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A FIELD FLOWER'S COMPLAINT,

If 1 had beon a snowdrop, the first one of the year,
Would you have thought me beaulifui, being the first, my dear?

If 1 had been a

vel rose grown higher than your heart,

Weuld you have bent your face to mine, and drawn my leaves apart,

Untll they dropped abont your feetl, aml all my heart lay bare?

A brokea heart, o golden heart, for

0u Lo ([@nye or wone

Would you Lave gathered In your hinid eneh fallen rosy leal,
And sald a gentle word for llife so beautiful and brier?

But I, that fain would be a rose and wear her royal L

A field flower among fleld Bowers, 1 1ift my lovelesss hewl,
Among the tall dead pettles, white campion who will Beeld?
White camplon shrinking faintly mid dock and shiverwoesd?

~Black and White

W

Cupid and Uray Hairs.

———— ) e~

HE pretty gray-baired Iady
T #ighed. “I never really had a
falr chance at partridge be-
fore,” she gaid, indicating her well-

filled plate with o pathetle smile.

“I have a fellow-feeling,” she con-
tinued, “for that old gentleman who
sald that the wing of the chicken was
doubtiess the very ulcest portion of
all, but that he had never tasted I,
When he was voung the old people
ware auppossd to monopolize It and
uow that he had grown old, be said, it
had to be rezerved for the young., ‘My
dear,” he lamented, *1 have pever tast
¢d the wing of the chicken! Tragle,
wasn't Jjt?’

“It was dastardly!" ‘The fine-looking
‘white-mustached gentleman on  her
right hand stifled a snort of indigna-
tion,

“Nothing gets away from the young-
stersg of to-day,” he growled. “I'm only
& bare B9, you know—"

“Yes—I remember yon were always
jusl five years ahead,” the sweet-faced
ittle indy smiled sympathetically.

“Fifty-nine years, Mrs. Merrydow!
and to judge from the attitude of the
young fledgellngs in this hotel, one
would say I was a relic of the stone
wge—Dbelonged somiwhere, unclassifled,
with the pyramids and Rameses [1."—
his geninl face took on a sudden mul-
berry hue; “dasturdly, 1 repeat! You
can't plead the most trivial sensation

- of Indigestion nowadays, even just a
plaln ordinary headache, but it's put
down to inciplent senility—I meet It
on all sides. I can tell you!"

“I ‘know—I know!" responded his
fair listener, appreclatively. ‘‘And

that rosy-cheeked girl from the acad-
emy prefaces every other remark to
me with ‘In your day—! It does come
i g certaluly, when one is still in a
fa fte of preservation, and can yet
matfitain ordinary conversation."

- “Conversation, humph! merely the
hast expiring efforts of a once powerful
intellect, my dear madam,” quoted the
elderly gentleman, savagely,

The precty little widow glggled out-
right at this—she could look very
charming when a smile dispelled her
naturally pensive expression. “Really,
it's a comfort to meet you again, after
80 many years,” she conflded, “let's go
over to that window seat, where we
can sympathize. 1 feel quite as young
as I did twenty-five years back—and
younger; but there 1s always such an
unreasoning prejudice regarding gray
hair—it's public opinlon concerning It
that harrows up your soul.”

“Gray halr ls most becoming over a
youthful faee,” put In the gentleman,
with a gallant bow, while they both
withdrew to a friendly alcove. *“Oh,
thank you for not saying ‘still' youth-
ful! ‘That ‘still' is sueh a paralyzing
word!" the little lady shuddered. “They
might as well say: ‘Mrs. M. still re-
taing her Intelligent expression,' It is
all very unnerving."

He chuckled, and moved his chair a
irifie closer.

“I say, this judgzing of age by years
is the most oulrageous procedure ever,
fan't It now? 1 maintain that it Is
primitive and unworthy of our so-call-
ed civilization. One might as well
judge by rhenmatism, of which babes
in arms are our most promlnent expo-
nents in these days, Why, that young
cub out youder at tennis is barely a
self-confessed twenty-four, and yet his
mamma (the stout, be-dlamond per-
son, with three chins) Is sore put to it
to extricate him from s conslderable
and flourishing erop of wild oats (regu
lar horse-chestnuts they are, too, 1 be-
llevel). My dear young friend, you and
1 might be styled mere babes in the
wood by comparison with this world-
weary youth! And yet"—the white
mustache went upward with a twlst
of JJierce exasperation—"he wanted to
‘& what colleges they had In my
day, and were telephones and horse

f ears invented.,”

The lady laughed so heartlly that
the irate speaker jolned in perforce
after a while.

“1'm so glad you eame,” she remark-
ed prettily; “I am getting demoralized
here alone by mysell. Of course my
daughter comes at times, but then I
am more than ever gulltily consclous
of my shortcomings, If I as much as
mention wearing my brooch or tortolse
ahell comb down to dinner I feel that
it ls alknost a personal lusult to her,

and somethines I Just long to take up
the bahy and goothe and pet him when
he Is Lungry or fretful, but I am
promptly inforined that the best grand-
mothers do not do it. Of course it I«
all for my best good, for she says It
all In loyve, and 1t hiaris her more than
It does me (or she thinks it does). As
for an eardrop, an cardrop is an an-
achronism! I don't mind any of these
things o muel, bt In my little parlor
nt homae there are my pretty colored
wrewths, and that gquaine shell work
father made, and the tidles I worked
long ago when mother was allve—all
uphyzienie, 1 supnoge--*

“Unhygienic.’ ejaculated her listen
er hotly, “"aud I've an old red silk
dressing gown, reeking with germa, no
doubt, that’'s been the chief prop and
sthy of my declining years; it's got to
g0, of course, as soon as my folks strike
the place!™

“And the wmottoes my Httle Emma
worked when she was ill, before the
Inat!"—the sweet volee trembled a it
tle—"1 can't let them go, even If for
their own sakes: The Lord Wil Pro-
vide," *Welcome,” ‘No ('ross, No Crown’
~-I eling to them all, even if they are
old-fashioned.”™ Her voice ended (n n
little soh

The elderly man c¢leared hls throal
with a mighty nolse and patted the
plump little hand in wordless sympa-
thy. “Anyhow,” when [t comes to the
old drama we're all right!" he ventured
at last. “Think of those good old
ngmes, aud the old standard shows
they gave! Playas that hurt nobody,
and gave our imaginations some small
chanee for exerclise,” (A tacit but vig-
orons opinion of the modern stage was
vonveyed in the repressed grow! with
which he coneluded.) The pretty color
decpened a little In the lady's face; she
lwoked up, smiling brightly.

“IL have a curtaln tassel from the old
museum,” she gaid softly; “I had to
have something.”

“And I have a gllit cherub from one
of the wupper boxes” he chuckled.
“Jove!" he went on, his volee sinking
to a confidentlal whisper, “It's good to
meet some one who hus things to re-
member! Mra, Merrydew—Anna!" he
sald softly, “do you ever recall a plece
that answered to the name of the ‘Car-
nival of Venice' or the ‘Blue Danube
Whaltzes 7 ™

“Anid the ‘Last Hope," and ‘“The
Maiden's Prayer’ and the ‘Battle of Se-
bastopol? Can 1 ever forget them, you
mean? And yet, If 1 want them now-
adays 1 have to steal away and lock
the doors like a criminal. And—what's
the matier?’—she broke off suddenly
48 some mewmory of past wrongs dark-
eéned his face for a moment.

“Matter?' he echoed; “perhaps you
noticed that at my parlor chat last
evening nobody listened or appeared to
care o straw for my modest reminis-
cences of Holmes, Longfellow, Lowell
and Emerson? 1 was a doddering old
imbeclle to bhave undertaken It of
course, verybody simply yawned un-
til the lady monologist came on—the
humorist.”

“Humorist ejaculated the little
widow, warmly, *“Thers was nothing
humorous aboul her except her honnet
—and our 220 doubriess went for that
‘ereation!’ If that me

o ereation, give
chaos!™

“I was a [ttle lower than the Jani
tor,” he contlnued gloomily. “And the
worst Is yet to come. A sweet young
freshiman from Yale, addressing me aa
In your day' (why Is that Innocuous
observation unfailingly exasperat
ing? salil he supposed 1 was acqualnt
ed wirh all the leading lights of the
early nineteenth century? 1 effaced
myself before he could ask about
Washington and Lafayette, and did 1
sign the Declaration of Independenca,
It was Dlood-curdling!” The speaker
mopped his brown In fevered retro-
spect. “But the [lmit was reached this
morning, when some youngster of-
fered to read me the war headlines in
the morning papers. I made up my
milna then that I was considered in the
advanced stages of paresis.*”

“It's fearfully aging, I think, to meet
such things," sighed the little lady pa-
thetically, “And then—some of the
old ways I simply cannot get over—I
don't want to try! The old hymns I
llved by, and shall dle by—that have
brought me through so much sorrow
and loss; there have been crises I nev-
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er could have aurvivad without the help
of those old tunes'—she war weoping
goftly into a delicate film of a handker-
chief.

“Nevor mind, dear liftle woman
these things are ours for keops, and
nabody can take them awny.” [Illas
volee was full of stuedy opthmism and |
sympathy, but it was very vonlle,
4 bhit npsteady, tow |

“T hnve almost pricelegs old |
laees and sowe chinn such as those
rosy maldena have never even dreamed |
of in their philogophy.” #he affirmed,
“and a highboy and gldeboard that are
worth thelr weight in gold, and some
audlrons-—~you remember those  and
irong of mother's, dont you, Stephen?™ |
She blushed slighily as she spoke—It
had been a quarter of a century since
she had called him Stephen,

“Amd posgibly you forget the waflles
I made you oue day "'

“"Watlles! gay no more!

and

SO

I may be a

memories that tell me | have not lived
in vain!"

“That soup to-nlght," be Interrupted,
breathlessly, “Mrs. Merrydew ~Annal
dn't It seem to you that It lneked a
faint touch of something—aomething
fmpalpable, Inexpressible, sonl-satiafy
Ing—almost psychologleal—"

“1t did, Indeed; also the stenk and
the crogquettes! As you say, a some-
thing

“*Onlons!”

“Oniona!™

The word burst from both simulta
neously-—they garzed at one another in
speechless ecstaoy,

“T Just love them in everything,' aboe
faltered In sweet confusion.

“Everything- -everything! Mrs, Mer
rydew—Anna: Dearest!”

The Yale "fledgeling”™ who was just
entering the door closed It softly nguin,
and reflectad that there are some things
that youth does not monopolize, afiep
nll.—Boston Transeript.

Lost Her Whole Fortuue,

After having tolled for many years
without belng able to lay aside more
than a fow dollars for a rainy day,
Mra, Mary Slavin, a middle-aged wo-
man, of South Sixth streer, Wil
Unmsburg, by the recent death of a
relative inherited a pleee of property.
She sold It for $8,750, and deposiied
the money in the Nassan Trust Com
pany, near her howme. As the banking
Institution pay=s bur 2 per cent on de-
posits she decided withilraw
money and deposit it In
paying «4 per cent.

she took out all the money, and after
placing it In the bozom of hor dress
she set out for the Dime Savings Bonk,
at Broadway and Wythe avenue, two
blocks distant.

Thera were elght $1,000 bills, a $500-
blll, two $£100 bills, and one S50-biL
When she reached the Dime Savings
Bank she withdrew £100 she had on
deposlt there, and then set out for her
home, intending to arrange the money
in lots, and deposit cach lot In a sep-
arate savings bank.

On reaching her home ghe dscovered
that all her money was gone, Nle
became hysterleal, and while in that
condition sha went over the ground
she had traversed from the two banks,
but falled to ind the money. A ecrowd
gathered around her and Jolned in
the gearch. Polleemen lent thelr ald,
but rthe money was not found. On
reaching her home she collapsed com-
pletely and a dector was ealled in.
Washington Post,
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Crane's Hellance on Wifh,

Mr. Crane is of o jolly, enthnsiastic
temperament, It probably tires him
to hear the repetition of what he has
doubtiess hearil many | that
insteald of suggesting a veteran In th
service he has lo face, manner, gesture,
fu his ability to enter into the spirit
of his work and in hils enthusl-
the qualities of the eager
rather than those of the settled, ma-
ture, thoughtful man he is, the
Era Magazine. That Is one of the par-
adoxes of the stage. Desplte the de
mands It seens to revive, even when it
shonld he taking away, the spontaneity
ol youth,

[n point of continued
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serviee upon
the boards Mr, Crane is, now that Jo
seph Jefferson Is doceascd, the nldest
Alerican actor I harpess I'he old

comedlan has amassed o comlortable
fortune, I3 tastes are vers
He Is a lover of salllng and for several

slmple,

vears was commodore of the Hull
Yacht Club of Mussachusetts, He has
been married a little over thirty years.

sSpeaking of his wife the other day he
said: "I should never have been any-
thing but for her,
sympathy that

It s her belp and

have carrled e
through for nearly thirty-two yeuars
now. She has done anything and ey-

erything for me, made my wardrobe
even, cooked for me when dyspepasly
dhd its best to klll we, and been luval
uable even In business matters. 1 nev-
er go agalnst her Judgment now, I may
Le publicly red-hot when she doesn’t
pgree with me, but privately 1 think
shie is right.”

Varlous statesmen adopt varlous
methods tg discover Low thelr varl-
ous polleies are accepted by the peo-
ple. There I8 one rule that always
works: Half the people will be on
one side, and the other half on the
other side.
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A atteactive feld for wireloss
ezeaphy has boen openod ap by
organlzution thi canal |
project.  Oflleigls ave conzldering the |
feasibility of establishing wireless con
nection between New Orvleans and the
isthinus, Between these places there |
I8 u vlenr seaway of LS00 miles,
through the Gulf of Mexico aml the
Caribbenn Sen,

Work for the Iusane I8 a speclal
siundy at the Viefnlf asylum, Paris.
Painting, carving, sketehing and even
ntioolng are Included, and recovery (s
often due to the emaploymwent. In other
caseg the conditfon of the potient’s
mind is wmirrored in the work done.
alding the physician In his study of
the case more than gny amount of
discussion or consultation,

Lransmn

The enrth's Interior, instead of Lo
Ing finld, I8 now known to be exeecd
Ingly hard apd rigld, Thia Is due to
the inconcelvable pressure, and Pro
fessor 1. J. 0. See polnis out that ns
the heat beyoud the eritlenl tem-
perature of every known element, the
matter must be escentinlly a gas e
duced by pressure to a hardness s
rigldity possessed by no  subsiance
known to us,

ia

What is Lelleved to e the largest
white sapphire over discovered lins
Just been brought to Herlin by M.
Heppmer, o German englneer, who has
resided for many  years In Brazil,
where he possesses severnl mines. Be-
fore culling the stone weighed 1,200
carats, but a flaw caused the clonvage
of n plece weighlng 400 carats, This
plece will produce a ent stone of 100
carats,  That cat from the larger piece
weighs 418 carats, is two Inches in
length and one ineh and a half wide
and thick,

Statisties  collected In Germany
show that three-gquarters of all the tin
ured In the world comes from south
castern Asia, The total production (n
105 mmounted to 93,000 tons. Al
though the output lncrenses every year,
the supply Is sl lssufficient for the
demand, The United States is the
greatest tin-using natlon in the world.
It consumes 43 per cent of the entire
supply, although contributing very It
tle to 1. A tinmine was opened in
South Carollng n year ago, and there
are said to be deposits In North Caro
ling, South Dakola and Wyoming.
Next 1o the Unlied States, Great Breit-
aln 18 the greatest consumer, It tnkes
=8 per cen of the entive supply.

It is the opinlon of the Dominion
superintendent of forestry that Cana
dn undonbtedly holds the flrst pluce
nmong the timber-producing conntries
of the world, and notwithstanding the
great drain now put upon itg regources
In this respect Ly the demands of for-
elgn countries, he thinks that Its lead
may be inereased by Judiclons man-
agement of its groat forests, The vir
gin white pine, he cannot last
many years longer, but in the Douglas
fir, the cedar, the Western white plne,
the spruce and the hemlock, Canada
possesses all but inexhaustible
ires.  The spruce is the most widely
distributed.  Various species of it ex
tend from the Atlantle to the Pacifie
const, and from the Amerlean bhorder
northward to the Hmit of tree growth,

In Germany, where digappolntment
hns attended the employment of acoty
lene for llinminating purposes, a new
nse has been found for the gas In the
form of an explosive for blasting, Car-
Bd of ealelnm in =mall particles is en
in a tin ecartridge, the upper
part of which conialns water separat
ed from the earbld by a partition, At
the top of the enrtridge 18 an electrie
pereussion deviee,  An fron pln, work-
ed from the ontslde of the cartridge,
perforates the partition and allows the
water to come In contact with the ecap-
bid. This s effected by a blow five
minntes before it Is desired to ceanse
nn explosion, At the end of that {lme,
suflicient gas having been developed In
the earteidee, the electrele spark Is fira
and the explosion ocenps The effect
in hlagting Ix said to be the rending
of the rock with Innumerable eracks,
0 that the fragments are easily re
moved,
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Amaron Insect with Remarkahle
Means of Defense.
There exlsts in the reglon of the

Amazon, says the Sclentific Ameriean,
n variety of Insects which are pro
vided with a truly remuarkable means
of defense. These are coleopteran of
the genus Cleindela, with thorax and
legs of o lght brownlsh yellow, buck
elytra marked with yellow, and of a
total length of whom 0.6 to 0.7 of an
ineh,  Although less insects are some-
times seen In the daytime, It Is at
night that they can wmost easlly do
thelr hunting,

“In the paths of my garden,” says
M. Le Comte, “by directing the light
of n dark lantern toward the ground,
[ have seen them running In all direc-
tlons secking a reruge In the clefts

' men,

b#tween the stones of the horders or

- - -

concealing themselves under tufts ol
grass, Every thwe that 1 have trled
{o seize one of them n s=light nolse
hiose been heard Hke that of steam un-
der pressure eacaplng from a valve
rolsil Ly ferks, while & jet of smoke
Ing mude It exit with foree, In most
cases from e extremity of the abdoe
and sometimes even from the
il disseminating n stroug
odor of nltrons ghy,

AU sueh thmes T bave experigoced
quite o strong fecling of heat In the
howd, and the body of some of the ine
«octs that 1 Ruceeoded o ealehing ap-
peared to e to be hot, My fingers
nnd the parta of my uands that had
heen touched by the hot smoke were
staiped an indelible brown., It would
goem a8 If this were a very caustle
subgtunee which the Insect projecta
with vinlence In an impalpable duost
ngainegt the enemles that threaten [f,
and that {t holds in reserve for impor-
tant ocensions,

“This process Is not abzoiutely ah-
normal, «luce a number of other ani-
mnls nlso have recourse to projections
of liguids or eodors against their ene-
mics for their defense. But this de-
notes In ‘our insect both a  special
chemleal talent and a specinl resist-
ance of (he intestines that may be
ualified as mosc remarkable,

“U'pon the whole, ths lite coleopter

nothing less than a dragon that
projects fire and flames from both of
its extromities and that differs In prin.
ciple from the famous monster of an-
tigqulty only In [ts dimensions, 1t may
very well have been that our ances.
tora nlsp knew some gigantlie elein-
dele, the remains of an antediluvinn
fnuna, and that they have not prevari-
cated as mueh as might seem to be the
ense In relating to us the misdeeds of
the marvelous and terrible animal com-
mitted in the days of yore In guard-
Ing caverns in which was hidden ev-
ery sort of treasnre worthy of the
name"

monih,
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FURIOUS FO EST FIRES.

Mun and Beast Arve Helpless Agalnast
Their Oncoming.

The faryef a fovest fire ls indoeserib.
able, gspeelnlly In soft-wood or conifer-
ots forests.  Hore the flames swoep
through, making a roaring wall of
blaze that reaches from the ground,
carpetad with Inflammnble  matevial,
to the topmost branches where resin-
ous sap snaps and erackles flercely,
throwlng blazing particles to  lgnila
other trees at a conslderable distanee,
In additlon a high wind blows, In
many cnses generated by the five [tself,
the heated alre rlsing eausing an in-
rugh of colder alr from andjacent areas
that acts ke a deaft of o furnnce. Be.
fore thiz combinatlon of ground and
crown fire nothlng can prevall,  Anl-
mals flee before It or are roasted to

death.  Dmreing the nires in Washing-
on amd Oregon In 1002 Inkes were
fournd puneked solid with  putrefying

and partly roasted bodies of bear, deer,
panther, and other animals, fearless of
etech other in the freonzy that brought
them together 1o perlsh  through
drownlog, heat, or suffocation, In
these snme fires a plenle party of nina
persons, with team and wagon, was
citt off by fames near Mt, 8t. Helen,
amd wll that was found later to provae
the tragedy were the frons of the wag-
on, the carensses of two horses, ves
tiges of the remains of human beings,
the buttons of the c¢lothing the only
evidence left to show how they fell,
The horses had been cut loose In a
villn mevey that sought to give them
a chanee to shift for themselves, Near
the tlhres of the wagzon were the re-
mnins of the women of the party and
the position of the men at varlons
polats from the central group of the
tragedy showed that they had tried to
make some =ort of a fight. ‘tne task
wns as hopeless as making a living
gpace In the midst of a blast furnace.
The Chantauguan.

Peculbine Vaneral Customs,

Nwlss funeral enstoms are most pe-
enliar. At the death of a person the
fnndiy Inserts a blaclk-<edoed annonnee
ment in the papers asking for sympn-
thy., nnd that “the mourning
will be exhibited within certaln
hours ona spectal day. In front of tae
otse where the Jre st died there s
placedd a Hitle hilnek
with a black eloth, on
8 Bluek jar. Into
et intances of the iy drop small
Dlacle-nrargined  visiting  cuarvils, 80me.
1 few woprls of syuipathy
o et The urn I8 part on the table
on the day funernl Unly men
go over o the churehyard, and they
follow the hearse on foot,
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Where Laes the Maw?

“Yos, 've just returned from a two
months' visit o the East,” the Port-
land young ludy was saying, “and, oh,
I had such a lovely time! Those Baxt-

orners  are  so0  different from us,
though.”

“What polnts did you visit?' In-
quired the new comer In Oregon. *I do

hope you saw dear old Boston.”
“Boston!" the Portland girl ejacu-
lnted. 1 should say not. I was fp

Montana,"—Fortland Oregonlan,

On o ralny, windy nlght, when yox
are unable to sleep, ever look yoursel
over candldly, and admlit your faults!
And wasn't the result pretty tough?




