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CHAPTER XVILL

M. Vandeloup slept the sleep of e
fant, and next morning, after moking his
inguiries nfter the health of  Madame
Midax, he went into Ballarat in search
of Plerrs, On arriving at the Wattle
Tree otel he was rveceived by  Miss
Twexhy in dignified silence, for that as
tute damsel was beginning to regard the
fascinating Frenclupan as o young man
who talked u great deal and meant noth
fug.

He was audacious enough to win her
hear! and then brenk it, so Miss Twoxby
thought the wisest thing would be to keep
him st & distance. So Vandeloup's bright
winiles und moerry jokes failed to eall forth
any respouse from fair Marths, who sat
wllently in the bar, looking like u crahbed

#phinx. .
“Is my [riend Plevre in?" asked Van
deloup, leaniug neross the eounter, and

Jooking lovingly at Miss Twexhy,

The ludy intimated coldly that he wns
in, and hind been for the last two weeks
also that she was gick of him, and she'd
thank M. Vandeloup to elear him out
all of which nmused Vandeloup mightily,
though he wtill continued to smile coolly
on the sour-faced damsel before him.,

Gaston, however, falled to persunde
Pierre to accompany him round to buy an
outfit. For the domb man lny on his
bed, and obstinately refosed to move oul
of the room. He, however, noguleseed sl
Jenly when hix friend wold him he was
guing to Melbourne, w0 Véndelgup leit
the room, having first secured  Plerre's
knife, and locked the door after him, and
then =allied forth to buy his shipwrecked |
friend a box and some clothes,

In the afternocon Vandelonp went 1o
the lake and espied a little ligure o
while, nund seeing that it was Kitty, he
strolled up o her in a leisarely manner,
Bhe was looking at the ground when he
caume up, and was prodding holes in the
gpongy turf with her umbrella, but glane
ed up earelessly ns he came veir.  Then
e sprang up with a ery of joy, and
throwing her arms around his neck, she
kissed him twice,

“I haven't seen you for ages' said
Kitty, putting tier arm in his as they sal
down. "1 just enme up here for a week,
and did not think 1'd see you."

“The meeting was quite accidental, 1
know," replied Gaston, leanlng back Inz
ily: “but none the less pleasant on that
account, Wouldu't you like to Ieave
Papa and lead a jollfer life?” asked Tan-
deloup, artfully, “in Melbourne for in.
stance.”

“I 1 don't know,'
ng down,

“But I do, Bebe,” whisgercd Gaston,
putting his arms round her waist; “you
wonld like to come with me.”

“Why? Are you going?" crisd Kilty,
in dizsmay.

“I think 1 spoke about this before,” he
said. "1 never say anything 1 do not
mwean,” answered Vandeloup, with the
ready lie on his lips in & moment: “and
1 have got letters from Franee with
moucy, so [ to leave the Pac
tolus.”

“And me?" said Kitty, tearfully,

“That depends upon yourself, HRebe,”
be said rapidly, pressing her burning clieck
sgainst bis own; “your father would nev-
& consent to wmy marriage and 1 ecan't
take you away from Ballarat without sus
plcions, wo-—-"

» “Yes?" sald Kitty, eagerly, looking st
him.

“You must run away," he whispered,
with o caressing smile,

“Alope?"

“For a time, yea" he answered ; “lisien
s—uext week You must meet e here, and
I will Kive you mouoy (o keep vou in
Melbourne for seme time (then yvou must
beave Ballarat ut once and winit for nu
at the Butteroup Hatel  in Geptrode
ptreet, Carlton . you understand?”

TUYes,® fulteved Kioy, nervonsly -
1 unerstand.” <

l‘:*ud you Wil come™ L asked anx
bously, tooking kecnly at her, and pross
ng 3],.. little hiund he held in his own,

“Yea,'" she whispered, clinging to hum
with dry lips and n beating hearet; 1
will come!”  Then bher ovevstralned na-
aye way, and with a burst of tears
bhe threw herself on his breas,.

“My deir Bebe,” said Vandeloup, kiss
fug her white cheek, “you must go home
pow, and get a Mrtle sleep ; it will do you

"

she faltered, look

g

v “Bui youd" asked Kitty,. ino a low
woice, s they walked slowly along,

“Oh, 1.7 sald M., Vandeloup, airily: 1
wm going to the Wattle Tree Hotel to
see wny friend Pierre off to Melbowrne,”

“You ure now on your own pesponsi
bility, my friend,” said  Vaudeloup 1o
Piesre, as he stood at the window of the
‘nilway  carveiage; “for we must  plrt,
rnonxh long together have we been,  1Per-
ape | will xee you in Melbogrne: if 1
8o you will find I have not forgotten vhe
;ug," nnd, with & significant look nt the
fumb wan, Vandeloup, lounged slowly
away. \

The whistle blew shrilly, the last good-
bys were spoken, the guard shouted “All
pboerd for Melbourne,” and shut nll the
Boors, theu, with apother shrick and puff
of white steam, the train, like u long,
lithe werpent, glided into the raiu and
darkoess with its human freight,

“At lust I bave rid myself of this dead
welght," waid Vandeloup, as lhe drove
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i salisfjed,

| nlong the wet atreeis to Cralg's Hotel, I
where e Intended to stay for the night,
“and onn now shapes my own fortune,

Pierre is gone, Bebe will soon (ollow, and
now | must look after myself

. L . L] L] - -

Kitty lelt a note saying slie was going
down teo Melbourne to appedr on the
stauge, Monnwhile, the man whe was the
primary cause of all this troable was
working in the office of the Paciolas claim
with a Jight heart and cool hewl.  Gaston
had really mannged to get Kitly away
in a very clever manner, inasmuch as he
never appearsd publicly o be coneerned
in it bt directed the wliole hinsiness se
eretly,  HMe bhad given Kitty safficient
money 1o keep her awny for some months
In Melbourne, as he was in doubt when he
conld Ieave the I"actolus without being
stispected of being concerned in her dis
appenraner,  He also told Ler what day
to leave, and all that day stayed ot the
mine working ai his acceonnis, and aflter-
ward spent thké evening very pleasantly
with Madame Midas, Next day Mcelotosh
went into Ballarat on business, and on
returning from the city, where he had
heard all abont it, he snw Vandeloap come
out of the ofice, and drew up In the trap
beside the young man,

“Aha, Monsieur,” sadd Vaondeloop
shooting a keen glanee at Archie;
have had a pleasant day.”

“Mayltwe ves, mayhe no!' returned Me
Intesh, enutiously, fiubling (2 the bag;
“there's nothing much in the town, but
I've gotten a letter or g0 from France,”

“For me?" eried Yandeloup engerly,
holding out his hands,

“An' for who elge would it he’" grum
hlisel Arche, Biving the letter 1o Wim a
thin, foreign looking envelope with
Parisinn postmark on it; “did ye think
it wans for that  blackavised  friend o
vourst'’

"Hardly " returned
ing ot the letter with satisfoaction, amd
puttbng 0t in his pocket. “Pierre couldn't
write himself, and I doubt very much if
he had noy friends who eonld - not that
I kunew his friends,” he said, hastily eateh
ing sight of Mclntosh's severe face bent
inguiringly on him.

Muodame Midas was very wmuch grieved
al the news of Kitty's escapade, partien
Inrly as she could not see what motive
she had for rununing nway, and, morcover
trembled to think of the temptations the
innocent girl would be exposad to o the
metropolin.  After tea, she spoke to Van-
deloup on the subject, T'he young French-
man was seated al the piano in the dark-
ness, striking a few random chords, while
Madame was by the fire in the armchair,
It was quite dark, with only the rosy
glow of the tire shining through the room.
Mrs. Villiers folt uneasy; was it likely
that Vandeloup could have noy connection
with Kitty's disappearance? Linpossible !
he had given her his word of honor, and
yel—it was very strange.  Mrs., Villlers
was noi, by auy means, a tmid woman,
w0 she determined to ask Gasion right out,
and get a decided ausyor from him, so ax
to et her mind at rest,

“M. Vandeloup,” she snid, In her clear
voice, “will you kindly come bere for a
woment

“Certainly, Madameo,” suid Gaston, ris
ing with alacrity from the pisno, and
coming to the fiveside ; “is there anything
I can do¥"

“Yon have heard of Miss Marcdhurst's
disappearance ™’ she asked, looking up at
him,

“Yes, Madame” he
calm, even tones,

“o you remember the day 1 introdoced
e to you and you gave me your word
of honor youn wonld pot tey to tnen her
head ¥ parsued Madame, Tookitg ut him
“haye you kept your word!?”

“Muadame,” sald Vandeloup, gravely, 1
give you my word of honor that 1 bhave
always tremted Mlle. Kitty as a child and
your friend, 1 did not know that she
had gone antil 1 was told, and whatever
happens o her 1 can safely say ihat i
wis not Gaston Vawmleloup's fault,”

An sdmirable
feature of his faee moved, not g slngle
devintion from the calmpess of his speech

not a guickening of the pulse, wor th
rushe of betraying blood o his fair face
ot 0 Madume withdeew  her exes quit
M. Vaudeloup was the soul of

gnily,
“you

the

Vandeloup, glan

atiswered, in his

i]uihl]"

“A. Vandeloap,” snld Madame sudden
Iy, alter they had been chatting for a few
moments, “one thing you wmust do for moe
in Melbourne™

1 oowill do anything you
Vandeoup, gravely

“Ihen,” said Madume, earnestly. rising
and looklug him in the face, “you must
find Kitty and seud her hack to me.”

“Madame,” said Vandeloup, solemuly,
“it will be the purpose of my life ta re
store her to yvour arms,”

wish,"” sald

CHAI'TER. X1X

There was great dismay at (he Pacio-
lus mine when it became Kknown thal
Vandeloup was going to leave. The only
two who were unfeiguedly glad at Vande-
loup's departure were Seling and Mceln-
tosh, fur these two faithful hoaris had
soen with dizmay the influenee the French-
man was gradually gaiving over Madame
Midas.

For some time past Melntosh had not
bean satistied with the character of the

ground io which he had been working, so

actor, this man, hat :1!

abandoning the shalt he was then in, h
i

had apened up another gallery to the wi

nt right nuogles from the place where tle
fomous nugget had b found, The wash
was poor at fir but Melntosh  pors
viernd], |||1\'j|'|z an i inet that ’I" wWils an
the right track. A few weeks work proy
ol that he was right far the wash soon
becnme richer : and as they weny farther
on townrd the « there wng no douhbt
that the long-lo 1y vil's Lend had been
struek, This gave Madame Midas a wook
{ v ineome of one thousand one hundeed

jrtinds, 80 shie now began to s whnt a
wenlthy woman wis likely 1o be,
Vandeloup eongraidlated Madame M
das on heor lnck when he was going away,
and privately determined that he wanld
not lose sight of ber, ax, being a woealthy |
womnn, and having »a liking for him, she |
would be of great value, e went ta Bal- |
Inrat, and put up at the Wattle Tros |
Hotel, intending to etart for the metrop |
olis next morning, bot on his way, in |
orider o prepare Kitty for his coming, |
Rt a telegram for her, telling her the |
train he wounld arrive by, in order that |
she might ba at the station o meet him. |
After his dinner he suddenly recolloct- |
od that he still had the volome which Dr. |
Giollipeck had Jent him, %o, calling a cab,
he drove ta the pesidones of that ecoentrie
individunl to return . |
Wihien the servant announced M. Van
deloup, she pushed biin in and -llalllvuTy’
closed the door after
wig nfrald of some of
gelting away, I
"Good evening, doctor,” said \'umh-l-m;-.l
|
)
i

ner, as though she |
the doctor's ideaws !

inyviug the book down on the table at
whiech Gollipeek wax seated: “I've come !
ta return you this and say good-hy.”
“You read thi<?" he said, laying his
homd on the hook ; “good, eh?"
“Nery good, indied,” returned M. Van
deloup, smoothly . “so kind of vou to huve |

lent 1t to me—all those casies guoted were
kopown to e,
“The case of (ddele Blondst, for in

stance, ¢h?" asked the old man sharply. l

"Yos, I was present ot the trisl”™ re |.'
plied Yandeloup, quictly : “the prisoner. |
Oetave Braulard, was  convicted, |
demned to death, repricved and sent t
Noew Caledonia,*

"“'Ill'l'l? h-- 10w \."
quickly, looking at him.

l presumn -u_" rr-[il.‘n il \':Hu!-'fnlul_ laz
ily. “After the teinl 1 never bothered iy
head about him,”

“He poigsouecd Adels
doctor,

Yo" answernd  Vandeloup, leaning
forward and looking at Gollipeek,  “He!
found she was in love with an English
wnn, and poisoned her will find it
all in the book."”

"I does not wention the Englishman.”
sidd the doctor, thoughtfully tapping the
table with his hand,

“Nevertheless he was implicated in It |
bt went away from 'aris the duy Bran I.
lard was arrested,” answered Vandeloup, |
“The police tried to find him, but could |
not ; i they had it might have made somg |
difference to the prisoner.” '

“And the vame of this Englisliman ** |

*Let sald Vandeloup, lookin®
up reflectively; 'L almost forger it Kes. |
troke, or Westrike, some name like that,
He mast have been a very clever man to
have escaped the French poliee” |

“Ah, um!" said the doctor, rabbing
Lhis  nose:  “wvery  interesting  indeed; |
strunge case' :

“Nery,” assented M., Vandeloup, as
be arese 1o go, 1 must say gowl-by now,
doctor; but ' coming up to Ballarat on |
n visit shortly,”

“Al, hum! of

(il i}

\.‘li'l [;llllilﬂ'l k

Blonded,”" said thi

you

"
e see,

course,” replied Golli 1
peck, also vislng, “and we can have an-
other task over this book."” |

*That or any other ook you “kl‘.”!

said Vandeloup, with a glance of gurprise ;

“but 1 don't see why you are so much
tnken up with that volume; it's not a|
work of genius,” ;

UVl noe answered Gollipeck, look
ing at him; “still, it containg some excel:
lent cases of modern posoning.”

“So I saw when | read it returned |
Vandeloup, indifferently. “Goud-by," |
liolding out hix hamd, *or rather 1 should |
say au revoir,” sud Vandeloup walked
ont of the roowm with a gay smile, hum- |
nng a tune. l

“Ile is suspicions,” muttersd the young
an to himself, thoughtfaily ; “although |
he has nothing to go ou in connecting me |
with the ¢ase.  Rhould T use the poison
liere 1T muost be careful, for that map !
will be my worst envmy.” |

(T'o be continued,)

Cold Proposition,

Viee President Palvisiuks came down
the stireet thig morning in his thiest ecar
rlage. Me

Nt Brown

Jow, who was walking nlong Pifteenth

Hepresentitive

atreel,
“Get In, Browmlow,”
President, “awd 1
the capitol”
Brownlow

the YViee
will take yon up to

sald

happed 1In. They chatted
until at the vorner of Fifteeuth and k
streets, where the Viee IPresident haltod

the carriage o order 1o go into a store |

He left Brownlow In the carriage, |
Two or three Representatives, walk:
Ing to the capliol, came  along  and |

foud Brownlow there, sitting in $':lh-.3
“111, Brownlow,” sald of them |
“how about ehix¥ When did you wet &
turnouyt ke that, and wha! are ,\-utit
|

one

doing here?!

“Nothing,” Brownlow replivd, “Noth
ing aut all: werely getting a free ride
in the fep wagon™

- v

Nicknames of Stnigsmen,
The pickname with the British puh

lie for Balfour; lately premier, Is *Ml.s ;

Fanny,” and that for Joe Chamberlain
s “Manocle Joe.”

- — |

| of sand,
| diked up i oue pluce they will melt

-Ih-lpu Convaleseent.

One of the greatest pleasures you can
give a convalescent Is to #1t and gympa:
thize with bim while he tvlls you bow
sick he is

]Wllh what contempt must he be re
]unrdml Ly

P hitlan for sServioe to 1)

TOPICS OF THE TIMES.
A CHOICE SELECTION OF INTER-
ESTING ITEMS.

Comments and Criticigms Baged Upon
the thke Day- Hia*
torical and News Notea,

Happenings of

Artemus Ward was ahead of hls age

on spelling

The truth I8 1 name
fallacy that has surviveil

we glve 1o a

The youngest Civlil War veteran coer-
tulnly ls numerous cnough o form a
camp U he wants to.,

1t sounds odd to hear of o dictator

helug ecalled for o Kussiy, where the
vzar 18 o perpetual ddictator,

Loudon  ridicules  the
speliing.  All right It dovsn't seem
any more ridicnlons there than 1t does
hore,

president's

ellglous frecdom s g
OO0 In Russin Tl
advanced from 1600 {1
uround (700,

inted o 12,
cmpire huaa
somew Lhere

It 1= a shame thnt the enligted wan
of the Unliwl States army and navy is
not held in Lonor everywhere till the
guus begin to fire

Mr. Rockefeller suye we Amerfeans
hastle too much, We would be glad 1o
stop—but Mr. Rockefeller nesds the
noney and won't let us,

It I8 asserted that hazing i« WHRIIOW N

I Russlun colleges The <todents

| Work off thelr surplus energy In hazing

the pollce and other offiviale,
A Phlladelphla wonmn thrashed one
of her admwivers who 2ot ol

L Heense
o wed before she had heon informed.

Maral Fop the guestion first,

Fhere are people In the warld who
will be nnable 1o understand why Miss

(Krupp, with a fortuie of BT L0000,

didn’t
ding.

speid STOOCHL00 un ey

i

winl

The Pullman compuany declarves it
e gleeplng ears are hotels It dooes
not go so far., however, s to SUgrest
that Its porters shalj hereafior he
ferred to as ohamberinlds

it

Sir Froderlek Treves brings to light
A new canned meat grievanee

Hoe says
WwWe

Straln ar o gnat and swallow H
camel. That mysterions

[ottid chivk

en & probably camel,

A New Yorker gho four thoes at n
glrl without burting  her, and
Killed himselr with g single shot,
bow that marksmanship see
ortmmendable features,

then
Sone
ms o have

The Department of Comnmeree
Labor  estimates un
SADOM persons to
year,

nind

inmuigration of
this comntry this
The question as 1o whother re-
wrictlon resteiets seems to e nn apen
une,

An army otficer and his five children
Are living in New York on §ioa week,

the Pittsburg millionaires
who B0 1o New York to spend thejr vg-
catious,

Acvording to some of e sclentists,
Wamen are growing taller. 1f this
would keep them from growing stouter
after they reached middle tige It lsn't
lkely that many of them would worry
much over lhnlr-lm-ri-:m}ng length,

In a sermon to Yule men Rev. Lyman
Abbott suld : " Phe remdy for illl]!l;ifl'hll
evils Is a sabstitution of the ambition
for service for the ambition for aequlsl-
tion, It would be o gl plan to pnt
the golden rule up In our factorios,’
It ewployers

were  to. preach -

wir employes the

lutter would Rtrongly saspect the pros

ence of a selfish motive behind  the

preachment aid wanld be Hkely to sug
gest that

the employers teach by ex

Lample rather thuw by precept.

The nonvegetarian ol
jolee In the

i wun wil o
mowledge that the chivken

population of the Usnited Statos in 1900 ]

Wils
proaches

SO, aned mt present  ap
SILEAPTRRE LY Turkeys noam
bered more than G000, ducks more
than D.O000000 and  gease a8 quany,
though that seems an underestiinte for
peese, everything considered, The yvear-
l¥ consamption of chickens s more
than J00,000,000, though not g Tfew, it
appears, are carrvied over from yesr to
vear dofinitely In cold storage for the
ultimate benefit of the hapless boarder
—— — o —

News that the Colorado River has
niore  beetr returned to s old
chanuel, thus stopping the flooding of
the Balton sink. is lmportant If trae.
The same Intelligence s been heard
before, but the event has proved that
the flver wus <t bevowd coutrol. ‘The
difleulty Is that the viver's bunks are
and though  they  may e

e

away in another, The elnk I8 pelow
the level of the river, and thus when-
pver a slight bresk ovcurs the tendency

]ur water to run down hill widens the
breach, We shall be juterested to know
|thn: the englneers really have fettered
the Colorado, but we shnll not be great
ii_\r gurprigsed to discover that thel?
‘_11“-1'1.:1‘1-“ was premature.

| In a sermon to Yale men the Hev,
Lyman Abbott sald: “The remedy [or
ih]‘;l'l_u!;-‘:l] s is 0 =ibetitution of tha
fambMtion for service for the ambition
of acquisition” surely Al it
fs the only remaedy We nesd Lo
learn  over wand gver  thint L
cannot  be  made  good by
lntion, that soclety cannot he redecmed
by law, nor by invention, nor by thrift.
It mmtters not what provalls
'\\'Iu-t]u-r It ig competition or combina
tlon, or whal the good or HI of
the world depends upon the good or (1
that I1s in wen and women,  If the dm
bition of a man Is to get out of fhe
world all he ean get. rother than to
put into the world all he can give, then
It natters Hitle what system of govern-
ment he lves under.  He i of no nse
In helping to remedy e We some-
thmes tlk whh pride of our elvillza-
tion,  We point to the material better-
ment of conditions,  We get into a
glow in telling of the progress of In-
vention, of theift and prosperity, of the
perfecting of nstitutions, Huat as Gu-
201 obgerves Ruch a pointing  with
pride puts clvillzatlon on o plane lttle
abhove that of the ant hill and the bhee
hive, The ant aud the bhee communi-
tles slfow thrift amd obey law and or-
der.,  What we have of civilization to-
day s because of the seryvice of noble
men and women rendered 1o the race,
Lymun Abbott is vight.  P'ut the ams
bitlon for service in the heavis of men,
Instead  of  the mubition to aequire
money. and you have solved the prob-
lem of industrinl ills,  Moreover: So
clety has o great reward which it re
serves for publle service rendered. Call
the roll of the men honored in polities
to-day, “They are the men whose ambil-
tion Ir b= to serve,  And as in polities,
g0 in all other callings:  The world
needs, wants ot rewards ol ambition
to rewder it service,

1
10Z 1N

system

not

Many abises in publie e have of
Inte bheen exposed, amd many men have
entered the battle agninst them.  lm-
mediately “reform™  becomes nooealeli-
word.  Not all the reformers
give convineing ovidence that reform
st follow the adoption of the mens-

sincere

ures they advocate, atd many who
pose as reformers are nelther compes-
tent nor sineere clinuplons  of  good

canses,  ‘T'he routing of great publie
evils = usaally accomplished by many
persons working together, or by a few

persons who labor patiently for many

voars,  Single, sudden acis of legisin-
tion. the election of a “reform™ enndi-

dite, the defeat of oue group of cur-
rupt men -none of these s sufficient to
solve permanently any of the  groat
dihenlties.  Conversely, the dofeat of
n reform candidate here and there esd
not hring despair to honest bearts, for
the fallure of o single campalgn does
not mean defeat of the forces for good.
They go on, slowly. persistently, and
in the end mount above the forces of
darkness, The reform of abuses whicl
the American colonles saffered was not
fachicved by the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, nor yvet by the successful
War of Revolution, but by the slow es
tablishment of the nation and by the
uprightness in public life which prov.
ed that America could walk  better
alone.  Slavery was not abolislisd by
abolitionists, nor by a stroke of Lin
colo’s pen; the Emancipation Procla-
mutlon wmerely marked the moment
when the nation had outgrown ap evil
Great leaders and great deeds stand
out descervedly In the story of the
world's improvement, but It ig the an
lon of humble followers, the nggirogate
of undistinguished decds which has ac
complished reform.  Every citizen who
does Lis best = o lving part of every

real reform wovement, eyen it he s

| vight ac?log and
[wmpl,  He is

not reulize his partielpation.  He helos
right thinking to tr

likee the stoker n the

||II'|-YH\- uf the manofavar, who does not

witness the #triking of the  enemy's

Ceolors, bt by dolnz his work well has
eonteibuted hig share o the vietory

Schoal for Mistresses,

1, in the Unlted States, along with
i training for professtonal do
westle servants, thore could be a train
g schiool for mistresse<, which swouid
stand for uniform methods of householil
waork, wonld regulute wages and hours
of work, would educate the honsekeep
ers upon the subject of giviag trachinl
recommendation, and last, but by o
means least, would emphasize the
pertinence of sttempting to regulate (e
mald’s life down to the minutest detail,
as ls so frequently done by the well
meaning but misgulded women, peaes,
in time, would take the plico of present
sirife~ M, R, Cranston, In
TR

<ithion]

the Cratis-

I nder Water,

“You see” sald sublmhs, LY | lq;!i‘lb]
the property for a truck farm, ban |
wits Dadly swindld.”

“Can't

ETOow  auything on it, oy
ukhed Cithman,
“Well, 1 might grow fish on It 12 [

only knew bow."—1'hiladelphin Fress




