish-|
ed I could work for Armstrong &
Wolfe—it's sueh a good place. lHow
did vou ever happen to get it?”

“Oh,” returned Tekla., overlooking
Geraldine’'s somewhat uncomplimen-
tary emphasis, “Mr. Welfe and father
used to be friends. He knew ['d have
to do something to help mother out, |
and so when Miss Dodd’s sick father |
telegraphed for her to go East, Mr.
Wolfe came to me. I'm to have thirty '
dollars a month.”

AMr. Woite, who was
but looked vounger, was
so well-proportioned in every way that
his great heizht did not impress oue
until he stood leooking down upon
some ordinary six-footer.” His shoul-
ders were broad, his hands and feet |
huege, his good-natured mouth was |
wide, his mild eves stood wide apart. |

Every ore loved and respected him, |
and his kindly hu;
had few enemies. No unfortunate per- |
ever appealed to him in vain, |

ol his amiability, he was |
|

as

said

almost sixty

a large man,

becanse of oyves,
S0
vet in spite
seldom imposed upon.

Tekla was conscious of no desire |
to impose on him; but she was youns,
it was summer time, often there were
no letters to be answered, and she
found idleness irksome.

The baseball matceh
teams of her own town and of Iron-
wood was the beginning of her fall
from grace. The office ¢losed at four
on Saturday afternoons and at half)

[

between the

past five on other days. and work was |
supposed to begin at hall past eizht |
med to the rest-
playtime on
to

cach morning. It S0«
less girl that two hours’
Saturday ought
make much diference to the firm, and
she asked if ¢he might be excused. :

It is probable that she would not
have enjoved the game so well if she |
had suspected that Mr. Wolle, \\'hose}
large, blunt fingers did not lend them- |
celves gracefully to typewriting, Il:ld!
been compelled to answer at consider- ’
able length and with much discomfort
two important letters that had arrived
in the o'clock mail

Mr. Armstrong. the other partner,
had not learned to use a typewriter,
and alwavs had enough to do, besides,
in his own special department.

The ball game, however, was only
the opening wedge. Tekla was pnpu-‘[
lar, and her friends and classmates
were having a glorious time that |
summer. !

At first, indeed, the girl stood out |
bravely, refusing all daytime amuse- |
ments: but after that first baseball |
game Tekla found it so easy to ask
and to obtain leave of absence for
part of Monday morning, all of Tues- |
day afterncon, or every bit of Wed-
nesday, that Mr. Armstrong, an iras-
cible, wiry man with nervous dyspep-
sia, feared Mr. Wolfe was in danger
of being compelled to do all the type-
writing.

One forenoon Mr. Armstrong
gerved Tel:la, who had arrived tlirce-
quarters of an hour late, looking at
her watch with more than her usual
irritatine frequency. When she was
not occupicd with this futile employ-
ment, she was casting impatient
glances at a visitor who had, in her
opinion, already stayed far too long.
Mr. Armstrong knew what her impa-
tience portended. The door had bare-
ly closed behind the visitor before
Tekla had taken the intruder’s place
beside Mr. Wolfe's big desk.

alftoernoons not
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animal tol‘

‘med the door.

| grandfather.
| right down hard on a little

| day off once in six weels.” i

«“O0 Mr. Wolfe” she said, in her'

bright, pretty, pleading way, “shouid |
mind very much if I were £0
home a little earlier? It's
cleven, you know. I'm going to a par-
tonight, and | to try on
Nnew mother's ma ing for
It’s just the prettiest drioss——"
Mr. Wolfe glanced fron the papers
in his biz hand to the office elock. ‘
“This letter " he began.
“Couldn't I do it the first thing
this afternoon?” pleaded Tekla, cager- |
ly. “You see, mother can't do a thing |
more to that waist until I've tried it |
on.”
“Well,
pose—"
“Oh, thank you!”
riedly darting away.
Mr. Armstrong, who had suffered in
silence for six weeks, rose and slam-

you 1O

the
nme.

want

gown

if that's the case, I sup-

cried Tekla, hur-

“That girl's the limit!"™ he snapped.
“If T had my way, I'a fire her so quick
she wouldn't know what had happen-
ed.”

“In that case,” said Mr. Wolfe, *“she
probably wouldn't realize why she was |
fired, and the experience wouldn't do
her any good.”

“I would do me good!"” declared Mr.
Armstrong. “She's utterly impossi-
ble.”

“No,” said Mr. Wolfe, “there's good
stuff in that girl. It means some-
thing in this business where figures
count for so much, to have a girl
who is absolutely accurate—"

“And absolutely ignorant!” sneered
Mr. Armstrong, whose love for the old-
er partner made him quick to resent
anything that seemed like an imposi-
tion.

“Well,” returned Mr. Wolfe, mildly, |
“as long as typewritinz is all I ex-
pect of her, I don’t mind that. So far,
those quick little fingers of her's
haven't made a mistake. Miss Dodd,
as you know, got us into hot water
about eighteen times last vear by her |
inability to stick to straight copy.
Yes, there's good stuff in that little
girl, but she certainly lacks a realiz-
ing sense.”

“Or any other kind of sense! She
isn't ziving yvou three solid days’ work
a week.”

“She's giving me miore,” said Wolfe,
smiling whimsically, and casting a
rueful glance at his outspread fingers,
as he sat down at Tekla's typewriter.
“If they weren't built so like sausages
[ wouldnt mind, but it seems to me
that I hit everything within six inches |
every time I aim for a key. Lock at
that! Figure 2 ‘A’ every time.
But bad as it is, it's more legible than
my handwriting.”

“Why don't ven give the
talking to, if she's worth taking pains
with?”

“Well,” confessod Mr. Wolfe, insert-
and with one beavy
forefinger laborousiy ticking off the
date, “to tell the truth, I have. I went
around there niciit atout three
weeks and *falked hev like a
You know vonu caq’t be
ligh:t-heart-
that. Her mother
seem much older than she
is, and they certainly do need the
moneyv. I talked to them both. They
—theyv seemed nleased.”
exploded Mr. Armstrong,
indignantly. *I'll talk to her.”

“No, yvou won't,” Mr. Wolfe,
resting his large, calm eyes for a long
moment on his partner's perturbed
countenance. “Talk iust rolls off that |
=irl like salad dressing from an iced |
tomato. Some sort of a Lkindergar-|
ten method migcht work better. I'm
willing to take a litile pains with her
because of her father. Mighty nice
chap was old Samuel Bliss. Now
don't worry, Armstrongz. She’'ll be
trving to work thirteen hours a :E.!_‘:,]
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“Humph!

said

the way vou do, before I'm done with
ficured the way

light.” .

her. I haven't gaite
out yef, but I think I =sece

Nothing on had ever looked
beautiful to Te¢kla as the
received at the end of |
her first month’s  sadly
work.,. The envelope, addressed [OL
Miss Tekla Dliss, and placed on her
table, had greeted the morning
she was diszracefully late from |
oversleeping after Mildred Hull's |
coming-out party. For three days aft- |
erward Tekla had experienced, at |
breakfast-time, something surprising-
Iv like a sense of duty. It hurried her |
to the office and lkept her there until |
closing time. But the glamour of the
check and the unprecedented sense of
duty flickered out together by the aft
ernoon of the fourth day, when Tekla
succumbed, at hali-past two, to temp-
tation in the form of a naphtha-launch
picnic.

Mr. Armstrong noticed that his|
partner frequently paused in his work
to lean back and regard Tekla with
puzzled, almost remorseful eyes.
Sometimes, while so engaged, he scirb-
bled something in a little book that |
he carried in his waistcoat pocket. |
Toward the end of the month the puz- |
zled expression departed, but the sor- |
row remained. Mr. Avrmstrong could
see that although the kind-hearted |
old man had made up his mind to deal
with Tekla, he was far from happy
over the prospect. She herself had no
misgivings. She continuad to arrive
late, to go home early, and to absent
herself whenever she happened to feel |
ke it.

“You do have an easy
don't you?" said

paper i
quite so ‘
check she had

neglected |

ner
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time in

Geraldine
Pease, meeting Tekla one noon in holi-

office,

I
that |
|
|
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day attire. “I don’t dare for a

“Oh, I'm not afraid:!™ retorted Tekla, 1
airily. “Mr. Wolfe isn't the scoiding |
kind. He says I'm the neatest type-
writer he'd had—when I'm there. Mr.
Armstrong looks like a thunder-cloud
all the time, but Mr. Wolfe lets me
go any time I ask.”

“But,” asked Geraldine, curiously,

most |

i elosed absolutely

| Canadian

| vited

| bills

| old, easy-zoing habits.

| I've missed."—Youth's Compa

| cannot

“haven't vou any conscience M tha
matter?”

“Not a serap,” langhed Teklia.

“I should think,” 1id Geraldine,
“that vou'd like to fecl sure you were

| earning your salary.”
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“As longz as I'm geiting 1f,
Tekla, “I'm satisfied.”

Pav-day was approaching and Tekla
was .:_:1:1:]. Just before that important
date Mr. Wolfe said, one morning,
“Never mind Miss Bliss's check, Arm-
stronz. I'll attend to it mysell.”

It was the thirtyv-first of August, and
for the firet morning in two weeks
Tekla was not late. After hanging
up her hat, she turned expeetantly
toward her table; but no white en-
velope greeted her. A moment later
Mr. Wolfe rose from his chair and laid
a large, oddly lumpy envelope before
her. As Tekla picked it up, Mr. Wolfe
turned suddenly to his partner.

“Armstrong,” said he, “you remem-
ber that appointment with Johnson
at the bank?”

Thus considerately left aione, Tekla
opened her large envelope. Inside
were twentv-seven smaller envelopes,
on the outside of each of which was
printed “$1.11. Please count immedi-
ately.” Besides this, each small en-
velope bore a date, one for every day
in August, the Sundays excepted.
Tekla, wondering what this meant,
opened one of the envelopes, spread
the enclosed coin on her table, and
counted.

“Why,"
have made a
cents short.

But the second count brought no
better result. Ninetv-three cents was
all the packet conta‘ned. Laying it
aside for future conrideration, Tekla
opened the next tiny envelope. Some-
thing was wrong with that that, too.

returned

exclaimed Tekla, “I must
mistake! I'm cighteen

({ It contained only seventy-eight cents.

Three packets contained the full
amount, one dollar and eleven cents.
These, however, were offset by two
others, holding respeetively nineteen,
and fourteen cents, while a third en-
nothing hut a large
Tekla zasped, and
the date. IIL was August

1
penny.
looked
tenth,

“Now what,” mused

ning to see light, “was 1 doing on—
Oh, yes, that was Elizaheith Butteon's
biriliday. 1 telephoned Mr. Wolfe that
[ wouldn't be down beecanse T was in-
to help Elizabeth celebrate.”
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caught her attention.
the words: “An hcnest dav
an honest deollar.”

“And honest dav—an dax.”
repeated Tekla, regzarding with misty
the of silver amd copper
coin. *“Does he mean that the other
days weren't honest?”

An hour later, wien Mr.
Mr. Armstrong
checks were e ]
litte, the
short, sharp,

round
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and
paper at-
dollar
read
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reso-

returited,
her eves were
machine was giving forth
metallie elicks, and all
the industrious girl neat-

woeire

| Iy typewriiten pages, for Tekla was
[ doing an honest day’'s work.

She relapse to her
Noihing was
azain,
Arm-
Mr.

did not have a
but when pay-day canie
received two cheeks, Mr

thirty and
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moment
Tek-
Mr.
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cents. Choosing 2
Mr. Armstrong was a
la laid the second checl:
Wolfe's desk.

“I dide’t earn it,” said she, briefly.

“Not last month, perhaps,” said Mr.
Wolfe, pushing the slip toward Tekla
smiling, “but you've more than
made up for it sinee. Mr. Armstrong
worth Miss Dodds.

deal Arm-
strong, you know.”

“Oh, I'm glad!” breathed T

vently. *““That's worth
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Indians’ Nese Breathing.

Sir James Crichten Browne thinks it
HNNeCc that children
tauzht breathe throuzh
only, and mainfains that

do so under the siress

SSAry should be

to the nos-
theyv
act-
l.ondon Hospital thinks
Among the North Amert-
a time when they
physi-
cal exertion, the precept to “shut vour
mouth™ was enforced upon the voung
by the most severe discipline.
Catlin founded upon his experiences
among the Ameriecan tribes a eurious
book upon the subjeect. After depiet-
ing open-mouthed men and boys in
everyv variety of ugliness and stupid-
ity, he savs that he refrains from giv-
ing illustrations of tne fairer sex, and

trils
of
ive exertion.
otherwise.

can aborigines, at

| would only remind them, while coun-

selling them to be careful about elos-
ure of the mouth at night, that “idiots
asleep cannot be angels awake.”

Sir James declares that not all nos-
trils are sufliciently wide to permit of
breathing being conducted through
them to the exclusion of the mouth:
but it is ecertain that nothing would
tend more than breathinzg throusgh
them to promote their development.

A Prince’'s One Fish.

I read recently that Prince Arthur
of Connaught had had a day’s salmon
fishing in Secotland and had
one fish An admission this
is quite contrary to piscatorial
A mere commoner would not
have been expected to make so bold
an announcement. He would have
called it ten at least, or if he had
been tied down to a single capture by
the presence of eye witnesses his fish
would ecertain!y have assumed noble
proportions.—Black and White,

caught
only of
=ort
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