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THE DIAMOND RIVER

BY DAVID MURRAY

CHAPTER V.

The blg man finished hix big meal and
took an armchair by the fire, He un
laced his shoes, pushed them from his
feet and put on a palr of slippers, talking
all the time (n sheer exuberance of
wirits,

“Amd now,” he said, 'it's your turn,
tarn, Harvey., lLet's dizscuss your pros
pects, For my own part, I'm a man of
my word, unless 1 see good reason for
going back from it. Unless something
which won't be of my making comes it
between us, you'll be my heir. How
Jike you are to your poor dear mother)
ear me! | was saying Come In."

He broke off hix speech to answer a
knoek at the door. A walter entered.

“Mr. Jethroe, 1 believe, sir?"”

“Mr. Jethroe? Yes"

*“I wan to say, sir, that a gentleman
representing the Hzekiel firm is in the
house, and to nxk ¥ou at what time it
would be convenient for you to see him
n the morning.”

Harvey Martin Jethroe *he elder rose,
He cleared his throat with a loud, rasp-
Ing cough.

“What name did the gentleman give?"'
be asked,

“He didn't give L8 nnme to me, sir,"”
the waiter answered; “but the gentleman
is= staying hore, mir, and 1 belicve it
i» n Mr. Joseph Taylor”

“Taylor?" saaid Unpele Martin,
tioningly. *“Taylor? New man.
likely. You said the Ezekiel firm?"

“Yen, nir, the Kzekiel frm."

“Oh, well, tell iim to choose his own
time between nine and mid-dny.”

“Thank you, sir."

The walter vanished, and Uncle Mar-
tin resumed his seat by the fire. His
manner was so pltered that the dullest
observer in the world could not have
missed the change. He made some at-
tempt to talk in the old way, and, failing
in that, he set his nephew talking: but
he lapsed into such evident oblivion of
what was being suid that the younger
man went silent in his turn.  The cessa-
tion of his companion's speech served to
awalken him.

“Well?' he sald, suddenly.
Harvey., Go on, lad.”

“1 am afraid, siv,” snid Harvey, “youn
have had some kind of unpleasing re
minder. Perhaps you would rather that
1 didun't trouble you just at present,”

“Well, yes," sald his uncle, “it's nn-
pleasing. A set of hungry scoundrels! 1
shouldn’t wonder now——""

He sank once more into a complete
absteaction, and sat with his big hands
ﬂﬂ"ll“'hﬂ‘ between his konees, looking into

@ nre,

P !Qwook here, Harvey,” he said, recow
erlng himself ax swiftly as before, “I'l
tell you what 1 want you to do for me.
Btay here to-night, and in the morning
g0 down to the bunk first thing and see
that that ten thousand is all right. Don't

(ques-
most

“GGo on,

disturh me before you start, Draw
twenty-five hundred in gold, will you?
Draw as much more as you like, but

have twenty-live hundred dollars ready
for me at any moment when I mny ask

for it. I'm going to my bedroom; I've
a heap of things to do and to think
about. Good night.”

The bank manager, in a new nccess
of bewilderment, rose to shake hands

with him,

“If you want anything, ring for I,
said Uncle Martin, “The waiter will
show you to your room, tiood night,
again. Don't forget that twenty-five hun-
dred. Gold, mind you.”

He gave his nephew another hand-
shake, which was guite limp and heart-
less, and walked Into the next room,
where he tramped heavily up and down
for a full gquurter of an hour. At the
end of this time Harvey Jethroe the
younger begun to feel as if, in lingering
there, he were somehow pluying the spy,
and rang to be showm to his own apart-

ent. Arrived there, he undressed gud
Went to bed, but sleep for a long time
tailed him.

“1 shall wake up in my own room to-

worrow,” he =ald to himself, “and langh
st this ridiculous nightmare—murdered
n, milllonaire, nncle, check book, Eze-

el firm and all”

He wasx settling down at last,

"

“Preposterous!
earnest, and forgot even to dream.

The force of custom awoke him at his
He took a bath, ate a
light breakfast and chartered a cab, He
was still a quarter disposed to think a
part of last night's adventure was a
of the
or partuer of his firm made one side

customary hour,

dream, but the smiling entry

'3?[11 real enough.

“You must allow me to congratulate

you, Mr. Jethroe,'" said the wsenior part
ner, “on your nncle's return.'

“He called on me last night, sir,” said

Jethroe, “and told me—"

“That he had placed fifty thousand
Is wo,
Mr. Jeihroe, and you may rely upon us

dollors at your disposal? That

to houor your draft to that amount.

presumie you are aware of your uncle's
The
“This Is no be-
trayal of confidence, Mr. Jethroe, no be-

testamentary disposition, No¥"

senior partner smiled.

trayal.”

“My uncle asked me, sir,” sald Jeth-
roe, “to take him twenty-five hundred

and
when he had murmured to himself, “It's
too——"" he fell sound asleep for half a
moment, and came brond awake to say,
Then he fell asleep in

his own ofMelnl armehair, and in & min-
ute or two the senior pariner was back
again,

“There Is a bag, Mr, Jethroe' wsaid
the grent man, “contnining the exact
umount."”

He wore a comedy manner the man-
nger had never seen before, or expected
to see, und this inereased the bewilder
ment of the whole bewildering business
of the lant fourteen hours,

Jeothroe took the solid, heavy little bag
of gold, elimbed into the waiting cab
and drove back to the hoted,

“Mr. Martin Harvey Jethroe,” he maid
to the servant in the hall, for he had not
remarked the number of hisn uncle's room.
“Mr. Jethroe has gone away, sir,” sald
the man,

CHAPTER VI
“Gone away ! asked Harvey.
“If you are Mr, Jethroe's nephew, sir,
I believe there in a note walting for you
it the office."
“Thank you. I will ask for it."
He was still nursing the solid little
bag of gold when bhe demanded his let-
ter, and it oceurred to him that it would
be wise to deposit it in safe keeping. He
surrendered it to the clerk, took a receipt
for it, and then opened the letter, which
had been already placed hefore him. It
had evidently been written in great haste,
and it ran thus, without date or preface:
“1 am going away to lie low for a
while. 1 have good reason, and you
shall know about it by and by, Mean-
time do one thing for me, Stop on in
my rooms here under your own name,"”
The last four words were heavily un-
derlined.
He was wondering what new develop
ment in bis steangely altered fortunes
this might portend, when he found on the
inside of the envelope flap the words,
“You may hear from me at any mo-
ment.”
He walked upstairs, pondering deeply,
but beginning to feel as if the bottom
had fallen out of his portion of the uni-
verse, Standing upon the hearth rug
with his back to the fire, and nursing
n polished =ilk hat in both hands, was
n steanger, who bowed ceremoniously and
silently.
“May I ask if you
here . nsked Harvey.
“I have, sir,”" the stranger answered,
with a certain brisk politeness., *“1 be-
Heve this room is occupied by Mr. Har-
vey Martin Jethroe”
“That is my name,” said Harver.
“Excuse me,” said the stranger, “but
vyou are not the man who took these
l""'“"?“
‘The rooma were taken for me, sir”
snid Harvey, “and, as you see, 1 occupy
them,”
“l must really beg you to excuse me,
sir. My name is Taylor—Joseph Taylor.
I have business, serious and important
business, with Mr. Harvey Martin Jeth-
roe, late of Brazil, That is a portrait
of the gentleman, and that is the gentle-
man who tock these rooms."”

Harvey took from his outstretched
hand the ecabinet portrait the other ten-
dered to him, and looked at it, and as he
knew very well without raising his eyes
to verify his own certainty, Mr. Joseph
Taylor looked at him, and looked hard.
The young man took his line with little
more than a second’s hesitation, For
one reason or another his uncle had been
profoundly agitated by the mention of
this man's name and business. He had
evidently gone away to avoid the man,
and had evidently had in his own mind
some hint of the strategem which his
nephew had put in practice,

“You are quite right, sir,” he said,
handing back the photograph. *“That is
the gentleman who took the trouble to
retnln these rooms for me."

“This is the person with whom I have
business, sir,” said Mr. Taylor, with con-
siderable asperity.

“If you have business with that gen-
tleman,” Harvey returned, *I shall be
very glad to convey to him anything you
may say, or any communication you may
confide to me,"”

“Very well, sir,”' said Mr. Taylor.
“You may tell him from me that the
dzekiel firm is not likely to put up with
any subterfuge, sir. Youn may tell him
from me that he was accompaunied on his
passage from Brazil by a member of
that firm. You may tell him from me
that the firm will insist upon its rights,
and that it its ends are wot 1o be secured
by peacenble means, it is prepared to
leave no stone unturned in  order to
nchieve them. You may go so far as to
tell ﬁﬂm. sir, that Little William is on
the warpath."

Mr., Joseph Taylor, who was a red-
haired man of sanguine complexion, had
| talked himself luto a red heat by this
time. He snatched his hat from the ta-
ble and waved It to his head with a
gesture which bespoke finality,

“Little William, sir,”" he repeated;
“don't forget Little William, Perhaps
Mr, Jethroe may see fit to change his
mind when he hears of Little Willlam."

Harvey thought he had heard a tap at
the door through the storming volce of
Mr. Taylor, and as that gentleman turn-
ed to go he walked straight Into the
arms of last night's Inspector. The of-
cer was in plain clothes now, but Harvey
recognized him in a flash,

have business

1

dollars in gold this morning." “3ood morning,” said the Inspector,

“Oertalaly,” said the senior partner, | marching straioght to business, “I'm
weertainly. Give we your check, Mr. | afraid this Is & Httle bit of an indiscre-
Jetbroe.” tion on your part, Mr, Jethroe. 1 warn-

There neveér Wak & mau more aston-
jshed in this world than Harvey Jethroe
when, having signed his pame to a
check, he saw the menlor partner carry
the cashier, He made some pro-

Jt to
sl Rl M

ed you last night, sir, that if you wanted
to make any sort of a move it might be
sensible to let me know beforehand.”

1 think,” sald Huarvey, “we can dls-
pense wit hthis géntleman's presence.

test, but wam smilingly waved back to

Good morning, Mr, Taylor, Yon may re-
ly upon me to deliver your message.”

Mr. Taylor withdrew, having appar-
ently exhausted the resources of diplo-
macy for the moment, and the inspector
went on Impanssively:

“I'm afrald you've made an error in
running away from loquiry, and it will
be my duty to see that the maneuver
isn't repeated. There's my wharrant for
the action 1 am taking, Mr. Jethroe.”

“But my uncle in alive!" cried Har-
vey, when he had mastered the contents
of the half-printed, half-written docu-
ment the inspector held out to him. “He
arrived last night, and these rooms are
him."

“The gentleman at the morgue isn't
alive, you know," wmald the inspector.
“Now, don't mnke a song about it, Mr,
Jethroe, Awx soon as you care to make
yourself ready, Mr. Jethroe, we'll muke
A start.”

“Where do you mean to take me?”
Harvey asked, with a tightening at the
throat.

“Well,” the inspector answered, “it's
central station, ns it happens.”

“I suppoxe,” said the prisoner a min-
ute or two Inter, as he and the inspector
drove together, “you ean recommend me
to a lawyer?”

“Well, that's not a part of my duty,
Mr., Jothroe,” the inspector answered,
“but I don't think you'll find a smarter
man than Hargraves."

“Can 1 send for him?"*

“Certainly, if you wish it. 1 dare say
you might get a cheaper man, If that's
an object.”

“I'll get the best man I can' said
Harvey., “It's not worth while to spoil
this ship for a halfpennyworth of tar.”
He laughed as he spoke, though he was
by no means in & lnoghing humor. He
checked himself, but the lsugh came
back, and he had hard work to fight
against it. “This is a curious affair,”
he said, with another spurt of laughter.
“If anybodsy had told me last night 4
“You take my advice," said the inspec-

tor. “You keep a tight hand on your-
self, Keep what you've got to say for
Mr. Hargraves, Anything you say to

me I'm bound to repaat in evidence.'

With this they came to the station,
and Harvey, trying to look as if he were
not under arrest, but persuaded of ex-
treme fallure, walked up the steps into
the building. was formally handed over
to the officer in charge, and then left
for some three-quarters of an hour to his
own reflections. At the end of that time
the lawyer was aunounced—a quiet,
gray, keen looking man of fifty—and te

him the prisoner told his story. Every-
thing was clearly narented until the mo-
ment was arrived when Harvey had

reached his home for the second time;
but then, remembering his uncle's evident
desire for secrecy, he began to boggle
and to hesitate and stammer.

“Now, Mr. Jethroe,”" said the lawyer,
“there is no sounder axiom in the world
than that a patient should tell his doc-
tor everything. The same rule applies
with equal force in such a case as this."
“Very good, sir," said Harvey; "l must
trust to your diseretion.”

This time he disgnised nothing, and
the solicitor listened with a growing In-
tentness until he had reached the end.
“Your employers, Messrs. Perrott, Per-
rott and Lane, will confirm that part of
the business In which they are concern-
ed?" Hargraves asked,

“Certainly."

“Very good. Now, have youn any clue
to the character of the claim this Eze-
kiel firm professes to have upon your
uncle?'’

“Not a shadow of a clue."

“Your uncle's manner led you to think
that it was something of a disturbing
nature?"

“It conveyed that impression strong-
ly—very strongly."

“And in this morning's interview with
Mr. Joseph Taylor, you gathered that
some serious threat was conveyed by
him 7"

“From the man's manner I was in-
clined to think that he meant me to
understand a threat of violence.”

(Te be continued.)

Queer Facts About Steel.

Although the steel and iron indus-
try is one of the mightlest of the
world and offers such rewards that
some of the greatest chemists and
other sclentists study nothing else,
there are lots of apparently simple
puzzles about it that no one has been
able to solve yet. The man who dis-
covers the right answer to one or
more of them may make $1,000,000
out of it

Every one who handles steel knows
that it gets “tired” at times. After a
piece of steel has been subjected to a
severe straln for a certaln perlod it
may suddenly show a declded weak-
ness. Then the experts say that it is
tired; and so it Is, for If it I8 allowed
to rest a while it regalns its old
strength.

Recently it has been found that a
steel beam can be made stronger by
increasing the load on it gradually—
in other words, by exercising It just
a8 0 man exercises his muscles when
he wishes to make them stronger.

Very often new steel will not pass
tests that It should pass, but after a
few weeks it Is found that it has
grown better and passes the tests
beautifully. Then, agaln, steel that
was perfect when It was tested often
gets “sick.” It cracks or becomes
brittle, although other steel made at
the same time in the same way re-
mains perfectly so. No man knows
to-dny why these things happen, but
lots of people are trylng to find out.

Truth and Fancy.
*Verses” rhymes well with “purses,”
But that's just a rhyme, you see;
And It also rhiymes with “curses’—
That's more truth than poetry,

-—Detroit Tribune.

Oregon
ngland as high as $0.106 a bukghel,

upples have

been rold

December was estimated at 340,000,

American horse bhlnnkets are
worn by Japanese coolles
wenther,

hotel keepers of Rome and other Ital
ian citles,

Paris market this year on March 11
they were sold for $105.00,
est In the world,

covers 1,500 square mlles,
In Manchuria,

ton.

says the British Medleal Journal,

of $17,500 in his coffin.
heard of It and exhumed the body and
divided the money. He was a mean
Kuss.—Philadelphia Ledger,

orado,

feed.
the net result.

An ordinance for an appropriation
of §10,000 for a comblned playground
and school garden in Waterview Park,
Philadelphia, has been Introduced in
Seleet Counell, Besldes the garden, a
playground with gymnastie apparatus,
swings and games, there may be a
wading pool for the ehlldren,

Missouri produces 80 per cent of all
the zine and 90 per cent of all the nick-
¢l mined in the United States, while
the percentage of lend taken from Its
mines is nearly as great. The demand
for all of these metals is jucreasing
rapldly, and new districts in Missourl
are being developed every year.

The *“ladles” belonging to the
wedlthier classes of Ehlngen, In Wur-
temburg, petitioned the municipality
to reserve the public markets for one
hour daily for them, in order that they
might do their marketing *“undis.
turbed by women of the poorer class-
eg,” The muniecipalit, declined to ac
cede to this request,

Postal conditions In the interior of
Turkey are still in a patriarchal stage
of evolution. When a postman arrives
In a village, on muleback, he distrib-
utes the letters in a public place, giv-
ing each his own, nnd then putting the
undelivered ones in the hands of rela-
tives or acquaintances of thoge to
whom they are addressed. Yet it is
gald that 99 per cent reach their des-
tination.

Two stamps were once put into an
offertory box by a lady in George-
town, says the Philadelphin Ledger,
They were two-cent stamps, issued In
Britlsh Gulana In 1850, The lady had
come acrogs an envelope among her
papers bearing two of these stamps,
The Inenmbent, Canon Josa, sold the
envelope with the two stamps on it hy
auction and it realized $£1,000. The fol-
lowing year the same two stamps
changed hands at $3,250. The new
purchaser sold them for $3.900 to n
German dealer, who sold them to a
Russlan nobleman for $5,000,

The record of Japan's recent mate-
finl progress is, It seems, as remark-
ible as her progress In  military
wchlevements. The Increase of
postal savings during the first eight
months of the war, for example, shows
in Increase from $105,380,000 to $18,.-
312,000, Indicating an astonighing In-
srense of the sources from which such
savings are drawn—the Incomes pro-
vided by Industrial employment. The
savings bank deposits have Inereased
21l per cent durlng the same period.
Thera has also been an Increase of
sunk reserves amouunting to 6.5 per
*ent, an Inerease of 105 per cent In
*lee production, of B2 per cent In ex-
jorts and of 6.2 per cent In Imports,—
Harper's Weekly.

BACKBONE OF MEXICO,

Peon of the Republic Can Endure the
Hardest Kind of Drudgery.

The Mexican peon is the backbone of
the republic,. Without him the great
landed estates, or haclendas, would lie
11 idleness while agricultural and com-
mercial Interests would staguate, says
the Pligrim. Of a cast-lron constitu-
tion, he can endure, apparently with-
out effort, the hardest sort of a drudg-
ery. His energy comes from a dlet

beans or frijoles and a large quantity
of tortllas. He works from G to 6,

enjoylng in the meantime his two slin-

in
The population of Costa Rlico last

much
in cold

The growing popularity of Switzer.
land as a winter resort ¢ alarming the

The first cherries appeared In the

: One haclenda, who voluntarily
' | ralsed the wages of his hand 14
there were thirty-eight of them, and w

Mulr glacler, In Alagka, is the larg-
It equals In size all
those of the Alps put together, and

Siberin and North
China mueh use s made of Chinese
brick tea, not as a beverage, but as a
vegetable, bolled with rice and mut-

All idiots or creting in the Alps are
to be treated, at government expense,
with tablets of extracts of the thyrold
of sheep and other domestlc animals,

An old man named Kuss wag burled
in Egregy, Hungary, with his fortune
Hig relatives

Fattening hogs on pinon nuts is the
Intest money-making method in Col-
Half a dozen hog farms have
been started in Conejes County this
year, with the pinon nut as the staple
A quarter g pound for bacon is

that consists chiefly of ground peppers,

ple meals. In general, the Indian farm:
laborers are of a submisslve and re
gpectful disposition, Like the negroet
of the South, they are not far from.
the main bullding, so a8 to be on hand

; whenever their services are required

| They usually Insist, however. on cel~
brating thelr holidays, which lessent
their real usefulness about 25 per cent
The holldays are nmmerous and afford
the laborer frequent opportunities te
gquaff from the stupefying pulque bhowl
Thelr stock of surplus change Is po
upt to be excessive; it cannot be, wheg
most of them receive but little ove)
20 centg o day. Fleld hands In the
States of Guanajunto, Michoacan and
Queretaro recelve a coartillo of mriJ 1
in addition to thelr wag:s of 12 cents

a day.

cents a day, found himself hout
Inborers for two days of the week
As the extra wages supplied living
means for the entire week, what wa
the need of working?

These laborers are of all slzes and
ages; but whether young or old, al
bear allke upon their brow the de
pressing and degrading leathern thony
that makes of them beasts of burden
The effect of this customary strap or
the shape of the head Is seen In the
tact that the peons, the country over
have peak-shaped heads, tending to
ward the shape of the pointed hat
The supply of laborers is, so to speak
perennial. The young muchacho re
celves his training In, watching tin
sheep and the gonts, acting as messen
ger, or prodding the -Burros in the pach
train. When he s about 16 vears olt
he takes his place with the regular la
borers nnd begins to cast his eye abow
for a helpmate. The wife may provi
useful, and earn a small wage at soms
guch operation as sowing seed. He;
life will be a monotonous one. A striy
of cloth serves as dress and skirt,
strip of leather provides a sandal; and
In the hot regions the clothing for thy
boys 18 even ag simple. All that L
iesnired 18 a Jorongo, which conslsts o}
a yard of cotton cloth with a hole for
the head and two depending flaps te
cover breast and back. There I8 m
possibility of their clothing Impedim
their movements, When the womne
takes her husband's meal to him fo
out in the fields she takes the litth
toddler with her, fastened securely I
her rebozo.

His Draam.
What might be termed "“a mean
trick” was played on a Kansas City
young man at the race track yestep
day. Monday night he had a dream
in which he saw himselfl wearing »
red carnation and playing the races
In the dream he was winning big rolls
of money. Yesterdany morning he told
ane of his friends about the dream
and said he intended to wear n red
carnation and play the races. ] L]
meantime his friend told half a ﬂn
of the young man's acquaintances
about the dream, and they all wora '
red carnations to Elm Ridge. Befors |
the first race one of the conspirator |
met the young man who had had tos
dream.
“Say, Joe,” he sald, “1 had a dream
last night that if I wore a red carna
tion out here to-day I'd wini Now I'm
not superstitions——""
The young man swallowed the bait
“You did?' he sald in amazement
“Well, Tom, we'll clean these bool
makers up.”
As they started for the betting ring
five other carnations came in sight.
“Say, Joe,” yelled thelr wearers In l

chorus, “I had a dream -
But the young man had fled into ths
crowd.—Kansgas City Times.

Hiws Eggs Different.
A vegetarian had an amusing exps
rlence the other morning while af
breakfast. His family was out of
town, and he went to a restaurant and
took a seat next to a stranger,
The vegetarian took occasion to ad-
vertise his erced by telling the stranger
that all meat was Injurious and that
the human diet should be strictly vege-
tarian.
“But,” replied the stranger, *I sel
dom eat meat.”
“You just ordered eggs,” sald the
vegetarian. “An egg Is practically
meat, because it eventually becomes a
bird."
“The kind of eggs 1 eat never be
come birds,” answered the stranger
quletly,
“Good heavens!" cried the vegetarl-
an, “what kind of eggs do you ¢at?"”
“Principally bolled eggs,” sald the
stranger,

*,-

Joke on the Ingunisitor,
During the south African war the
censorship of soldlers’ letters home
was very strict. One soldier, who ak
ways sent an account of the dnlgi

of the regiment, which account -
always blotted out by the censor, lald-
a plan for revenge. At the foot of hia
next letter he wrote. *‘Look under the
stamp.” The censor dld 8o, after
spending considerable time in steam-
ing the stamp from the envelope. And
he found these words: "Was it bard
to get off 1"

It 18 a criminal offense to stuff &
ballot box, but there is no law pro
bibiting the stufing of a contributios
box. '

*
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