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1o, now 18 come our fovfullat time,
1ot every man bo jolly,
ach room with Ivy leaves is drest,
Antt overy post with Holly
Without the donr let Borrow e,
And If for cold he hap ta die,
Wa'll bury b oo Christmas Pye,
And evermore be inerry,
L.L of the evergreen planis
Iave long  been  eonsid-
ored symbolie of Immor
faullty, of rebiyth, Henco
they, and they alone, are
appropriate decorations
Toy the Chelatmas season,
which wans originally a eolebration, un
der the disguise of various national re-
Hglous forms, of the turning of the
sun al the wintor solatice, and the con
sequent renewal of e on the earth,

When Coustantine was eonverted
he selzed upon overy underlving like
nesas, howover remote, botwoeen the old
falth and the now. Bvery  famliline
gymbol that might be stretehed to fit
the strange falth; evory ol custom
that would help to reconclle his lately,
and gowmethmes foreibly, converted
people to thelr unaceustomed belief,
was adopted and rveexplained,  And
the return of the won, bringing life
and light to the winter-bonnd earth,
became the protolype of the coming
of the S8on of Man, bringlog Mfe and
light to the goul of the ein-bound
world. Bo that at first oll the heathen
pbﬂer"au«:os were retalned as far as
possible, and merely given a  new
meaning,

At the Christinng festival, the lvy
and holly still made a summer sereen
of the stone walls, as in anclenl Ger
many they had turned the huge hollz
at mid-winter, to bowers of groenory,
Whereln the sylvan sprites, who dwelt
in summer among the forest trees,
might pass the frozen months without
too much discomfort. An ccho from
Scandinavia 1s still heard in the say-
ing current among the peasants of the
old world that If any bit of holiday
decoration is left in the house after
Candlemas day (February 2), a troop
of little devile wll enter and =it, one
on each withered leal, every one
bringing its own small enrse upon the
house. These little devils are moerely
the old forest spriles, detained agnlnst
thelr will by their undesiroyed winter
rofuge and fretting to yveturn to the
awakening woods of spring,

The churches were still green  with
Christmas garlands  In  those early
days, and ablaze with caadles, as the

during the corvegponding Roman es

| plant, having leaves of a duller green.

Ivy but little, In American decorations
ul Christmas, slnce both plants nrr\|
pxcecdingly rare here, Hat in England |
the nse of the Ivy at least is  universal, |
and the references to It In Christmas |
song and story alone would fill a small 1
voluie,

Hesldes Ha celalm to ll[l[ﬂ'ﬂ]ll‘]ﬂ‘f"li
ness for the Christmnyg season whieh |
It holds in eommon with other t-vvr-|
groons, It has two especially uh'nm:|
recominendations of its own, On m--|
count of its habit of elinging strongly |
lo ftg supporting tree or wall, It is
n popular symbol of fricndship and
fldelity, and as such, an excellont deco
rition for the seagon of good will and
universal brotherhood. And {t was,
In Roman davs, sacrod to Bacehus,
who, when a baby, was hidden by his |
aunt, Ino, among itg leaves, to save
b from Juno's destructlve wrealh
Pryiine says:

Al Chetstmas mon do always Ivy get,

And In ench corner of tho houso It set;

Fut why oo they then use that Bacchus |
Wl ?

Recanee they mean then Bacchus-llkke to
feed,

This satirieal explanation was but
ton true In the eonrlier days, when
Chilstmas lasted for weeks, and was
given over to a revelry alimost wholly
hewthen in eharactor,

To-day, In America, the Christmas
decorations anlmost exclusgively are of
holly, which, for all its popularity, 18
less consecrated by legend than any
other hollday greenery. To be sure
we muke o gparing uge of the mistle:
toe, which, from the anclent Druidieal
meaning of purlty glven to its wax-
white berrles, and from its use by
them In the marriage rite, has come
lo give a charter for kissing as “broad
us the wind,” And we have added the
bittersweet, which has no traditional
significatlon  whatever, i8 not an
evergreen, and s to be tolerated
meoerely for Its beanty's sake, and for
the slight gsuggestion it glves of the
holly borry. ;-

Our Amerlean holly is sald to be
less  boantiful than  the Huropenn

Put, making all allowances for
sible disadvintages,
markably

pos-
it still 18 a rve.
heautiful tree.  And as n]

caymbol of the immortality which it s

the season's speelal mission to teach,
it surely has no rival,  The leaves ve- |
main on the brancheg for three years, |
losing thelr hold only when they are

| pnshed off at last by the growing buds
tomples of Saturn had always been | of gpring.

tival of the Saturnalla. DBul, ns I‘.-I_'.-.}

dore Vergll remarks, “Trymmyng (e | ¢ kpown as “Christmas,”

temples with  hangyngs, floures,
boughes and garlandes, was taken of
the heathen people, which decked
thely idols and houses in suche array.”
And asg time went on, and it became
no more necessary o make conces-
slong that would help reconcile the

Thronehout England, so little s its |
supremacy disputed, that {t is popular |
just ns the
hawthorn s calted “The May.”

It name has been a mattor of con.
siderable Interest. Theophrastus and
ather Greek authors named (he plant

|
|
|
|

Agria: that is, wild, or of the flelds,
The Bomang formed from this the
word Apgrifollum and called It also

people to their changed falth, (hese | Aqguifolium, from aclum, sharp, and |

“heathen” customs became
ful to the chureh. One of

distaste-
the early

folium, o leaf. Bauhin and lLourelro |
first named It Nex, from the resemb- |

councilg forblds men longer “to dock | lance of its leaves to those of the |

up thelr houses with lawrell, yvie, and
greene boughes, as we used to doe
at the Chrisimasse season,”

Thigs command was obsorved in the
temples, but in the baronial hails the
old customs lved on; lived down thelr
questionable past; won aguin the tol
eration of the prlests who had sternly
banighed them, and lo-day all the over
greens agalu ave admitied 1o the
slrictest chureh, so that we again can
say at Christmas,

“Now with belght 1lolly
slirow
With vy green, and seotod Mistletoc ™

The “Rarly Calendar of  Baglia!

all the templon

Flowers,” an old poem whoreln cach I.

month kg recognized by Ha appropriat
plant symbol, ends with thesc Hos

Quervens 1lex, a speciea of onk which
wag the true lex of Virgll, Linnasus |
adoptod the namo llex for the gonus, |
and preserved the name Aquifolium
for the most anclently known specles,
Our popular name, holly, probably
is a coiruption of the word holy, ns
Turner In hig herbal calls it holy, and |
holy tree.  The thorny follage, and
the berrles ke drops of bright blood,
couldd gearcely il to remind a Chrie |

| tian of the evown of thorng, and this,

8oon the evergreone  Lavnel Raanas
greons,
When Catherine crowns  a'l  learaed |

moenne,
The Ivie and Hollle berries are seone
And Yule log and Wasaalle vome you
ngen,

The Jaurel 1s veed uot at all, and +he

towether with the unlversal use of the
plunt in the churehes &t Christmas
eoaily would acceount for the name

n ermany I 28 known ns Christ

dorn, Phe Danish name s Christorn
| the  Swedlsh  Christtorn,  The
siite e, Chrdst's thorn, I8 found In
soime parts of KEngland Hut an no

F lozend conneets the holly with the
erown of thorns, thiis pame, unlversal
vinong the Gormanle peoples, must bo

erely the result of s appoearancg

\

nd of
Lol

e Chiristtune pepularily, as
1 ‘. I1||'|l

Food for Thought, |
The tenyearold girl who congueread
& burglar with n hroomstick is entitled i
to all credit for conrage and vigor.
Neverthelogs when ghe adds a dozen |
years more to her age the wary un. |
marrfed vouth may entertain doubts |
a8 to whether her energy might not
some time be excesgive for wedded
bllgs,

—— e — — —

Report of the Home of the Friendless.

Al the end of the bienninm, Novem-
ber 30, 1508 there were in the Home
for the Friendless at Lincoln slxty-
eight children and six aged women,
the youngest inmate being one week
old and the oldest 82 vears,

The home has been seriously handl
capped during the last biennium be-
cause of a shortage of room for em-
ployes and eramped apartmentg for
the children, and in fact that it has
practically supported the Orthopedie
hospital, The cooking waz all done
In the kitehen of the home and carried
peross Lhe yvard o the several dining
room# in the hospital uilding. The
total expenditures for the malnten-
ance of both of the institutions for the
biennium was $28.53057 ar a per capl-
ta cost of $267.01., The home has
five pay children,

The Horrid Man's Curl,

“There’s no sight so pitiful to me™
sald the pretty girl, “ag the painful at.
tempt on the part of the man begin-
ning to be bald to make a little eurl
in the middle of his forehead of the
few remalning strands of halr. And
still, 1T know they don't deserve my
pity. I never have found a man yet
with such a curl who wasn't horrid.”

Domestic Economy.

They had automobiled in 24 miles
to see Mr. Highfiyer's pet ocullst, and
on the return three tires, one after
another, tad blown up. Whereupon
Mrs. Highflyer remarked, plaintively,
and with Intensge convictlon: “My dear
Alfred, it would have been so much
cheaper to have kept you at home and
bought you a glags eye!"

Three Years In Prison for Coon.
Clyde Coon of Omaha, who was

brought to Kearney to answer a
charge of forgery for passing a hogus !
check on W, L. Hand, pleaded guilty |

Monday in the district conrt and was'|g

gentenced to three years in the peni-
tentiary.
children living in Omaha, When the

| forgery was committed he was sup-

posedly representing a railway con-
gtruction company. |

Coon has a wifc and four | g

Reason for Divorces.

After a woman marries a man he
geos her the greater portion of the
time in clothes of the kind that he
never saw before marriage except
on women who were running to a fire,
—Atchison Globe.

“How,” walls a stenographer In &
Sunday paper, “can we girls escape
the unwelome attention of our em-
ployers?” Might try climbing a tree,
suggests the Cleveland Leader, and
making a nolse like a suffragette.

Farmers ghoull all have telephones,
Write to us and learn how to get the
hest service for the least money, Ne-
braska Telephone Company, 18th and
Dnlt;alas streets, Omaha. "“Use the
Bell.”

Lincoln Directory
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| HERBERT E. GOOCH CO.

BROKERS AND DEALERS
Grain, Provisions, Stocks, Cotton

Main Office, 204-208 Fraternity Bldg.
Lincoln, Nebrasko.

Boll Phone 612

Largest House in State

Anto Phone 2059

Journal

NNOUNCES its third annual bargain week dur-
ing which subscriptions will be accepted for the
whole year or 1909 at the cut price of oniy $3 with-
out Sunday, or §4 including Sunday. This Bargain
Rate is good only during the week of December 21 to

rate.

28 and the regular rates after that date will be $4
and $5. All new subscriptions commence January 1
and continue until January 1, 1910 at the $3 and $4
All pavers stopped at the end of that time

a couple cents.

gets more than

without any effort on your part.
this cheap price can be made on such a big news-
paper is that everybody pays in advance, thus having
no dead-beat bills.
this way. Next, by cutting out traveling solicitors’
salaries, hotel bills and railroad fare, and doing all
business through Uncle Sam’s mails at a cost of only
When an agzent calls on you to
present a proposition, remamber you pay every cent
of his salary and expenses; in most cases the solicitor
It’s a wasteiul

You pay only for

you are making.

cut kim out.

to hold or none

other state dailies.

metuod and you pay for the waste.
trying to dodge the middleman---here’s a chance to
The Journal does not priat liquor ad-

One reason why

your own paper

Everybody is

vertisements or unclean medical stuff accepted by

Why not protect your family
from impure advertising? The Journal is not under
cbligations to a political cliqu2 because it has no job

to get. Ic is free

get the news.

low price.

subject in tne interests of the people.
about your politics, duriny the le~islative s2ssion

to treat every
No matter

you will find The State Journal the one newspaper
whose reports are completest, fairest and earliest.
We are right on the ground and spend the money to
Remember, just this one week of cut-
price and then back to the old rate.
this big state paper until January 1, 1910, at this
Send your money to

State Journal, Lincoln, Nebraska

Why not try




