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Madame Midas

Dy Fergus Hume

CHAPTEIRR NV (Continued. )

Blivers was jusi going out to seek him
when the door of his office was vielently
pwung open, and o tall, raw-e qed femnale
entered in a bonnet placed askew on her
vough haie, This lndy banged on Slvers’
able a hube umbrella  und demandsl
where Villlers was,

#I don't know,” snapped
cously, “how should 17"

“Don’t sneer al e, you woden-legged
mouster,” cried the virago, with another
bang of the umbrella, which raised sueh
a dloud of dust that it nearly made Slivers
aneere his head off. “lle ain't been home
all night, and you're been leading hll!l
into bad habits, you cork-armed libertine”

“Hasu't been hote all night, eh 7" snid
Rivers, sitting up quickly, while Tilly
vetired to the firepdnce and tried to con
oeal himself up the chimney. “May 1
ask who you are?”

“You may,” said the angry lady, fold
ing her armx and holding the umbrella in
such an awkward manner that she nearly
poked Slivers' remuining eye out. “1'm
hbie landlady, Matilda Clieedle in my name,
and 1 don't eare who knows it."”

“It's not & pretty name,” snarled Sliv-
ers. “Neither are you. What do you
wean by banging into my office like an
tomane giraffe ™ thix in allusion to Mrs
Cheedle’'s height.

“Oh, go on! go on!" said that lady de
fantly. “I've heard it all before; I'm
amed to it: but here I sit ontil youm tell
me where my Jodger ig;" and suiting the
action to the word, Mrs. Checdle sat down
dn a clmir with such a bang that Billy
gave a screcch of alarm and said,
“Plekles !

“I'1 have a look round, and o 1 #ee
him 'l send him home" sald Slivers,
rislug to intimate the interview was al
an end.

Slhivers Vi
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“Not n «ight of him,” rephisd DBarty
“hat, 1 say, why all this thasness?""
“I'1) tell you after you have answered

my questions,” retorted Shivoers, rudely,
“at I'm pet asking out of curiosity

' Dusiness,"

“Well, go on; 1I'll answer.”

“Who else was with you and Villiers
on that night?" asked Blivers in n mnag-
isterial kind of manner.

“A French fellow ealled Vaowdeloup”

“Nandeloup ! echoed Slivers in sur-
prise; “oh, indewd! what was he doing?”

“Bojoying himsell,” replied Darty, cool-

Iv: “he eame into the theater and Vil
liersn Introducsd Wm to me: then Mr.
Wopples asked nx all to supper.”

“What time did Vandeloup leave ™" ask-

vd Nlivers.

“He stayed all night in town.”

“Oh!" ejaculated Slivers in an excited
manuer, deamming on the table with his
fingers. "“"Where did he stay?

“At the Wattle Tree Hotel”

Nlivers mentally made a note of this,
and determined to go there apd find out
nt what time Vandeloup bad come home
on the night in question, for this suspi-
cious old man bad now got it into his
head that Vandeloup was in some way
responsible for Villlers' disappearance.

“"Where did Villiers say he wns guing
when he left you " he nsked.

“Stranight home,"

“Humph! Well, bhe didn't 2o home at
all,  What's become of him? Men don't
disappear in this mwyaterions way with-
out some reason,  He's been murdered

“I say ! ejaculated Barty, jumping ap
from his chnir in alarm ; “you're going too
tar, old chap”

“I'm going further,” retorted Slivers,
rising from his clnir and stumping up
and down the reom: “'m going to find
out who did it. and then 1’1 griond ler

i ; to powder, ' twist her neck off, curse
“We re) con (o, sinid the » \ ’
wid{‘:;'ryrin‘i‘l::. “:-I::tl ll:i;lll n‘t':mm and 1’0 | her
sneak o Wim. And  perhaps” with al Is it 0 woman?’ nsked Barty, who

bashful glanee, “you wouldn't mind scelng
me up the street a short way, ns 'm alone
and unprotected.”

“Quuff I retorted Slivers, ungraciously,
Mhere's plenty of light, and you are big
enough to look aftér yoursell."

At this Mrs. Cheedle snorted londly like
& war horse, and flounced oul of the office
in » rage, after informing Blivers in a
Soud voice that he was a selfish, cork<yed
little viper.

When she had gone Slivers locked np
bis office and sallied forth to find the misy
ing Villiers, but though he went all over
town to that gentleman's favorite haunts,
he could see nothing of him; and on mak-
ing inquiries heard that he bad not been
seen in Ballarat all day.

This was so contrary to Villiers' gen
eral habits that Slivers became suspicious,
and a¥ he walked home thinking over the
subject he eame to the conclusion there
was something up.

“1¢," sald Blivers, pausing on the pave-
ment and addresing a street lamp, “he
doesn't turn up to-morrow 1'll have n
Jook for him again. If that don’t do I'll
tell the police, and I shouldn't wonder,”
went on Slivers, musxingly, “I shouldn’t
wonder if they enlled on Madnme Midug"”
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CHAPFI'ER XVI.

Slivers was puzzled over Villiers' disap
pearance, so he determined to go in search
of evidence agninst Madame Midas,
though for what reason bhe wanied vvi
dence against her no one but himeelf
knew.

Thé reason he had for turning detec
tlve was simply this: It soon beeam
known that Madame Midas had been rob
Ped by her husband of the fumous nug
get, and groat was the indignation of
everyone aguinst Mr. Villiers.

Slivers waylaid Barty and asked !|':'|||;

to drop into his office with a view of
ginding out from him all the events of
that night,

“It's very kind of you to come and
talk to an old chap like me," said Slivers,
dn as amiable n tone as he could eom-

mand. “You're such a gay young fvl-
low.”
Barty nckpowledged modestly that he

was gay, but that he owed certain dutles
to society, and had to be mildly social

»And so haudsome!" croaked Slivers,
winking with his one eye at Billy, who
sat on. the table, O, he's all there,
min't he, Billy?”

Billy, however, did not agree o this,
and merely obseryed “Plekles' in a dis
belleving manuner.

Barty felt rather overcome by this
praise, and blushed in a modest way, bul
felt that he could not return the compli-
ment with any degree of truth, as Slivers
was ot handsome, neisher was he all
there.

Slivers, whe had thus galned the good
wrill of the young man by flattery, plunged

" futo the subject of Villiers' disappearance,

“] wonder what's become of Villiers,"
be sald, artfully.

“I'm sure 1 don't know,"” said Barty is
a languid, used-up sort of voice, ~ *1
Baven't seen him since last Monday
week.”

“Where didl you leave him om that

Y asked Blivers,

At the corner of Sturt and Lydiard
atroety, early in the morning, wbout 2
o'chock, 1 think.”

*4md you mever saw bim after that!”

npow beganu to think of making a retreat,
for Slivers, with his one eye blazing, and
his cork arm swinging rapldly 1o and fro,
was not a pleasant object to contemplate.

“That's what 1 want to find out,” re
plisd Slivers, sulkily, going back to his
chair.

“Well," sald Barty, going to the door,
“I'm late for wy engagement ; ta, ta, ofd
chap, | hope you'll drop on the he or she
yvou're looking for: but you're quite
wrong. Villiers has bolted with the nug-
get, and that's a fact, sir,” and with an
niry wave of his hand Barty went out,
leaving Slivers in anything but n pleas-
ANt temper,

“Bah! you peacock,” eriad this wicked
old mun, banging his wooden leg agains
the table, “you eyeglass idiot- - vou brain-
less puppy —1'm wrong, am 17 We'll see
about that. I've found out all 1 want
from von, apd U'll track her down, and
put her in jail, and hang her--hang her
till she's as dead as a door nail.”

Huving given vent to this pleasant sen-
timent, Bllvers put on hiz hat, and, tak
ing hin stick, walked out of his office, but
not before Billy suw his Intention and
climbed np to hix aceustomed place on the
old man's shoulder,

pel-
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CHADI'TER XVII.

It was some time before Mrs. Villiers
recovered from the shock caused by her
etvounter with her husband.  The blow
he had struck her on the side of the head
turned out to be more serious than was
nd first anticipated, sod Relina  deemed
it advisable that a doctor should he called
in. 8o Archie wont to Ballarat, and re-
turned to the Pactolus with De. Golli-
pei, who soon verified the adage that ap
pearanees are deceptive by bringing Mad-
wme Midax back to health in o wonder.
| fully short space of thine, She was now
convileseent, and, seated in the armehal
I by the window, looked dreamily  at the
landscape. 8he wae thinking of her lhius
band, and in what manner he would an-
noy her next; but she half thought that
having got the sugget e wonld now leave
]l"r ﬂ]nlll'.

Une result of Madame's illness was that
M. Vandelonp had met Dr. Gollipeck, and
the two, though apparently diz<imilar in
both eharacter and appearance, had heen
attracted to one another by a liking which
they had in common, This was the studs
of toxicology, a science at whioh the wo-
centrie old man had spent a lifetime, - e
found Vandeloup a cotgenial spirit, for
the voung Frenchman had a wonderful
liking for the uncanny subject : but there
was a difference in the aims of both men,
Gollipeck being drawn to the siudy of
poisons from a pure love of the subject,
wherens Vandeloup wanted to find out the
secrets of toxicology for his own ends,

Wearied of the dull routine of the of
fice work, Vandeloup was taking a walk
in the meadows which surrounded the
Puctolus, when he saw Dr. Gollipeck shuf-
fling along the dusty white road from the
rallway station,

vGood-day, Monsleur le Medacin,” said
Vandeloup, geily, as he came up to the
old man. “How goes the great work 7"

“Capitally.” returned the doctor, with a
complacent smile ; “just finished Catherine
de Medici'—wonderful woman, sir-—qguite
a mistress of the art of poisoning.”

*Huwmph " returned Vandeloup,
thoughtfully, “I do net agree with you
there: (L was bher so-called astrologer,
Roggieri, who prepared sl her potions.

\

| Catherine oorininl T the nWwWaer, bt
Ruggieri  possessol Hente—a YTy
fair division of it i gerting rid of
pros ke 1 s i Vil myve you
pot there ¥ podd) irele o lnrge ook
hich Gollipeck | uneler his arm
“For voun™ anss P the wther, taking
il ook «lowl s nrn ]
! LEl i L] i |
“houk  wou," . Vandeloup, faking
henvy volume anid looking at th ;
“Frineh, | see! I’ ure 1t will b pleas
nnpt r ‘ll[lll;:.“
When hie was go e mocking smile
habitual 1o Vamdelo A coniennee
fuded nway, and b face aasumed a
thonghtfnl  expression He opened the
hook and turned over the leaves rapidly, |

but without finding what he was in weareh
of With an uneaxy laugh he shat the |
volume with a sonp and put 10 onder his |
Arm ngnin,

“Me's an enigma
ring to the doctor
anvthing, The cas
but 1 doubt if oven
harbarous name oo
deloup of Ballara!
of Paris,

His face reassuied ite usual gay look, |
and he walked into the house and found
Madame Midas soated in her arm chair
near the window looking pale and ill,
while Archie was walking up and down
in an excited maner, nnd talking volubly
in broad Beotch. As to Dr. Gollipeck,
that eccentrie individunl was standing in
front of the fire in an abstract~l manner,
Neling was in anotlier room getting A
drink for Madame, nnd as Vandelonp en-
tered she eame back with it

“Gaood day, Madime,” said the French-
muy, advancing to the table, and putting
hin hat and the book down on it. “How
are you to<day?"”

“RBotter, much better, thank you,” said
Madame, with a fuiut smile® “the doctor
asures me [ shall be quite well in a weel," |

“With perfect rest and quiet, of course.”
interposed Gollipeck, sitting down,

“Whielh Madame does not seem likely
to get,” observed Vandeloup, dreyly. with
a glance at Melntosh, who was still pac
ing up nud down the room with an ex-
prigsion of wrath on his severe faov,

(O, ay,"” said that gentleman, stop-
ping in front of Vaundeloup, with a tine
expression of scorn, “IDo you know
what's the matter wi' me?"

“Not being in your confidence,”
(iaston, smoothly,
| )

“It's just that Peter o vours," said
Archie, with a snort , "u poor wicked up
bagtized child o' Butan,” |

“Archie "™ interposed  Madame, with |
sOIe severiiy. !

“Your pardon’s begzed, mem."” said Ar-|
chie, sourly turning to her, “but as for
thal 'eter body, the salots keep me hand
from itching to give him ape on the head,
when 1 think o' him.”

“*What's he been doing s
loup, wolly. 1 am quite
hear anything about
stote.”

“It's jus: this." burst  forth  Archie,
wrathfully. 'l went into the town to the
hotel, to tell the Lody he mus! come back
to the mine, and I findd him not in a Gt
state for a Christian to speak to.”

“Therefore.” interposed Vandelounp, in
his even voice, without lifting his sayes,
it was a pity you did speak 1o him,"

“1 went to the mom,” went on Arochie,
cxeitedly, without payving any uattention |
to Vandeloup's remark, “an he flew on|
me wi' a dirk. 1 had the sense to bang!
the door to and tarn the key in the jock.
Do you call that conduct fur a civilized
body 7" ‘

“Phe fact is, M. Vandelonp,” said Mad l
ame, quietly, “Archic is so annoyed ad
this conduct that he does nol want
maire to come back 1o work.”

*1 should just think =0, cried Mcln
tosh. “Faney an imp of DBeelzebub like
him in the bowels o the earth, 1t makes
my blood run eold when 1 think o' the
bloodthirsty pagan.”

To Vandeloup rhis information was not |
unpleasant., He was auxious to get rid of |
Pierre, who was such an incubus, and
now saw that he could send him away
without appearing to wikh to get rid of |
him. Bot as be was a diplomuatic young |
man he did not allow his satisfaction to|
appear on his face, I

“Aren't yvou rather hurd on him?" he|
said; "he will = all right soon.™ i

“1 tell ye ' pot have him back,” =aid
Arehibe, firmly ; “he's one o those foreign
bodles full of revoelutions an' confusion o

i thought, refer i
‘it he enn't saspect |
iy be in this book,

thig man with the
canneet (iaston Vane
with Octave Braulard

replied |
"1 can bardly say that

asked Vande-
prepared to
hing in his present

Le-l'

tongues, and 1'd not feed safe in the wmine !
if 1 down
dirk,” |

“1 veally think he ought o go,” said
Mudame, looking vather  anxiously  at
| Yandeloup, “unless, M. Vandeionp, you de |

kuiew he wus beloow wi' his!

not want to part with bim™

i, | don't wamr him,” said Vande
loup, hastily ; “us | told you, he was only |
wlie the sallops on h-mr.t i h"'u!l i

was wreeked in, and be tollowed me up |

lore beanse | owas the only friend he !
had, but uew e has gol money-—eor, at
lenst, his wages must come to a good

nmount.”

“Forty pounds,™ interpossd Archie,

“So 1 think ke best thing he oan do|
1% Lo g0 10 Melbhourne, and see if lie l'{"ir
get bk 1o France.”

“And you, M. Vandeloup?” asked D,
| Gollipeck, who lad been listéning to the
young Frenchman's remarks with great
interest; “do you nei wish o go w)|
Francee”

Vandeloup rose coolly from his chair,
and, picking up his book and hat, turn
el to the doctor.

“My dear monsieur,” he sall, lexning
up against the wall in a graceful man-
ner, 1 left France to see the world, so
notil 1 have ween it 1 don't think it would
be worth while to return.”

('"T'6 he continued.)

He !;a- an Commuiter.
“No you live in the Hub, eh?" queried
the Chicago hotel clerk,

| Vises

“Well, not exactly,” replled the man
who had reglatered from Hoston. *i
live In one of the hubbuba™
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¢ PRISONERS ON A CHIMNEY. ? f

PSS YOUNG MAN FOUSD SPAR TOWN OF
Unrnvel your stocking, Johng begin GREFENWOOD
the toe" was g keptence whieh oV |
ery old-time  =choulboy  learned woell - -
forr 1 appeared o the seliool repdors
i 2 ,: tlon aeo. It was 1he soin i“‘umul I« Sot Dangerons—Seemed Disap:
ton found by a gquick-witted wire fog | pointed When Doctors Informed
the prablem of resouning  her himshuid ! Him That He Would
fronn the top of a tall ehimney. Wi Not Die
e had let down an eud of a raveliag | e
she tied a plece of string to it andd |
eventunlly sent hiy ap a rope, Sane GREESWOOD, Nebr.—A man was
thing of the same sort Lappened no! [ found & mile trom here, Iying in the
long ago to two chimpey huilders on | poad with his throat cut. He was
Staton  Islanil, savs a writer in Iiw1l8kf'n to a city hospital and the ate
New York Nun. ~ |tending physican is contident of his
They weve up on the top of a4 Dig | papneapy, He gave his  name as
new concrete chimmey, over one DN § g e AL Layton, aged twenty-seven
ired and sixty feer tadl, and  startd

to complete thele job by
the scaffolding the
worked down.  There
running all the way down,
stood on some planks abont ten
down from the top.  They ripped ap
the planks one by one, amd shot them
down inside the shaft.  “The next
the last one, however. went o litth
crooked, glanced ifvom the wall, it the
ladder, and In a twinkling tore several
#ections out and left the men giand-
Ing on a single plank, six feet long
und two feet wide, with no means of

rearing awny
inside as they
wias o ladder
The

wlh
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| golng up ar down,

It was then noon, and for wore than
four hours they alternately whistled
and shouted in o valn attempt to at
tract attention. It was nearly § o'clock
shen another workman happened 19
wome into the chilinney at the bottom
md heard their eries. A erowd guick
3 gathered, and began v wondeg wlad
they could do to help, Meanwhile the
prisoners had not been idle: they hao
torn thele shirts to parrow strips and
made a rope of them, and this they
ant dewn the chlmuey slowly.

Flremen were soon at hawd and al
tached a lght line to the cloth rope
uml sent it up. The ehief's idea was
that if they threw It over the top of

the chimney and ler it down to tle
ground. he could anchor it there, and
[ they conld safely slide down the o

side.

They threw it over the top, but ther
It stuck, tastened in the soft conereie
und soon they conld ueither pull it to
ward them nor pay it out: yet thes
darced not trust thelr welght on it For
gome thime the resene was holeed, bot
at last another rope was secared, and
with the lne already In Land this was
Lauled up and thrown over the ehim
ney rim, It went withont sticking, and
wak seenred an the ontside,

The scaffolding that had  beld i
place was only abont fifty feel helow
the men. but they had used so noer
f thelr elothing In making ropes that
they were both badly burned in slid
mg  that  distance, However,  they

i reached ground in safety, and in a ey

ays were hack
{he

at work agaln,
worse for the adventnre,

nane

RELICS OF OLDEST FRANCE,

Cnarboule Achd Gas Foand to Be Com-
ing From Awncient Well,
Relles have Just been found of the
most ancient Franee of all, says the
New York DPost In the high platean
of Auvergue, among the extinet volen
noes around  Tay de Dome, there |
0 great excavation known to the peas
ants as the 'oizon well, When their
anbmals cane too near gl stared tod
long they slept and died asphyxiated.
A university  professor  chaneed thatl
way aml discovered  that tleathd
woers cansed by earbonie acid, which is
suedd forth In the forn of gas, purer
than that made by chemical processes

the

More than half a million liters evap- |

orate dally and this saste of anelent
voleanoes s to he utilized by
factory to llignefy i1, In digging
the purpose the bones of qan ox, hors
and hmman sheleton, nlso Gallo Ronug
aml then,
ani
thres yards long
the manmanth
Ity DL MM
voleanoes st have tlewd  a!
that when the Polson fonntaln
wis already glving ont its exhalations.
This shoulid alleviate the scare of

Now

1l
uammeth
As ponl
fn thes

1t he

wern tonni

lower down, o bison
whth tusks
opists SHA that

regions dates VO,
IFI'P"Il
Tl
halr.
“"il']ltli!i

anthorities who, ever alie
the outhreak= of Yesavins, have bheen
predictiug o revival of the Auverzoe

voleanoes,

The Gun Wooling.

Fhere was o lovely lady gnu

Whoe browsed bhepeath a sproading
Its stately height wag her delight ;

A truly cooling shade it threw !

'pon it hittle tendrils grew

Which gave her gentie joy to chew,
Yet oft she sighed, a-gazing wide,

And wished she knew another gnu

I Bome uewer gou beneath the vow

To tell Ler tiny troubles to),

~~Harper's Maguzine,

yew

A Difcalty.
Thiz oratory, all well meant,
Oft leaves us lu a piighe
A man ig Just we eloguent
When wroug as when he's rlght,
Washlogton Star,

There Ix» nothing better than a good
story, and uothing as bad gx a pPOOr one

vears and Jiving at Waukee, lows.

A small penknife was found by the
side of the man wnich he explained
‘he had nsed in attempting suicida.
There was a gah two inches long on
the right side of his neck and a st
an inch long on the left side. He
stated a regret that the knife was too
dull, otherwise he would have been
more successful. When the doctor
fnfermed Lim that he would provably
recover, he seemed disappointed, and
told the phygician if Le healed him,
he would have to try again. No
reasous for (he deed were given

On his eclothing was found $5 28
and a Baukerr' Uenelit association
eard. No. 100, issued atWebster City
Ia.

sSimply Simplified
WASHINGTON. = FPresident Ruose-

velt will withdraw his simplitied
gpelling order to the public printer
and hereafter all documents for the
executive deparuments will again be
printed in the old fashioned style.
Representative Landis, of the joint
committee on gpelling, had a confer-
lence with the president, when the
president said that he did not wish to
have spelling overshadow matters of
great importance, and expressed a
wilingness to revoke his order for the
new spelling in case the house of
representatives should go on record
as opposed to the system. Accord-
mgly Mr. Landis introduced the fol-
lowing in the house:

““Resolved, 'I'nat it is the gense of the
house of representatives that here-
after in presenting reporta, docu-
ments or other publications author-
ized by law, ordered by congress of
either branch, thereof or cmanating
from the executive departments,
their ~ bureaus or branches and inde-
pendent offices of the governmend,
the government printing office
should observe and adhere to the
standard of orthography prescribed
in generally aceepted dictionaries
of the English language.

| MARSHALL,

| pleaded guilty to the
| against him.

Gullty of Traln

Robbery
Mo.—Jesse Clyde
Rumsey, the Chicago boy who robbed
the Alton-Burlington teain and the
Rock island both near Glasgow. Mo
charges fled
He was gaven the min-
imum sentence, ten years imprison-
ment on each charge, and was imn-
mdiately sentenced to twenty years.
He was taken to the penitentiary

Four imformations wera filed
against Rumsey., At his prelim-
inary lLearing he pleaded not guilty

He offered 1o plead guilty to two
ceharges connected with the Alton-
Burlington holdup if promised the

minimum sentence. He refused to
plead guilty to the Roek Island rob-

. !h(*ry' although he had previously
Ceonfessed o having committed thiy
| woldup also. The maximum penaity
{ for train robbery ao Missouri s
} aeath

The robbers were moest dariog
Bingle-handed Ruomsey foreed tha
trainmen to go ahead of lhim and
eelp rob the passengers, He wad

|
| overpowered by Conduetor Heywood
| of the Alton-Burlington train and the
money and jewelry secured at thag
time was recovered,  He was landed
in jail four hours after the nd
robbery was committed

LM

| hapnales Himself on Knife
NEW YORK.—A man who deserib-

eod himself as Raukin Duvall, an
sctor, forty years of age, entered a
paloon, walked to the luneh coun-
ger, picked np a long cheese knife
end, turning to the bartender, ashed
*“May I use this?"’

“Certainly,’”’ replied the Uar.
tender, thinking he was about s
earve some cheese for himself,

Instead he unbu ttoned his coat and
vest aud pressing the point of the
knife to his adbomen, threw himsel!
to the floor so that the big blade
ripped his body open., Then he
thrust the weapon twice more into
the frightlul wouud. At the hospital
‘o which Duvall was taken it was saia
¢ had only a slight chance tor recoy.
ry.




