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three of the South Platte members,
Bennet, Bradford and Nuckolls, re. |
fused to take the solemn vow by the
governor's sanction, and after the
reading of the message both council

CHAPTER VIIL

First Legislature—Administration of
Governor |zard—Location of the
Capital—Laws of the First Session
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Clubs — Nebraska's  Pecullarity— |arity of the proceeding by going
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lvely, This I8 the Palladium’s unfor-

In accordance with the proclama-
tunately meager account of the first
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tempt of the anti-Omaha forces to
take up these resolutions on the fol-
lowing day was unsuccessful. On the
24th a resolutlon by Mr. Folsom to
inquire Into the right of Mr. Mitchell
to a seat on the ground “that he s
not now and never has been a citizen

|of Nebraska, but that he is a citizen

of lowa.," was met by another from
the other side making similar charges
of non-residence against Folsom, Rich-

tion of acting Governor Cuming, the
first legislature of Nebraska territory
convened at Omaha Tuesday, January
16, 1866, at 10 o'clock in the morn:
ing, In the bullding which had been
erected for the purpose by the Coun-
cll Bluffs & Nebraska Ferry Co. This
company was Incorporated under the
laws of lowa, and Enos Lowe was Its
president. This lowa corporation em-
bodled or represented the Omaha that
Was to be; for the future metropolis
thén existed only In the imagination,
the hope and the amblition of Its lowa
promoters. Jlowa men had procured
the Incorporation of the territory and
shaped it to thelr wishes; and an
Iowa man had organized It Inte po-
ltical form and arbitrarily located Its
temporary seat of government con-
trary to the wishes of its real resi-
dents, It was fitting that lowa capi-
tal and enterprise, which were to fix
the seat of the government, should
also temporarilly house it. ‘*“This
whole arrangement,” we are told by
the Arrow, printed In Council Bluffs,
“is made without a cost of one single
dollar to the government.”

This firet tenement of organized
Nebraska government was located on
ot 7, In block 124, as platted by A. D.
Jones, fronting east on 9th street be-
tween Farmnam and Douglas. The
structure was known as ‘“the brick
building at Omaha City,” indleating
that it was the first bullding of brick
in the town. It was occupled by the
legislature for the first two sessions,
and was afterwards used as the first
general offices of the Union Pacific
Rallway Co., unti], In the fall of 1869,
they were transferred to thelr present
guarters,

On the 13th day of October the
Arrow tells us that, “But a few short
monthg ago and not a sign of a habl-
tation was visible upon the site where
now are constantly In progress and
will be completed, within another
month, a town numbering some 175
or 200 inhabitants.”

The legislature was composed of a
council of thirteen and a house of
twenty-six members, It can not bhe
eald that a single member of this
first legislature had a permanent foot-
ing In the territory, and many of them
had not even “declared their Inten-
tions.” But the men from lowa were
there In full force. Mr. J. L. Sharp,
the president of the council, nom-
inally from Richardson county, lived
at Glenwood, Iowa, and never became
a resident of Nebraska. Out of the
total membershlp of thirty-nine at
least flve, namely, Sharp, Nuckolls,
Kempton, Latham and Purple never
were actual residents of the territory,
and many of the rest were mere so-
Journers—driftwood, temporarily
stranded on thia farther shore of the

westward stream of population, but |

destined soon to be caught by its con-
stant onward flow and carrled off to
the boundless country beyond.

The members of the first territorial
council were Benjamin R. Folsom of
Burt county, Lafayette Nuckolls of

county, Munson H. Clark of
Dodge county, Taylor G. Goodwill, Al-
fred D. Jones, Origen D. Richardson,
Bamuel E. Rogers of Douglas county,
Richard Brown of Forney county, Hi-
.ram P. Bennet, Henry Bradford,
Charles H. Cowles of Plerce county,
Joseph L. Sharp of Richardson coun-
ty, James C. Mitchell of Washington
county.

The first territorial house of repre-
sentatives was composed as follows:
Burt county, Hascall C. Purple, John
B. Robertson; Cass county, Willlam
Kempton, John McNeal Latham, Jo-
seph D. N. Thompson; Dodge county,
Ell R, Doyle, J. W. Richardson; Doug-
las county, Willlam N, Byers, William
Clancy, Fleming Davidson, Thomas
Davis, Alfred D. Goyer, Andrew J.
Hanscom, Andrew J. Poppleton, Robh-
ert B. Whitted; Forney county, Wil
llam A. Finney, Joel M. Wood: Plerce
county, Gideon Bennet, James H,
Cowles, James H. Decker, Willlam B.
Hall, Wilson M. Maddox; Richardson
county, David M. N. Johmnston, John
A. SBingleton; Washington county, An-
pelum Arnold, Andrew J, Smith,

It does not require the full spelling
of these Christian names in the rec-
ord to safely conclude that there were

three “Andrew Jacksons” in the
house, The circumstance that this
representation of strenuous name

from the North Platte outnumbered

that of the South Platte, two to one, HOllister's claims. On fhe second dav
might have had much to do with the ©Of the session, h-‘; the "“r'“' vote ”f 7
success of the firstnamed section in|!? 8. Dr. Geo 1. Miller of Omaha was

achleving its heart's desire,

Hiram P. Bennet of Plerce county
was chosen temporary president of
the councll, and it is his recollection
that J. C. Mitchell of Florence nomi-
nated him for that office and put the
question to the council. After tem-
porary organization the council pro-
ceeded to the chamber of the house
where the governor delivered the first
message to the joint assembly. With
characteristic imperlousness he first
undertook to administer the oath of
office to thé members. Mr. Bennet
thinke that he required as a condi-
tion for taking the oath that mem-
bers should have received certificates
of election from him. At any rate
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([ In the house, on Mr. Poppleton's
straints to the game of grab for m“!mounn_ M Latham of CAIE war-Ghd

capital, which was organized at Coun-
sen temporary oresiding officer, and
cil Bluffs soon after if not before lhe‘ was' Kbpolated

Joseph W. Paddock
passage of the organie act, were lack- |
ing. These restraints are a settled |'®mvorary chief clerk, B:}r:::'lm E

lerk
interest In the community or state |ayre, assistant clerk,
which the non-resident does not have, ||2WIi8, sergeant-at-arms. and Benja-

and the pride and fear of reputation |M!® B. Thompson, "“"""‘):BDGP- As ';
which are invoked in public repre- 'h"'l"":;“""- tg“‘l‘-‘: "‘:""‘n "? 'e;ee'l.:c-
sentatives only by the knowledge and |°8Pized who held certifica eatn oo
fear that the eve of a real and re-|tion from the governor. In the join
sponsible citizenship, with moral |®*%8ion. Doyle of Dodge and Decker

. and Maddox of Plerce refused to re-
::Tn;:&r:;eg{swﬂkgpgh Y;gmrfaﬂl :]:'s ceive the official oath from Governor

Cuming.

to be expected, therefore, that the 2

preparation for, and the first step in| OO (:fh"b:.“‘:“d ‘;f‘g Aelllg:f:l J:; H:l:‘:;
law-making should do violence to mo- o™ Ugias was ! D‘-’J "

ral law. by a vote of 18 aeainﬁ_t} cash %;' l;)m?
Omaha promoters intended to make g l;ttobe.:tn&::& ‘;::’""- o:fépct 2 ahfat
that place the capital, and with well- gk't?v Mgtin a"asRlden s
founded confidence they relled upon ¢ r‘ Ger "5 Bayre ist yt lerk
the Napoleonic Cuming to carry out V°t°'Me‘i‘;Ke . ‘?" e, ;“‘“’ “; c:rld
their intention. The citizens of Belle- ?“; ::l !;aw;rnldpaihgsl d‘;%&& .
vue had Insisted that their settlement '@ ! & RRC L. pe

ithout opposition. Rev, Joel M.
should constitute a separate legisla- |
tive district. It far exceeded in num- | W ©0d, member from Forney county,

- {seems to Mave acted as chaplain of
Bmh:n’;n?]th;;‘;_,b':.z:téima?:‘._el‘..?;:,':.g the house for the first week of the
were two points in the county though gsesglon, although Rev. W. D. Gage of

lying side by slde were actuallv heav- |Nebraska City had bee'?‘he f‘:ﬁ:ﬂﬁ

|elected to this office.
PNH(;WL‘:I?OED::L:SGIng:{;:i:“&;;“::s {took no action for the selection of a
more than if an ocean rolled between. (chaplain until the fifth day of the ses-
If there were anv points in the terrl- |8lon When, by resolution, the presi-

dent was authorized to invite Rev.
tory needing a district representation
these were the ones.” Willlam Hamilton, of the Otoe and

Mr. Decatur, in arguing his case as |Omaha mission, to act in that office.

contestant for the seat of Mr. Popple- ,I,ch':;:e'.. no}t{ ”;Fte“' P:::r‘;‘:;;e dth::
ton in the house. January 31, is quoted oy amiiton Al h
as saying that “In the original organ- |Cheplain, but the record shows that
ization of Omaha county, now recog- Mr. Gage actually served a part of
nized as Douglas county. there were the time in the council and also in
two greparate and distinet distriets.” the house.

A determined fight was at once be-
The inference from this is that dur-
ing the negotiations, or cross-bidding|&un by the anti-Omaha members in

. |favor of contestants against those
23‘::; nhyB E}“};!::&or‘%im?'a‘h;; (LO::' who had received certificates of elec-
at first intimated or agreed that in|'lon from the governor. Archie

Handley of Forney county contested
the first organization Omaha City and
Bellevue should be kept apart in dis- |the geat of Wood, Benjamin Winches-

ter of Washington contested against
;}I:c:‘:l;:%rlg;;n;:d‘;l:fa::u:ftyng::l.t: Arnold, and J. Sterling Morton and
And so Mr, Decatur charges thnt: Stephen Decatur of Bellevue against
while the Nebraska bill makes it ob- gf g'm:’::m“t"" and Willlam Clancy
ligatory upon the acting governor to :
8o district the county that each neigh- | On the 17th, Decker of Plerce of-
borhood should be represented, Belle- |féréd & resolution for the appointment
vue i{s unrepresented. of a committee of three “to examine
By the governor's tactics. however, |!he certificates of members of the
Bellevue was thrown into the Omaha |N0US€, and to inveséigate the claims
district where her hostile vote was ©f those contesting seats.” which was
safely swallowed. But Bellevue voted rojer-t(;ad. On the 241“1 ,.l!‘:r' l;?p!?leton
for a distinct set of legislative candi- Moveéd to amend rule 53, which was

o8 hle similar to Decker's resolution, so as
?natt::q;at?:(:l I:::ﬁ t::“:‘l;‘m_‘:ly' ote 18 an to restriet the duty of the committee

Bellevne, determined to emphasize |OD privileges and elections “to exam-
to the utmost her distance from hnr'“w and report upon the certificates
northern rival, threw most of her vote |9f €lection of the members returned

to serve in this house.” The opposi-

; 88 to a resi t
;‘;rtg‘:Pff::,mﬁr:“(}:nné:.:nnnaha M‘ina(:::::-l ||1nn exhausted all their parliamentary
—Napoleon B. Giddines—while Omaha |TeS0Urces against the passage of the
voted for Hadlev D. Johnson. actnally i€, but it was finally adopted by a

: . i soly VOte of 13 to 12, This was an ap-
u{:; g,:.‘.:?‘:'_l PGS it papsirictively proximate division of the Omaha and

I The Bellevus candldates ‘contestsd anti-Omaha forces on the capital ques.

ather attemnted to niast the tflon. It is interesting to note that
or r fORTEY ® this violent measure was supported
qenpts of the Omaha ecandidates.—whn pp

by the same members, who, with the
had of course recelved certificates of | qqaition of Robertson of Burt, two
election from Governor Cumine n

_ . days later, passed the bill locating
the council they made a test of A, W, the capital at Omaha. The Palladium

sounds this note of disgust and de-
spair:

“Governor Cuming's appointees hav-
ing the majority and being reluctant
to have their clalms investigated, yes-
terday they made it a rule of the
{house that Cuming's certificates were
the only evidence which had a right
to come before the house in the mat-
ter. And this in Nebraska, and en.
acted by the very men who are so
loud In their praises of popular sov-

|chosen chief clerk over Mr. Isaac R.
| Alden, the temporarv clerk, who, he.
ing from Washineton county and
Florence, presumably was not gonnd
on the capital anestion: O. F. Take
was chosen nssiatant clerk, 8. A, .ow.
Ig, sergeant.at-arme and N, R, ¥Fal
som, doorkeener, Then Mr. Mitehell
offerad a resolution “that a committee
of three be avppointed to Investigate
the claims of A. W. Hollister of Doug-
las county to a seat in this hody”
which on motion of Richardson of

Douglas was tehled. A similar reso-|ereignty! Oh! Shame! where is thy
Intion on hehalf of B. Y. Shelley of blush?”
Burt county who, according to the TO BE CONTINUED

returns, had received 25 votes agalnst
32 for Folsom, the sitting member,
met with similar treatment. An at-

(No, 28)

First Chauffeur—Gimme a chew,
Bil.

Second Chauffeur—Sure. Take one
out o' my spark-plug.

The 8ecret of Roosevelt's Power.

“Theodore Roosevelt i8 no braver
than many another man, who has fall-
en in struggle against Mammon, but
he hag the moral visvon. It is often
more difficult to know the right than
to do it. A broader education than
any mau has Dbrought to the White
House since Jefferson's day, a life
unstained by vice of any kind, a clean
mind and a boyish heart, simple, con-
fiding. and just, have combined to keep
Theodore Roosevelt's faith in God and
his bellef In the common honesty of
the comnmon man unseared. And when
a man has these two convictions
welded into his soul, he plays no tricks,
lays no ambushes, relles on no strat-
ezy, bul, seeing his duty, goes to it
joyously, bravely, and with wise di-
rection and simplicity. Roosevelt is
not leading a double life, as his ene-
mies secretly belleve, He will not be
found out; hecause there is nothing te
find out., He is merely primitive. He
has the galety and optimism that be-
long*to youth, and yvouth is not a mere
physical adolescence; it is that state of
soul which men Keep so long as they
have not smudged their ideals and
trifled with their consciences, One
may be a boy at elghty, or a man at
fifteen. Dut whoever has youth, has
faith, and given wisdom with faith,
strength and conrage are but the other
side of the shield, Perhaps that is the
meaning of the prophecy: “And a lit-
tle child shall lead them."—McClure's.

Logs of Mamorv.

“Now, Mr. Jones,"” sald the lawyer
to the defendant in one of the Stand-
ard Oil investigation cases, “vou say
you were the president of the Sky-
light Oil Company?"

“Yes, sir.”

“Who was back of the company?”

“l cannot remember."”

“T'o whom did you make reports?”

“It has slipped my mind."”

“Didn’t you know all the time that
it was a branch of the Standard?"

“I can't remember whether I did or
not."”

“Didn’t you ever receive
tions from the Standerd?™

“T can’t recall.”

“But did yvou regard the Skylight as
an independent company*"

“If T did or din ot it has slipped my
mind.”

instrue-

“You have a very
haven't you?"

“1 can't remember whelher I have
or not."

“Mr. Blank,” continued the lawyer,
“do you remember whether vou had a
tather and mother or not?"

“It seems as if 1 had, but T wouldn't
want to be positive on that point.”

“Well, here's another: “Are vou a
hall fool or were you bribed to forget
things?"

“1 can't say, sir. I ean never remem-
ber anything unless T write it down.

mind,

slippery

thing that's happened in the last
hundred years, but 1 was born with a
weak memory. I had an umbrella
when 1 came into court, but I have
forgotten what I did with it and shall
never gee it again.”

Joe Kerr,

Cultivate the herbs of character and
uproot the weeds.

Sorry, sir, I'd like (0 remember every- |

Wanted, a Jap.

*“Do you supply Japanese servant
girls here?” anxiously inquired the old
lady at the intelligence office. :

“No, madam,” was the reply. “Therg
are no Japanese servant girls to be
had.”

“Then could I get a Japanese man
to do general housework?”

“I have none on the books. Wouldn't
a German or Norweglan girl sult
you?”

“No-0."

“l have geveral
girls.”

“But I wanted a Japanese.”

"Sorry, ma'am. You might come in
8 few days from now.”

Three or four days passed and the
old lady made her appearance again
to say:

Scotch and Irish

—

“I hope you have got a real nice
Japanese man servant for me.”

“Sorry to say, I haven't,”” was the
answer. “Perhaps I could get you a
Chinamun."

“No, he wouldn't do.”

“You seem very particular, ma'am.”

“Yes, 1 suppose 1 do, but, you see,
the matter is just like this: I have
been reading the newspapers.”

“Well?"

“And they say we are going to have
war with Japan.”

“I hope not.”

“8o do 1. You see, I have a summer
residence on the Pacific Coast. If I
had a Jap in my employ and war broke
out I'd ask him to please ask his gov-
ernment not to bombard my summer
house and knock the copola off and
break all the windows, and I guess
they'd be kind enough not to do it'"”

Joe Kerr.

New Kind of Eraser.

The late Dr. Henry Martyn Field
some years ago related at a Willlams
alumnl dinner a rather amusing inci-
dent of his freshman days at college.
Being only 12 years old when he en-
tered, he had not reached the point
where the natural friction between the
big boy and the small boy ceases, and
he was at particular feud with one of
his fellows, a stalwart country youth
from the farm. One day young Field
went early to the classroom and put
upon the blackboard « very exasperat-
ing caricature of his enemy, with his
name beneath, When the aggrieved
party saw what had been done he sald
not a word, but catching up his youth-
ful tormentor he used him as an eras-
er, and after rubbing out the offensive
pleture quietly took his seat.

Intolerable

As every one knows, the great Von
Moltke never wasted words and de-
gpised anything that approached gar-
rulity in others. German army offi-
cers are fond of telling an anecdote
fllustrative of this pecullarity:

Von Moltke was leaving Berlin on a
rallway journey. Just before the train
pulled out of the station a captain of
hussars entered the general’s compart-
ment and recognizing him, saluted
with, “Guten Morgen, Excellenz!"

Two hours later the train slowed up
at a way station. The captain rose,
saluted, and with another “Guten Mor-
gen, Excellenz,” left the train.

Turning to one of his companions,
Von Moltke said, with an expression
of the greatest disgust. “Intolerable
egas-bag!"—Harper's Weekly.

Hurts Trade.

“It 18 a fact that that fool expres
slon about handing people a lemon i1
hurting the lemon trade,"” sald a gro-
cer. “People who really want to buy
lemons are afraid to ask for them
There was o women in here this wnorn-
ing who hung around for quite a while
after making her purchases as If she
wanted something else, but she finally
went away without buying anything
By and by her little boy came in and
bought a lemon. He sald his mother
had intended to get it. but she was
ashamed to ask for it. = There are
plenty of other people in the same fix.
I.'lt will be a good thing for trade when
that idlotic saying becomes' a back
pumber.”




