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NEWS OF NEBRASKA.

THE LAsT CALL~The time is short, many
schools are responding nobly, We have re-
ocived some encouraging letters, many in
teresting enquiries concerning the map
While we feel that through public and private
gources every effort has been made to reach
all teachers In tae state, both city and county,

yet we have concluded to make this last ap-
Wal to the instructors of this commonwealth,

¢ want photographs of buildings, descrip-
tions of heating and lighting, plats of school
ﬂ'round.a. courses of study, educational ad-

resseg, In print or in manuseript. Every-
thing that will properly represent the educa-
tional interests of this state. We have o few
days in this department yet, let us improve
them. ty teachers, this call Is for you.
Will you come up to ourhelp? Please address
or send article to Prof. W. W. W. Jones, Lin-
coln, or myself at Tecumseh.

Faxnie J. EBRIGHT,

Superintendent of Educationunl Department

for Woman's Exhibit at New Orleans.

Tue NEW SUPERINTENDENT.—Mr. B, T.
Smith, the new general superintendent of the
Union Pacifie, says the Omaha Herald of the
1gt, arrived yesterday and will begin work to-
day. He is not yet ready to ouline his plans,
preferring to become thoroughly acquainted
with the needs of the great system before tak-
ing any definitc action. Mr. Smith gave at

least one reporter to understand yesterday
that the present general superintendents
would be continued in ofice with the word
“general” lopped off their titles, and that the
superintendents under them would be ealled
“ageistants.” The appointment of Mr. Smith
should be an assurance to the old staflf that
the management is not on the hunt for men
outside, but believes in promoting those who
have been faithful and efficient. That is the
way railway men look atit, and it is a sensible
ooﬁcll: oo ed good hori hat D
reported upon authority that Dr.
8. D. Mercer has resigned his position as chief
surgeon of the Union Pacific railway com-
pany. Dr. Mercer is known to have been con-
templating this step for some time, and it is
therefore probable that the report is correet.

Ex-M2®¥\GER CLARK'S RESPONSE,—Mr. B. H.
H. Clark, late general manager of the Union
Pacific railway, has sent the following letter
to the heads of the committee of veteran
employes of the railway, who ealled at his
house recently with an address, in which they
expreseed their esteem for and regret at part-
ing with him:

OMAHA, October 18.—To George E. Stratmann
and David Knox, of Committee—GENTLEMEN:
Allow me to express sincere regret on accouunt
of my ahsence the night yourseives with so
many other employes ealled at my residence
and presented those touching resolutions of
friendship relating to myself, who, during
eighteen years, wrought side by side with
you for our common intereost, viz: the welfare
and success of the Union Pacific railway com-
pany.

Permit me to inform eash and all of you, it
is now and will continue to be in the future a
source of much gratification and pleasure to
know that after s0o many years of constant
servicee among you, I have retained your re-
spect, confidence, love, which attributes an
element of character, as manifested by your
cordial greeting and in your engrossed testi-
moninl, more valuable to me thun any gift of
gold at your command.

The former are heaven-bora principles and
will grow brighter and brighter as the ages
disappear, whereas the latter at bestis only
temporary, affording us no genuine pleasure
now or hereaiter.

One-third of a centurv ago—this is my for
ty-cighth birthday—I begen business life,
having as a foundation and guiding star the
following precepts: Ist. “Do unto others ns

ou would have them do unto you.”" 2d. **The

aborer is worthy of his hire.” 1 leave it for
the employers and employes of the Union Pa-
cific railway company, from which I have so
lately severed iy connection, to say whether
or not I have suceeeded in errying out these-
two God-yiven maxims,  —

During tue long peried of our official rela-
tions and mutual eforts, we have geen and
have expericneed much eure, anxiety, hard-
ship, peril; but we did not complain_nor did
we murmur. We aquitted ourselves like men
doing with our might what our hands found,
to do; but now I desire to repeat what I have
many times said, both at home and abroad,
that a more painstaking, hardworking, self-
eacrificing class of employes than are those of
the Union Pacific cannot be found on the
American eontinent.

Again, permit me to assure yvou I fully ap-
preciate your kindly sentiments, and thank
you for them with my whole heart. Indeed,
the respect, regard and esteem of thousands
of employes is something of which any person
ought justly to feel proud, to which feelingsI
plead guilty, gullty.

Please accept for yourselves, your wives and
little ones, and for the great army of men
whom you represent, my heartfelt wishes for
¥our and thelr happines forever.

Yours truly,
S. H. H. CrARa,

GENERAL STATE NOTES.

The cane mill of Mr. Jewett, near Plainview
was destroyed by fire.

Steps are about to be taken at Grand Island
to negotiate the sale of school bonds.

The B. & M. has put on a regular passenger
train between Hastings and Red Cloud.

Steps are being taken at Hastings for the
establishment of a permanent fair ground.

A recent enterprise at Stuart is the organi-
zation of & mutual hail insurance company.

Creighton now claims a population of 750, an
increase of over 200 since last spring’s census.

A Blair man sends to the New Orleans ex-
position a beet three feet long and weighing
1814 pounds.

Mrz. Beghtol, of Lincoln, was the vicetim of
a runaway a few deysagoand had both of her
legs broken.

Smith Bros,, lumber and hardware dea'ers,
Long Pine, have failed. Liabilities, $5,200;
assets, 24,400

Lightning rod flends have been victimizing
Pierce county farmers from $30 to £00 each on
£10 estimates.

The new Lincoln directory will contain
about 8,000 names, which indicates a popula-
tion of & 20,000.

Mrs.J. H. Maurphy,of Wood River, wassevere-
iy hurt by being thrown from & buggy by a

5 runaway team.

The case of ex-Mayor Chase, of Omaha, wiil
be tried about the 15th of November. Judge
Post will preside.

M. D. Cowan, of Oxford, was quite seriously
injured by being thrown against & wire fence
by a fractious colt. %

Webster county, at the coming election,
votes upon the guestion of building a house
upon the poor farm.

A woman bicyelisteran a five mile race at
Omaha with a team of horses, and came out
winner by five yards. _

The new flouring mill of Standard, Under-
hill & Co., one of the great enterpriges of
Utica, is about completed.

Miss Sales, of Pierce county, while en route
bome from church, was thrown from a buggy
and had her arm dislocated.

Burglars entered the store of Stephen & Gill
bert, Nebraska City, and blew open the safe,
from which they gotabout $100.

Burt Dillrance, an Omaha newspaper carrier
boy, suffers with & leg broken in three places,
the resuit of his horse falling upon him.

Church Howe hes returned to Ne-

e re he has been

braska from the gouth, whe

managing the interests of the republicans.

b The story that Mre. Hill, of Valentine, mur-
dered her Infant proves to be without founda-
tion after a thorough legal Investigation.

When they can count one hundred farm-
ers' teams on the streets the citizens of
Creighton think they have a rather lively
town.

A petition has been in eirculation at Plain-
view for the removal of the land office from
Niobrara to Creighton. It met with favor by
everybody.

J. G. Harrington has arrived from a visit to
New York, bringing with him 8 number of
cattle from that state for his farm near
Waterloo.

The next Hall county teachers’ institute will
be held at Grand Island during the week be-
ginning December 29, 1884, and ending Janu-
ary 5, 1885,

A German lady at Schuyler, named Bom-
garden, who has been affiicted for some time
and lately adjudged insane, was taken to the
asylum at Lincoln.

A negro woman was found dead in a law-
yer's office in Falls City oA the morning of the
27th. Foulplay is suspected, and an investi-
gation will be held.

Joe Johngon, a Washington county farmer,
has furnished thirteen pumpking and squashes
for the New Orleans exposition which average
151 pounds in weight.

In a row at a house of ill fame in Hastings
one gambler named Spellman shot another
gambler named Higgins. The vietim is dan-
gerously if not fatally wounded.

Two men who went to bed in’an Omaha
hotel and neglected to turp off the gas were
found in an unconscious state and resuscita-
ted only after much hard work.

Carpenters are everywhere bugy in closing
up the season’s work. Buildings for the most
part arve now enclosed, but & great deal of in-
gide work is yet to be attended to.

George A. Kyle, of Cortland, has left his
wife, who is overcome with grief at his abrupt
departure. Kyle was hopelessly in debt,
hence his sudden and unexpected move.

Both of the Superior saloons were burglar-
ized the other night. Superior is mnear the
Kavsas line, and numerous apostles of St.
John come ucross the border to quench their
thirst.

Colonel Brainard, of Chicago, who owns
several thousand head of cattle on the grazing
grounds of Colorado, has bought two gections
of land about four miles from Albion, Boone
county.

- Webster Richards, living near Juniata, mys-
teriously left his home a few nights ago and
has not since been seen. His family is very
much distressed, and do not know what to
muke of it.

The Nebraska town that hasn’tgot a skating
rink or is not making preparationstohaveone
the coming winter is far behind the times.
The sport is now all the rage among the boys
and girls.

A proposition will be submitted to the voters
of Wayne cou ¥ at the ensuing general
olection to vote a special tax of three mills,
for the purpose of raising $3,000 to bu ilda
county jail.

Fire destroyod the Willow Springs distillery
at Omaha one night last week, entailing & loss
of about £40,000. None of the valuable stock
whae destroyed, only the building being wiped
out by fiames.

A man was arrested in Omaha a few days
120 on suspicion of being the Nance county
murderer. He proved to be, however, a well-
to-do citizen of a Nebraska town, and was at
once released.

The postmaster general has Arranged for
fast mail service from Chicago to Omaha.
Letters and papers will come through in four-
teen hours and will be taken at the depot and
distributed about the city.

At Omaha recently August Shults, a car-
penter, who was passing out of the city into
country on a load of lumber, fell from the
eame and broke his neck, dying instantly.
He leaves a wife and several children.

J. C. Kesterson, near Fairbury, has lost a
number of hogs recently by apparently the
same disease that has p:o\'a.iled in other por-
tions of the state. It does not seem to be
cholera but some sort of a throat disease.

John Klaus, recently from Ohio, is out $400.
He went to bed in a Lincoln hotel, first throw-
ing his vest, containing $i00, on 1 chair.
There were other sleepers in the room, but
they were gone before Klaus got up, as was
also his wealth.

The Omaha clearing-house began operations
on the 28th. This is a combination amongst
the Omaha national banks for the purpose of
facilitating business among themselves in ad-
justing balances and to show the bulk of pay-
ments in checks.

The Plerce county fair was onc of the best
in Northern Nebraska. There was & grand
display of vegetables, farm produce and fancy
work. The exhibits of gtock was not as good
as it might have been, but the display was
very creditable.

R. H. Knapp, ex-treasurer of Dixon county,
last week made a final settlement with the
board of commissioners, the latter accepting
a warranty deed to 160 acres of land, which
will be converted into a county poor farm,
and the payment by the bondsmen of $2,000
in cash,

Last week Fullerton recorded her first busi-
ness failure. The firm of Mulford, Macklem
& Forbes closed their doors and made an as
signment in favor of their creditors. It is be
lieved that the stock of goods on hand is
ample to satisfy every dollar of the indebted-
ness of the firm.

EfMe Taylor, one of the wine-room women
at the Buckingham variety theater in Omaha,
read a paragraph in the Dispatch of that city
concerning her, and at once proceeded to cow-
hide the reporter, striking him several blows
while he was being held by a man who accom
panied her. Both of the assailants were ar-
rested.

An obstreperons woman was taken in hand
by the police of Lincoln & few days ago, and
when she appeared in conrt for trial enough
of neighbors filed into the halls of justice to
fill all the available space. They were there
to testify against the prisoner us the worst
specimen of a “she devil” that ever came un-
der thelr observation.

The seed crop in the vicinity of Waterloo,
Douglas county, raised for Jerome B. Rice, of
Cambridge City, N. Y., will be of fine quality
and fair yfeld. The growers say that it will
pay much better than growing grain for mar-
ket. Squashes, cucumbers and melons are
grown here and a great revenue ig derived by
the industry.

At Fairfield Lyman Sanderson lit some
matches under the bed in an upper room of
his father's house, and in a few moments
there was a conflagration which threatened
serious consequences. Energetic efforts suc-
ceeded in confining the fire to the room in
which it started: not, however, without con-
suming all the bedding and wearing appare
therein.

Mre. Spencer, of Shelton, who lives two and
a half miles north of town, met with an
accident by falling, causing hemorrhage in
the left side of the brain and complete
paralysis of the right side and a loss of the

power of speech. The lady is about seventy-
five years of age, and there is little hope of
her recovery.

An attempt to wreck s Union Pacifie train
was made near Schuyler a8 few days ago, and
had it not been for the immediate action of
the engineer a serious accident would have
resulted. Steam was promptly reversed
when, upon turning a curve, a rail was dis-
covercd strapped mcross the track, and a
smash-up averted. Itis hard to say who at-
tempted the deed.

The Wakefield Republican says that a la-
mentable shooting accldent occurred at Clare-
mont, ¢ station on the Hartington branch be-
tween Concord and Coleridge. A party of
hunters were out in a wagon, and left their
loaded guns in the bottom. As they drove
along a 10-year-old son of Section Boss 8. F
Coch got in the back part of the wagon to
ride, with the guns pointed toward him, and
the jolting of the wagon caused one of the
guns to go off, inflicting a serious and painful
wound in the boy's knee-eap, which may
cripple him for life.

Sheriff Zibble, of Nance county, has gone to
Springfield, Missouri, in answer to & telegram
from the authorities of that place, saying
Furnival, the Fullerton flend, was hiding near
there. Zibble received a dispatch from the
Springfield authorities asking for a detailed
deseription of Furnival, and it was sent. They
wired back goon afterwards that there was no
doubt the man there being the one wanted,
and Zibble went to Lincoln, obtained & requi-
gition from Governor Dawes, and started to
earn the £1,200 reward. Before boarding the
train Mr. Zibble told a reporter of the Omaha
Herald that he was positive he was on the
right trail this time, and confldently expected
to bring Furnival back with him.

THE YEAR’S BUSINESS.

As Set Forth by the Commissioner of the
Pacifie Railroads.

The commisslioner of railroads, William H.
Armstrong, has submitted his annual report
for the fiscal year, ended June 30, 1884. The
report states the property and accounts of
railroade coming within the jurlsdiction of
the office have been examined, the several
companies having freely accorded all proper
facilities for the inspection of their propertics
and the examination of their books. Btate-

ments are submitted in detail showing the in-
debtedness of subsidized railroads to the Uni-
ted States, the earnings and expenses, finan-
cial condition, 5 and 25 per cent net earnings
and various other data pertaining to these
roads. The commissioner also submits de-
tailed statements of the Union and Central
Pacille railroad companies, showing the sums
which have been covered into said funds by
the secretary of the treasury as custodian.
The total indebtedress of the several subei-
dized Pacitie railroads to the United States on
June 30, 1884, is reported by the commissioner
as follows: Total debt, Union Pacifle (including
Kansas Pacific) principal, £83.536,612; accrued
interest, $3090.554; total, $66,030,066: Central
Pacifle, (including Western Pacifle) prineipal,
827 805,6680; accrued interest, §26,702,145. To-
tal, £54,647 825, Sioux City & Pacifie, princi-
J'“L SLEMEN; acerued interest, $1.661,000,
Total, $£4,200316, Central Branch Union Pa-
cifie, principal, $L600,000; accrued interest,
$1.045,508.  Total, £3,245.808. Grand total, $127,.-
823,015, The total eredit of these ronds is 124,-
858222, Dalance in favor of the United States
but not due until maturity of principal in 15855
and 1830, £102,%34.773. The sinkirg funds of
the Union Pacific and Central Pacitic compan-
ies, held by the treasurer of the United States
amounted to £6,84 000 on June 30, 1884, the
Union Pacifiec having to its credit §3,435,574,
and the Central Pacific $2.648,523. Amounts
remaining in the United States treasury un-
invested June 3), 1884, as follows: To the
credit of the Union Pacitic, $902486: to the
credit of the Central Pacifie, $1,089.150; total,
£2,081,045. Total stock and debt of the Union
Pacific is shown by report to be $226.005.040,
Total assets, $245.011,363; surplus including
land =sales, $18,915,714; surplus, excluding sales,
628 832; total stock and debt of the Central
Pacific $180,312355; total assets, $177,957,070,
Defieit, $2.825.276. The company estimates the
farming lands unsald at $25.250,000, and water
front and lands in San Fraocisco. Oakland
and Sacramento nt $7,750,000, in all 33,000,000,
in addition to above assets. In conclusion
the commisgioner again invites attention to
the suhject of funding the debts of the sever-
al bonded Pacific railroads, and urges con-
gress to take specdy and final gction looking
t.nithe ultimate pnyment of this vast indebt
cdness,

MURDER IN CEDAR COUNTY.

A Deputy Sheviff Killed, His Murderer Be-
ing Hung by a Mob.

A Sioux City dispatech says: Editor
Kroesen, of the Coleridge (Neb.) Sentinel, was
in town to-day, and gave a detailed account of
the murder and lynching near 8t. Helena,
Neh., Friday night. The man who was
lynched worked for Sherifl Asbre during the
during the summer, and on account of some
difficulty was discharzed. He returned last
week, and set fire to some haystacks on the
sherifl’s farm. Deputy Sherifl Phillips got
track of the man Friday evening in the Bow
valley, south of St. Helena. There was a run-
ning fight, both the officer and the incendiary
emptying their revolvers. A family came out

from their home beside the road to see the
fight, and the incendiary sought refuge in the
house thus vacated. Phillips followed close
after, knowing that the man had fired six
shots, and paturally supposed that his revol-
ver was empty. Bat L}m man had quickly
slipped three cartridges into his pistol and be-

an shooting as Phillips came in at the door.
"wo bullets went over Phillips’ shoulder. The
third penetrated the lower part of the side and
is supposed to have lodged somewhere in the
howels. The bullet has not yet been
found. Phillips, who was supposcd to
be dying on Saturday, was lightly
better on Sunday, and there was a hope for re-
covery, The murderous inecndiary, dircetly
after he had shot the officer, was knecked
down with a shotgun by one of the men who
was with the deputy and dracged out by the
crowd, they beating him while he was down.
e was then taken to the jail yvard at St.
Helena, where he was hanged toa post and
loft swinging until dead. His name could
not be learned. The only thing known is that
he was a foreigmer and a pretty tough char-
acter.

Phillips was postmaster at Coleridge, pwo-
prietor of the Coleridge house, and an old set-
tler with hosts of friends.

The tragedy will recall to old residents the
Iynehing of Jameson, alias MeBeath, on May
14, 1874.  On October 19, of the previous year,
Henry Locke, a single man, who lived alonc on
his farm north of St. Helens, was found mur-
dered.  He had evidently been killed with his
own ax. On May 5, following, John McDon-
ald, then deputy sheriff, arrested a2 man who
was workinge on a farm near Ounaha under the
name of John MeBeath. It was understood
then that his trial there would be in Judge
Lynch’s court. On the night he was crossed
from Yankton to Cedar county be took some
poison which he had sccreted on his person,
but it was an overdose and only made him
sick. At St. Helena, on may 14th, the citizens
guictly but decidedly took the prisoner from
the stieriff. He asked that a pricst be sent for,
and men went several miles to the home of a
priest and brought him. A vote was taken and
every citizen voted for hanging.  After receiv-
ingz the last servicesof the reverend clergyman,
MeBeath made a counfession.  He had killed a
man in Kentucky, but that was an accident.
Enlisting under the name of Jameson he had
killed & man at Fort Buford; came down the
river on the steamer Peninah; left the boat a
little above Yankton, and tramping across the
country had stopped for the night at Locke's
cabin.  Locke had entertained him, and the
following morning as the two were walking,
Locke carrving an axe to cut some wood in the
timber, he had taken the axe and killed Locke.
The only plunder he got from his victim was
an old watch and £1.50 in money. After his
confession McBeath was placed in a wagon,
driven under a tree, the rope adjusted on his
neck, and the wagon driven on.  When neces-
sary the St. Helena people are addicted to brief
terms of Judge Lynch’s court.

UCHARGES OF FRAUD.

The Comptroller of the Currency Shown Up
to the President,

The following open letter to President
Arthur has been made public:

Hon. Chester Arthur, President of the United

States:

Bir: Having recently resigned a elerkship
in the treasury department I desire to give you
an explicit reason for my action and to furnish
you with the detalls concerning the transaction
of public business that I feel assured are un-
known to you. I was employed in the first
comptroller’s office. In the absence of the

first comptroller First Deputy Comptroller
Aug invariably called me to Els assistance. I
know the manner in which accounts are pre-
sented and passed upon in several divisions of
the first comptroller’s oftice, but am especially
familiar with the books and accounts of the
judiciary division, havingz occupled a desk in
that division long enough to acquaint myself
thoroughly with the details. I resigned my
place in the service of the United States for the
simple reason that I deelined to be an acees-
sory to the systematic frands that are bein
perpetrated through the first comptroller's of=
tice of the treasury department. [ challenge a
production of the records in the first comp-
troller’s office to dispute a single statement
contained herein. T only give a few instances
of wrongful extraction of the publie funds and
assert that T am ready to multiply the exam-
ples. I say the United Staes attorneys present
false hills to the departiment and that they are
allowed often.

THEIR FALSITY HAS BEEN SHOWN

to the first comptroller, and as an example I
cite the case of William A. Stone, United States
attorney for the western district of Pennsyl-
vania, and I say that his charges in his ae-
count of 1S53 were manifestly illegal, and I
assert that T myself called the attention of the
comptroller to them, and that in the presence
of witnesses he said the claim was illegal and
should not be allowed. I say that the first
comptroller sent for R. M.  Reynolds, first
auditor, in whose oflice the account had been
audited, and that the first comptroller severely
censured the act of the auditor’'s office and
aguin asserted the bill and all of its character
would be disallowed in the comptroller's of-
fice. I assert that, wnotwithstanding this
l’nrnmlse, the bill of Williamn A. Stone was al-
owed. The bill of Nathan 8. Dixon, attorne
for Rhode Island, was also brought to his a
tention by myself, and a promise given me
thnt it should not be allowed, but it was al-
lowed. These areonly a few of the many
of this class that might be cited. John A,
Shiclds, commissioner of the United States
court, New York city, filed a bill for £1,400 for
swearing United States deputy marshals and
supervisors of election at the election of 1850,
If any sum was due it was puayable by bene-
ficiaries, and not by the United States. "I took
the bill to the first comptroller, and he

ADMITTED ITS ILLEGALITY,

and promised its disallowance, but it was af-
terwards  allowed. I assert that Joel B.
Echardt, marshal of the ecastern distriet of
New York, presented vouchers showing that
he bad paid to the supervisors and deputy
marshals at the election of 1880 more than
£30,000, and I say that, whereas the law con-
tmu,;]at.cs that these supervisors of elections
shall serve one day, almost every one of them
charged and was paid for a full maximum of
five days, and I assert that I myself carried
these vouchers to the first comptroller and
called his attention to them and offered to
bring half a million dollars of the same sort,
and 1 assert that over my protest the claim was
allowed and paid. This is one instance of its
kind. I assert that the senate executive docu-
ment of the Forty-cighth session, No. 150,
which is supplemental and shows the addi-
tional expenditure in the star route cases only
begins to show the enormous sums that were
actually paid out in the so-called star ronte
trial—and I assert that the sum of about $11,-
000 shown to have been wronglully expended
by that document bears two false statements
made by the first comptroller. He says: 1
now assert that this was settled in this office

‘without beiug called to my attention or that

of the chief of the division. Tuat
STATEMENT IS NOT TRUE.

I took the account to the first comptroller and
fninw} out its illegality, and this after the al-
owance of this 211,000 the sheriff of the judi-
ciary district, through whose hands the bill
passed, denied having passed it within six dayvs
of its allowance, and I assert that wheress the
payment of the witnesses in the star route tri-
als should appear as  having been paid in the
District of Columbia, the bills of these wit-
nesses for attendance were sent by such wit-
nesses from the various states and territories
and were paid. I assert that clerks in the
United States courts charged illegal fees that
were allowed, and I say that C. H. Hill, of
Boston, uniformally charged per diems for
cvery day in the year except Sundays, the
Fourth of July and Christmas, when every-
body knows that court isnot always in session.
I assert that H. C. Geisberg, clerk at Kansas
City, Mo., filed an emolulent return for 1853,
that bore unmistakable evidence of fraud. and
T assert that I am ordered by the chief of the
judiciary division to pass the account just as
it was presented, and that when I refuse to
do so
I WAS REPRIMANDED

by the first comptroller for not doingso. 1
assert that on my own motion I went to the
department of justice and that the matter was
investigated by an agent being sent to Kansas
City and a portion of the illegal items disal-
lowed.

I deem it my duty to say that the first comp-
trollor is, in my opinion, personally honest,
but that he lacks courage to stand up for his
convictions, and that when these various out-
side officials act in concert as they do they
compel him to accede to their demands. Hels
also a monomaniac on the subject of his so-
called decisions and devotes his time and that
of his immediate subordinates so exclusively
to the production of these decisions that he
finds little or no time to attend to the details
of his office. I stand ready to prove by vouch-
ers on file in the register’s office of the treasu-
rf department that millions of dollars have
thus been wrongfully taken from the United
States treasury.

Veryrespectiully, your obedicut servant,

J. J. BARKER.

THE GRAZING LANDS.

Interesting Facts Concerning the Cattle-
Feeding Lands of the West--Character
of the Grasses,

The department of agriculture has issued a
volume on the agricultural grasses of the
United States, which contains some interest-
ing facts of the winter grazing possibilities of
a scction of the country that was heretofore
supposed, by most people, to be too cold and
bleak and barren, to sustain any sort of lifein
winter, much less be wvaluable grazing
grounds, which may be relied upon to sustain

great herds of cattle in the winter weather.
The plains, it says, lying west of the 100th
mcriglan. together with much broken and
mountainous country, nearly treeless and
arid, are nearly useless for the purposesof
agriculture, but are becoming more and more
important as the great feeding ground for the
multitudes of eartle which supply the wants
of the settled regions of our country as well
#s the constantly incre-sing foreign demand.
The pasturage of this region consists essen-
tially of native grasses, some of which have
acquired a wide reputation for their rich and
nutritious properties, for their ability to
withstand the dry season, and for the quulity
of drying or self-curing so as to be available
for pasturage in winter. This quality is due
probably to the nature of the grasses them-
selves, and to the effect of the arid climate.
It is well known that at lower altitudes in
moist eountries they have much succulence,
they grow rapidly, and their tissues are soft,
a severe frost checks or Kkills their growth,
which immediately results in rapid d.cay;
whereas in the arid elimate of the plains the
grasses have much less suculence, and there-
fore when arrested by frost the tizsues are
not engorged with water, the dessicating in-
fluences of the climate prevent decay and the
grass is kept on the ground in good condition
for the winter forage. General Ben Alford,
of the army, has recently published an article
on the subject of these winter-cured grasses,
and states thatthey only acquire this property
on iand which is 3,000 feet sbove the level of
sea. The region having such an altitude in-
cludes, he says, all nearly up to the timber
line of Montana, ldaho, Wyoming, Utah, Ne-
vada, Colorado and New Mexico, five-sixths
of Arizona, one-half of Dakota, one-fonrth of
Texas, one-fifth of Kansas, and one-sixth each

of California, O n and Washington terri-
tory, embracing about one-fourth of the area
of the United States,

In this article General Alford says that not
only are the grasses thus cured but the snow
which falls in winter in that high region is so
dry and fine that it is blown into drifts, and
not more than one-fifth of the soil I8 in any
but extreme cases covered, and It I8 also so
dry and flne that it falls off the backs of the
cattle and does not wet their coats and cause
them suffering from the onld as in mosg other
partg of the country. Cattle are thus, ¢ says,
enabled to endure the outdoor life in winter
and sustain themselves in good order upon

he dried grasses which retain in concentrated
form the sugar, gluten and other constituents
of their formation.

BRIEFLY TOLD.

Patti and Nicolini have sailed for America
on the Oregon.

The roof of the union depot at Pittsburg,
Pa., caught fire and was damaged $5,000,

Mark Simon, wholesale notion dealer, Chi-
cago, has failed. Liabilitics $45,000, assets
£15,000.

The Reading rallroad will, on November 1st,
rearrange its fares toa basis of three cents a
mile.

General G. N. A. Bluck, retired, of the
United States army, died ar Washington on
the 28th,

No less than twelve hundred miners huve
been sent from Pittsburg to the Hocking val-
ley of Ohio since the strike in July.

Mrs, J. H. Moshier, who a few weeks ago
celebrated her one hundredth birthday, died
on the 28th at Lockport, N. Y.

The iron propeller “Scotia™ went aground
at Keeweenaw, a4 point near Marquette, on
Luke Erie. The last account was that she was
leaking badly.

There were over 100,000 persons present at &
radical meeting in Hyde park, London.
Bpeeches were made advoeating the abolition
of the house of lords.

Captain D. B, Kenyon, of the Chicago fire
department, died from injuries received re-
cently in going to & fire. He had been twenty
yeare in the service.

Lydia, the second wife of Clawson, the poly-
gamist, after spending a night in jail at Salt
Lake for contempt of court, answered three
questions by the prosecution, giving the pluce
and date of her marriage.

The Central Pacifle road, under acts of con-
gress, has selected 4,000,000 acres between San
Jose and Sacramento, Cal, most of which is
already occupied under the pre-emption and
homestend laws of the United States.

Chas. E. L. Briggs, of Worcester, Mass,, a
yvoung postoflice clerk, who recently confessed
to stealing letters, has been proved innocent.
After his arrest it is claimed bis confession
was extorted by threats and promises.

A number of English capitalists are making
arrangements to import butchers' meat from
Poland. Railway refrigerotor cars are to be
used, and the meat will be delivered in Lon-
don three or our days after shipment.

The Chicago & Northwestern road has made
preliminary surveys for an extension from
Valentine, Nebraska, to Fort Fetterman, W.
T. Ninety miles of grading will be finished
thie season, and ties are being received at
Valentine for a track to White River.

At Bristol, Tenn., John Pike drove his two
daughters from home. Night overtaking
them, they went into ecamp on the railroad,
built & fire, and laid down to rest, Mattie, a
beautiful young woman, caught her dress on
fire and was burned to a crizp,dying in an
hour.

Judge Butler, in the U. 8. eircuit court,
Philadelphia, refused to grant an injunction
restraining the Pennsylvanin railroad com-
pany from abrogating a contract with the
Baltimore & Ohio with reference fo pa-sencer
and express car service between Bualtimore
and New York.

A bare knuckle contest for $100 a side took
place at Rochester, N. Y., beitween Jim Buris
and Jack McDermott. Five tierce rounds
were fought in eleven minutes, when MeDer-
mott was knocked senseless for twenty min-
utes, Buris is eighteen years old and MeDer-
mott twenty-nine,

In Calhoun county, West Virginia, a Mrs.
Johnson, while temporarily insane, mixed
some arsenie with sugar and gave it to her
three step-children. One refused to eat, but
the other two partook of the fatal compound
and died in a few minutes, Mrs, Johnson then
swallowed some poison herself and soon dicd,

John T. Pleasants, editor of the Mail, an af
ternoon paper published at Petersburgz, Va.
who was indicted by the grand jury at the
last term of court for publishirg on June 17
last a libelous eard reflecting on the characier
of W. T. Lawrence, was convicted at Hastings
court of misdemeanor. The jury imposed a
fine of 85, and sentenced him to one minute
in jail.

At Bloomington one Jno. Schultz, while
drunk, threw a stone at the republican proees-
gion which struck a man on the head and ren-
dered him insensible. Mounted men from the
Hudson ecavalry company at once dismount-
ed, chased and caught Schultz, beat him se-
verely and putting a rope arcund his neck
hauled him up on a lamp post and left him
banging and strangling. He was cut down by
a policeman just in time to gave his life.

FOREIGN NOTES.

Faustin Helie, the well known French jurist
and legal writer, is dead.

The French consulg in the various towns
of China have been orderel to go to Shang-
hai, owing to the menacing attitude of the
Chinese.

A movement inaugurated in the highest
social circles In St. Petersburg for the amelio-
ration of the sentences recently imposed on
anti-Jewish rioters is making remakable pro-
FTess,

It is stated now that the Ezyptian army will
be reduced to 4,064 men, with eighteen English
officers.  The police foree will be increased to
2,000 men.

Gordon telegraphed the English government
declining to leave the people of Khartoum to
their fate and without stable government. He
says he hopes the government will not ask
Abyesinia to help it restore peace Lo Soudan.

The official municipal physician of Havre
denies that there is any cholera in that city.
He says that all those attacked with cholera
at Yport were notorious drunkards. He de-
clares there is no necessity for a quarantine
at Havre.

A delegate from the Bundesrath has pre
sented to the Brunswick Diet a letter from
Emperor William rejecting the claim of the
duke of Cumberland to the grand ducal
throne and approving the measares of the
council of the regency against the pretender.

The queen’s epeech at the opening of par-
liament consists of only eight paragraphs. It
begins by regretting the necessity for con-
voking parliament, discusses the franchise
bill and expresses the hope that the measure
will shortly be passed. No mention is made
of redistribution. References are made to
the affairs at the Cape and Egypt and General
Gordon is eulogized for his gallant defense of

Khartoum.
A monster radical demonstration in favorof

were present. A large with haunds,
ﬂmpetc.. marched through the principal
stroets. The marchers groaned in passing the
headquarters of the various conservative
clubs at West End. Many banners were dis-
played bearing such inscriptions as “Down
with the lords,” and *“The lords are the oppo-
nents of civil and religious liberty, and must
be abolished." =

CAPITAL BRIEFS. *

Postmaster General Hatton has gone to New
York, and after & short stay in that city pro-
ceeds to his home n lowa.

The president has designated Assistant
Secretary Coon to act as gecretary of the
treasury in the absence of Secretary MceCul-
loch. An effort was made to have the presi-
dent designate Assistant Secretary French,
but without avail,

A committee of members of the National
Academy of Sciences are understood to have
prepared a report favoring the establishment
of & new government department, to embrace
all the bureaus of a scientific nature. This
would include the signal serviee, the hydro-
graphic office, const and geological surveys,
light house board, naval observatory, and
army engineers’ work in the matter of the fm-
provement of rivers and harbors.

Seeretary Graham is investigating the
charges made by J. J. Barker, formerly a
¢lerk in the office of the first comptroller of
the treasury. The secretary gave a-hearing
to First Comptroller Lawrence and to Barker,
and a8 a result of the statements made by
Judge Lawrence the secretary gave onders
for a full investigation of Baker's alleged con-
nection with the fraudulent claim, which
passed through his bands, but was stopped by
adother clerk in the same office. The ques
tion to be determined in this branch investi-
gation I8 whether Burker had any knowledge
of the fraudulent character of this claim,

Brigadier General Bennett, chief of the ord-
nance of the army, has submitted his annual
report. The expenditures of the department
during the year, including those attending
sales of condemned stores, amounted to
£2,015,255. The report of operations at the
Rock Island arsenal is submitted. The erec-
tion of store houses and shops has been con-
ducted economically and thoroughly, and the
estimates for the prosecution and completion
of the sume should receive favorable consid-
eration. The last appropriation of 10,000 for
genernl care, ete., is not deemed adequate to
the necessities of the year. During the year
35,18 rifles, earbines and shotguns have been
manufactured at the national armory, Much
has also been done in manufacturing maga-
zine guns.

CRIMINAL.

Tke Fair, (colored), wans hanged at Kingston,
Tennessee, on the 31st, for the murder of
Hank Curran, a section boss.

George MeVeety, of Jersey City, aged fifty,
was arrested on o charge of throwing oil over
his wife, setting it on fire and burning her to
death.

Four indictments were found at Louisville
against George . Buchanan, the absconding
whisky man, for issuing false warchouse re-
ceipts,

John J. Bartlett, a real estate dealer at River
Head, L. 1., has fied, taking with him a lnrge
amount of borrowed money, besides rent and
other funds.

George Kell was hanged in Cherokee coun-
ty, Georgia, on the 3lst, for the murder of
William Bryant by chopping his head off at a
party given at his own house.

Albert and Charles Goodman, (eolored),
were hanged at St. Bernard parish, Louisinana,
on the 3ist, in the presence of 6800 people, for
the muarder of Louis Maspers, whom they way-
Iaid June 20th. Albert admitted the Killing,
and said Charles was innocent and inew noth-
ing about the murder.

Officers and detectives of the ['nited States
express comp4ny have been at Youngstown,
Ohio, endenvoring to obtain & clue to a rob-
bery which occurred a few days ago, where a
money package containing 29,500 and con-
signed by n bunk in New Lisbon to the United
States express company to be delivered to a
bank in Pittsburg was stolen.

POLITICAL NOTES.

Towa women are [orming Blaine and Logan
clubs all over the state.

Gov. Cleveland visited New Jcreey on the
2ith and was given an enthusiastic reception.

Mayor Edson, of New York, has appointed
General Fitz John Porter Polices Commission-
er, in place of Sydney P. Nichols, deceased,

Postmaster General Hatton arrived at Bur-
lington on the 2ith, and was given a reception
at the residence of George Lauman. At the
Shoquoguar ciub house o reception was held
in his honor. He went to Omaha on business,
and returned to Burlington to vote.

Friday, October 31, has been decided upon
for the great republican parade in New York
city. It is expected to have between 50,000
and 60,000 men and members of uniformed
organizations in line. No eclubs, except from
towns in the immediate vicinity of New York,
will be invited.

The democrats all along the Wabash valley
on the 25th from Sullivan to Evansvilie, were
addressed by Governor Hendricks, who filled
four appointments, at Sullivan, Vincennes,
Princeton and Evansville. The three first
named were day meetings and were very large
and enthusiastic.

The Dubuque (Iowa) demoerats had their
grandest demonstration of the campaign on
the I5th on the occasion of the speech of Col.
Wm. F. Vilas, of Wisconsin. Several thou-
eand eame in on excursion trains from all di-
rections. Col. Vilus addressed 5,000 people in
the afternoon, for two hours.

Gov. Hendricks, in aecordance with his
usual custom in election years to address the
democraey of Shelbyville, his old home, the
last week of the campaign, spoke there on the
Finh. Over 3000 people were presept. The
speaker counselled the democracy of Shelby
county to close up their ranks and sustaip
him once more by their suffruges, as they had
in the past,

John Kelly, of New York, emphatically de-
nies that he has made any sort_of deal with
the republicans or with anyone else, He S4ys
the vote of the city on election day will reach
225,000, of which he gives Tammany 100,060, the
repulilicans 0,006, and the anti-Tammany
demaocratic organization 55,000. “We can win
this race without any outside assistance,” said
Mr. Kelly, *Asto Blaine and Cleveland, the
contest in this state willbevery closeand [ feel
very certain Blaine will equal or exceed Gar
fleld’s vote here, but at the same time the vote
of four years ago is no criterion on which to
bitse an estimate.” Mr. Kelly and Mr. Johnny
O'Brien are almost alone in their denials of
the deal.

A thousand tons of wheat were lately
shipped by railroad from San Francisco
to New Orleans, to be shipped thence
to Encland. It is about 2,500 miles
from San Francisco to New Orleans, or
six times as far as it is from Central
Iowa to Chicago, and if transportation
is as much per mile there as here, there
will not be much left for the producer

the abolition of the house of lords was held in
Hyde Park, London. Over I,k persons

of the wheat.
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