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Washington. If the king of Italy
uliould die, and his son, the princo of
Piedmont, and his couBins, the duke of
Aosta and the count of Turin, and the
duke's two Hons, the Prince Amadeo
and the Prince Aimone. then the duke
of the Abruzzi would he king.

It 1b a remote possibility, of course,
but the chance has given great, inter
national significance to the impetuous
suit of the popular duke of the Abruzzi
for the hand of that athletic und
unarming American beauty, Miss
Katherine Elkins, daughter of the sen
ator from West Virginia.

But should it all go right; should
the king of Italy give his consent to
say nothing of Mr. Elklna then the
senator b daughter will come nearer
being a queen than any American girl
has ever been before.

There Is nothing In the Italian law
to prevent it. If the marriago is legal
ly consented to by the king, the duch
?B9 of the Abruzzi takes her place

Hniong Italian royalty. And should
chance make her husband king, ohe
would be queen. Think of it an
American girl queen of Italy!

Everybody In Washington knows
Miss Katherine Elkins. She made her
debut In 1903 she is 25 years old
,oow. Her father la a multi-millionair- e,

owning railroads, mines and lumber
enterprises enough to capitalize the
kingdom of Italy. Her grandfather,
Henry Gassawny Davla, once a sena
tor, too, is also a vastly :lch man so
rich that he ran for vico-presido-

once. Much of this wealth will eventu
ally go to Miss Elkins. Just now Miss
Elkins has $2,000,000 which she can
call her own.

Insisted on Her Own Way.
When Miss Elkins was ready to

wnter society she showed of what stuff
she was made. She ruled against any
thing that savored of Juat a debutante
tea.

"If I can't come out without this
nonsense," she declared, "I won't como
out at all."

So It went on, season aftor season,
until the duke of the Abruzzi came
here. He had met American girls be
fore, but here was a different kind.

This particular pair met at the Ita
lian embassy. The duke had come '..
America in command of the Italian
warBhlps sent to take part in the festi
vltles at Jamestown.

It was very apparent that Miss El
kins made a deep Impression upon the
duko. He not only loBt no opportunity
to bo near her, but ho developed a
ready wit in making othor opportunl
ties.

Thq Italian warships sailed back to
sunny Italy. The duke was in com
mand and perforco had to go along.
Washington forgot he had ever been
there.

But not the duko!
Nor Miss Elkins.
In the summer she went abroad with

her mother, as usual. It chanced that
the duko of the Abruzzi ran across the
Elkins party in Paris. They mot again
In Vienna.

Drawn Back to America.
Though there was no Italian fleet to

coma here in the autumn, the duke of
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the Abruzzi found It necessary to
come to Amorica. He also chanced to
be wherever the Elklus family wore.
When Miss Elkins came to New York,
a few weeks ago, the duke was there.
When It was announced that she and
her mother were going to Florida for
a brief outing, the duko of the Abruzzi
decided to run down there, too.

Thev went to Palm Beach. Nobody
there knew the fascinating Itnlian who
waB so devoted to Mls.i Elkins, and
somehow It happened that no one got
a chance to meet him. Had Palm
Beach only known It Miss Elkins
new man" was none other than a pos

sible successor to the Italian tnrone:
The little party journeyed on to St.

Vugustlne. There the secret came oui.
Peonle began to ask questions. Could
a nrlnce of the blood royal make hon
est love to an American girl? Would
not such an allance be morganatic of
itself?

Italian 'law was looked up no, if

the king consented, it wouldn't matter
n Him wlfn wtts at all. QuoetlB 111

Italv eniov but courtesy titles, any
way: should the duke of the Abruzzi
become king his wife would surely be
queen in name.

Thon came the gossip.
Was there an engagement? Had the

Italian duke proposed to the American
girl? What would the king of Italy
say? What would Senator Elkins say?
Did they love each other? What wouiu
the dot be?

Elkins Family Say Nothing.
The Elkins family became

.
quite
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mute. No announcement couia oe uu
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question or her distinguished tamer
Meanwhile the cables to Home were
kept hot. Would his majesty give nis
consent? His majesty didn't want to
l To folt that a royal prince should
marry into a noble family.

"But 1 love her," was the gist ot the
duke's cable In reply.

And what could the poor king do?
Meanwhile Senator Elkins had to

endure all kinds of chaffing In the sen-

ate.
On March 17 Mrs. Elkins. Miss El

kins and the duke arrived in Washing-
ton from Florida. The party break
fasted together at the Elkins home,
and afterward the duke went to. the
Italian embnssy. Then he disap
peared. Bland smiles were the only
answers to inquiries for the duko. .t
the Elkins home no information was
forthcoming.

it was very plain that the duke
must do the talking llrst. But lie
wouldn't. He stayed in Washington
for a few days, constantly calling at
the Elkins home. Society got out its
bluo books. Soon it was discovered
that he wouldn't have to give up his
chances to the Italian throne should
he mafto an American girl his wife.
Further, it wns explained that the mar
riage need not be a morganatic one,
provided the king of Italy gave his
consent.

However, there was all kinds of de
lightful mystery In .Washington and
Home. Not a word that was authori-
tative was formally spoken. The El-

kins family were mum; so was the
Italian court.

"It's All Right," Says the Duke.
Then the gallant duke decided It

was time to take a hand himsolf. It
wouldn't do to leave Washington by
train in the regular way that would
attract too much attention. So he had
Miss Elkins take him to Baltimore in
her automobile, and there he took the
train to New York, where the Lusi-tanl- a

was waiting to sail.
"It's all right," was all he would

say before the ship sailed with "Slgnor
Sarto," as he choose to call himself.

Promptly the cables began to buzz.
Homo declared that the duke of the
Abruzzi was coming home In order to
get the king's full consent to his mar
rlago with tho Amerlcau girl; that she
would become a Roman Catholic; that
her father would be ennobled, and that
the marriage would take place here
next autumn.

Once the dispensation is obtained
irom me vaucau, me marriago may
be solemnized anywhere in the world
The rulo of the church, however, Is
that tne oriues parisn is mo proper
place for the coremony. Because of
this the marriago If there is to bo
one wlU ho celebrated In the United
States and not In Italy. Italian law re
quires that tho minister of the Interior
and the president of the senate be

presont at the wedding and certify to
t. That Is, if It takes place In Italy;

but If It takes place In Amorlcn, tho
presence and certification of an Ita- -

Ian consul or ambassador is all that Is
necessary.

Tho duko earnestly objected to any
talk about a dot. Ho is rich in his
own name; he declared mat ir mibs
Elkins wns to have any money It was
none of his affair.

Duke Born in Madrid.
Luigl Amadeo, now duke of the Ab

ruzzi, was born in Madrid In 1873, just
13 days before his rather abdicated.
Ho has two older brothers, the princo
of Aosta and the count of Turin. Bo- -

fore them, however, conies the king of
Italy's son, Crown Prince Unibcrto,
four years old. The prince of Aosta
has two sons, six and four years old,
all of whom, boBide tho count of Turin,
stand between the duke or the Abruzzi
and tho throne.

Though ho stands hign lu the Ita
lian navy, the duke or the Abruzzi gets
his chief claim to fame as an explorer
and mountain climber.

Nine years ago he ascended Mount
St. Ellns, In Alaska, one or the tnllest

merlcan peaks. Two years later ho
sought the north pole. One or his
party reached 8G degrees 33 minutes
north, beating Nanseu an I holding the
world's record until Peary boat it.

His Name Free from Scandal.
Clean-live- d and with his name un

touched by any kind or scandal, he on-- ,

tertnlns the most, romantic affection
for his aunt, Quoen Marguerite, who
played the part of a mother to him
after tho death of Queen Vlctorln,
while he was yet In infancy. He has
shown his devotion in many touching
ways. When he scaled and explored
Ruwenzori, he gave her name to Its
loftiest pcnk. Ho is the third of throe
brothers, the two elder being the duke
of Aosta and the count of Turin. He
has also a half-brothe- r, Count Saleml,
the Issue of his father's marriage to
Princess Letltla Bonaparte.

The fortune of the duke of the
Abruzzi Is estimated at $2,000,000. He
has less than his brothers, owing to
the fact that he has met personally the
expenses of his various expeditions,
but there Is still more property yet to
be divided among the brothers. Ho
has a private income from his moth

or'H estate of about $10,000 a yoar. As
an admiral of tho royal navy, he re-

ceives an annual salary of about
$0,000 and from tho royal treasury ho
receives close to $100,00 a year.

As the duke sponds nearly all his
time exploring the wilds and the most
dangerous corners Of tho world, It Ir
reasonable to suppose that his wife
will be his companion In his future
expeditions. As Miss Elkins Is n thor-
ough sportswoman, she Is doubtless
an capable as any man of scaling
mountain peaks. She has even Inti
mated to some of her very Intimate
girl rrlends that she and the duke will
spend their honeymoon lu an expedi
tion to some out. Of the way corner ot
the globe.

Met at Washington Ball.

The duke met Miss EIkIus at a ball
in Washington given by Mr. and Mrs.

Anderson. Col. Bromwell, aide
to President Roosevelt, Introduced the
handsome young Italian prince to the
senator's daughter.

Everybody In Washington exerted
themselves to entertain the duko when
he wus here officially, but It was left
to Miss Elkins to make the ten-strik-

"Let me do something for you," she
said, chatting one day with tho duko.
"I'll give you n dinner, a dance or a
theater party."

"I'll take them all," answered the
duke promptlV.

So, ono day, many of the friends or
MIbs Elkins received cards to a dinner
In honor of the duko of tho Abruzzi.
After the dinner Miss Elkins an-

nounced Hint they would attond tho
theater, and off they were whirled In

autos. After the theater tho entire
parly was whizzed up to Rausclier's,
the Sherry's of Washington, where
Miss Elklus had invited a party for
dancing.

To his amazement the duke hud en-

joyed a dinner, the theater and a
dance all lu ono evoning.

But. that is nothing now for MIbb
Elkins. She has always had her own
way. She Is the only daughter of the
senator by his second marriage. She
Is a girl of brlllant. mind, much origin-
ality and pronouncod will power.

If, by a rare chance, sho should be
called on to grace a throne, Washing-
ton knows she would do It well.
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DRAPERY IN HOUSE

HOW BEST RESULT8 MAY BE
OBTAINED.

Too Many or Too Heavy Hangings
Apt to Spoil the Good Effects

Good Arrangement for the
Dark Room.

Too much drapery Is apt. to make
tho rooms close and Bluffy, and par-
ticularly when thore Is not a large
space and the room is not very well
lighted, and ono must be careful not to
produce a crnmpod effect by shutting
out the light. For a moderate-size- d

room with a folding door which leads
Into nnother apartment and Is of
course permanently closed, a good ar-

rangement can be made without using
too heavy drapery. Instead or a pair
of portieres hung on a rod and railing
In heavy folds, take the material and
stretch It across tho doors, fastening
It even with the door, without tho rod,
inoro llko a panel effect.

When the Material Is Plain.
If the material be plain and not bro-

cade or tapestry It. can bo drapod
slightly or laid In folds llko box plaits
and fastened In the center of the plait
with a stud or brass tack. This will
give tho mnterlal a uufllclunt amount
of fullness and do away with the stiff
ness of stretching plain material tight-
ly over doors. If ono happens to
possess a mirror lu a gold rramo or an
old colonial heirloom lu wood, tho ef
fect is particularly good If tho mirror
Ib hung against this background and
a divan placed beneath It with tho
cushions of tho soft shade which cor-
responds with tho colorings or your
room, and the divan cover either
matching tho drapery or the door or of
a shade which is in harmony with It.

Arrangement for Dark Room.
An effect, of UiIh kind seen recently

In a rather dark room was excollont,
but the background In this case was
rather more elaborate and consisted,
besides the tlat piece of volvet over
tho door, of a top piece. This piece,
which was separate, waB made of a
thin board of about six Inches In
dopth, which was fastened at tho top
of the door and also covered with vol-

vet, with tho edge trimmed with a
dull gold braid llko a lambrequin,
while tho folds of the curtain with
tho brass studs In the cantor of tho
rolds fell from just below this piece.
The edge of tho dlvnn cover was of
the same material and was trimmed
with tho snmo gold braid, and the
mirror was a gilt orre or a rococo do-sig-

As the room was rather dark, the
cushions selected woro of tho Hghtor
shades of brocade in soft greens, yel-

lows and old roso, and the result with
the mirror reflecting tho othor Bldo of
the room and tho dark receding back-
ground of tho curtain was to make
it appear much larger and more spa-
cious, and do away entirely with the
effect of a curtained doorway.

Oriental Draperies Excellent.
Where ono Is tho hoppy possessor of

somo fino tapestry or a bit of Oriental
embroidery thoy can. bo used Instead
of the arrangement, wo have men-
tioned, and, of course, are much morp
bountiful. But ovon with tapestry, if
it is not of the finest weave and de-
sign, a good effect may bo obtained
in this Bnmo way by putting tho tapes-
try (lat against the door and hanging
a mirror on It. A divan under tho
mirror or a (loop sofa heaped with
cushions Is always attractlvo, and very
good effects may bo obtained in the
matter of soft pillows and couch cov-
erings with tho expenditure of com-paratlvol-

little money in tho wny ol
materials, upon tho covering of olthor
sofa pillows or couch draperies, if the
proper combinations of color aro se-
lected and nothing glaring or obtrusive
Is used.

Chicken Dumplings.
Stow chlckon until lender, make

gravy, beroro taking up, then pour all
In baking pan. Make dumplings with
two cupfultt flour, heaping teaspoonrul
baking powder, two tablospoonfuls of
butter, rub In thoroughly and make
soft with sweet milk. Roll thin, cut
In squares, put over chlckon and bake
In hot oven. Thoy can bo eaten cold
and aro always light and puffy.

Seeks No Welcome.
Irlfih proverb: He that conies un-

bidden will sit down unasked.

Cleaning Windows.
A good chnmols can bo bought for

25 cents, and If well taken care of will
last for .several yours. First wash
windows with a damp sponge, then
tuke tho chamois skin, wring as dry
as poBslblo, wlpo off window and lln-is- h

with an old cloth. This is tho best
as well as the easiest method.

Savory Hash.
Boil potatoes with the skins on the

day boforo using. When tho moat Is
boilod save some of the stock and put
In when meat and potatoes are mixed.


