OU know I love you, Ilarry, and
Yll is eruel of vou to say you
don't belleve wie! No, [ won't
forgive you, and 1 vou klsa
me—not for a very long tlme., You
are not nearly ag nics as a8 you used
to be ™
“Will you listen to reason, Dora?”
“No. | won't! That Ig, | am nlwnays
ensonable. 1t s youn who are
mehh- and altogether horrid!”
“And nll this because [ pressed you
to mnrry me at onee, and
‘And yon gald | could not love you,
or that If 1 loved von, 1 would
agres to It
o you would

won't let

nnren

renlly

DISILLUSIONMENT
OF THE DOCTOR

“Man, how can you remember such
things at a tline lHke this? 1 withdraw
nll I sald. Bat 1 am In torment, 1 tell

you! Wil you gilve me soma of that
medicine [ had from you lust time?”

“1 wave no doubt T shall be uble to
glve you rellef, at all events,” sald the
doctor smoothly, “and I suppose I may
tnke it that you will oblige me In that
little matter 1 spoke of?"

I'he lnwyer glared at him for a mo-
ment or two In silence, then polnting
to a long blue envelope that lay on a

table nearby, he snld: “Open that. Per-
haps you may gather from what you
find inslde anything you wish to
know,"

“hat et the same ns saving that The envelope was addressed to Mr
1 don't love vou.' PDenyer, nnd without hesitation the toe.
“Ir doesn’t look as if you did, does | tor opened It It contalned a note
it from Miss Prendergnst, Inclosing her
“Tlarrve,” 2nlid the glrl earnd --.1|_\.. | wlll It wias not slened she wished
Nt to bo teasonable, ng yon s ome winoe alterstions to be mude In
\ . {1 lins ) il Hat It wa e will dtaedf that in
Wi
u | ) dod
' TR i1l th 0 suiprise Miss Pren
| i sl 1 ‘ 1 I wius leaving nearly all  hed
y to meidlleal ehinrities, and Doro
U7 hy was to reécelve an dnnuity of n hun
) " lred gl twenly pounds a year
' The will's not slgned,” the doctor
\ il ' red to himsell, “and If It was a
[ ek to | will ean be wade any day. For
cal, Maloney hat matter, the day she Is married It
| w who yu A o mueh waste paper.”
' olng mun? broke In e gquletly replaced the will and let
P Tl v odes, andd a tall lady, wear- | ler I the envelope, und turned to his
A fuet of fal feeth and | patient, The medicines he sent In
v siddenly round the | were as effectual as they had always
i - Il hiedge roved, and in less than a1 week Law
BRI Lawrence  stond | vor Denyer, a8 the country people eall-
) i hie knew that Miss Ma-led him, was as well ns ever,
tidny Prendergant professed a great ex Some months passed and not a week
teem (and possibly chevished n went by without Harry Lawrence
warmer fecling) for the plaugible pressing als sweetheart to throw pru
halred Iclshman, w! ad sl iv [ denee 1o the winds and marry him out
lils father's patier ¢ penfessing | oF lami
1o keep the practioc together for i arihg that period, also, the atten
while he finished 4 ol iy 'y '1 s pald to the aunt by his profes
That evening, Mr. Degvar, the walie | dlonal rival beeame rather marked, but
itor, snt in his div'n aom, el et Teverybody thought the idea of a match
g hia recovery fiom o fit ol it between them too ridiculous to be wor-

which he owed-—the recovery, not the
awortt——to the skillfal presceriptions of
\lichinel Maloney, M. R. C, 8., and oth

or initlals, who now s#nt opposite to
e,

A\ tloetor shiould be o mareisd man,
I feel thet,”" suld Dy Maloney, with

wntimental s, “The iandies don't
altogether ke an unmarecied man, And
there’s only one ohjection to Miss 'ren

dergnst, amnd thot is that 1 ean't find
ol anything definite about her posl-
tlon."

“The auut, do youn mean, or the
nieee ™

“Uh, the puant, to be sure. I'm awiire

the money belongs to her. She's as

much as sald 80 In my hearing muny
n time

“Tlm iplhe!

‘Tiut 1’4 think It safer, as
thitn, to have a few partienlars 1'd
Hke to know, for one thing,
the money belongs to her,
“L“-. Wit or
Wie interest in it

a pradent

whetherp
o do as she

whether she

Lawyer |’--|l_\|'r‘ wis oceasionally as
denl as a post. He chose to he deaf
now

“Youn and | bave doue one another
many a good turn,” sald the doetor,
edging his chair a little nearer, “and
I hope we shall llve to do each other
many more,  Now, | should be eter-
nally obliged if you would tell me in
strlet contidence—mind, In the very
strictest confidence—how much Miss
Prendergust possesses In her own right
wvith absolute control,”

“Are you aware, Dr. Maloney," sald
the Inwyer, speaking very slowly, “that
Yo are insuiting me In a very gross
manner The late Stephen Prender-
gast was my cllent, sir, and you calm-
ly propose that I shonld make his af-
falrs known to you, a perfect stranger!

And youn have the audacity te do
this——~"
“Hang you, slr!" roared the hot-

headed Ivishman, dinging out of the
house,

At nis next attack, which happened
not long after, Mr. Denyer, of course,
called n another medical man, but
whether it was that Dr. Maloney knew
the patient’'s constitution and babits
better, or that he was in possession of
a drug of singulnr eficacy, the fact
remained that the lawyer did not re-
eelve anything Hke the same relief
from the new doctor's remedles as he
had beeun accustomed to obtaln from
those supplled by the Irlshman.

The Inwyer had fully made up his
mind that under no elrcumstances
would he ever speak to Dr, Maloney
again; but pain is a wonderful stimu-
lant, and In one of his worst parox-
ysms he sent a message to him, beg-
ging him to come and do what he could
to relieve him,

Dr. Maloney promptly attended the
summmons, but on entering the sick
roomi he advanced to the bedside and
pald with a frown:

“When 1 was here last, Mr. Denyer,
you all but kicked me out of the
bhouse,”

- . i — X
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thy of serious conslderation.

Harry at last became so Importunate
thut Dolly yielded; only she stipulatedl
thnt, as she could not hope to obtain
her nunt's consent, the marviage must
be as private as clreanmstances would
permit. To this, the young
man readily ussented.

It was a guarter to eight on a cold
winter's morning when Dolly slipped
oit of her room and paused at the doo
of her aunt's bedroom, with the Inten
tlon of slipping In and bidding her o

of eonrse,

gllent adlen,
To her surprise the room wis émpty.
Yet the bed had been slept In, and

there was nothing that suggested that
nnything unusual or disastrous hod oe
curreds.  Dolly would have stayed 1o in
vestigate, but she heard the fmpatient
footsteps of her lover on the gravel
outslde, and she hastened to Join |

ling only nl

| Hurry.

“0h, she will be all right"
"\\-“'“ see abourt her after
vard, 1 hope to goodness, thouph, she
husn't gone to the chureh to try to stop
our wedding.”

On the way they met no one, but
the low stone bullding was lighted up,
and in the church porch they met Miss
Matilda Prendergast, with Dr. Maloney
by her side.

The four stared at one nnother for
some seconds In sllence. Then the eld-
er 'ady, with a pretty shyuess, advane-
ed her withered cheek to her niece,
saylng: “Kiss me, my dear, and wish
me joy. We have just been married.”

Just then an urgent message arrived
from the vicar, who was both cold and
hungry, and the junior palr proceeded
Into the ehurch and walked up to the
altar.

In less than a month both couples
had returned from thelr respective
honeymoons, and then Lawyer Denyer
had the satisfaction of firing a bomb-
shell which had the effect of destroy-
ing Dr. Maloney's matrimonial happi-
ness foraver,

Miss Prendergast, he sald, derived
her property from a will of her father
made many years before, when she,
then a glddy young thing of romantic
tendencles, was In danger of making
an extremely undesirable match, It
provided that his daughter should In-
herit his property, subject to the pro
vision that if she shounld at any time
marry without the consent of certaln
trustees the property should go to the
children of his brother BStephen, of
whom only Dorothy now survived.

As the trustees were all long since
dead It had not occurred to the clderly
bride that she ran any risk of losing
Ler money by marrying without legal
advice, But fresh trustees had been
nppolnted, and thelr consent, (t seemed,
wis nbsolutely necessary, If the condi
tlons on which the property was held
by Miss Prendergast were to be ful-
filled. As mutters stood, she had noth-
ing beyond any allowance her nlece
might be disposed to make to her.—
Home \lnnlh]y

sl

If a g'lrl is pretty i'll{'ll‘ll.]I. th hard-
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Buffer jtate é’)(lflﬁ‘ﬁ;f/
Greal Brifain and
Rugssia hay @ Ruler
who doeys nof disdain
the Luxuries of Wojt-
ern Cipiizalion <«

Few piart« of the Britisl
have caused (ireat Britain the
she continmes to feel about her
possessions, says the Phlladelphia
Ledger. Every movement Russia has
maide In Central Asia looking towand
the concentration of the Inmumerable
Btates added by to the Nussian
Emplre watched from the
Inddlan frontler Ly argus-eyed DBritons

Kmpire
anxiety
Indinn

foree

lhing heen

toth Rossin and England have madl
Lreful rvevas of the frontiers, il
el governmen!t has budit and contin
108 1o bulld strategle raflroads along

he enormous and diifenit boundaries,
tussla I8 known to have long been In
possession of several plans for a de-
and the British have
for years been evolving quite as many
plansg intended o checkmate any move-
nent of the kind

scont upon Indin,

Missions Sent from Indin,
At the present tlme the British are
ongnged In the pleasant task of assur-
ng the northern neighbors of Imndla of

the slze of the United Kingdom, and |
populntion of sbout 4,000,000,
has been an independent State sinee
the middle of the eighteenth century,
prior 1o which tlme it was part of Per
gin, while Its provinee of Kabul was in
the Mogul Kmpire. It is walled in by
some of the Lighest mountaing In the
world, which aliwost completely sur-
round It, leaving less than balf a dozen
so-called passes by which the
try may be entermd,
are of use for strutegle purposes, and
even they are so treacherously situ-
ated that a Iarge army might be annl-
hilated by a comparatively small force,

The Afghans, all of whom are Mo-
hamwedans, are n warllke people,
which fact, added to thelr strong po-
rendere thelr Independence com-
wnfs ngland has burned
her fngers more
with the Afghansg, and Russin has not
| apereeded In winning them over, al-
quarter of a

has #n

gition,

parntively

(hough she has spent n

century coaxing,

There nrea few countries on  the
globe, not excepting Tibet, which are
more inhospitable to forelgners than

Afghanistan., FPlaced hy nature as a
buffer between two powerful rivals,
Afghanistan Is a country where every-
one 1s suspected as a spy of elther
Russla or the British, In Kabul there
are no foreigners, The last ono was a
\Mr. Frelscher, a German gunmnaker,
who was murdered In a mysterions
manner a few months ago. A woman
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STATE
thelr friendship, wlr.h the object of
westalllng any slmilar device upon
e part of Russia, 0Old treaties, long
sinee in abeyance or quite Inactive,
lave bheen renewed, and new ones
signed.,  Last year two misslons were
ent out from Indin to earry this ob-
joct Into effect. That commanded by
‘'olonel Younghnsband, which Invaded
Uibet, was ungraclously recelved, and

BUFIFER

THE AMIR OF AFGHANIATAN.

nltbough ] treaty WaAS algued in the
Forbldden City, Lassa, 1t {8 admitted
that the success of the enterprise was
not unaccompanied by serious incon-
venlences.

Late in November a British mission
was dispatched to Kabul, the capital
city of Afghanistan, where better luck
I8 belleved to have attended it. The
mission is headed by Louls Dane, For-
elgn Secretary for Simla, who 18 ac-
companied by H. R. Dobbs, his secre-
tary; Major W, Malllson, R. A.; Cap-
tain Vietor Brooke, Ninth Lancers, and
a Britlsh doctor, The necessity for
this visit arises from the fact that the
agreement made with the late Amlr,
Abdurrahman, terminated at his death
in 19001. Since that tlme the son and
successor of the late Amlr, Habibullah,
has been proving himself loyal to Brit-
ish Interests In the absence of any
binding documents. He has repeated-
ly dispatched assurances to the Viceroy
of India of his devotion to the British.
Nevertheless, it was considered that
his affection would be more convinelng
If he set his royal hand and seal
to It

Several matters need discussion, and
one of them I8 the question of the
British subsidy, to which the Amir is
entitled.  The present Amir has not
drawn the annual subsldy of 180,000
rupees (about £50,000) since he ascend-
el to his kingly dignity. He had no
agreement with the British, and d1d
not need the money, for e is rieh, and
life In Afghanistan §s not expensive.

Alphieniagtzy, which 18 gbout twiece

BETWEEN RUSSIA

AND BRITAIN.

physician, an Englishwoman, has been
in Kabul for three years, and declares
that living In the capital Is like belng
on a different planet. *“Uhe universal
atmosphere of suspiclon, the ever-pres-
ent know lr--l ra that keen Afghan eves
are watelilng evory movement, com-
bined with the knowledee of {solation
from ilized world, have uot a
beneficial effect upon one's nerves, and
after a prolong @ comes peril-
ously near a break-down,

A British agent, 1 Mol
fleor of the Inodian

the ciy
red stay ou

inmmedan of-

urmy, resides in

Ikabul, but he might as well reside at
the North ole for anll he s allowedd
to do. He seldom goes out, no one

dares visit him, and the ounly oppor-
tunity he has for displaying hlmself
is to be present once in a while at a
durbar or levea of the Amir. It is
admitted that he Is entirely without
Influence. The Russians, however,
have not even a figurehead for -an
agent, and two Russian sples were only
recently canght and sent to prison—
and disappeared.

Habibullah-Khan, the Amir,

Habibullah Khan, the present Amir,
has seen something of the world, He
and his brother visited London in 1806,
and both were made G. C. M. G, As
far a8 may be, In a country without a
glngle mile of railway, the Amir may
be sald to be progressive and up-to-
date. He has surrounded himself with
the latest Inventions in lnmps, stoves,
phonographs and bleyeles. He 1s also
to be seen driving out at times in an
Hoglish automoblle, while a sewing
machine has been Introduced into his
harem.

conn- |
Only half of these |

than oneca in dealing |

thllniilnh Khan I8 & very busy
monarch, and, while he loves sport, -
wenakness which endears him to the
British, he never permits his pl‘lvlﬁ

AN AFGHAN TYDR,

pleasures to interfere with publie busls
ness, a virtue which he might impress
upon his more elvilized friends, 3
tnkes a commendable pride in his
factory at Kabul, which dally pro
duces 20,000 cartridges, fifteen

and two guns., For nearly two year
little work has been done In the fae
tory for lack of material, but apad
from this enforced stoppage the fag
tory has bean In constant operation
siuce 1886.

It 18 the Amir's custom on Naw Rof
~the Mussulman’s new year—to e
amine all the guns, rifles and appum
tenances turned out of the workshops
durlng the year. The guns, ete., ar@
Inid out for inspection at Shahara, &
summer palace, which lles about &
mile from the city.

Likes Hawking and Cricket.

Among the sports held In high fa
vor by the Amir are hawking and
ericket. IIe usually has his falecons
with him when out shooting, to fiyl
at wounded birds; but on some day®

he will mount horse and go away tn(
the neighboring hills. He seems ine

sensible to fatigue on these oeccasions,
but his sulte usnally returns with him
in the evening, hanglng limply in the
saddle.

The Amir two years ngo divorced all
his wives buat four, and ordered thag
his subjects content themselves with
a llke number, One of these foupr
wives s of royal birth and lives in &
separate house. She 18 sald to be an
who wears English
dresses, althrmr.:h A woman who saw
them declares they are of styles fash-
fonable thirty years ago.

11 Lo vonian

The I'usml Union.

The first step toward the formation
of the postal union, which has had
such wide results, came from Gen
many in the shape of a proposal for an
international postal congress. This
met at Berne in 1873, when t(wentp-
two countries joined the unfon, includ-
ing the whole of Europe. A second
congress met in Parls In 1878, when
ten other countries came in, and the

official title, “International Postal
Unton,” was definitely fixedd. Itw
sphere was fuarther enhbirged at con-

gresses at Lisbon In 1885 and at Viens
na in 1801,

We hear a great deal about women
being fond of thelr chureh; yet In nine
cages out of ten, when a woman gets
married, she will give up her churely
If her man demands it.

THE AMIR ON HIS MOTO

; HOMR LBAYING THN ARAK PALACH.
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