ASHINGTON. —~The Interest
in the perronality of Grover
Cleveland has naturally re

called many Incldents of
the days when his was the
most  forceful  Agure  In

American publle life, Nothing which
he ever did while president attracted
more attentlon than the faumous mes
gnge he sent to congress in December,
1805, on the subject of Great Britain's
controversy with Venezuela over the
boundary between the latter country
and Nritish Gulana. In an Interview
with a New York Times correspond
ent Hilary A. Herbert, then Mr. Cleve
Innd's secretary of the navy, now for
the frst time tells the true Inwardness
of that historie aplsode,

“The foundatlon for Mr, Claveland's
colebrated Veneznelan message,” sald
Mr. Herbert, “was the note of Secre-
tary of State Olney to Lord Salis
bury, the British minister for forelgn
affalrs.  That note was written during
the congressional recess, three months
before congress convened, and before
Mr. Cleveland’'s message was prepared
The Olney note was drafted after a
consultation between the secreiary of
atate and Mr. Cleveland during the
summer at Great Gables on Buzzard's
bay. Mr. Olney went there, as 1 have
alwavs understood, to confer with the
president about the Venezuelan gques.
tion. The note was submitted to every
member of the cabinet. 1 remember
distinetly 1 was in Washington thal
stmmer and a copy of (he note came
to me and Mr. Carligle, the secretary
of the treasury, and Mr., Lamont, the
sgocretary of war, and we considered
the paliey together.

“I remember that as the note devel
oped It almost took my breath away,
and 1 was inclined to oppose (s presen
tation, but before the reading was fin
fshed | realized ita force and value and
I heartily approved it. Between Mr.
Carlisle, Mr. Lamont and myself some
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the two countries which were go close-

ly allled In blood and business. Of
course, such measures as could be
taken with the means In hand to be

prepared In case of trouble were taken
by the navy department, but there
was nelther time nor money nor oppor.
tunity to make any extensive prepara-
tions."

A REGULAR CHURCHGOER.

LEVELAND'S father was a Presby
terlan minister, When the son was
¢lected president the Rev. Dr. Sun

derland of the First Preshyterian
church In Washington determined to
make every effort to Induce Mr. Cleve.
Innd to attend his church., Immediate.
ly after the inauguration Dr. Sunder.
Innd called ilpun the president, and the
latter agrecd to be enrolled among his

parishloners. Cleveland was very reg:
ular In attendance. Always a large
crowd assembled Iin front of the

church to see him entering and leav-
ing The erowd was amazed to find
that when the carriage stopped Cleve:
land would leave the vehicle and start
for the door, while some one else
would have to asslst Mrs, Cleveland to
alight

P
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suggestions were made as to amend.
metPs, perhaps slight, and my under-
standing is that
were subsequently adopted. All the
cabinet knew for three or four months
before congress convened that this
bombshell had been prepared. Never
theless, it was kept absolutely secret.
Nobody knew anything about it. As
Mr. Cleveland himself said, he did not
believe in doing public business on the
gidewalk. The maessage that Mr. Cleve-
land afterwards wrote was prepared by
himself just after he had returned from
an outing. He had gone down the
river on a fishing excursion, and when
he got back the message was written,
occupying him for two days. The mes.
sage was read to the cabinet before it
was sent in. I do not remember wheth.
er any suggestions were asked or of-
fered, the message being a condensa
tion of the very powerfu! Clney note.”

“Did you anticipate that war would

result from the fessage’

“No, 1 did not think so, because 1
did not think there was enough in the
controversy to cause a war between

these amendments

I'nderwood, N. Y.

catching up with
him, the two would walk up the alsle
together to their pew

A BAD CAMPAIGNER.

LEVELAND was known always as

a bad campalgner. It was an ex.

tremely difficult thing to get him
to take an active part in polities, even
when he was running for office him-
gelf. When he was nominated for may-
or of Buffalo, a quarter of a century
ago, his political managers were in
despair because of his indifference.
lThe future president would promise to

by U'nderwood and

her husband and

speak, but when the time came he
would fail to appear, and then it was
necessary to send carriages for him
| and drag him to the meeting. But his
| popularity was so great that he experi-
enced little difficulty in polling a large
| vote for mavor. This campaign oc-
| curred during a time of political
“‘lt’l\ll. when Buffalo was one of the
| doubtful cities of the state
| close of the war up to the '90s no one

i, e

Cleveland was made candlidate for gov-

Then she would hasten afte I handwriting,

|
up-

From the |

could foretell just how the municipal |

| elections in Buffalo would turn out.

ernor particularly bhecanse of his vig-
orous adminisiration of the mayor's
office. His most conspleuons act was
the velo of an ordinance of the council
granting a contrac! for cleaning the
city to personal friends, Cleveland
regarded this contract as against pub-
lle policy, and, notwithstanding the
prassire exerciged by his closest ad-
vigers, he disapproved the measure, and
by this act attracted the cttention of
the state. There i{s not the slightest
doubt that what Mr. ('leveland did on

| that oceasion had a greater bearing

on his future political career than any.
thing he had done,
A FRIEND OF THE PEN,

R. CLEVELAND took a great In-

terest In pension legislation. Ob.

serving a discriminating attitude,
which was most [mportant, both for
the publie treasury and from the point
of view of those veteransg of unblem-
ished records, it was his custom to ex-
amine each act and all the facts con-
nected with the claim of the benefiel-
ary with the greatest care. If he found
a flaw In the record he would put a
veto on the back of the a2t in his own
Cleveland  rarely die-

tated. He found his ideas flowed bet.
ter when his pen touched the paper
His handwriting was samall, but clear,
It was like copper-plate. Probably no
president of recent times used a pen
with a8 much frequency as Cleveland.

The painstaking character of Mr.
Cleveland’s work will be realized when
it is known that he made a personal
examination of every paper that came
before him. This particularly was
true of the records of courts-martial of
officere  of the army and navy.
Whether the defondant was an ensign
or an admiral, a Heutenant or a gen
eral, he could depend on Mr, Cleveland
to give fair consideration to the re
port of his trial

CLEVELAND'S HOME LIFE,

N ONE occasion a New York paper
0 which was especially virulent in

its treatment
printed a story to the effect that on
the previous night he had gotten beast
ly drunk and had kicked his wife down
stalrs, bruising her terribly ard black.

| ing both her eves,

of Mr, t'ltw--iandl

Those who knew the charming rela.
tlons which existed between the presi-
dent and his wife were Indignant at
the publication. That It was abro.
Itely false I quickly discovered for
myself. Crossing the White House
grounds, T saw Mra, Claveland bending
over a bed of pansies In which she
took special interest. She was a beau-
tiful picture that morning. Her eyes
were ag clear as erystal, showing that
ghe had slept well, and her skin with-
out a blemigsh. The alleged brutality
of Mr. Cleveland towards his wife was
frequently desceribed by the paper re-
ferred to, but never did | see any justi-
fication or foundation for the state-
ments it published, Because the presl-
dent and Mrs. Cleveland refused to ex-
hibit their children to the gaping
crowd reports were published that
they were ldiots and that one of them
was blind. These reports were not
only false, but so cruel as to arouse
the hearty Indignation of the friends
of the president and his wife,

It has been often said, and with jus-
tice, that Mra. Cleveland made an {deal
“First Lady of the Land.” Probably
Mrs. Cleveland did what no other wife
of a president attempted, At recep-
tions she would take a step forward
and shake hands with the caller, re-
turning to her position before saluting
the next In line. This was a task
which only a woman of tremendous
physlcal endurance could ecarry out
successfully, At the New Year's re-
ceptions, for example, 9000 persons
greeted the prealdent and his wife, So
that Mrs. Cleveland took 9,000 steps
and shook hands 9,000 times on each
of these occasions.

AS FRIEND AND LAWYER,.

LEVELAND was more of a socla-
ble man than a social one. Fe en-
joyed few social relations in Buf-
falo, rarely visiting the houses of

STOESSEL IN PRISON

DEFENDER OF PORT ARTHUR
NOW A BROKEN MAN.

Loss of Uniform His Greatest Humill
ation — Watches from Window
Winter Palace Where He Once
Was an Honored Guest.

8t. Petersburg.-—An American news-
paper correspondent recently was per-
mitted to interview Gen. Stoessel, the
defender of Port Arthur, in prison.
Here is what he wrltes:

Two cold blue eyes examined me
through a tiny wicket in the door, and

' a rough voice said:

“What do you want?"

“1 wigh to see Gen. Stoessel,” [ an-
Bwered,

“Have yon
wolce,

“Here s my ticket,” 1 said, pro
ducing a card on which it was stated
that the commander of the fortress of
St. Peter and St. Paul had the honor
to accord me leave to see the “noble-
man Stoessel.”

The gate in the high stone wall was
opened and a soldier appeared. He
then showed the way to the reception
room in one of the bulldings in the
court bevond,

We had not long to wait for Stoes-
sel.  Punctually at one o'clock he
came into the room. He was dressed
in a black frock coat, his voice was
weak and he looked older and more
wrinkled t'san when he was on trial
a few months ago.

‘Oh, yves, one can live here, and in
sufficient comfort,” he replied to our
inguiries about his life, “but it is a
vegetable existence., More than any-
thing | feel the loss of my uniform.

permission?” said the

For 40 years 1 have worn the dress
of an officer and now I am not allowed
to put on the coat of a common sol
dier or to use a military cap.”

"How does your excellence spend
the day?" 1 asked,

“It beging very early for St. Peters-
burg,’ he replied, ““at nine o'clock they
bring the samovar and 1 take tea.
The authorities do not provide bread
and we have to provide that for our
selves, After a light breakfast 1 dress
and go out for a walk in the little gar-
den. At one o'clock 1 and the other
officers imprisoned in the fortress dine
together and after the meal 1 always
find my wife waiting to see me. We
bave a right to recelve friends only
once a week, but the czar has ac-
corded me the special privilege to see

my dear wife every day. She re-
maing until three o'clock and is not
permitted to stay longer. When she

is gone 1 stroll in the garden for a lit-
tle and then 1 settle down to work.
I am writing my memoirs,”

“Perhaps you will allow me to see
vour room,” 1 said. *I have special

friends. At the same time he was
most convivial with his male acquaint.
ances, He was fond of playing cards
in his youth and spent most of his time
with the boys. As a lawyer he seldom
practised in conrt, and, while never re.
garded as a close student, he had the
facility of grasping a legal problem,
which made him invaluable as counsel
His practice was confined almost alto- |
gether to  his office, his assoclates '
making the arguments in court,

PRESIDENTIAL LOVEMAKING,

permission from the governor to do
80"

“Certainly,” replied Stoessel, “but I
warn you it is not very imposing.”

We crossed the courtyvard together,
entered another building and  were
soon In a vaulted apartment, furnished
with great simplicity. There was a
little bed, a square table, a cupboard
and, behind a screen, a wash-stand
and two comfortable armchairs, The
lapping of the waters of the Neva
could be heard on the stone walls, a
monotonous, plaintive sound, half sad
and half soothing, Through the barred
windows a glorious view could be seen,

CCORDING to a story in vl:'l'ula-l
A tion at the time, Daniel 8. Lamont |

was the John Alden of limvorl
Cleveland in connection with the lat- |
ter's marriage. Lamont was sent byl
the president to  Buffalo to ask Miss 1
Folsom to marry his ehief. There was
no “Speak for yourself, John,” as Miss |
Folsom accepted the offer. Miss Fol
som, of course, knew her future hus- |
band very well, as she had been his !
ward and bad come Into frequent and |
intismate coutact with bim

Far across the broad expanse of the
river stood out in the bright sunshine
the winter palace,

“I have often been there to see the
emperor; 1 have dined there and
yvears ago danced at the court balls
I never expected to see it day by day
from a prison window,"

The heavy door was suddenly
thrown open and a harsh volce said:
“Your guest must go."

"Come and see me again,” said my
unhappy hest, and 1 left him still gaz
ing at the palace across tha Neva,

— R
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