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HHE pretty gray-haired lady
) ii gighed. “I never really had a
' falr chance at partridge be
fore,” she sald, indicating her well

filled plate with a pathetic amlile.

“I have a fellow-feeling,” she con-
tnued, “for that old gentleman who
sald that the wing of the chicken was
doubtless the very unicest portion of
¥ all, but that he had never tasted It
When he was young the old people
5 ware supposed to monopollze it, and
v uow that he had grown old, be sald, 1t

SR had to be reserved for the young., ‘My
dear,” he lamented, ‘1 have never [ast.
N ed the wing of the chicken! Trgle,
1 wasn't jr

AL “It was dastaglly!” The fine-looking

right hand stiffed a snort of indigna-
tion.

“Nothing gets away from the young-
sterg of to-day,” he growled. “I'm only
a bare B9, you know—"'

“Yes—I remember you were always
jusi five years ahead,” the sweet-faced
\ttle lndy smiled sympathetically.

; “Fifty-nine years, Mrs. Merrydew!
i and to judge from the attitude of the

' young fledgelings in this hotel, one
l would say I was a relic of the stone
age—Dbelonged somowhere, unclassifled,
with the pyramids and Rameses [1.""—
his genfal face took on a sudden mul-
berry hue; “dastardly, I repeat! You
can't plead the most trivial sensation
of Indigestion nowadays, even fust a
plain ordinary lheadache, but it's put
down to inciplent senility—I mest it
on all sides. I can tell you!"

“I" know—I know!"” responded his

fair listener, appreclatively, *“And
that rosy-cheeked girl from the acad-
emy prefaces every other remark to
'me with ‘In your day-—!" It does come
‘T certainly, when one Is still in e
fapithte of preservation, and can yet
mathtain ordinary conversation.”
- “Conversation, humph! merely the
hast expiring efforts of a once powerful
intellect, my dear madam," quoted the
elderly gentleman, savagely.

The precty little widow glggled out-
right at this—she could look very
charming when a smile dispelled her
naturally pensive expresgion. “Really,
it's a comfort to meet you again, after
80 many years,” she confided, “let's go
‘over to that window seat, where we

can sympathize. I feel quite as young
as I did twenty-five years back—and
younger; but there is always such an
unreasoning prejudice regarding gray
balr—it's public opinlon concerning it
that harrows up your soul.”

“Gray halr ls most becoming over a
youthful faee,” put in the gentleman,
$ with a gailant bow, while they both

y Withdrew to a friendly alcove. “Ob,
' thank you for not saying ‘still’ youth-
ful! That ‘still' !s such a paralyzing
word!” the little lady shuddered. “They
might as well say: ‘Mrs. M. gtill re-
tains her Intelligent expression.' It s
all very unnerving.”

He chuckied, and moved his chair a
trifle cloger.

“IL say, this judzing of age by years
s the most outrageous procedure ever,
fan't it now? I maintaln that It s
primitive and unworthy of our so-call-
ed civilizntion., One might as well
Judge by rheuvmatism, of which babes
in arms are our wost prominent expo-
nents in these days. Why, that young
cub out youder at tennis is barely a
self-confessed twonty-four, and yeot lils
mamma (the stout, be-dlamond per-
son, with three chius) Is sore put to It
to extricate him from Wds considerable
aud flourlshing crop of wild oats (regu-
lar horse-chestnuts they are, too, 1 he-
llevel). My dear young friend, you and
1 might be styled mere babes {n the
wood by comparison with this world-
weary youth! And yet"—the white
mustache went upward with g twlst
of fierce exasperation—"he wanted to
@™ what colleges they had In my
day, and were telephones and horse

fcars invented.”

The lady laughed so heartily that
) the irate speaker Jolned in perforce
after a while,

“I'm so glad you eame,” she remark-
ed prettily; I am gettlng demorallzed
here alone by myself. Of course my
daughter comes at times, but then I

, 3~ am more than ever gulitlly consclous
of my shortcomings. If I as much as
mention wearing my brooch or tortolse
#hell comb down to dinner I feel that
it ls alkuost a personal Insult (o her,

W  whitemustached gentleman on  her
A,

Cupid and Uray Hairs.

aud sometimes 1 just long to take up
the baby and goothe and pet him when

he 1s hungry or fretful, but T am
promptly informed that the best grand-
mothers do not do It, Of course It Is
all for my best good, for she says It
all In love, and It huris her more than
It does me (or she thinks it does). Aa
for an ecardrop, an eardrop is an no-
achrontam! 1 don't mind any of these
things so muel, bnt in my little parlor
At bome there nre my pretty colored
wreaths, amd thnt queine shell work
falher made, nnd the tilles I worked
long ago when mother was alive —all
unhygienis, 1 supnnge

“Unhygienle. " ojaculated her listen-
r hotly, “and I've an old red silk
dressing gown, reeking with germa, no
doubt, that's been the chief prop and
gty of my declinlng yeuars; it's got to
go, of course, as soon ns my folks strike
the place!™

“And the mottoes my lttle Emma
worked when she was ill, before the
laat!"—the sweet volee trembled a 1t
tle—*"1 can't ler them go, even If for
their own sakes: The Lord WHI Pro-
vide,! ‘Welcome,” ‘No C'ross, No Crown'

I eling to them all, even If they are
old-fashloned."  Her volee ended in n
little soh,

The elderly man cleared his throat
with a mighty nolse and patted the

plump little hand in wordless sympa- |

thy. “Anyhow,” when It comes to the
old drama we're all right!" he ventured
at lasr. *“I'bink of those good aold
nnmes, amd the old standard shows
they gave! Playa that hurt nobody,
and gave our imaginations some smal!
chanee for exerclse.” (A tacit but vig-
orons opinion of the modern stage was
conveyed In the repressed grow! with
which he coneluded.) The pretty color
tecpened a little In the lady's face; she
loskaed up, smliling brightly.

“I have a curtaln tassel from the old
museum,” sha said softly: “I had to
have something.”

“And [ have n glit cherub from one
of the upper he chuckied.
“Jove!" he went on, his volee sinking
to a confidential whisper, “It's good to
meet some one who has things to re-
member!  Mrs, Merrydew—Anna!” he
sald softly, “do you ever recall a plece
that answered to the name of the '‘Car-
nival of Venlee' or the ‘Blue Danube
Waltzes ™ "

“And the ‘Last Hope,) and *“Ihe
Malden's Prayer’ and the ‘Battle of Se
bastopol? Can I ever forget them, you
mean? And yet, If I want them now-
adays I have to steal away and lovk
the doors like a erlminal. And—what's
the matier?'—she broke off suddenly
a8 some mewmory of past wrongs dark-
ened his rface for a moment,

“Matter?" he echoed; “perhaps you
noticed that at my parlor chat last
evening nobody listened or appeared to
care n straw for my modest reminis-
cenees of Holmes, Longfellow, Lowell
and Emerson? 1 was a doddering old
imbeelie 1o have undertaken It, of
course. Lverybody simply yawned un
til the lady mounologist came on—the
humorist."

“Humorist!" ejaculated the lttle
widow, warmly. "“There was nothing
humorous about her axcept her bonnet
—and our $20 doubtless wenut for thal
‘eredtion” I that be creation, glve me

bhoxes,"

chaos!"

“I was a llittle lower than the jani-
tor,” he contlnued gloomily., “Aud the
worst Is yet to come. A sweet young
fresliman from Yale, addressing me as
‘Iin your day' {why Is that Innocuous
observation unfallingly exasperat
ing =ald he supposed T was acqualnt-
ed wirh all the leading lights of the
early nineteenth century? 1 effaced
myself before he could ask about
Washington and Lafayette, and did I
sign the Declaration of Independence,
It was blood-curdiing!” The speaker
mopped his brown in fevered retro-
spect. “But the limit was reached thls
morning, when some youngster of
fered to read me the war headlines in
the moming papers. I made up my
minu then that I was considered in the
advanced stages of paresis.”

“It's fearfully aging, I think, to meet
such things," sighed the little lady pa-
thetlcally, “And then—some of the
old ways I slmply cannot get over—I
don’t want to try! The old bymns I
lilved by, and shall dle by—that have
brought me through so much sorrow
and loss; there have heen crises I ney-

.1 ]

er could have survived without the heip
of those old tunes''—she was weoping
goftly into n delleate film of a handker-
dear little woman

these things are oura for keepa, and
tnke them away” Ilis
volee was full of siucdy optimism and

sympathy, but it was very goniiv, and

almost
china

rosy maldens have never even dreamed
ghe affirmed,
“and a highboy and gldeboard that are
worth thely welght in gold, and some
t o

pricologs ol

remetber

She blushed slightly as she spoke—-it
A ocentury sinee
 she had called him Stephen,

| “And possibly vonu forget the waffles
[ 1 made you one day-

[ “Wales! sny no more! 1 may be a
| past, o pluperfect, but there are some
memories that tell we | have not lved
in vain!"

“That soup to-nlght,'"” he Interrupted,
breathlessly, “Mrs, Merrydew —-Anna!
didn't It seem to you that It hicked a
falnt touch of something—aomething
fmpalpable, Inexpressible, soul-satisfy
ing—almosgl psychologieal—"

It did, Indeed; also the steak and
the croquettes! Asg you say, a some
thing

“Onlona!’

“Onjona!™

The word burst from both simulta
neglisly-—they gased at one another In
speechless ecstacy

“T Just love them in everything,"”
faltered In sweoet confusion,

“Everything- -everything! Mrs, Mer.
rydew—Anna! Dearest!"”

The Yale "fledgeling™ who was just
entering the door closed it softly ngain,
and reflectad that there gre some things
that yonth does not monopolize, sftap
nll.—DBoston Transeript.
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A FIELD FLOWER’S COMPLAINT,
It 1 had been a sunowdrop, the first one of the year, ohief.
Would yon have thought me beautifui, belng the first, my dear? sNever mind,

vl rose grown higher than your heart,
Weuld you have bent your face to mine, antd deawn my leaves apart, nobody  can
Untll they dropped about your feel, and all my heart Iay bare?
A brokea heart, o golden beart, for you to leave or wods | & bit unsteady, too
Would you have gathered In your hand exell fallon ¢ s “1 have Bole
And sald n “.\"‘:u word for Iife g0 beautiful and brief? ||._|I,'_‘ antl sotie
But 1, that faln would be a rose and wear her royul red, of in thelr philogophy.”
A field flower among fleld Bowers, 1 1ift my loveless hend,
Among the tall dead nettles, white campion who will beed?
White camplon shrinking faintly mid dock and sliverwemi? andirong—you
AN~ | had been o quarter of

sl

Lost Her Whole Fortuue,

After having tolled for many years
without belng able to lay aslde more
than a few dollars for a ralny day,
Mra, Mary Slavin, a middleaged wo
man, of 57 South Sixth street, Wil
Hamsburg, by the recent death of a
relative Inherited n piece of property.
She for $R,750, and deposiied
the money o the Nassan Trusi Com
As the banking
lnstitution pays but 2 per cent on de
posits she decided to withdraw
money and deposit L In
paying 4 per cent.

She took out all the money, and after
placing it In the bosom of hor dress
she set out for the Dime Ravings Dank,
at Broadway and Wythe avenue, two
blocks distant,

There were eight $1,000 bills, a $500-
bill, two £100 bills, and one 250-bUL
When she reached the Dime Savings
PBank she withdrew £100 ghe had on
deposit there, and then set out for her
home, Intending to arrange the money
In lots, and deposit each lot In a sep-
nrnte savings bank.

On reaching her home she discovered
that all her money was gone, She
became hysterleal, and while In that
condition sha went over the ground
she had traversed from the two banks,
but falled 1o find the money. A crowd
gathered around her and Jolned in
the search, Policemen lent thelr ald.
but the money was not found, On
reaching her home she collapsed com-
pletely and a doctor was ealled in,
Washington Post.

sold |t

| pany, near her home,

the
Institutlons

1

Crame's Hellance on Wiins,

Mr. Crane Is of o Jolly, enthusiastic
temperament It probably tires hlm
to heir the repetition of what he has
doubtiess heard so many that
lnsteal of suggesting a veteran In the
service he has In face, manner, gesture,
In his ability to enter into the spleit
of his work and o his very enthusl-

times

4 asm, the qgualities of the eager boy
rather than those of the settled, ma
ture, thoughtful man he s, says the

Era Magazine. “That is one of ihe par-
adoxes of the stage |l¢,-aitlh- the de
mands it secis to revive, even when It
should he taking away, the spontanelty
of youth,

In point of continued service upon
the boards Mr, Crane ig, now that Jo
Sepi JelYerson Is doeceasad, the oldest
American actor in harness I'hie ol

comedian has
fortune, 1lis slinple.
He ls a lover of salllng and for several
vears was commodore of the Hull
Yacht Club of Muassachusetts, He has
been married a little over thirty years.
Speaklng of his wife the other day he
sald: "I should never have been any-
ting but for her. It Is her help and

eonnlortable

tastes are very

amassed n

sympathy that bave carried me
through for nearly thirtyv-two years
now. She bas done anything and ey

erything for me, made my wardroby
even, cooked for me when dyspepsia
did its best to Kill me, and been inval
uable even In business matters. 1 nev-
er go agnlnst her Judgment now, I may
be publiely red-hot when she doesn’t
agree with me, but privately I think
shie I8 right.”

Varlous statesmen adopt varlous
methods tq discover Low thelr varl
ous policies are accepted Ly the peo-
ple. There 18 one rule that always
works: Half the peopls will be on
one slde, and the other half on the
other side.

R -

such ns those |

il |
{ Irong of mother's, don't you, Stephen?™ |
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An attractive teld for wireloss tel
| ography has been opeued ap by the
L organization of  the  Pannmn eanal

praoject.  oOtllelals ave considering the
{ feasibility of establishing wirelegs con
nection between New Orvleans and the
isthmus.  DBetween these places Thepe
iIs o cleay geaway of 1500
| through the Gulf of Mexico
1 caribbwean Nen,
|

Work for the lustue Is a sprcial
study nt the Vilein!f asylom. Paris,
Painting, earving, sketehing and even
tnttooing are Incinded, and recovery (s
often due to the employment. In other
cases the conditlon of the patlent's
mind is mirrored In the work done,
alding the physteian In his study of
the case more than gny amount of
dixensglon or consultation.

The enrih's Interior, Instead of he
Ing finld, Is now known to bhe exceci
Ingly hard and rigld, ‘Thia is due to

and the

the incoucelvable pressure, amd Pro
fessor 1. J. 1. See polnis out that as
the heat Is beyvond the crltleal tem-

perature of every known clemoent, the
matter must be eszentinlly a gos re
duced by pressure to a hardness and
rigldity possessed by no  substance
kuown to us,

What s belleved
white sapphire ever discovered has
Just been brought to Berlin by M,
Heppmer, n German engineer, who has
resided for many  years In Heazll,
where he possesses several mines, Re-
fore cutting the stone weighed 1,250
earats, but a flaw caused the clenvage
of n plece weighing 400 carats, Thils
plece will produce a ent stone of 100
carats, That eat from the larger plece
weighs 418 enrats, §s two Inches In
length and one inch and a bhalf wide
and thick,

Niatistics  colleeted In Germany
show that three-quarters of all the tin
usged in the world comes from south
castern Asin,  The total production In
1905 amounted to 93,008 tons. Al
though the output Inereases every yeur,
the supply Is stlll fssufficient for the
demamd, The Unlted States s the
greatest tin-uxing nation In the world.
It consumes 43 per cent of the entire
supply, although contributing very It
tle fto I, A tinmine was opened in
South Carollna year ago, and there
are sald to be deposlts In North Caro
lina, South Dakota and Wyoming.
Next to the Unlted States, Great Brit-
uln is the greatest consumer. It takes
28 per een of (he entire supply.

to be the largesi

It Is the opinlon of the Dominion
superintendent of forestry that Cann-
da undoubtedly holds the flrst place
among the timber-producing countries
of the world, and notwithstanding the
great dealn now pnt upon its resources
in this respect by the demands of for-
elgn countries, he thinks that Its lead
may be increased by Jndiclous man-
agement of its great forests. The vir
gin white pine, he says, cannot last
many years longer, but in the Douglns
fir, the codar, the Western white pine,
the spruce and the hemloek, Canada
possesses all bhut inexhaustible trens-
ures. The spruce is the most widely
digtributed.  Various species of It ex
tend from the Atlantle to the Pacifie
coast, and from the Awmerlean border
northward to the Hmit of tree growth,

In Germony, where disappolntment
Lins attended the employment of ooty
lene for lllnminating purposes, a new
use has been found for the gas In the
form of an explosive for bhlasting, Car-
bld of ealeélnm In small particles s en-
in a tin eartridge, the upper
part of which containsg water separat-
ed from the earbid by a partition. At
the top of the eartridge 18 an eleetrie
percussion deviee,  An lron pin, work-
e from the ontslde of the cartridge,
perforates the partition and allows the
witer fo come in contanct with the egp-
hitdl This is efected blow five
minntes before it I8 desired to ennse
At the end of that time,
sufliclent gas having been developed In
the cartridge, the electrie spark Is firsd
nud the explosion ocenrs, 'The effpet
in hlasting Is sald to be the rending
of the rock with Innumerable ecracks,
that the fragments nre casily re
moved,

closml

by n

nn explosgion,

=

OEATH-DEALING BREATH.

Amarzon Insect with Remarkahle
Means of Defense.
There exlsts In the reglon of the

Amazon, suys the Sclentific American,
#n variety of Insects which are pro
vided with a truly remuarkable means
of defense. These nre coleoptera of
the genus Cleindela, wilth thorax and
legs of u light brownlsh yellow, back
elytra marked with yellow, and of o
total length of whom 0.6 to 0.7 of an
inch. Althongh less {nsects are some-
times seen In the daytime, it is at
night that they can most easlly do
their bunting.

“In the paths of my garden," says
M. Le Comte, “by directing the light
of a dark lantern toward the ground,
I have seen them running in all direc-
tlons secking a reruge in the clefts

b#tween the stones of tho borders or !

miles, |

concealing themaclves under tufta ol
grasa, Byery tlme that | have tried
fo seine one of them o slight nolse
hus been heard Hke that of steam nn.
der pressure escaping from a valve
ralged Ly jerks, while a jet of smoke
ng made ite exit with foree, In most
eagex from the extremity of the abdo-
men, nmd sometimes even from the
ottt and dixseminating a stroog
odor of nltrous gos,

AU sueh thoeg [ bave experienced
aquite a astrong feeling of heat In the
Lnnd, and the hody of some of the in-
goct< that 1 soececded In entehing ap-
penrad o me to be Lhot., My fngers
fand the parte of my nands that had
been touclied by the hol smoke” were
stalued an indelible brown, It wounld
geom ns If this wers a very caustle
substinee which the Insect projoects
with violence In an fmpalpable dust
ngainet the enemies that threaten I,
and that it holds in reserve for Impor-
tant ocraslons,

“This process Is not absolutely ab-
normal, glnce a8 number of other ani-
mnls ulso have recourse to projectiona
of ligqulds or edors agalnst thelr ene-
mies for thelr defense, Bot this de-
notes in our Ingect both a  spocial
chemlenl taleut and a specinl reslst-
anees of the Intestines that may be
qualitied ps wost remarkahle,

“Upon the whole, ths litJe coleopler
la nothing less than a dragon that
projects fire and #ames from both of
its extreomitios and that differs In prin.
ciple from the famous monster of an-
tiqulty only In s dimensions, It may
very well have been that our ances-
lore nlso knew some gilgantle elein-
dele, the remaing of an antedlluvian
fanua, and that they have not provarl-
ciated ns much as might seem to be the
ensge In relating to us the misdeeds of
the marvelous and terribile animal com-
mitted in the days of yore in guard-
ing enverns in which was hidden ev-
ery sort of treasure worthy of the
name."

FUHidU_B FO EST FIRES,

Mon gnd Heast Are Helpless Agalinst
Their Oncoming.

The faryof o forest fire s indeserib-
nble, especially In soft-wood or conlfer
forests. Here the flames swoep
through, maklug a roaring wall of
blaze that reaches from the ground,
carpeted with Inflammable  material,
to the topmost branches where vesin-
ous sap snaps and crackles flercely,
throwing blazing particles to lgnite
other trees at a conslderable distance,
In addition a high wind blows, In
many cnses genetated by the five {teolf,
the heated alr rising causing an in-
rush of eolder ale from adjacent nrean
that acts Hke a draft of a Turnace, Be-
fore this combination of ground and
erown fire nothing can prevall,  Anl-
mnls flee before it or are roasted to

s

denth.  Dmreing the ires in Washing-
o and Oregon In 1902 lakes were
found packed solid with putrefying

und partly roasted bodles of benr, deer,
paunther, and other animals, fearless of
ench other fn the frenzy that brought
them  together to perish  through
drowning, heat, or suflTocation. In
these same fires a plenle party of nine
persons, with team and wagon, was
cit off by flames near Mt, 8t. Helen,
amd all that was found later to prove
the tragedy were the frons of the wag
on, the carcasses of two horses, ves.
tiges of the remilns of human belngs,
the buttons of the clothing the only
evidence left to show how they feil,
The horses had been ocut loose in a
vitln mercy that sought to glve them
n echanee to shift for themselves., Near
thie thres of the wagon were the re-
mning of the women of the party and
the position of the men at varlons
polntg from the central group of the
tragedy showed that they had tried to
make some gort of a fight., ‘tne task
wis as hopeless as muking a living
apace In the midst of a blast furnace.
SThe Chautawguan,

fecunhinr Faneral Castoms.

Bwilss foneral enstoms are most pe
enliar, At the death of a person the
fomily Inserts a biack-edged announee
ment in the papers asking for sympu
nnid statlne that
will be exhibited
hours on a spectal day.,

thy, “the monrnlng
within certain
In frant of Lae
douse where the person dled there 18

placed a lttle bhlanck table, covered

win

with a black eloath, on which stands
t blpek Jar, Tuty this the felends and
requaintanees of the famdly drop small
shnele-ovargined visiting carvids, some
timtes with a few worlds of sympathy

The urn I3 pat on the table
tinly men
to the churchyard, and they
generally follow the hiearse on root,

on thaan
on the day of the tuneral

W

Where Laes the Mawm?

“Yes, I've Just returued from a two
months' visit in the East,"” the Port-
land youhg ludy was suying, “and, oh,
I had such a lovely time! Those Bast-

erners  are  so  different from us
thongh."

“What polnts did you visit? in-
qulred the new comer In Oregon. *1 do

Lhope you saw dear old Boston."
“Boston!" the Portland girl ejacu
lated, I should say not, [ was In
Oregonlan,

Montana,"—Portland

On a raluy, windy nlght, when you
are unable to sleep, ever look yoursel
over candidly, and admit your faults!
And wasn’'t the result pretty tough?




