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Trial by Jury.
WITNESS in a Chicago case swore the other
day that he had bribed more than a hundred
Jurors. Asked If any of the jurors he ap-
proachead had aver refused to do business with
him, he replisd that he only remembered threo
who had been proof against bis seductions.

Naturally an incldent of this character |leads
to a discussion of the value and safety of the jury system.
It was primarily intended to secure for the accused trial
by his peers, and by men drawn at random from the body
of the people. One of its purposes was to balk interfer
enoe by the crown through coerced judges; and, in a day
when the people had to stand together against this sort of
tyranny, It did Its work well.

But no ons fears the tyranny of the crown now, and
we wounld have gquite as much faith In the integrity of the
$udges as In that of the bhest jury. It, perhaps, Is a sufe-
gnard still to have It known that a jury will sit on a case
which will be drawn from the body of the people by
chance; but it {8 a safeguard against possible rather than
present evils, If anything like this shoeking Chicago ex-
perlenca were to become at all common, that safeguard
wonld not weigh in the balance for A moment.

Stil), the truth probably is that trial by jury Iz in more
danger from another side than from that of possible cor-
ruption. And this is the hard usage to which jurymen are
Frequently subjected. This leads to a great reluctance to
serve on a jury, and to a feeling of soreness and resent-
ment when compelled to serve. It ought to be recognized
that & juryman is performing a patriotic duty, quite as Im-
portant as that of the soldler; and the utmost palns should
be taken to make “hie lot a happy one."

The locking up of a jury, for Instance, with a view to
coercing It into reaching a verdiet by sheer pressure of Im
pricronment should never be resorted to. If a jury cannot
agree after a reasonable discussion of the evidence, its
disngreement ought to he frankly accepted and the jury
dismissed. Then it would seem as if the number of jury
trinls might be rednced. A jury should not be called in
except where its judgment as to fact {8 absolutely required.
Otherwise, the judges might safely be Intrusted with the
work. Jury service will have to be given more dignity and
more comfort and more respect if it is to Inst in the high
form which makes it a saﬂ-xuard to the course of justice,

Montreal Star.

The Preservation of the Bison.

HE movement now on foot to save the Amer-
iean bison from extinction is one which should
commend itself to all thoughtful Amerleans.
That our grandest native animai, not long ago
-'-,.;“ |Jthe most numerous large animal of recent
[Jtimes, has been allowed to almost disappear
from the earth, is recognized as a national dis-
grace, and the knowledge that there is still a fighting
chance to save hlm should stir every naturalist, every
lover of animals, to aetion In his behalf. And sure-
Iy no animal can appeal to us for protection from more
points of vlew than the buffalo. As an Individual it is a
creature of imposing appearance—the flnest hoofed ani-
mal on earth to-day—one of the graudest animals of all
time. It stands out a bold and pleturesque figure in the
story of the conquest of the American wilderness; its his
tory Is closely Interwoven with the early history of our
country—with the story of the Indians and the ploneer
settlers—and It would seem that it should be preserved, if
only as a grand and striking object lesson In American his-
tory. But looking at the matter from a purely utilitarian
polint of view, the bufinlo is a valuable animal, which could
robably be reared at & bandsome profit In any of the
tates inclnded in its former range. Careful experiments
by the Corbins at Newport, N. H., and by others elsewhere
bave proved conclusively that, with a reasonably large
area over which to roam, buffaloes are as easy to rear and
less expensive to feed than domestic cattle. Their flesh,
which eannot be distinguished from beef, is the least val.
aable part of them, sinca buffalo robes and handsome
heads for mounting are always in demand, sometimes at
snormous prices,
But since nearly all the buffaloes In the country are
now In the hands of private individuals, these facts are but
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4 menace to the race. There {8 no guurantes that the
owners may not at any time sell their herds to the first
man who offers a lLigh fgure for thelr heads and hides,
Moreover, since most of the animals are contalnel ln two
or three comparatively large herds, there I8 constant dan-
ger of a large proportion of them being wiped out at one
time by contagious disease. In order to avold such a dis-
aster, which might sasily destroy the last chance to save
the bison, it seoms that the wirest plan would be for the
government to purchase three or four hundred buffaloes
known to be free of all trace of blood of domesatic cattls,
to divide them into reasonably small herds of, say, fifty
apimals each, and to malntaln these herds In as many
differant places throughout the country untii such time

as the race 1s once more safely on its feot.—Boston Tran-
seript.

Another Dip Into the Falls,

WO new 10,000 horse-power turbines hsve been
installed by the Canadian Mower Company, and
the time when Niagara shall cease to run is
brought that much nearer,

You, with your love of the beautiful, ecry
“Shame!” You ask why commercialism shall
be allowed to destroy this world wonder, where
milllons have marveled and been brought In thought closer
to the Power that rules the universe,

And Commercialism says: “Here is the hest and cheap-
eat power the world knows golng to waste, It will turn
the wheels of a thousand factorles; It will run rallroads
and "ﬂ'ht cities.” There |a Iuglv on both sides of the ques-
tlon. It s a fact that what has been done and is planned
to be done will sound the doom of Niagara Falls.

But there Is a bigger question. The falls are publie
property. By rights they belong to no one man or set of
men. And yet the public has gotten little or nothing out of
the commercial transformation of this grent torrent,

Private capital is now invested in ten cowpanies that
have diverted much of the water from the falls. The av-
erage cltizen has been blessed with little, if any, reduction
of traveling expenses, notwithstanding that the falls fur-
nish the power for his trolley line,

Last year a “grab” bill was introdueed In the New York
Legisiature, Had it become a law, llitle wonld have been
left of Niagara to attract sightseers. The bill was fought
tooth and nall by New York newspapers, led by the World,
and, backed by public sentiment, they were victorious, The
measure s to be agaln pressed and a still stronger fight
to rob the people.

Only aggressive vigilance will prevent the grandest nat-
ural apectacle In this conntry becoming a curse and & scan-
dal.—Kansas City World.

Japan Is Aiding Russian Reform,
HE chief interest In the great war in the East

concerns not so much the ability of the Japs
to whip the Russians, bhut their power to help
- g TOrWand the canse of Russian liberty, It had
,‘7""»‘.-_,1‘;1\}\ long been understood that the fall of Port Ar
[Lv*.’.q}_‘-_": @) thur was Inevitable, but still, when it came,

it came with a Jar that the Russlan autocracy
Three years ago Tolstol, wlien he belleved himself to
warning him against his ad-
visers, “whose cruel and strenuous activity is arresting the
elernal progress of mankind.” He warned the Czar that
autoeracy was an outgrown form of government that
would no longer serve for an enlightened people living in
touch with enlightened nations. He entreated him to heed
the deslres of the Russian people, and especinlly to free the
working people from the special laws that deprived them
of the rights enjoyed by other citizens, to glve them
freedom of removal from place to place, freadom of edu-
catlon, of consclence, and in tenure of land, These re-
forms are coming, and the Japs are helping vastly to bring
them. Some of them have already been granted by the
('zar, and though what the Czar glves he can take back,
or the next may take back, the great reforms, like the abo-
lition of serfdom or the concession of these great rights that
Tolstol spoke for, once they are fully established and en-
Joyed, are Irrevocable. The Japs will bring Russia down to
modern times If they hold out long enough More power
to them in that good canse.—New York Life
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the others left,

amd thiz was sett!led to the

I pounced on two men | ern, SHLis-

g A BURMESE FIRE DF PARTMENT. ; and made l!ln"lll l‘akl‘ hold. As they be- | faction of the strikers. An Intereating

gan to work a flizht of paddy-birds | episode In connection with it is told

NN NN AN A | Srcned overtiond, The Sumes gleam- | Ly Eugene ¥V, Debs, who led the aglta-
T ed rosy on their white feathers, tion,

It 18 not easy to guess what a native “Red paddy-birds! Look! Red pad- “"President James J. UL and 1 had

Burma would think »*

e quick actlon | dy-birds! shouted the population, This | shaken hands,” sald Mr. Debs, In re-
and speed of an Amerlesn fire engine | was too wueh for the men at the han luting the story, *“am declared the
and it company. What an Ameriean | dles They squatted on thelr heels | hatchet lmrh-d” He sald he was glad
t!mught of Burmese costom at such|and stared up in delighted astonish- | it was over n‘ml assured me that he
'l!mo‘ of need Is recorded by E. D.|ment, [ grew desperate. had no rnolllng or resentiment. As we
Cuming, in his book., "In the Shadow “"Whose honse is that?” I asked. #tood chatting in hig offies, he re.
of the Pagoda,” Mr. Cuming was& in- pointing to one just threatened. marked: ‘By the wayv, Debs, yon'll
terested in a mil situated near a small "Your honor, that i3 the house of | have to be .lll\' gr‘m-r:‘ﬂl nmnai.rvr to-
Burmese village. One morning a tire| 'ho Foo." night, for ”ll'-llwn won't go to v'vnrk
broke onut among the Hghtly bullt bam- “Where s he exeept on your orders.' | replled:
boo huts and rapiddy spread | "Here,” pointing to one of the men wedll ri{zht; that by

I ordered out the little il fire en-| I had driven to pumy

gine, had the hands summoned «nd
ran the engine to the burning village,
siys Mr. Ouming. It was blzing as

el on the root of a tree,
“Is that your honse?"
He nodded and smiled pleasantly.

I'll guarantee
morning the trains will al! be ronning
on schedule time." Then Mr, Hill sud
denly nsked me:

“*How about my wages, Debs? ['m

He was erouch
smoking.
I asked him
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only bamboo and dhunny thateh can
Blaze. One house after another caught
in rapid succession. The men ai the
engine pumped until they were tired

out, and them T called on the villagers
to relieve them,

No one moved save to urge others
1 called again. An ol man who was
& pelty government official, and 80,
probably, felt a elight responsibility,
rose, girded up his loins and called for
men, s son and one other got up un
willingly, carvefully lald astde the i
cheroots and took hold of the handles
The rest the B uiatted
and laughed,

I turned to and worked, though wenk
from & long fever. The ol man soon
pumped bimself out, wrul when he left

uf populalion

“It will be on fire In & moment.”

“Yas, your honor, I think 80, he pe-
sponded affably, looking at his dwell
ing with a disinterested air.

I burst out laughing, and the natives
Jolned, rocking to and fro, roaring with
amusement, as if the ldea of trying to
put out & fire was the greatest joke In
the world, 1 told the men to coll up
the hose and take the engine home, and
I resolved not to spoll the
pleasure those light-hieartod people
in witnessing daestrae
village.

look

the ton of thelr

Debs Wa |nl-|l Hill o lum Union,

Despite James J, HIl's belief that
wages have bean ralsisd to o fletitions
standard, there has been only ong
strike on Wils raileoad, the Great North

. |
Innocenl

an employea, too, you know, and, slnce
evervhody gets a ralse, whore do [
come In¥  He langhed heartily when |
answeraed:

*“Join the union,
yon gt A square
Magnzine,

and we'll gee that
deal.! "—8uecesa

Paying Old Scores.
“So she fell in love with the eride.”

“No; she I8 just golng to marry him
to dictate what he shall say about the
other nctresses.”"—Illinois State Jour-

nal,

She Thought S0 Too,

Grace—He's just cruzy to marry
mie,

ell—1 think so too Detrolt Free
Press.

[_over the ends of the can,
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An Old Swectheart of Mine,

As one who at evening o'er nn
album all alone,

And muses on the faces of the

that he has known,

turn the leaves of fancy

shadowy design,

1 find the smiling features of an old
sweetheart of mine,

FREGRESEEAR IS
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otaons
friends

So 1 till, in

The lnmplight seems to gllmmer with a
filcker of surprise

As 1 turn it low to rest me of the dansle
in my eyes;

And 1 light my plpe In sllence save a
slgh that seems to yoke

Its fate with my tobacco and to vanish
into smoke.

"Tis a fragrant retrospection—for the
loving thoughts that start

Into being are lu{o pearfumes from the
hilnssoms of the heart;

And to dream the old dAreams over s a
luxury divine—

When my truant faneies wander with
that old sweetheart of mne.

Though I hear, beneath my study, like a
fluttering of wings,

The volces of my children and the moth-
er as she sings,

[ feel no twinge of consalence to deny me
any theme

When Care has cast her anchor In the
harbor of a dream.

In fact, to speak In sarnest, 1 belleve
it adds a charmm

To apice the good a trifie with a littie
dnst of harm,

For I find an extra flavor In memory's
mellow wine

That makes me drink the deeper to that
old sweetheart of mine

A face of lily beauty and a form of airy
grace

Floats ont of my tobaocco as the, genii
from the vase;

And I thrill beneath the glances of a palr
of nzure eyes

As glowing ns the summer and as tendasr
ns the skles,

And aganin 1 feel the pressare of the
slender little hand

As we used to talk together of the fu-
ture we had plannod-—

When I should be n post, and with noth-
ing else to do

But write the tender verses that she set
the musie to.

When we should live together In a oony
little cot,

Hil in n nest of roses with a fairy garden
fApot,

Where the vines were ever fruited and
the weather ever fine,

And the hirds were ever singing for
that old sweetheart of mine.

When 1 should be her lover forever and
n duy,

And she my faithful sweetheart till the
golden halr was gray;

And we shonld be so happy that when
either's lips were domb

They would not smile In heaven till the
other's kiss had come.

But—ah! my dream is broken by a step

ipon the stalr,

And the door Is softly opened and my
wife is standing there!

Yet with cagerness and rapture all my
vislons 1 resign

T'o greet the living presence of that old
uwantheart of mine.

James Whitcomb Riley.
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PTOMAINE POlSON“P_UZZLEB.

Beware of the (.unned (l(wdll When the
Tin Fdge Bulges Out,

Just  what “ptomaine - poisoning"
really i8 puzzles the average man, bnt
he 18 not so puzzled that he proposes
1o risk It In order to solve the enlgma.
He Is quite willing to walt untll the
wedleal sharps have deawn thelr de-
ductions from the sufferings of others,
“"Ptomalne-polsoning’” I8 very much
llke appendieltis——It la almosat fashion-
able to have It. Bul the ptomaines
can not be toyed with as can appendl-
citls, They always mean business, and
there must he a hurry call for the doe-
tor, when they make thelr presence
known. Llke appeondloitis, too, they
are charged with a great many things
for whieh they are not responsible,
and they have in the past escaped
blame In cases where they deserved
all the ceusnre,

Some queer ldeas are extant aboat
ptomalnes, one of the most widely
spread belng that they are created hy
the cans In which the majority of
this workaday world finds most of its
food. But one of the saentific gentle-
men in the agricultural depsartment
will tell you, and perhaps with a sn-
perlor alr and  some condescension,
that that I8 just where you are most

In error. In a very few minutes he
can convince you that the only safe
food to eat, as far as plomalnes are
coneerned, Is canned food. Regard
all others with suspiefon. Of course,
sometimes «uite by accldent, pto
malnes are found In canned foods,
But that is because they were In the
food before It got Into the ean, Any

way, it i1s easy enough to avold them
it they are In the can, Cast your eye

bulge,

It thgy U
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If ﬂm; #ink In )‘Ol

hewnre,
Rre =g rc'

“Het 1 thonght canned goods werd

the aln eanse of ptomaine-polson
INg? you supggest,

N VISP 5 the roply. “"No othey
forimn of foud 1s safor e reason Iy
obvii Canned goods are generally
prepared from fresh material, wveed
bhefor - there Is opportuntty for decoms
position to reach the danger polnt, and
they are further freed from danger of
bacie inl action by careful steriliza-
tiom.”

IFoodspolsoning may be cauvssd In
varions ways, the most common causes
belng those of meat, sausage, (s
milk and cheese polsoning, thro

bacterial actions producing ptomain
These bacterial changes usually
place in the flesh before It s cured
or cooked. During this time the baos
teria, which act by attacking the nidy
rogeuous portions of the food and
breaking it up into other substunces,
some of which are polsonous, com
their work so thoroughly that even
heat of un oven or frying pan is
sufficient to destroy their newly ae-
quired  polsonons qualities, Th
changes take place with great rapid<
ity and are almost impossible to de-
tect in their first stages. Later th
decomposition I8 accompanled by o
clinracterigtic taste or odor, but the '5
food may have become dangerous be-
fore these telitale evidences are ne-
ticoable,

The remedy lles, sald the professos,
in stringent laws regulating the salg
of any food produot that ls open to
snspicion-—and especially in removing
from every creature that has been saco-
rificed to the human appetite the ins
teatinal tmet, whers these dangerousd
orgnnisma are found in greatest abune-
dance. The passage of auch laws, ,
based on the work of the bleuﬂdoq -
leal laboratorios, has already marvely
ously reduced the number of reported
cascs of ptomalne-polsoning.—Wash-
ington Post.

DEBT WIPED OUT BY PELEE. |

KEvidence of Obligations Destroyed-
Burvivers of Eruption Proaper.
Itising out of the ashes and pres

pering beyond all thoughts of the pos

gihle at the time of ruin, is sald

be the latest history of the people
the Island of Martinique, The hisbo
rinn 18 Ameriean Coneul Ayme, on

leave of absence from his post in Bras
zll, snys the Worcester Telegram. He
was the only official United Btates
representative on the Island after the
ernption of Mont Pelee a few yeard
ago, whan the ¢ty of St. Plerre wag
destroyed and nearly all its inhablk
tauts killed in an bour,

Ite stopped at the Island on his way
home and looked into the conditions
of Its people. He was atsonished and
e expressed his astonishment and ad
the same time explained how It was
possible for the quick recovery to have
taken place. He says that at the time
of the sruption Bt. Plerre was tha
metropolls of the Island and practiod
ally all the wealth was centered in the
city. With the bulldings of the c¢ity
there was wipad out all the papers and
evidence of indebtedness on the island,
&0 that there was no evidence on
which creditors or such of them as
ountlived the disaster could collect a
dei of any kind.

All the people on the Island outside
of 8t. Plerre found that thedr debts
had heen wiped out by the terrors of
the ecruption, but the eruption did nod
destroy the large stores of specle and
metalllc wealth in the banks of the
eity and that fell into the bmnds of
the living inhabitants of the lsla
and mande them rich in hundreds
cases where they had been
Therefore, they were much better od
by means of the eruption and they
have taken advantage of their oppors
tunity to prosper and make the island
bliooni.  Those who were killed by the
voleano do not miss the wealth they
left. It was better for the survivors
than a patlional bankruptcy law.

Advantages of Infirmity.

Senator Depew eays that the mos§
imeresting instance of true optimism
that ever came to his notice was thaj
afforded by an old mmn lving near
I'eckskil], N. Y,

This old chap, whio could give Mark
Tapley points on how to be e¢heerful
under adverse conditlons, was a char.
acter in his way, and nearly everyone
in Peekskill enjoyed drawing him out.

He suffered from a <¢ombipation of
prlsy and St Vitus dance; and when
lier would palnfully duck s head f
gitle to side in the manner peculiar
his complaint the effect was most dis«
tressing. ! '

One day a sympathetie person ul1
to the old fellow: "It must be dreadfu
to be afMicted in this way."

“Oh, 1 don't know,"” blithely rey
sponded the PPeekskill man. *“It has
ita advaitages, Now, It's just the

thing when 1

o119 "

g0 to a two-ringed ol

Lintter-Day Banking.

i -_»lu‘('ll.\e‘ "l'ilil‘."‘hl“l[' - ———‘
Bank President—Derfectly safe, my
dear siv; perfectly safel  Why, we

haven't a trusted employe on the plnesy
Ag Boon as wo llod ourselves beginnin
to live contidence in one we i“"-'flﬂ!'g
him on the spot, ;




