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THAE DARK ENIGMA OF LIFE.
By Rev. W. G. Elmslle, D. D.

Text.--8t, John xl.

The rulers of the Jews at Jerusalem
%ud resolved on Christ's death, and
the wmass of the people sympnthized
with them. The Master's llfe had
Been  threatened by a populnr out-
yarst, When Jesus received the mes.
gage He behaved In a very strango
tnstilon, Apparently He Just dld noth-
wg, but went on with Iis teaching
awl preaching.

('hirlst sald the end s first of all
death, but that Is not the termination,
Through denth slckness, struggle of
doubit and faith, shoull end in the
glory of God, Ile meant this; in the
preparation of His Iife niid s death
the death nnd resurrection of Luzarus
held o central position, It was the
surning polut, the thing that determin-
vl s crncifixion on Calvary., Thal
wemendous miracle compelled the rul-
ers of Jerusalem to resolve on and
earty out His death, That miraclo of
Lazarus’ resurrection giave to the faith
of tue d'sciples and of Chrilst’'s follow-
ars n strength of c¢linging attachment
st carrled them through the eollpse
al thelr beliof when they saw Ilim
die on Calvary,

Now, what wonlid you say? Was It
eruel of Christ to allow His friend
Lazarus, I8 dear friends Mary and
Martha, to ge through a period of sus
peuse, of anxletly, of sickness, of
desth, and of the grave, that theg
might do one of the great desds In
bringing In the world’s Redeemer? Oh,
wen and wowen, I God be wise, aml
1Y God be great, then must it not be
that somehow or other the structure
ef tids world 1s the best for Gold's end,
aud our tears and partings and catami-
tiea but lneidents In the grand caip-
palgn that shall end in the resplendent
glory of heaven?

Deash cannot ultimately be an evil,
ginve it s universal—the conagnminn-
tlon, olimax, crown, of every human
life. Al, If we had the grander ma-
Jesty of soul to look at it from God's
altitude, we should call death, not a
defent, but a victory, a triumph, 1
shink sometimes that if death Jdid not
endl these lives of onrs, how weary
shey wonld get. ‘Think of it—to lve
sn forever In the sordiduess, in the 1t-
Sleness, n the straggle, the paln, the
gin of this e of ours, Oh, we newl
st angel of death to come b, and
aow amd then stie the pool of our fam
iy life, that there may be heallong In
ik, that there may be blesisang In It
Death, holding the hand of  God
through I, death, to those that stand
By aud see the sweetness of human
ove, the trivmph of faith celestinl, has
a graddeur In ot ke Cheist’s doult
srenting fettures and elements of s
sxtetnal  Impediment—death becomes
God's minister. 1t 18 golug howme to
sne's Father,

AMDBIGUOUS CHRISTIANS.
By Rev, G. B. F. Hallock, D. D.

Text.—"Xe are our eplstle, written
m our hearts, known and read of all
men.'—I11, Corinthians 1il.: 2, 3,

The root meaning of the word “am-
biguous™ is “to wander about with Lr-
gesolute mind.” It has come to mean
in general use the state of being doubt
ful or vucertain, particularly as to sig-
altication, But people, as well us
words or episties, can be ambiguous,
Che contrasts between thelr words aud
thelr acts, thelr professions and thelr
gouduet, thelr beliefs and their char-
acter may be so great that we really
aaunot make them out, our thought of
thew s doubtfnl and uncertaln, to the
sicnitication of their lives It is dith-
sult to assign a real, plain, definite
meaning, It i8 a sad fact that there
are s0 tnany so-called Christluus who
aust be placed In this cluss,

vne thing Is certaln, elther you are
a Chrlstian or you are not a Chris-
gan, 1f you are not, then you show
glainly that you know your duty and
dellberately choose to do it not, 1f you
are, then, like Peter, you are deliber-
ately denying the very Saviour yon
ove and In whom you hope, If you
are not, then you have been in the gar-
den with Christ, have lstened to lis
teachings, have heard and understood
the way of life, bave come to know
the value of eternal life, wish your
friends, your children and all dear to
you to accept this great salvation, and
yet for yvourself yvou are dellberately
gejecting Chrlst, This is  certalnly
sloniug against great lght, If you
wre o Christlan, then you have heen In
the gorden with Chrlst; you do love
fim; you have heard his graclous
words; be is your best friend and

Your only hope of eternal life, nnd yet,
like I'eter, you are elther afrald or
ashamed to confess that you ever
knew the Savipur., You surely can-
not take refuge in the thought of con-
fessing Christ by your life, while you
are warming yourself at the fire with
his enemles, or while standing at the
door without. You may be a disciple,
but while you stay In this position you
are denylng Christ. The very hest
that can be sald of you Is that you
are an ambiguous diseiple. Like Peter,
you must be quice to repent.

Bo no longer, 1 pray you, be no
longer an amblguous Christlan from
lack of an open confession of Christ,
“With the heart man belleveth unto
righteousness, and with the mouth
confesslon Is made unto salvation.”
Confess him, "“Let the redeemed of
the Lord say mo."

THE CROMWELL OF ISRAEL.
By Rev. Samuel Horton,

Text—"Ior the thne would fall me
to tell.......of Jephthah."—<Ilcbrews
x1.:83,

Jophthal's life was a tragedy and o
trinmph. From his birth he was an {ll-
usedd child. Ile eame into the world
unwanted. Jephthah had a hard time
of it In Gllead's household, His fath-
er's son treated him vilely. The iron
entered hils soul very early, They made
him thelr dradge, the butt of thelr wit,
and scapegont for thelr wrong doing,
until at length he rmn away. Retter
the coldness of the world than the
mockery of a loveless home,

The lid who ran wrom home to push
his own fortunes into thoe world had
the making of a kingly man in him.
He had a ehieftain's braln under his
hat, and a noble heart nuder his coat
Ile had grit and courage, amd o the
day of adversity turned his face to the
north wind with a brave heart. e
wits of the staff out of which the
world's pathfinders are made, e gath
ered to him all sorts of wild men ke
hitnself, the outcasts of soclety: ad-
venturers; runaways, vagabonds, and
broken men; and out of this unpromis.
Ing material Jephthah moulded an ar
my that was well nigh Invineible., e
provid himself to be a military genins
of the first rank,

“We cannot,” says Carlyle, “look,
however imperfectly, upon a great
man  without guining sometling by
him."  And this we gain from our
study of this Hebrew hero, that the
despised  child, homeless and friend
less, may be the most valuable asset
the nation possesses, that to nezleet
stich nochild 18 to sin against the fu
tare, and that pluck, energy and faith
may =et at Jdetlanee the wmost dseom
aging ciroumstances. Among sell-muade
men Jephthaly has an honored phiee
To nll young men who need a nerve
tonle 1 commend this history. Every
thing Is to the man who dares, Na
ture's nobles may have to walt for
thelr birthright, but it will  surely
come.  God ean do nothing for the
man who sits and whines, but will
turn the very stars out of their courses
to ey him who iz worthy. The king-
ly soul wlill come to hiz ¢rown, though
his throne be his own  tombstone.
Then, if it must be so, God and 1
ngalnst the world., Time and eternity
are on the slile of the hero,

Short Meter Sermons.

Good cheer chokes many a fear,

You are never rich enough to spurn
love,

Sacrifice gives a heavenly grace to
any gifrt.

The glowing vislon comes In lowly
service,

The salt of the earth wlll have no
sour virtues,

True charity knows nothing of ab-
sent treatment,

Angels are always singing where
love is working.

God has only one sehool for charne
ter, that of dally life,

The happiness reaped to-day depends
on that sown yesterday.

There 18 no hiding from the sulk-
poenas of the court of consclence,
often  tele-
scopes that bring heaven near at hand.

Tears In the eyes are

There i no happlness in all  this
world if chere I8 none In the heart,

The outgoivg of the heart to another
means the Incoming of heaven to your-
self.

There 1s something wrong with the
heart when It hurts you to see others
happy.

You eannot tell much about the
breadth of a man's mind by the width
of his mouth,

Some men think they can put cash
In one pocket and consclence In the
other, and by keeping the left hand |g-
norant of the deeds of the right lve

happy ever after,

The Walker Apple.

First shown In any quantity at the
Pan-American Exposition, at Buffalo,
the Walker apple has since been trisd
In varions sectlons and found all that
was clalmed for It. Its exceadingly
attractive appenrance makes it valua-
ble as a market sort, and It has the
added merit of being of falr quality,
although not by any means a first
class apple in this respect. In slze |t
s a lttle above the medlom, and In
color 1s particularly attractive, being
striped with brilllant red, Under test
it proves to be only a falr bearer, but

EW WALKER APPLE,

this may be Improveill as the trees
grow older. Mentlon of the variety
= made gimply becanse it Is a promis-
ing one and seems worthy of general
test.—Indlanapolls News,

]
Young Frult Treos,

There are a number of good plans
for protecting young trees from the
ravages of mice amnd rabbits, daving
the winter, several of them having
heen referred to In this department,
Where conl is burned on the farm, no
hetter nuse will be foumd for the ashes
(minus the large elinkers) than in plae-
ing them around the voung trees, It
requires less time than to arrange one
of the wire o tarred paper collars,
'rocecd after this
plan: With a rnke or hoe pull away
from the tree for two feet all around
i, all the dried grass aml weeds, Then
monnd np soll elght Inches pmd cover
this with the coal ashes =o that they

antd costs nothing,

Lrunk ol
extond (o a foob or more away from
the hottom of the tree, This materinl
will pack during the winter and of
fers no warmth to the field vermin,
In the spring It may be drawn away

are o foot high agalnst e

and spaded into the soll where it will
do o harm, even though it does no

partleulir good. The plun I8 so good
that it Is worthy of attention,
suowdelft Gate Hinge,

This is a gute hinge of my Inven

tlon, It can be used on any kind of
The rod shoulil e mpde of 1-
ineh ivon,  The four eyves of & -inch
lron. The eyes in the top of gate
should be 16 or 18 luches apart, This

T
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GATE HNINGE FOR DRIVTS,
gute can be ralsed pud opencd over
snowidrifts, The eollir with thumb
gerew will hold the gate as wanted,
The hangings ¢an be made by any
blacksmith.—W. G, Freod,

Topdressing Hye sand Clover,

To an ingquiry how to fertilize a field
Uf rye sowed last |“l!|_ Intended to he
seeded also with elover in the I'.H';_\'
h[lr'ill'.:. P, 8 W, Woods recommended
at a recont meeting the appllication of
four hundred pounds of wmurlate  of
potash, This applleation was Intend
ed to encourage the clover that was to
e sown rather than the rye, If I
was preferred 10 grow a lirger crop of
rye rather than the elover, he would
recommend a dressing of nltrate of

s0ddn,

As to Uross Dircedlngg,

The vital objection to eross breedinge
is the danger that servub stock may re
sult, which wonld likely be the ease [f
the crossing was continued beyvond the
first genvration, On the other b,
there may exist conditions when it is
desirable to make a cvoss, even while
admitting that the grade of stock 1s by
far to he :Il'l'rl‘:“‘i‘\l.
may be all pight for present purposes,
yet should a demand arise for stock
finer bred, for bacon or other parposes,
surely one would be jJustificd It the re-
varse were the case.

The paront stoek

Cover for Sheep.

014 experienced sgheep ralsers real-
fze the Ilmportance of providing cover
| for animals on the range or in the
| yanls so arranged that the sheep can
get under cover guickly In the event
of sudden =torms which are llkely at
this secason of the year. A structure
of this kind should he more than a
roof—it rhould be Jdeep 2o that the
| gheep can get far enough under that
the «torm ean not possibly reach them,
It should also be a hooded shed, that
I1s, some provision should e made for
A low front which will Dbreak the
gtorm. If this is not feasible a good
wany 18 to bulld up a straw stack or n
stack of corn stalks In the open In
front of the open part of the shed, but
several feet away so that the sheep
will not feel they are penned in yet
can readily get In by going arouni
the stack on either side, The floor of
this shed should be dry at all times
anid It Is an execellent plan to have
more or less ronghage In it which the
gheep may munch over to keep them
happy and contented, It 1s not Intend-
ed that this shed be more than a place
for cover In the event of storm, The
barn or stable should be the regular
home and arranged for comfort, The
shed, as deseribedd, will sayve many
pounds of mutton, for vothing will
pull a sheep down more qulckly than
exposure to a storm,

Adulternted Milk.

The ordinary methods of milk adul-
terntlons are enslly deteeted by expert
sxaminers, It Is reportedd that a
French chemist, Dr. Quesnoville, has
made some experiments that polnt to
the probability that for some time
there has been practiesd a form of
deception In milk adulteration which
has escaped the attentlon of health of-
fleers. In a paragraph in the Birming-
ham Daily Mail it Is explained that
t'g deficiency of fats, whether due to
the poverty of the milk or the extrae-
tlon of rats, has heen covernd by the
nddition of foreign greasy matter, Dir,
Quesneville found that “benzine would
dissolve forelgn fats without affecting
the natural fats in milk,"” and thus by
examining the samples which have
passedd the ordinary test he discovered
such substances ns pork dripping and
cocoanut butter,

An Ountdoor Crane,
The Husteation shows a crane for
an outdoor fireplace. For upright post
a, use sceantling x4 Inches, 314 feet
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DUTIMONOR CRANE.

leng,  Ior heam b use seantling Sxd
inches, 3 feet long, FPor brace ¢, use
senntling 200x3 inches, 20 inches long,
Ior post , to swing crane to, ean use
any oprdinary post Tx7 Inches, 8§ fect
iong.,  Set post threoe feet in ground,
bore hole throngly post six inches from
top emd for upper hinge, 414 feet lower
bore another hole for lower hinge, and
the post Is ready to swing crane to,—
Exchange.
The Corner of the 1M"en,

There is no doubt hut what the more
fresh alr the swine get even durving
the winter the better they feel, so -
stead of econtining them to the honse,
arrange one corner or end of the yard
g0 that they may still be out of doors
amd yet bep rotected from storm. An
excellent way of doing this Is to select
a space as large as necessary, facing
the south, and bulld it up with gravel,
so that it is several inches higher than
the surrounding soll; then there will
he llttle danger of its getting damp,
With old boards build a rough low
structure, covering roof and  erncks

with corn stalks. Not a fancy house,
costing considerable, but simply a

\-rt'--ir. rough structure which will be

practically  waterproof and comfort
able,  Let the swine have a portion of
the corn on the ear fed in this retreat,
nnd they will be happy and quite will-
ing to stay out of doors most of each
dany unless the wenther s unusually
colid: as a result one will have a elean-
or maln house, which is worth consld-
erible,
Iill’ll')‘ Notes,

MUK from uninspected herds shonld
not be sold to thep ublle.

Always give the dairy cow a chance
to exerclse In the open air when the
woither Is agrecable, but at no other
thme,

A too common source of human con-
sumption and typhold is milk,

As an extra and yet prudent precau-
tlon, pasteurization of  all
should he obligntory,

cream
Creamery manuagers should require
cvery cow whose milk 18 recelved at
their ereamery to be Inspected for tu-
[ bereulosis,

Winter dairving is nlways most In
favor In the older dalrying distriets.
This fact proves that experience dem-
onstrates winter dalrying to be the
!w;lt. Have the cows freshen In the
fall,

Cherry lee Cream.,
Put one pound of granulated sugar
and one-halr pint of water in a sauce-

pan over the flre. Btir untll the sugar
is all dissolved, then let the syrup
come to a boll. Drop in gently one
gquart of white cherries, pitted, and \
simmer fifteen minutes. Strain care-
fully, and when the syrup is cold add
one quart of sweet cream and freeze,
When It gets rather thick remove the
dasher, beat well with a wooden pad-
dle, and stir in the fruit. Pack and let
gtand three or four hours to ripen,
Another very nlce way to serve cherry,
jce cream I8 to stone and crush the
cherries, and add sugar to make them
swoeet. Chlll on lece, and put a spoons=
ful of the crushed fruit In small glass-
es, and heap over vanilla lce cream.
Raspherry, peach, apricot and banana
lce creams can be maded and served
with the same directions as strawe
berry or cherry lce creamas,

Onions and Ment.

All white meats gain flavor from a
dellcate onlon admixture with the
gravy, The onlon should be grated
and put over the meat before it has
Just finlshed roasting and then blend-
ed by basting. In this way one avolds
the burnt onlon slices, which some-
times result from other methods, and
which have, in a way, caused the ad-
ditlon of onlon to be regarded with dis-
favor.

Chestnut Staffing.

For o very simple stufling, shell and
blanch a couple of quarts of chestnuts
and boll for half an hour in water
enough to cover. Drain and mash, add
ing to them three tablespoonfuls of
butter, a level tablespoonful of salt, a
saltspoonful of pepper. a teaspoonful
of minced onion, two tablespoonfuls
of bread erumbs and the yolks of two
eggs.  Mix thoroughly and stuff the
turkey,

Bag Pudding.

One cup of currants,one cup of sead-
less ralsins, one cup of suet chopped
fine, one cup of mllk, one cup of mo-
lasses, three cups of flour, two tea-
spoonfuls of baking powder. Place in
a pudding bag, allowing room for it to
swell,  I'ut Into a Kettle of fast-boll-
Ing water and boll for three hours. It
may be kept on hand and steampd |

when wanted. h

Flam Jelly.

This jelly 15 very nice, and can he
made from large or small plums; it
Jells casier than nmoest other {rult,
Cook, and drain through a jelly-bag;
measure, and allow one pound of gran-
ulated sugar for each pint of juice;
hont the sugnr anid add, cooking from
twelve to fifteen minutes, then test,

suct Padding.

To ane teacuplful of finely chopped
suet add four cups of tlour that have
been sifted with a teaspoonful of bak-
ing powder,  Add a half-pound of ral-
sing, 0 cup of molnsses, o cap of milk
amd o pinch of salt. Flavor with cin-
namon, boll two and a half hours and
serve with sance,

Nut Cake.

Crenm one cup of butter with two
cups of sugar, add four beaten eggs,
one cup of cold water and three cups
of flour that has been sifted with three
teaspoonfuls of baking powder. Last
of all, stir in two cups of nut meats,
well dredged with flour,

Sweet l"rult"ﬂ\nlnd.

Mix together equal parts of Malaga
grapes, sliced bananas and halved
hickory nuts—all made very cold
Turn Into a glass bowl and cover with
a dressing.

Short Suggestions,

The dirtiest frying pan will become
clean If sonked five minutes In ammo-
nla and wiiter.

To bring out the brilllancy of cut
glass, ammonia should be placed In
the water in which it Is to be rinsed.

Discolored sancepans of enamel ean
often be made to look like new by
bolling a little ehloride of lme in tho
witter with which they are fllled,

To clean sponges when very foul
wash them in diluted tartaric acid,
rinsing them afterward in water: 1t

IT a cake falls In the center the
opening of the oven door and the con-
sequent rush of cold air may account
for It; too much buking powder mny
have been used, or the mixing may ba
at fault, Never shim or bang the oven
door when a cake Is inslde,

will make them very soft and wh!tl},* i

Ollcloth 1s a nlee covering for pas.
sugo Hoors, and if it is properly treats
ed It will last a long time. It #iould
be cleaned by belng rabbed with a
cloth dipped In paratfin ofl, Soap and
soda or amminia should never touch
it, for they will soon destroy the oll in
Its palnt and then it will quickly rot
and go Into holes,
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