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Christmas day is, aboyve all other days,
e festival of hope, wrote Dean Farrar.
On that blessed dny the thoughts of will-
lons all over the habitable globe, from
the huts of the Eskimos to the Kraals of
the Kaffirs, und from the torrid gone down
1o the wigwams of the Patagontans and
the stormy Antarctic Isles, will tarn to
Bethlehom wnd te the Christ-Child. Al
will be glad to think how to us is born
in the City of David a Ravior, who is
Christ the Lord.  And why?  Because
tven the dimmest and vaguest conception
of Christmns will show that thiz com:
wmemorates an infinitnde of love and infin-
itude of hope. It tells that wan ix not a
worthless atom ; but that he is dear to
God: that there iz an infinite value and
precionsuess in this, our morial life.

Christmas is the gladdest festival of the
vear. Deople tulk of holiday makling, but
this one season fairly radiates gludness,
There I8 nround ir, as it were, a halo, or
atmosphere of joy. From the time when
we were tiny children, before we knew
the meaning of work, when every day was
a play day, we looked forward to Chriat-

mas as 0 magle occeasion,  And, now we
are grown up, we still Jook torward to
Christmas,  There s the exeitement of

the mutnal exchangs of gifts, the exhil-
nration of the winter festivities, the pleas-
ure of family reanions, the insplring sense
of holiday,

In some of the old Delgian towns a
Lrautiful spectacle may be seen on Christ
voas Eve,  Amid the sounds of drum. cor
vet, eymbal and a whole orchestra of in
s ruments, with the soft chanting of old
carals, a long, gnily decked procession
warches through the principal streets:
children of all ages, ench division dressed
in s s#pecial color—white, blue, pink or
yellow-—and all bearing badge or
emblem, or grasping some bright ribhon
attached o various objects,

The Germans have a tealy  childlike
love for Christmas. The spirvit of Kris
Kringle animates the hearts of rich and
poor; faults and foibles are covered with
n kindly mantle, and mirth and jollity
reign. Fvery family wants a Christmas
tree, of course, but if too poor to zel a
tree, 4 bough will give them just ag mueh
pleasure, and if not a bough, then a twig
will do very well. It is a home festival,
and the gifts, however small, are pretiy
sure to he love gifts.  All tlrronglh the
land there is micth and Janghter and ihe
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epirit of Christmas, and we fesl that heve |

the holiday retains the charm it ouee had
when we were little ones,  1n the distri
bution of gifts evervone is remembered.
usually with ouly a tritle, but it Is bean-
titul as expressing remembrance,  There
is o geueral caring for the poor. Rich
familivs care for poor families individual-
Iy, and chioose gifts which will be of real
value to them.,

Aucient Christinas customs are passing
away in the larger cities of Russio, but in
some of the remoter provinces of the
ewmpire the old-fushioned form  lingers.
Onee ttpon 4 time the festival seemed to
e devated the mmusement of young
girls. nor is this practice entirely obso-
lete, The house of some wealthy family
wis chosen for the place of festivities, in
order that there might be no 'ack of “good
cheer,”  Of course, these festivities wore
ounly induolged in by the rich. The poor
never gained admittance to them, except
ovemsionally us maskers or mummers,

From time imwmemorial it hog heen the
customnm in Roumania, at Chrietmas, to
bless the Danube.  Formerly a seaffold-
ing was erected on the frozen river, and
on this was a large e¢ross of oe: hut ow-
ing to the extraordinary numher of people
who themselves, the fre-
gquently gave way, and many were drown-
ed, The cercmony now takes place on the
bunk of the Dyanahe, The polnlnfr‘_ In rees
ognition of the oceasion, wear turbans of
colored  paper and  earry  long, white
wands. These people, who are dressed to
represcnt Poantins Pilate, Herod aud other
religions  cliaeacters, go from place
hymns, which are almost
similar to our own Christmas carols, At
the appointed hour of the ceremony. the
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notabilities arvive in processional order,
accompanied Hy the privsts,  The seryvioe
lasts balf an honre, ut the close of wilkeh
the jee is broken and o smnll wooden oross
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is thrown the water,  [Mundreds of
people rash in after i, and the person
who is suecesstul in recovering it is con- |

sidered vory lucky,
Cliristruns in the West Indies is o very

jovinl, rollieking aftoir-—-al least in the
estimation of the darkies,  The great fea
ture of the season is the serips of nias-

querades or mystery plays  enncted by
strolling negro  performers, They are
quite an lposing lol of men, with a good
ear for muosie, and von witeh their
antics vou might easily imagine that, io
stend of being in a civilized British col
ony, you were back in the heart of Africa.
ussistiog at sowme savage death dance or
uther heathen rite

Christmas is celebrated In Sweden to
an extent unknown in our country, and
the celabration is not over intil Jan, 13,
or “twentieth day Yule,” At every farm-
er's hiouse there is orected, in the milddle
of the yard. a pole, to the top of which is
bound a Inrge, full sheaf of graln., Not
o peasant in Sweden will sit down to &
Christmas dinner within doors, uutil he
has first raised slofi & Clhristmas dinner

for the birds in the cold and suow with
out,

HEY

Of all Chinese festivals that of New
Year's day 1s the greatest. Reing n peen
liarly contradictory race, the Chinese do
not reckon time by the sun, as we do in
America, but by the moon, so that the
Chinese New Year's day may come at
nny time between the middle of January
and the middle of February. When the
time approaches, creditors are happy, for
by the last day of the old vear all débis
must be paid. The Chinaman who can-
not pany up must hide his head until the
festival I& over. Another preparation is
a general washing up. Household belong-
ings and personul attire are put through
n revere course of sonp and water in or-
der that the new year may oe begun with
cleanliness,

A French Canadian New Year's custom
now mearly obsolete was that known as
Lu Quete de I'Enfant Jesus--the collec-
tion for the infant Jesus. This collsction
was managed by the parish priest, who
was driven ronnd among his parishioners
by the seuior church warden or the beadle,
The gift« that he thus gathered “for the
love of the iufant Jesas™ on the festival
of the ecircnmeision were  distributed
nmong the poor, Intimacy connected
with this was another practice of collect-
ing alms for the poor, known ax Ln Guig
nolee or La Ignotee,

New Yeur's, not Christmas, is  the
French day of days, Cards, flowers and
bonbous are exchanged in profusion, and
visite are made, The gay breakfast over,
the children, the youth and those of the
family in the prime of life make ready
1o pay visits,  They start forth with pock
cts and haods filled with remembraness,

TALKING DOLLS,

bateat Produaction of the Clever (ier-
man Toymnkers,

(e of the 1 gtriking of the new
Chivistmas  toys ftakes the shape of g
real talking doll. In the paa: dolly’s vy
cabulary has been limited to such phrases
s “Da-da' or “Ma-ma,"” sounds produced
by a reed and a pair of bellows. Al tha
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A LETTER TO SANTA CLAUS.

|

COMING OF THE NEW YEAR.

New Year, 1 look stealght In your eyes,
COur ways and our luterests blend

L You may be & foe In dispulse,

| We

But 1 shall helleve youn a friend.

£¢t what we glye In onr measnre-
We cannot glve paln and get pleasure
I glve you good will and gnnﬂ theer,
And you muast return i1, New Year

We get what we glve In this life,
The' often the giver Indeed
Walts long upon doubting and strife
Ere proving the troth of hls creed;
But somewhere, some wuy, and forever,
Reward I the meed of endeavor ;
And If T am really worth while,
New Year, you will give me your smile

You hide in your mystical band

No “luck” that I eannot control
If 1 trust my own courage and stand

On the Infinlte atrsngth of my soul,
Muu hides In hix bralon and his spirit
A power that Ix godlike, or near It
And he who has measured hiz force
tUan govern events In thelr course

You come with a crown on your brow,
New Yeur, without blemish or spot .
Yet you, and not 1, sir, must bow,

For Time Is the servant of Thought,
Whatever you brlng me of trouble
Shall turn Into good, and then double,
If my splrit Jooks up withont fear X
To the Bource that you came from, New

Year.
KElla Wheeler Wileox,
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A Christmas Surprise Party,
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By Hepe Daring.

ARL STEWARD stepped from the
train at Farmington, It was early
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evening, The snow lay fresh and

untrodden on the village streets, al-

thongh the storm had ceased, and bright
stars were beginning fo gem the  sky.
“Back again " aud the middle-aged man
drew himself erect.  “Twently yvears sinee
I lefr Farvmington. Ah! 1 cm another
person.  The heartsick boy of that day
has nothing to do with Carl Bteward, sue
cessful banker and man of business.”
Severnl residence wireots lay between
him and the business part of the town,
As he was threading his way along the
narrow board walk he came face to face
with a slender woman., It was 1o the
circle of flickering light cast by a kero-
sene lamp that the two met. One glance

into the thin, dark face tramed by snow-

) | - ool
J I’I_]'.W:'?.' ) "‘1|]11 &
uil

e

v be changed, and dolly will be able
to say quite a number of nice things and
corry on little conversutions of o hundred
words or more and, If necessary, sing the
very lutest song.

The idea comes from Germany and is
really an adaptation of the principle upon
which the gramophone is based. Briefly
it is this: Secreted somewhere in the
doll's interior will be a tiny disk machine,
which will carry a record about two
inches in diameter, When the dall has
been made presentable and feels equal to
taking part in the conversation her little
nurse will simply have to place a disk in
a crevice somewhere in dolly's baek, an
operation ar simple a8 putting a penny In
a slot, and (he doll will do the rest. Twao
dolls, with suitable records, way ecanily
be made to carry on guite intelligent con-
versutions.—London Daily News.
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*Made known your wanis for Christ-
mas yet?"

“Wure. Asked the forty-seven friends
who sent we suspenders last year to send
trousers Lo muateh them this'"-—Cinein-
wnt! Tlimes-Star,
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white hair, and Car! Stewnrd stopped. 1t
must be—it i& Rachel West "

The woman's look perplexity was
suddenly merged inte one of delight, ]
am Pachel West, and peoyon are Carl
Steward,”

He held out his hand

l
LI

“Are yon still

Itachel West, after all these vears? And
do yon live heye?"
His matter-of-fact tone steadied the

woman., Rhe replied, 1 am still Rachel
West, and 1 live in the old home of my
parents. You remember my sister, Hester
Carpenter? Bhe and ber family live with
me. And you? You hnve won success
and happiness in that western eity 7"

"I have won-—mopey." There was a
note of bitterness in his voice, "“Twenty
years since I went away. I have always
planned 1o come back and build a home
here, A foolish idea for & man who is
alone in the world, Is it not? A lawyer
here with whom I Lave been correspond
ing wrote e that a piece of property he
thought would suit me could he obtained.
#0 1 came on at ounce.”

He and Hachel bad grown np together,

| They had loved each other with a boy's
and a girl's Idealizing love, The Christ-
mas of twenty years before wag to have
been their wedding day. A fortnight be

fora the appointad time the lovers had
quarreled. It wag Jerry Carpenter, Ra-
chel's brotheran-law, who made the tron

ble. The next day both Carl and Rachel
knew that Carpenter had led, but each
wias too prowd to make the first overture,
A week later Carl left Farmington,

After parting with Miss West, Carl
rambled around the old town for an honr
before he sought an interview with his
lnwyer.  As he ascended the steps leading
to that man’s office he said to himself, 1
thought 1 had forgotten., She has, but
there hag never been any one else for
either of us”

The lawger, Ronald Morgan, procecided
at once to give his employer the details
of the proposed purchuase. To Carl's sur
prise he found that it was Rachel’s old
lome that was offered for smule,
brother-in-law held n mortgage upon it
and he was urging her to sign it over
to him. Rachel had for vears been sub-
Ject to the tyranny of her sister's family.
In n fit of desperation she had sought Mr.
Morgan, asking if he could pot find a pur-
chaser for her,

Carl Steward stood up, a frown wrink
ling his brow., “I remember the place,
and nm gure it will suit me, Offer all it
is worth."

The next day Carl Steward went about
among the villagers, Many vemembered
him, and many more had heard of the sue-
cers that he had won in the outside world,

There were several interviews with Ha
chel, Nhe spoke with reluctance of her-
self. "I suppose 1 am foolish, but 1 do
not dare let Jerry and Hester know what
I am doing” she said, a soft crimson
flush coloring her checks.

“What will you do when yon lsave the
olid home?" Mr, Rioward asked.

The flnsh faded, leaving her very pale,
1 oshall go away from Farmiogton, and
try to find work."”

Two dayvs later Farmington was vlectri
fied. Carl Steward had issned invitations
for a Christmas dinner pariy to be given
at the hotel.  Prepaeations were made on
a more lavish scole than the village had
over seen,

The Carpenters and Miss West wepe in
vited,  Rachel's sister said, “Conrse yon
won't go, Rachel, Tt wouldn't look well,
after what happencd "twixt yon an' Stew-
ard years ago, You ain’t got nothin® to
wear, nelther,  "Sides, 1 want you to sty
with the children.”

Rachel made no rveply.  Rbe seitled the
matter hy going away early Christmas
morning and not retyrning, M, Carpen:
ter id not again see her sister until they
were both in the hotel parlor, The room
wias a bower of evergreens amd holly., Mrs.
Carpenter gave a ga<p, and olutched her
Isband’s arm. “For land's sanke, derrey,
do look ar Rache] ™

Miss West's slender figtire was outlined
agaiust the sereen of green houghe,  She
wore n soft gray silk, the full skive trail-
ing behind her,

“The dress she was to have been mnres
ried to Garl Steward in ! Mres, Carpenter
gasped,  =“No. 1 ain’t mistaken, 1 guess
I know it, for Rachel an® | have goarreled
hout it more'n a dozgen times,  Where'd
she git the lnce? Tt cost a mint o' money.
Jerryv, 'm goin’ (o lind out "hout this."

Mrs. Carpenter did find out,  Before
she conld reach Rachel Mr, Sleward had
led her forward 10 where the minister wis
standing,

“Why, they're  bein'
married ! Nester exclaimed,
never !"

Jerry was the first 1o recover from fhe
surprise. e soon fourmd an opportunity
to say to Rachel, “You'd better sign the
place over to me in the morning, Rachel
You'll be goln' off West an' forgittin' it.”

It was Rachel's husband who replied,
“Morgan will pay you the money on the
mortgage any time vou wish. 1 am goiug
to rebuild the house for Rachel a sumwer

marrivd  —really
“Well, 1

home,  Nothing that money or loye can
procure is too good for my wife”--Farm
and Fireside,

Two=Fold Heneflis Derived from

Making New Year Hesolutlons,

Notwithstanding the army of very wize
and very ceynical peoaple who sneer at
New Year's resolutions, I'm going to holde-
ly nnpounce myszelf here as ane who i
lieves In them, | do pot hesitate (o say
that I have made them svery vear sinee
1 was old to thiuk shour such
things, und I expeet to keep it up as long
as | live. Moreover, | wnut my girls to
get into the same hahit, for 1 cousider
it good and helpfol, int, girls, don't
take it up as a4 paxtime, or confide in any-
who happens to be present, Be in

about it. Go away by yourself
for n little while and examine your char
petor honestly, Don't make excuses 1o
vourself beewuse there are faws o ity
don’t attempt to lay the blame upon any-
une else: don't eronsole yourself with the
thought that you are no worse than your
neighbor,  Shut out all the world, fuce
your consciance bravely, and be hanest
with yourself, f only for a little half
hour, It cannot bhelp but do you good,

Character is something we build for
ourselves, We, and we alone, are respon-
gible for it. We have no right to assert
that environment or hereditary influences
prevent us from reaching our own ideals.
There is nothing but our own moral lazi
ness to prevent us from being what we
really want to be,

The benefits arising from the making of
New Year resolutlons are twofold, It Is
good for us to acknowledge a fault and
wish to overcome It; it Is good for us to
resolve to do better, even if the resolution
is destined to be broken, for the soul lives
on these breaths from the upper realma
of life~—~Minneapolis Housekeeper,
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IF I WERE SANTA CLAUS,

I‘r I were Santa Claus 1'd brln
Enel sighing mald a aplendid rrna. !
Aud unto every child the toy y
I'hat represented deepest  Joy.

I'o cach defeated candldate
Who sadly slts and mourns his fate y
Pa glve a publle office whers
e might hold down anp ensy chatr. s

l:n svery tolling man 1I'd bring
The ense and riches of 8 King '
The unrequited lover then .
Shonld never sigh In vain agaln,

The golfer, ton, should bave good cheer,
I'd streteh (he season through the Year,
No that where snow ls spread to-day )
He still might drive and sclaff away,

If | wore Bania Clane I'd bring

ey | The poet rhymes for everythiog :

The word that's now so hard to find
Rhonld come directly to his mind

The days should all be glad and bright
For every one who lougs to write,

I'd stralghtway bring to him or her

A kind and eager publisher

To every chorus givl 1'd bring

The sweet ability to sing;

And every babe that squalls at night,
Should have the food that glves delighi.

Then Joy shonld seek the widow's son!,
I'a Al her empty bin with coal,

And at the gay and brilllant ball

No girl shonld langulsh pear the wall

If 1 were Santa Clavs I'd heing
Contentment to the sorrowing,

L And servant girls should evermore

Line op st every kltehen door.
" v

CHRISTMAS TREES.

Time Tmmmemorial Part of the
Hullday Celebration.
ROM time immemo-
rinl a tree hax been
n part of the Christ-
mag celebeation, It
mny he soen outaide
the traditional man-
in the misaals
and early paintings
of the prernphaelite
Itnlian school. In
the tree or near It
are seen angels in
flowing robes xing-
g ont of a scroll
af illaminated paper
the “Pence on Karth
nid Good Will To-
wiaril Men” Oar
“Glory, Glory, Hal-

From

Hors

Ietuiah

The eorrect German Cheistmas tree al-
wavs has an apgel or a4 Christkind on
the topmost braneh, with a tinsel star
at the end of o staff, like a pantomima
fairy, nod 0f the teeo belongs 1o a very
orthodox Cumily there e usoully at lre
foot a small toy group representing the
Savieur's birth in the stable nt Bethle
hem.

The lights on the tree are said to ha
of Jewish origin., In the ninth month of
the Jewlsh year, corresponding nearly to
our December, and on the twenty-ifth
day, the Jews celebeated the feast of ded
ication of their temple, 1t had been dese.
crated on that day by Antiochus. 1t was
dedicated by Judas Maccabens, and then,
necording to the Jewish legend, snfficient
ofl was found in the temple to last for tha
seven hranched candlestick  for  seven
days, and it would have taken seven days
to prepare new all.  Accordingly the Jews
were wont on the 25th of Kisleu in avery
house to light n candle, on the next day
two, and so on ull on the seventh and
lust day of the feast seven candles twhn.
kled in every house,

It ix not ensy to lix the exact date of
the Nativity, but it fell most probably on
the last day of Kislen, when every Jowish
house in Bethlehemy and Jerusalem was
twinkling with lights. It is worthy of
noties that the German name for Christ-
mix is Feihnaeht (the night of dedica-
tion)d, as though it were associated with
this feast. The Greoks also eall Christ-
mas the feast of lights, and, indeed, this
wis also the nome given to the dedieation
festivid, Chanunka, by the Jewy. New
York Mail and Express,

Humssinn Tden of Santa Clnus,
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Jan, 7 Is Christinas in Russia, where
the calendar in of the “old style"; that
iv, nbout two weeks behind that in use is,
this country. This picture represent.
Santa Claus, or Kris Kringle, according
to the Russian idea, in the attire of &
priest of the Greek church, the nations)
wch of Russia, of which the Czar Is the




