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OPINIONS OF GREAT PAPERS ON IMPORTANT SUBJECTS

VA A A A o~

EECRET SOCIETIES IN SCHOOLS.
BCRET socletles In high schools and other
secondary schools are scathingly criticised in
a report to the Natlonal Educational Associa
tlon by a committer appolnted to Investigate
ilithelr effects, “Factional, and stir up strife
JJand contentlon,"” “snobblish,"” “‘dissipate energy
and proper ambition,” “foster a feeling of self-
importance,” “expensive and foster habits of extrava
gance,”" “wenken the efficiency of the school,” “detract In
terest from study,” are some of the grave charges made
against these organizations,

The Indletment la severe, but not too severe. Children
from 13 to 14 to 17 or 18 years of age nre not mature
enough to derlye benefit from organlzations of any kind
which are not supervised by older persons, but are mature
enough to recelve from them much harm. They are then
at the age when they are prone to Imltate all that Is bad or
foolish In the conduct of adults, and the only way they
can be kept from following this tendency 18 by restricting
thelr opportunity, School secret socleties enlarge the op-
portunity. This Is the main reason why puplls fight so
stoutly to prevent thelr suppression. The teachers, who
ghould know thelr effects best, are practically unanimous
in condemning secret socleties, and there 18 no renson to
doubt that In dolng so they alm at the good of the schools.

The National Educational Assoclation will not abollsh
gchiool “fraternities” by hearing reports or adopting reso-
lutlons. Children are persevering, They are especinlly
persevering when wrong, They nre most persevering when
they think they are spiting the teacher. Nothing gives the
average boy go much ungualified satisfaction as to think he
18 making the schoolmaster sit up nights and rack his
brain over the subject of school government, As long as
boys' fathers have c¢lubs and college young men have
“rrats,” high school boys will want “frats,” and probably
they will usually have them, no matter how often they
may be put down, If teachers could enlist the hearty sup-
port of parents In the contest the result might be different.
The remedy for secret socleties nnd other follles in second.
ary schools Is for pareunts to tell children to obey their
teachers, and, if they disobey, to punish them.—Chiengo
Tribune.

SUGGESTIONS ON LIFE INSURANCE.
IFE insuranee In New England has for many
yvears been managed with exceptional efficiency
pnd houesty, In New York that kind of man-
agement has too often been lacking. Many
persons now far advanced in years can recall
the time, some thirty years ago, when a num-
ber of New York life insurance companies went
to the wall. Some of these had many policies outstunding
in all parts of the country, and their fallure was so com-
plete that the polley holders did not recelve a cent. And
the well-founded report that the recelvers of the defunct
companies fattened on the spolls wrung from wldows and
orphans did not mitigate the anger with which outsiders
- looked on that carnival of dlabolism in the Empire State.
’J t Is because the record of New Epgland s in happy con-
trast with all this that adviee from that gquarter on the
trouble in the Equitable Life of New York has a speclal
interest. A committee of New England poelley holders In
the Equltable has spoken words of truth amd soberness,
This committee declares that no matter what may he the
result of the various Investigations now In process, the
policy of the company should be transformed o the fu-
ture, It belleves—and who will deny?—thut the compuny
belongs to the polley holders, aml should be managed by
them; that the surplus should not aceumulate beyond the
just needs of the soclety, but should go to the poliey hold
ers In the form of reduced premiums or, otherwise; that
provision should Le made by law, If necessary, to prevent a
needless surplus; that the funds of the Eqguitable shonld
be regarded as those of savings banks, and their invest-
ment should be surrounded by the same legal safeguards:
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that the officiala should be prevented from engaging In
other business and from using the company's funds to fur-
ther thelr private Interests,

All of those propositions are manifestly Just and unde-
ninbly expedient,—Washington Post,

THE POST CARD NUISANCE.

UNITED STATES Judge at Trenton—let us
give his name—Judge Willlam M., Lanning, has
charged the United States grand jury to look
up the matter of sending *“flashy” post cards
i through the malls.

It {8 high time that some officlal took notice
of this growing evil. Any Chicagoan who
walks State street or other avenues of trade must notice
that week by week the malling cards exposed for sale in
shop windows are progressing from mere vulgurity to abso-
hite Indecency., Some are of a sort that should promptly
bring thelr seller or the man who sends them through the
malls before a eriminal court. The matter {8 one of more
than ordinary importance. A soclety exlsts for the purpose
of stopping the sale of Indecent books and pletures. But
the purchaser of such artleles I8 usually a degenerate seek-
Ilng them for the gratifieation of his own vulgar and de
praved taste,

Agalnst the evll of the indecent or vulgar post card
there Is to-day no defense, The purest-minded malden, the
most refined wife, may at any time have delivered to her
by the government of the United States a card carrying an
Indecent suggestion, or a vulgar {nnuendo, open to all to
read, exposing her to the ridicule of all who see It In pass-
ing. The Postoffice Department Is now doing something

to stop this. Let the censorshp be rigid.—Chlcago Ex-
aminer,

THE DECADENCE OF THE DANCE,
ANCING, It #eems, I8 not what It once was
and even the waltz has deteriorated. People
romp and cnll it dancing, to the disgust of
those whose memories recuall the grace and
stately dignity of the movements of former
times, "“Today,” says “Professor” Bowen at
the conventlon of the Ameriean Professors of
Duaneing, “dancing conslsts malnly of jumps and jerks.
Griace and dignity have vanlshed from It and the two-step
Is responsible It Is proposed to abolish the odlous two-
step and bring back the minuet; but this we fear, Is as lm-
practicable as it 18 to bring back the “grace and dignity”
that charancterized the manners of serious people 100 yenrs
ago, The present age 1s averse to many things that pleased
the fathers and grandfathers. It takes life in a horry and
takes Its amusements In a tonch-and-go spirlt. The drama,
the poem, the novel—all are sald to be decadent. Like
manners, they have been abbreviated. The two-step may
be gad enough, but it has the merit of belng In accord with
present tendencles.—Baltlmore Sun.,

THE HELLO GIRL.

I have all felt at times that the telephone still
lacks a great deal to be a perfeet machine, that
there Is Inattention, poor connection, needless
delny and sometimes almost impudence In the
telephone service, but how few ever feel that
it Is wot an automatic machine that they are
using, that the volee they hear answering their
impntience is not a part of the machine, that there Is a
persongal eqguation to be consldered, a woman away off
somewhere in the unidentified “central,” who has feelings
and self-respeet, just as otfer women have; a woman who
will recognize n cross tone just as quickly as if she were
visihly present, and a woman entitled to respectful treat-
ment, just ag much ns if she were in her own home. The
fact that you can stamd miles away and talk Into her ear
does not detract from the right to the kind word and civil
trentment.—Jersey City Journal,

! that It was his turn to try. The oth- [ In the ground and fmbedded in cement

they willingly sat|[to make them permanently rigid.

down to rest while the young man | These posts are formed of a number
went off down the hillslde, It was | of tubular sectlons unlted at the Jolnts
they

heard a “Hue- | by collars, the Intter mode with sock-
which reecelve the supporting
braces, Upper amd lower tracks are

effectun] than half an hour of desul- “I almost always tind things,” he |Supported by these braces, the whole

tory hunting, which, In its exclted | gq10  “I search

ke a dog. [ lay |belng further braced and  supported

flurry, often pusses in plaln sight the

article which It seeks, An exuample

of this prineiple Is often seen In the

cnse of the small boy, who, when the
|

family bave scrambled valnly about
for the dropped thimble, announces
that he will look for It “Indiun fash
fon.” He les qguletly down on the
floor, and bringing hix eye on a level
with the carpet, soon sples the missing
object. In “A Girl In the Karpa
thinng,'" Miss Dowle glves another in-
ptunce of letting bralns do the work
of the muscles,

The party was rlding up a steep
mountalnslde when suddeunly the au-
thor discovered that she had lost her

| gold wateh. It was an helrloom and
L much valued; there was nothing to do
| but to turn back on the trall.  Ahout
i two miles hefore she had made the
' discovery her horse had slipped, and
: she had rolled off. It must have bheen

’4_ then that her wateh was dropped.

j} . The little party returned on the path,
' wildly #earching here aud there. When

they reached the place of the tumble

Al there was a grand huot, which lasted

41 a long time,
‘ Then, tired out and heated, the
J searchers returned to where the lorses
were tethered and acknowledged them.

‘ gelves beaten. “lU've turned up every
fern leaf and grass Llnde,” sild one,
“1t's no use,”" excelilmed the anthor;

' and she declared she would not look
.-: again for all the watches fu the world,
139 A young artlst In the party had
4 stayed with tue horses while the rest

weare bunting. Now bLe announced

down on my face and Nstened, and I
heard the ticking when the wateh was
a meter away. Then I crawled on my
hands and knees antll I found 1t.”

ELEVATED RAILWAY.,

Any linte of Specd Can Be Attained
with Perfect Safety,

Several of the larger eities In the

Unlted States are In need of an ele-

vinted raflway to aceommodate  thae

ELEVATED ROADL AXD CAR,

heavy rullway trathie In the more
densely populated sectlons which the
gurface lnes are unable to handle,
Because of the unsglghtliness of ele-
vated rallways at present in use, thelr
further use has been dlscontinued in
favor of the underground road. An
Ohlo engineer has Invented an  éle-
vated rallway bullt on entirely new
{deas, This structure I8 made of a
serles of individual posts, firmly set

by a span mechanlsm,  All of the
braces, arms and other parts are mnde
of tubes or plpes. The ralls are car-
rledl on the outer extremities of the
horizontal erossnrms, and nre arranged
In parallel pafrs one above the other,
g0 that an upper and a lower rall con-
stitute a track for n car. All the cen-
tral posts are equlpped with lateral
nrms for one or more lines of cars at
eanch side. Tt Is clpimed that by this
construncetion it is possible to bulld an
elevated structure which will stand
perfectly rigld and which needs no
specinl provision for expansion or con-
traction in Ita frame work and track
and has tight joints in all tempera-
tures. IFFurthermore, it occuples the
mintmum of surface room possible In
an elevated road, and belng tubular
throughout, obscures light less and is
less objectlonable to the eye than any
other now In use. Any speed can be
ntalned with perfeect safety.
More than Eyen,

“Mow can you shake hands so cor-
dially with that man when you know
he hates you?" sald Jags

“You see, 1 have the better of him,”
replled Wags, “lle doesn’t hate me
half ag bad as 1 do himl"—Detroit
Free Press,

Some of these days sober, serious
business men will cease from thelir
labors long enough to tic & big ribbon
bow In the hair of the man who has
no higher ambition than to move In
what he regards as exclusivi®soclety,
and chase him off the streets,

Emlille Poulsson, whosa noted hook,
“Finger Plays,” goes steadlly through
edition after edition, and who has long
had a leading name in the kindergar
ten work of this country, 18 one of the
few who ean wrlte really musical and
well-liked rhymes for children, and
her new book, “The Runaway Donkey
and Other Rhymes,"” proves 1t

“UIr: a Gulde to Bad Manners,” Is
an amusing lttle volume of burlesque
verses and 1llustrations by James
Montgomery Flagg., A number of pop-
ular but mistaken wenknesses and
ways of humanity are carleatured In
Its merrily sarcastic pages, and though
a lttle of this sort of thing goes a
long way, there are a number of hearty
laughs 1u the book,

“Marriage,” by Jane Dearborn Mills,
represents a new, enlarged and entire-
Iy rewritten editlon of this llttle vol
ume. Prettily bound and printed, it
almsa to help toward higher happlness,
through spiritunl marriage. There |8
no doubt of the writer's fine Intent or
enthuslasm. “Marriage ls character
growth and is galned through service”
l& the foreword that opens the book,

“Glad Tilings: How to Obtaln Hap-
plness and Health,” 18 the title of n
book concerning which the author, who
wishes to be known slmply as “n re
tired business man of Chleago,” says
that It has been written “to do good,
not to make money.” Evangellcal but
nonsectarian in character, It alms to
point out “the way to happiness and
health by followlng the teachings of
Jesus."

“Reading the ‘Pepper Books' s just
ke having the fun yourself,” ls the
unlgue capiession of o girl of 12 after
reading these famous books, and no
one has ever better expresssd the true
gecret of the charm and enormous pop-
ularity of this serles, the tenth vol-
ume of which, “Ben Pepper,” 18 now
ready.  Other members of the famlily
had had books named after them, and
It wus only fale that Ben, the “qulet,
stendy-as-a-rock boy,” should have slmn-
llar attention.

Miss DBraddon, the novellst, enjoyed
her first trinmph more than forty years
ago, but at 68 years of age—her birth
day fell a few days ago—she I8 stlll
able to weave plots with the hest of
them. “Lady Audley's Secret,” the
most notable plece of fictlon which
she devised, was her second long story,
and she was only 24 when It was pro-
duced, There 18 a strange story of s
orlgin, Jolin Maxwaell, the publisher,
hind determined to start a magazine,
By an unfortunate aceldent the serial
story was not forthcoming. The pub
lisher and edlitor were at thelr wits'
erdd, Miss Braddon heard of the difi-
eulty, and went to see the editor, There
were only twenty-four hours to gpare,
“What Is the latest time you could
glve me?' asked the young novellst,
“Well," replled the editor, “If the man-
uscript of the openlng chapters were
to be on my breakfast table In the
morning that would be In time.” Next
morning when the editor went down to
his breakfast, he found among his let-
ters the first few chapters of “Lady
Audley's Seeret.” The plot of it Mlas
Braddon bad had In her mind; the writ-
Ing had been done at fever heat In a
few hours,

“The Speculations of John Steele,"”
by Robert Barr, recently published In
parts serlally and since elaborated Into
a book, s an absorbing story of ona
man's struggles In the finanelnl world.
The first, and by far best, part of the
story 18 taken up with his experience
In the rallroad business, in which
Steele, as statlon master and general
utllity man at an obscure way statlon

Hitchen's 8Siding-—shows wonderful
capacity and judgment In an emergen-
cy and rises from obscurity to eml-
nence In rallway clreles, sometimes
over the heads of older officials. He
Is left a fortune by an uncle, loses
most of it through those manipulations
pecullar to rallway magnuates—of hls
own system, too—and goes off to Eu-
rope In a bhuff. A remnant of good
stock nets him a tldy sum on the rlse,
and he returns to America to pursue a
serlies of exciting but frultless specu-
latlve contests, whereln he I8 always
worsted by one opponent meore shrewd
than he, with almost boundless re
sources, Hls fortune Is swept away,
but through a certaln poetle justice
he gets It all back and more In marry-
Ing the daughter of his late business
enemwy. John Steele ls a vitally realls.
tle character and the history of his
speculative enterprises ls absorbing In
the extreme, but the effort to develop
a convineingly sentimental slde to him
in valn. Womankind enter more or
less Into his misfortunes, but the final
love eplsode 1s merely grotesque, a re-
grettable lapse from the otherwise ar-
tistic work in the book.

FREED FROM LIVING DEATH.

Famous Russian Nevolutionist Neem
to Visit This Country.

In a short time Michael Nicolle
viteh Trigonl, one of the most famous
of Russian revolutionists, will arrive

=1in this country,
| having been re
leased from prison
i on Baghallen Isk
4] and. He has served
24 years' imprison-
{ ment in the fort-
ress of Peter and
Paul and onm Ba-
ghallen Island for
complicity in the
ussassination of

MICHAKL TRIGONL Alexander IL

Trigonl's career Is replete with ro-
mance and adventures. He was the
son of an aristocratic family, and had
studled In the University of Odeasa.
He was a very handsome young man,
always dressed neatly, and his man-
ners were charming, Instead of leads
ing the pleasurable, peaceful life of
an aristocrat he devoted himself to &
life full of danger In order to work
for the overthrow of the bureaucracy.

In 1881 he was one of the Important
members of the famous Executive
Committee of the party that was
known as the Noradnoya Volya (The
Will of the People), the same com-
mittee that undermined the tracks
over which the Czar's traln was blown
np, The Czar was not hurt as he was
not in the traln at that time. Then
followed the famous explosion that
oceurred In the Czar's dining-room in
the winter palace. Alexander IL
would surely have been killed then
had the bomb not exploded a few
minutes too soon, Other terroristio
deeds were committed. At last the
remarkable conspirney that brought
about the death of Alexander IL. was
organized. The leader of this con-
splracy was the revolutionist Zhelis-
bov. Trigonl was one of Zhellabov's
closest friends. The work was thor-
oughly well organized. A street
through whileh the Czar's earriage
wus expected to pass was mined, and
In order to make sure of the attack
four revolutionlsts were placed with
bombs on four different corners,

Shortly before this Trigonl was sent
by the Executive Committee on o mis-
slon to Berlin. The German police
were more watchful than the police
of 8t. Petersburg. The German sples
gsoon found out that an important rev-
olutlonlst was there and immediately
notified the Russinn  government.
When Trigonl returned to Russia sples
followed him to hls home on Neveki
Prospect, In 8t, Petersburg.

On Friday, Feb, 27, 1881, Zhellabov
took farewell of his sweetheart, Sophia
Perovskayn, and went to the cheese
store from which the mine was laid
under the street to blow up the CUzar,
I'rom there he went to visit Trigonl

That evening while the two revolu-
tlonlsts were holding a conference
they were arrested, The conspliracy
was at once tnken charge of by Bophla
Perovskayn, Everything was arranged
In a hurry, and on the next day Alex-
nnder 11, was killed by a bomb, Zhe
linbov and Perovsknya, together with
three other Nihilists, dled on the gal
lows. Trigonl was “buried alive” in
the dungeon of the Iortress of Peter
and Paul, Three years ago he was
exiled to Saghalien Island.

AN OLD MASTER.

The Rev. Russell Day, an Hton mas-
ter about 40 years ago, was very
striet, and to galn his approval Ia
“saylng lesson" was almost an !mpos-
sibllity-——at least the author of “Mem-
ories of Hton and Etonlans," says he
found It so. "Little Day,” or “Parva
Dles,"” as he was generally called, nev-
er prompted a boy, and at the very
first mistake, or if the boy forgot a
word, he was dlsmlssed at once with;

“Write It out, my friend.”

As this same writing out took twen-
ty minutes at least, most of the boys
were In the hablt of writing It out
beforehand, In preference to spending
a long tlme trying to learn It, and then
belng ecalled upon by “my friend” to
write It out at the first breakdown.

Mr. Day used to suffer from gout
or neuralgle pains, and there s a story
that once, having ordered a boy to
“write It out,” and then having a sud-
den twinge, followed It up with “twice;
my friend,"” and when the boy showed
gome surprise, he continued, as an-
other twings came on, “and once in
the Greek character!”

Ile was a clever and accomplished
man, and when not suffering was
amusing and full of fun. One day a
boy came Into his room to summon a
boy who bad been committing some
offense to “stay after school"—a form
of command progroosticating & “swish.
Ing."

“What may your name be?” Mr, Day
asked of the prepositor.

“(‘ole, slr,” replled the boy.

“I'hen, my friend," sald Mr. Day, "I
think you had better scuttle.”

Just because talk 1s cheap, I8 ne

reapon why anyone should use & lot
ol it
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