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Drifting With the Ice.

GREAT many people drift

“an easy job.”

fallure. Thousands who have adopted

oid age, to begging In the streets, to dependence on grudg-
Many of these unfortu-
nates, if they had taken stock of themselves In youth, or
had taken the trouble to find out thelr success possibilities
and had planned their lives along common-sense, manly
lines, might have contributed Inrgely to the service of man-
kind and attalned honor and prosperity in thelr chosen

Ing relatives, or to the almshouse,

callings,

Oliver Wendell Holmes says that it does not matter so
much where one stands as the direction In which lLe is
If you are working according to an intelligent
plan; if you are trying to make everything you do n means
of advancement to the gonl you have in view; If your great
ambition is, not to make yourself famous, or rich, or hap-
Py, but to make your life mean something in God's world,
go ahead, for you are moving In the right direction and
But if you are looking for an easy
place, or running away from hard work;
less, or indifferent, or careless to tuke stock of yourself, to
declde upon the path you wish to take, to look earefully
ahead, but not too far ahead, or to make out an intelligent
plan of action and follow It as nearly as you can, no mat-
ter where you stand, you are not moving in the right

moving.

Wwill rench your goal,

dlirection.—Success,

Those Defective Country Schools,

T would seem that a large number of clty pro-
fessors are spending time needlessly In devis.
Ing means to elevate the country or district
Not that the distrlet schools do not
need improvement, but when repeated experl-
ences come to llght in every day life where
some green country boy has come Into the clty
and made a product of the clty schools look ke a handful
of amall change, it would seem that the country schools are

schools.

aot wholly void of good results,

“Beware of the man of one book,” Is an old adage and
herein i a thought that instructors often overlook in try-
ing to eram the thought and culture of forty centuries into
Indeed, one of the strongest objec-
tions to the highly developed school systems of to-day Is
the endeavor to learn everything Instead of learning a few
Two many studles, just as too
much reading, dissipate the mind, and prevent the develop-
ment of the reasoning faculties. The ability to reason cor-
-rectly Is of far more consequence to the high school grad-
uate than to know what Kind of fosslls may be found in
Egypt or what Alexander sald after he had whipped every-

a l4-year-old student.

fundamental things well.

body In sight,

Of course It may be sald that the country boy comes to
the city to complete his education, but his habits of ren-
soning, of studying one thing well nntil he has mastered it,

out alm or purpose or offort.

They do unot concern them-
selves at all as to whether or not there Is any
prospect of advancement In it, whether it offers any oppor-
tunity for self-development or not, or whether it Is a
stumbling-block instead of a stepping-stone to thelr future
welfare. They have nelther plan, nor program, nor ambi-
tion to guide them. They simply live for to-day, and, lter-
&lly, “take no thought for the morrow."

This happy-go-lucky polley ean lead to but one thing—

through life with-

They flont along
the line of least resistance, avoiding all obsta-
cles and shrinking from anything that looks
llke hard work. Thelr great desire Is to get

many studies that

it have drifted, in

Inmber,
tion, the plonecer of the frigate class, with her fifty-five
24-pounder guns, and her c¢rew of 463 men and boys, salled
without orders from the harbor where she now lies to ou-‘

iIf you are too list-
tution.

n figure,

sels which are no
official

rivals.

Washington Post,
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W. L. Tomlins, the veteran choral di-
rector, sometimes surprises his pupils
by analyses of thelr volces made af-
ter the induetlve method, Recently,
while he was vislting at a conntry
house, an instance occurred which led
his hostess to eall him “the musleal
8herlock Holmes."

A young woman had sung two sim-
ple ballads, to the enjoyment of the
party—and of Mr. Tomlins, When
she hiad finished he sald:

“Let me see. When you were about
12 years old you went to school In n
room with about forty other puplils.
You were fond of singing, and especlal-
ly of part singing. Your teacher was
also fond of part songs. Though you
preferred to sing soprano, your volce
wias s0 low that you could carry the
alto, There were not more than three
others In the room who could also
sing alto, and none of them sang s
well as you, S8tlll, though there wers
8o few of you, you sang with such
enthusiasm and love for singing that
it was always a dellght to you and
your teacher, and with your ald the al-
tos could be heard In sufficlent strength
to balance the sopranos. You always
had part songs at the exhibltions—
and you led the altos In them.”

"Goodness!" exclalmed the young
woman. “However did you find that
out? That |s exactly what happened
all through the year I was In the sev-

_enth grade and part of the elghth, at
© Glencoe,

But who told you?"

“Your volee told me,” replled Mr.
Tomling. *“I heard all that while you
sang. ‘Your higher volce ls your nat-
ural volee, but you have a strong low-
er volce also. The two are of very
different quality. The lower volee has
the exuberance, the buoyant strength
that comes most easlly to a child,
singing without any conventional re-
stralning of emotion—a volee that s
used to expressing all of you-—your-
self,

*“Your natural volce I8 more re-
stralned, It has been tralned, but Its

has become so established with him that he succeeds better
than the elty boy who has all along been distracted with so

which no mind of tender age could be expected to assim-
llate, Of course there are a number of things that the city
teacher can do and is doing to establish more harmonious
relations between the district and the city schools, but
there Is no occasion for anyone to lay nwake nights trying
to save the country school pupil from oblivion.
should give them more concern Is to asslst the country
school as not to crush the life out of it by londing on a
lot of worthless stuff that most boys of ordinary Intellf
gence plek up without effort, and other studles that should
be taken up In maturer years—Toledo Blade,

Save Old Ironsides.
ENTIMENT or the serap henp?
it be? Has the American public forgotten “OId
Ironsides?”
money for “mere sentlment?”
questions presented by the fews that the his.
torle ship Consatitution, nosw
harbor, must be repaired or broken up for uld|
It Is almost a hundred years since the (‘.nnsum-|

gnge the redoubtable British Guerrierre,
remembers the 10th of August, 1812, when the “terror ot|
the world” was reduced In forty minutes to a helpless |
mastiess hulk, rolling in the trough of the sen, and the
pride of Britaln was humbled,

It would take about

“sentiment"”
one.—Kansas Clty World.

When Will the World Speak English?

HE time I8 coming when English will be the
unlversal tongue,
the present
young no one could make a satisfactory tour
of the continent unless he was able to speak
and understand French,
some remote corner where eivillzation has not
penetrated, a knowledge of French I8 not essentlal.
all the highways of travel English I1s spoken by a large
proportion of those who deal with the tourist clusa,
vast number of Americans who vislt Europe and whose
knowledge of the language is very llmited has made it
necessary for foreigners to learn English,
the teaching of the Enpglish language Is considered essen-
tial and In mercantile houses it has been found that only
through a knowledge of English can the German manufae-
turers hope to compete with thelr British and American
The activity of the English in Africa has done
much toward the spread of the language in that continent,
and the same result has been attained in other quarters of
the globe through the establishment of English colonles,—

they are an undigested mass of facts

What

Which shall

Or does the public grudge the

These are the

Iying In Boston

Perhaps no one

200,000 to restore the old Constl-

For that sum she could be fitted with masts, saia
and guns and made entirely seaworthy.
would serve as a naval museum, and a permanent memo-
rinl to her own vallant services, and of the brilliant vhap-|
ter In American history In which she was so conspleuous
And that is what ought to be done,

Our statutes provide for the sale or destruction of voes-

In this shape she

longer worth repairing.
account.

There is no
Congress might well open

This is almost the case at

time., When our fathers wers

To-day, except In
Along

The

In Germany
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effects are studled and not so natural.
It 18 not so strong as the other, and
has been tralned slnce you grew old
enough to guard conventlonally against
expressing all you feel, With that
and a knowledge of how school chil-
dren sing the reasoning was easy."”

DUPLICATING APPARATUS.

Copies of Waybills, Etc. Made in a
Handy Manner.

The modern, up-to-date business
man always has his bills made out in
duplicate, and sometimes in triplicate,
but generally the former I8 deemed
sufliclent. In thls way a perfect rec-

READILY MANIPULATED,

ord Is made of the original blll, and
In case of mistake, when It I8 neces-
sary to refer to the bllls, the record
Is readlly procured. A handy duplleat-
Ing apparatus has been patented by
an Oregon Inventor, by which dupli-
cate coples of bills, waybllls, ete., ean
be made without the hand coming In
contact with the earbon paper. The
frame I8 made with a slde and back
of the saume size as the bills to he
used. In the back of the frame are
vertical slots which hold a palr of slid-
Ing hinges. Connected wlth the
hinges I8 a wire frame to which the
carbon sheet ls attached, the frame
arranged parallel to the sides and
back, one slde plece belng longer than
the other to serve as a handle for
lifting the carbon paper. The afixing

of the carbon sheets to the holder

can be done by folding the ends of the

loop which slips over the rod. In
using the apparatus the pad of dupll
cate sheets on which the earbon du-
plieate of the wayblll or other writ.
ing 18 to be made is plnced on the bot-
tom of the case, the earbon holder
then arranged so that the sheet of car-
bon will rest on top of the pad. The
bill or writing of which a duplieate
I8 to be made is placed on top of the
earbon sheet and the face of the bill
s then filled out In the usual way;
slmultaneously with filling out a car-4
bon duplicate of the writing Is made
on the uppermost sheet of the pad, By
then lfting the earbon bolder on Its
hinge the uppermost sheet of the pad
can be removed and the device rear-
ranged for further work., As the pad
diminishes In use the hinges gradually
work down in thelr socket, so as to
malntain the earbon and sheet In the
proper position until the last sheet In
the pad has been usad, after which a
fresh pad of duplicate sheets Is placed
in position. There Is no handling o#
the carbon by the fingers after it has
been affixed on the holder. Further-
more, the sheets of puper on whh'li
the original and duplicates of waybilis
are written are frequently printed In
form of blanks. When of this form
the apparatus Insures thnt the original
sheet when placed In the case I8 prop-
erly positioned twith respect to the pad
underlylng the carbon sheet,

His OMelnl Title,

Colonel Willlam Verbeck, of S8t
John's School, at Manlinsg, N, Y., tells
the following story of the closing ex-
erclses at a Syracuse school:

A little girl was asked, Who 18 the
head of our government?

“Mr, Roosevelt,” she replled prompt-
ly.

“That Is right,’ said the teacher,
“but what is his officlal title?’

“Teddy!" responded the little miss
proudly.

When a young man spends his
money freely, two choruses go up:

earbon paper back in the form of al

That from old women of “How fool-
Ish!"” and that from young women of

"How generous!"

TOPICS OF THE TIMES,

A CHOICE SELECTION OF INTER.
ESTING ITEMS,

Comments and Criticiams Based Upon
the Happenings of the Day- Histerk
cal and News Notes,

It is not hard to understand Edl
gon's predilection for a Hght dlet.

The Mikado continues to give eredit
to his ancestors, He hopes posterity
will do lkewlse,

The MeCurdys doubtless are Insured
In thelr own company, but they don't
need the Insurance,

Ewing, N. J.,, has a $5,000 pigsty.
The natural supposition Is that it also
hins a fool with money,

The apple trust s sald to have been
organized. The public should lose no
time In speaking for the core.

“The American army wlll not bear
close Inspection,” says the Berlin
Kreuz-Zeltung., Partlicularly by foes,
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Texns, having placed Itself squarely
on record as concerng the goo-goo eye
Inlgquity, 18 ready to tackle the life In-
surance problem,

Emma Goodman, the anarchist, Is
now earnlng n lving as a halrdreesser,
Herr Most exhibits no  Inclination,
however, to go to work.

The King of Servin has sent his son
and helr to Russin to “learn to be n
soldier,” Many a parent makes a mis-
take by sending his son to the wrong
school,

There 1s a pleasing prospect that the
thme Ig coming when there will not be
so muech diserepancey between what a
IIfe Insurance official. gets and what
he enrns,

If President MeCall, In spite of his
large smalary, Is a poor man and
“heavily In debt,” a few others who
do not draw quite as much will perk
up a bit,

The doctors have found that kissing
in winter s especlally dangerous,
Those who ean should arrange to do
most of their kissing In the good old
summer time,

After all, Grover Cleveland has
probably been saying only such things
about the woman suffrage movement

that a great many other men think but
dare not say,

A poem written by a Phlladelphin
glrl attracted the attention of a rich
farmer, who marrled her. And yet
there are people who say It doesn't
pay to write poetry,

The stage will need no defenders
when it may be sald of all actors as
It now can be of Sir Henry Irving:
“He never sullled the stage with an
unworthy performance."

band's duty to whip his wife once In
& while, BStead must be jealous of
Grover Cleveland for the notlee he has
recently been recelving,

Why does the postofice department
go all the way to Callfornia to break
up a guessing contest when the weanth-
er bureau is doing business right un-
der Its nose In Washington?

Mr. Carnegle boldly attacks
halr on women's heads, He says It Is
a germ breeder. Mr., Carnegle could
do this sort of thing with a better
face If he would shave off his beard.

long

Whatever may be ocenpying the at-
tention of your Insurance company, or
however crowded with affalrs its hours
may be, It will not fall to refresh your
memory as to the payment of that it
tle premlum,

It would not be true to say that tho
people who denounce rich men would
themselves be willing to aceept
riches, no matter bhow acquired. It
I8 certain, however, that all men would
be glad to possess a competence hon-
estly won, The question, then, hangs
on the definition of a competence.
Until we have a general agreement on
that point It will be difficult to define
where honest accumulation ends and
“talnted money"” begins,

The profession of lobbylng makes
men Inexpressibly conrse, disgusting-
ly sly and discouragingly pessimistic
on the subject of human character.
No man can be a lobbylst without be-
Ing all things to all men, With the re-
liglous humbug he must affect a sane-
timonious demeanor, With the rake
he must be ready to exchange lusclous
Jests and prurient stories. With the
dull, pragmatiec purist he must be the
sly, sleek hypocrite untll he lands his
thlck-witted vietim. All these actlvi-
ties are severe enough upon the char-
acter of the lobbylst, but when he
knows that they are perhaps only pre-
lHminary to cash payment, it 18 scarce-
ly to be wondered at that the profes-
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slonal lobbyist becomes a sickening

reptilian spectacle In the eyes of homd
est men, ! |

+
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Some time ago two hundred elnl‘
women In one of the central Stated
were asked the gquestion, “Who {8 the
greatest woman  In history?  The
question certalnly 18 not 0 new oho—
one wonders sometimes how many
centurles ol 1t really fs—and the ane
ewers Included nnmes of women whosa
commanding intellect, personnl charm
or self-sacrificing Ilnbors for human-
ity had made them famous the world
over, Yet the prize answer held the
name of none of these. This s the
way It read: “The wife of a man of
modernte menns, who does her own
cooking, washing and froning, brings
up a large family of girls and boys to
bhe useful members of soclety, and
finda time for her own intellectual and
moral improvement, is the greatest
woman In all our history.” Probably
many a fired housewlfe, rending the
answer, has thought grimly that the
woman who does her own housework,
brings up a large family, and “finds
time for her own Intellectunl and mor«
al improvement” deserves to be ealled
the greatest woman In history, Pos-
sibly she ls even gullty of a passing
wigh that the writer of the paragraph
In question might try for herself, and
see how much time she wounld find for
Intellectunl and wmoral lmprovement,
Yet, although provecative of possible
irritation, the prize answer has com-
fort, too, In the naturnl course of
things, to be the “greatest” woman in
history must be a solltary glory, but
oune may fall short of such distinetion,
nnd yet make the world the rieber for
n life of toll not forgetful of [deals,
The comfort Hes (n the fact that more
and more the work of the housemother
—rlch or poor, provided only that
heart and hands give glad service—Ia
tnking the first place In the world's
honor list.

The rallway statistles of the worlt
are nmong the surprising fncts of our
time, especlally when one remembers
that the entire system has been devels
oped within lHttle more than one long
lifetime.  There are men still living
who can remember when there was
not a mlle of enilway west of the
State of New York. The steam rall-
way mlilenge of the world at the open-
ing of the current -year was 537,105
miles and of this enormous extent
more than half, or 270,385 mlles, lles
in Ameriea, very much the larger part
belng In the United States. In Europe
there are IST.770 miles, leaving only,
nbhout 75,000 mliles for Asin, Africa
nnd Australasin, but while the aver-
nge cost of construction per mile of
roatl in Europe Is stated at more than
$107,000, that in all the rest of the
world Is less than $80,000, in which 1y
Included nll the costly ronds In the
mountain reglons of this country. This
glves one a vivid notlon of the differ-
ence between developing a rallway
system In an Inhabited country and
developing a new country by con-
structing rallwnys. A more vivid ap-
preciation of the colossal proportions
of the system Is found in the commer+
clal value of the ronds, which Is set
down in an estimate snld to have been
made with great care nt $438,000,000,000¢
for the world, which includes not oniy
the roadways, but the rolling stock
other than that owned by private cown-
panies, such as the Pullman and oth«
ers, of which Intter there are sald to
be $123,000,000 In this country alone,
A little more ‘than half of this enor-
mous aggregate of value s asalgned
to the European roads, while the com-
mercial value of the ronds In the
United States alone, exclusive of tho
aforesnid private company cars, I8 set'
down at $11,245,000000. These amaz-
Ing figures are of profound Interest as
a matter of history alone, but of even
deeper interest as some proximate
mensure of what I8 llkely to be the
development of the next fifty years.
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A Versatile Excuse, 3

On my way to church one morning [
passed two little newshoys who stood
beside a third, watching him work
devastation on a blg, red-cheeked ap-
ple. At last one could no longer con-
trol the eraving that came over him
a8 he covetously obgerved the demons-
stratlons of gastronomlie pleasure with
which the eater greedily embellished
his repast,

“Plaze glve me
wan!" he begged.

“Naw," was the answer, Iull-ru[mrﬂed‘
with nolsy “chawnks” and maddening,
long-drawn Intakes of lusclous julce;
“naw. Me maw sald I dassn’t.”

Qulck as a wink the suppliant saw:
through the wily subterfuge and re-
torted:

“Thin me maw'll say Ol dassn’'t th*
nixt tolme Ol hov wan."—Judge.

wan

What He Needed.
“Want t' put adv-tizshment in youe
paper,” sald the bibulous man., *“Musht
have shomebody take care me."

“Yes," replled the clerk, “you want,’

to advertise for a valet?"
*No, Better shay: ‘Wanted—Shnake
charmer."—Philadelphia Press,

What has become of the old-fash-,
foned woman who grated hard roasts
Ing ears, and made mush out of lh1

meal? _
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