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CHAPTER 1,

The litle villnge of Heckloy lies in
the quiet embrace of old Btow Woad,
yell koown to every Oxford man.  This
kood or forest sprend in the old 1 ne
crosa the muin broadth of the highl nd
L the norty of Hendington, | YT KT O the
Yalley of the Cherwoll and the bogs of

bii?‘illdlt‘ TR M § If. thouwgh one
proached by the Rowman road from Aj
thester, must for meny n century have
pursed its ruara! o wle, Iving In n ta
fle of narcow Innes Teading only 1o«
inother Rocokloy toak Lhat cheerfi
Hew of Y hich ennhled the fox to die
fuin th ndinbhments of the viotnee
bud prid tuell on its happy seclaxion
yud unt o] Mooty 30t as nil son
of Adnin ha pomething or othey
to Eny to 1he reet, thin little villnga ear
red on sotne perde with the oules
world, and i it throongh o carvier,
The name of this oxeellent man wns
UCripps: #ad the cnrler's mantle, or weol
by oont, had desvanded on this particu
lar Cripns from wany generutions.  And
pyver erince ronds wevo made, or raths
bines bezan teying to make themyelves
ene greot tradition had eonfirmed the
gynasty of Urippses,  This wos that the
pidest non should 1ake the earrying bus
peas: the socond son ahould  have the

baker's sl p in O«<ford over ngninst old
Balliol College; the third should have the

gnaer old swine form in the heart ol
Btow Porest]! the fourth should be the
buteher of Deckley, and the fifth it
shoempker. Aa for the girls, the earrim

boing Cie oend of the family, and holding
the houpe and the stable and enrt, was
bound 1o take the mnlds, one by one, to
and svo o under his tlt twice n week, till
the pubiie fell in love with them,

Zacclinry Cripps, the Boeckloy enrrier,
under the lows of thme, was crossing the
l‘idge of manbood towards the western
slde of forty, without providing the due
puccessor to the ancestenl driving board,
Publie opinlon was alrendy beginning to
exclaim ot him; and the man who kept
the chandler's shop, with a largesmall
ftamily to malntain, was threatening to
make the most of this, and set up his
own eldest son on the road; though “dot
and earry one” was all he knew abont
the business, Zacclinry was not a likely
man Lo be at all upset by this; but rather
ona of a tarrying order, as his name
niight indicate,

Traly intelligent families living round
about the elty of Oxford had, and even
to this day have, a haoit of naming
thelr male babies after the books of the
Bible. Bo that Zacchary should have
been “Genesis,” only his father had suof-
fered such pangs of mind at being eut
fown, by the ever-strengthening eurt-
pess of DBritish diction, Into “Jenny

Crippe,” that he lald ws thumb to the
New Testzment when his first man-child
was born to him, and finding a father in
like ease quite relieved of responsibility,
took it for n good sign, and applied his
name trivmphantiy.

But though the eldest born was thus
tranaferred into the New .estament, the
pocond son reverted to the proper dispen-

tion; nud the one who went into the
aker's shop was Exodus, as he ought
to be. T'he chilidren of the former Kxo-
fus were turned ont testamentarily, save
those who were needed to carry the
bread out, till their cousin's boys should
be big enough.

All of these doings were right enough,
and everybody approved of them. Levit
gus Cripps was the lord of the swine,
and Numbers bore the cleaver, while

b Deuteronomy stuck to his last, when the
publie house could spare him, There was
puly one more brother of the dominant

2 eraticn, whose name was “I"eutn-
k,” and he had been compendiously
- klcked abroad to seek his own fortune
= , right early.

1 But as for the danghters, for the mo-

. & ment it is enough to say that all except
one were now forth and settled, Bome
married farmors, some married trades-
men, one took a miler's eldest son, one
kad a gentleman more or less, but all
with expectations, Only the youngest
was still in the tilt, a very pretty girl
ealled Fisther.

All Nteckley declared that Bather's
Seart had been touched by a college lnd,
who cawme some five years since to lodge
with Zncchary for the long vaeation, and
was wnited on by this young girl, sup-

to be then uunripe for dreaming

of the tender sentiment. That a girl

e of only fifteen summers should allow her

thoughts to stray, contrary to all com-

mon sense, and her duty to her betters,

for no other reason than that a young

man ate and dronk with less noise than

the COrippses, and went on about the

moonlight and the stars, and the rubbishy

ings in the hedges—that a child like

t should know no better than to mix

with a gentleman said u;ltrh lhlu]inm-r

(+ ning—put it right or left it showed

? ::: somothing was amiss with her. How-

, the women would say no more until

r:u pulled ont of them. To mix or

dle with the Crippses was like put-
%one‘n fingers haio a steel trap.

hen another child was born to him

Mr, Exodus sent up the crumpet boy all

the way from Broad street in Oxford to

Beckley to beg and Implore Miss Esther

Oripps to come down. And the crumpet

oy, belng short of breath, became so

full of power that the ecarrier scarcely

knew what to do In the teeth of so ur-

a message. For he had made quite

s pet of his youngest sister, and the

twenty years of age betwixt them stop-

ped the gap of rivalry. It was getting

quite late in the afternocom when the

crumpet boy knocked at the carrier's

deor. It eertainly was an ualucky thing
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Tuewday, the 10th
I
s ros

day,

of December,
r Znechnry always had to make
an 8 Wednesdany and a Satur-
| if he wore to drive his poor old
Dobbin uto Oxford on a Tuesday even-
ing how could he get through his busi-
nosa to-morrow 7 For Dobbin ingisted on
1 day In stable whenever bhe hnd been to
Oxfard
Zacchary Cripps was a  thoughtful
man, ns well as a very kind-hearted one.
In the erown of his hat he nlways ear-
ried o monthly ealendar gummed on eard-
b L, and opposite almost every day he
lots, or round O's, or erosses, Ilach
f thesws to his very steady mind mennt
omcihing not to he neglected; and bhe-
pretty fair scholar, with the help of
wrne ho eonld make out nearly every
e he had to eall nt HBo now he look-
ed at the crumpet boy, to receive nnd
thearh his excitemsent, anid then he turn-

la

nii

ng

i

o 1o voung Bather, and let her speak
firwst s sho nlwoys liked to do,
YOh, plense to go back quite as fast

an you ean'” sald Fsther to the ernmpey,
“and sny that 1 shall there before
You; or, nt any ralte, ns8 8000 AN FOUl Are,
Aodd, Crompey, there onght to be some-
thing for you. Denr Zak, have you got

L)
\ e !

bree

WWiapen
“Not L" said the earrier, “and if 1
had it would do him a deal more harim
than good, Run away down the Lill, my
Ind, and you come to me at the Golden
Crows, perhinps ns soon as SBaturday, and
I'I look in my bag for a halfpenny. Run
awany, boy; run away, or the bogies will
after yon"
The baker's hoy felt that his luck was
neltow upon thig day of his existence, for
riter Cripps was vexed much at this
udden demand for his sister,
“nk, what mnde you send
nwny ' Esthdr asked, when she ecame
downstairs, with her bonnet and short
duck clonk on.  “Of ecourse, 1 am very
foolish, but he would have been some
little company."”

the hoy

1 never thought of ijt!
I am doiled, a' do believe sometimes,
Tramp with you to the Bur mysell, 1
will, Barve me right for a doin’ of it."
“Indeed, then, you won't,” she answer-
ed firmly. *“I'here's a hard day's work
for yon, Zak, to-morrow, with all the
Christmas parcels, and your touch of
rhenmnaties so bad last week."

“Why, bless the cheeld, I be as hearty
an ever!”

“Of course you are, Zak; of course you
nre, and think nought of a sack of po-
tntoes, But if you declare to come with
me one step, backward s the only step
I tnke.”

“Well, well,” said the earrier, glad on
the whole to escape a long walk and keep
conscience clear; “when you sny a thing,
Etty, what good is it? Round these here
parts nope would harm ‘e.  And none of
they furriners be about just now."
“Good night, Zok, good night, near,”
cried Hsther to shorten departure, for
Cripps wns n man of a slow turn ol
wind, and might go on for an hour or
two: *“1 shall sleep there to-night, of
course, and meet you at the Golden Cross
to-morrow, When had I best be there?”
“Well, you know better than I do. It
mizht be one o'clock, or it might be two,
or it might be half past three a'most. Al
you have to do is this—to leave word at
the bor, with Sally Brown,"

“1 shall do nothing of the sort.,”” she
answered: "1 don't like cars, and T don't
like Miss DBrown, 1 shall look in the
sard for the cart, hrother.”

“You'll do pretty much a=x yon like
That mueh a' may be sure of." But be
fore he could finish his exposition of his
sister's character, she was out of sight
and he dropped his grumble, and doubt
od his mind about letting her go,

As Esther turned the corner from the
Beckley lane into the rond, the broad
coach road to Oxford, slie met a0 wind
that knew its mind coming over the crest
of Bhotover, a stern east wind that whis-
tled sadly over_ the brown and barren
fields, and bYitterly piped in the roadway.
"o the chill of this blast the sere onk
leaves shivered in the dusk, and eattled;
the gray ash saplings bent their naked
length to get away [rom it; and the surly
stubs of the hedge went to and fro to
one another. The slimy dips of the path
began to rib themselves, like the frouds
of fern, and to shrink inte wrinkles and
sinewy knobs: while the broader puddles,
though skirred by the breeze, found the
vetwork of ice velling over them. This,
#s it erusted, began to be capable of a
consigtent quivering, with a frail Infini-
tude of spikelets, crossing, and yet car-
rying into one another.

Esther Cripps took little heed of thean
things, or of any other in the matter of
weather, except to say to herself now
nnd then how bitter cold the wind was,
and that she feared It would turn to
snow, and how she longed to be sitting
with a cup of “Aunt Exie's" eandle in
the suug room next to the bakehouse, ar
how glad she would be to get only as fay
nx the first house of St. Clement’s, to see
the lamps and the lights In the shops, and
be quit of this dreary loneliness. For
now it must be three market days since
fenrful rumors began to stir in several
neighboring villages, which made evey
strong men discontent with solitnde to-
wards nightfall; and as for the women
—just now poor Esther would rather not
think of what they declared. It was all
very well to pretend to doubt it, while

“There, now,

mangle: but as for laughing, out here in
the dark, and a mile away from the neap-
est house! Xow that white owl fright-
ened hor!

that the day of the week should be Tuee-

hanging the clothes out, or turning the

Being a sensible and brave girl, she
ferced her mind as well as she could into
asether chaonel, and Bfted the cover of
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things for “Aunt Dxle,” and then she set

ont of breath, and trembling at the sound
of her own light feet. For though all
the Crippses were known to be of a firm
and resolute fiber, who conld expect n
voung mnid Hke this to tramp on like a
Roman sentinel?

And s hieky thing for her it was that
trled nothing of the sort: bnt glided
nlong with her henrt in her monuth, and
her whort skirt tucked up round her
L.ucky also for her that the ground was
in that early utage of freezing, or of dry
ing to forestall frost, in which it dead-
ened sonnd as muech ns the later stage
enlivens it. Otherwise it s  doubtful
whether she would have seen the Christ-
mas-droaging of the shops In Oxford,

For a little further on, she came,
without s mneh a8 a cow in the road or
n sheep in the field for company, to a
darlk, narrow plnce, where the way hung

"Ihl"

| wiit restst
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Chintse women never think
ing the halrplios
when they go to b d,

10 bathe at
they are

aover the verge of n wtony hollow, an
ancient pit which had once been worked |
ns part of the quarries of Headington,

haunted and ill-omened place; and even
the carrler himsolf, strong and resolute
ak he wnsa, felt no ghnme in whispering
when he passed by in the moonlight. And
the nigne of the place waa the “(Hipey's
Grive.,” Therefore, Esther Cripps
approagched i, she wns half inclined to
wait nnd hide herself gap
nntil & eart or wagon ghould come dawn
the hill behind Ler, or an honest dniry-
man whistling softly to reassure  his
shadow, or even a woman braver
than herstelf.

it neither any eart eameé near, nor
any other kind of eompany, only the vio-
lenee of the wind, 8o that the girl made
up her mind to put the best foot fore-
most, and run through her terrors at atich
a pace that none of them could lay hold
of her.

Through yards of darkness she skim-
med the ground without looking forward,
ar over her shoulders, or anywhere, when
she conld help it. And now she wns
ready to lnugh at herself and her stupid
fonrs, as sue enught through the trees
a glimpse of the lights of Uxford, down
in the low land, scarcely more than a
wile and a half away from her. In tha
joy of relief she was ready to jump and |
pant without fear of the echoes, when |
suddenly something canght her ears.
This was not a thing at first to be at
all alrald of: but only just enocugh to
aronse a liftle eurlosity. It seemed to
b |'|--.‘|\i'1|:: more or less than the :-!l':l")’
stroke of a pickax. The gound ecame |
from the further corner of the deserted |
qunrry, where n crest of soft and shingly
rock overhung a brinry thicket, Any per-
son working there would be quite out of
sight from the road, by reason of the
bend of the hollow,

The blow of the tool came dull and
heavy on the dark and frosty wind; and
Esther almost made up her mind to run
on, and take no heed of it. And so she
would have done, no doubt, if she had
not been a Cripps girl, But in this fam-
ily firm and settled opinions had been
handed down, concerning the rights of
property, the rights that overcome all
wrongs, and outlive death. The brother
Leviticus of Stow Wood had sown a
piece of waste at the corner of the
¢levice, with winter carrots for his herd |
of awine. The land being none of his
thus far, his right so to treat it was |
not established, and therefore likely to
he attacked by any rapacious encroacher. |
Bsther felt all these things kecnly, and
resolved to find out what was going on.
To this intent she gathered in the
skirt of her frock and the fulling of her
cloak, and fending the twigs from her
cres anil bonnet, quietly slipped thrgugh
a gnp in the hedge. The heavy sound
of the pickax ceased, as she came near
ond nenrer, and the mattering of rough
voices made her shrink into 8 nook nnd
listen. |
“Tell I did see zummat moving,'
snid n man whom she could dimily mnke
out on the bheetling ridge above her, by
the light of the elearing eastorn sliyv: *a
zummnt moving down yonner, 1 tell ‘o

“Noa patience, [ hain't no patience with
o answered a taller man coming for-
ward, and speaking with a  gurtuesl
twang, “Skeary Jem is your nome and
fatures,  Gio me the pick if thee beest
avenred. Is this job to be finished to- |
night, or not?"

In & short or a long time, ns she still
lay hid and dared not show ler fuce
above the gorse tult, a sound of sliling
and falling shale heavily shook lLer ref-
tige. Bhe drew herself closer nnd clasped
her handa before her eyes, and cowered,
expecting to be killed at least. And then
she !n‘t"||m| forth, to know what it was |
nbout, Ehe never had harmed any mop-
tnl boly; why should she be frightencd
g0t

In the eateh of the breath whicli comes
when sindden courage makes gulp at un- !
cerinioty, she lifted herself by o stiff old
root. to know the very worst of it. Better
alimost to be killed and be done with |
than bear the heart pang of this tepri
hle fear,
struck lher so aback with m:w;-,r..mul|
that every timid sense was mute,

Whether the sky had begun to shed al
hovering light, or the girl's own eyes |
spread and bred a power of vislon from
their nervous dilatlon—at any rate. she

ns

in n bugh of

1o

‘o
e, i

saw in the darkness what she had not |
geen till now. It was the body of a
young woman lying, only with wwhite
things round it, in the black corner, |

with gravel and earth and pleces of rock |
rolling down on it. There was nothing |
to frighten a sensible person now that
the worst was known perhaps. Tvery-
body must be buried at some time, Why
ahould she be frightened so?

However, Bsther Cripps fell faint, and
lay in that state long enongh for tons
of burving rock to fall, and secvet bury-
«rs to depart,

(To be continued.)

Most Lakely,
“1t {8 sald,” remarked the man with
the quotation hablt, “that a King can
do no wrong."

| to rhuln himselt
gland uniess he haz got genlus,

oy the
vice yu
It just a lhittle,
dont- thionk that ennyone haz
the amount ov hap-
piness or misery he anticlpated.

bricks are lald In zero
woeather by beating the sand for the

And there she saw a thing that |

are puritfied In steam ovens.

I notice that a great many bache-
This had long been of bad repute o8 A log are advertfsing for wives in

some of the eastern papers,
Yes., 1 suppose there has

heéen u time when 8o mary bachelors
themselves, —

could almost support
Cleveland Plaln Dealer.

Mere tallent, to a Ilterary

Isn't worth more than baff az mote

wz lvely impudense; no man
1o a4 pen

Yu kan learu virtew out
Kntekism, but to understand
tav to mix in wlh

I
gever re:lized
In Sweden

maorlar.
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the work of a saw hos
off for a bold little run. until she was | heean patented by a Pulladelphia in-

vut of thelr bal

Compulsory cleanliness prevails In
‘he punlic schorls of Copenhag:n
Three times a week the pupils have
the schools, und while
disporting themselves
the swimming baths thelr clothes
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TEN POUNDS:
Doan's Kidney Pills Bronght Stren
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_ ituo and Health to the Sufferer, Makin
SRR .n' BeS HDumbet bt lopgita Him Feel Twenty-five Years Youn
inal holes near the surface, whiel 1. B. Corto
are fllvd with glass. Tnis Is ver farmer and In
gevere on the sow, and 1s likely to berman, of De
disenorage the sawyer, pe, N. C. ’"‘{'
IThe twp ritations of pig tin las Lnr:“""“'i':';: -
r:-'.::um re 68 000 000 pounds, agalpst z ,l baok, It was
iy 000 1n 1890, |

o\, bad that I coul

'

of tad ] "-ﬁ-f_\- not walk any dl
WS tance nor evem
%] vide in an ea
/ pugey. 1 do n
believe 1 coul
have ralsed tem

J.
from the ground, the paln wns S0 B&s

B, CORTON,

¢

pounds of welgh

vere, This was my condition when R
began using Doan's Kidney Pills. 'l'heﬂ
quickly relleved me, and now I am
never troubled as I was. MY back l‘
strong and [ can walk or ride a lon
distance and feel just as strong as
did twenty-five years ago. [ think
much of Doan's Kidney Pills that
bave given a supply of the remedy t
gome of my nelghbors, and they bhav
also found good results. If you ca
gift anything from this rambling not
that will be of any service to you, 1
man , to any one suffering from kidney trous
ble vou are at liherty to do go."

A TRIAL FREB-—Address Fostem
Milburn Co.. Buffalo, N. Y. For sale
by all dealers. Price GO cts.
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Urcle Josh—You've beard of them
agricultural ¢ lleges, haven't you?

Uncle Silas—Yes, but what do thep
amwount to® I read where (ne of
them gradoated lot of fellers the
otber day and pot one of them if
willin'te take up farmin' as an ood
cupation,

Uncle Jogh—Well, that kind

looks as if they'd learned a good d
ybout it—Snureess,

‘\_lmmler to ulml-.:- into your lhue-u.. It Mrs. Whinlow SOOTHING YRUP for -hu-:
E-:u” t"hu é‘wr-t.. ltlutn-s (‘(.ilnlrnn. U{uunnll. dren  ething, softens the gums.reduces Infla
Swollen, BSore, (1] Allous, Acliug, i ' h CCTres O v Prie

b‘l\l...-mmi\ Imit and lTugrowling Nails, st Bt ol s el e i mm‘:
Allen's I™wot-Ense makes new or tight The 2

shoes easy, Sold by all druggists and | . L D¢ Sutplus of the Western Uniog
thoe stores, 2%¢. Sample malla:} FRER |Telegraph Company bas risen, af

Address Allen 8. Olmsted. Le Ray. N. Y.

At the burial

followed the cortege.

The density or relative populatien
of Uuha 's pearly the same as that of

the Unlted States.

“T had Inflammnatory RBeumatinm; but Tam well
now, thanks to Dr David Kennedy's Favorite Remedy.
It's my bert friend.! Garrett Lansing Troy; N.Y.  Year oo

Sweden sent three-quarters of foor
millon gross boxes of matehes im- |

ported Iinto this country last

Salzer’'s Home i:lllu- Corn,

So named because 50 acres p
heavily, that its proceeds bui
home. Bee Salzer’s catal
Ind, 157 bu., Ouio 160 bu.
and in Mich. 220 bu. per acre,
beat this record in 1800.

of a South London
man bis slx dogs, draped lo black,

roduced so
it a lovely Oect. 4, 1901,
og. Yielded in |
,qTenn. 108 bu,, |

You can

shown by the reports just Issued, tq
#13, 619 000.

Found Gold in Nebraska,

Investors in Nebrask+ Real Estate will find
this irue. Now ix the time to get Iln on the
ground foor. We have some choloe investments,
Write us for further information.

Schumacher ¢ James, Nrlaans. Neb
-~ —

Great Britlan spends $112,500,000 ¢
the support of the poo

This does not Include private char
ties

V4TI 1 have used Piso’s Oure for OConsump
! slon with good results. It is all right.<
ohn W. Henry, Box 642, Fostoria, Ohle

The peat uagn uf Ireland couid giw
an annual output cf 100,000 electri

Q00O

horse-power for the next 1,250 years

70 CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY
Mfaks azssve Bromoe Quinine Tableta Al

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THESE YIELDS?

120 bu. Beardless Barley per acre.
310 bu. Salzer's New National Oats

80 b, Sulzer Epeltz and Macaroni Wheat.
1,000 bu. edigres Potutoes per acre.
illion Dollar Grass Hay.

: |
i

14 tons of r ch |
60,000 [bs, Vietoria Ilupe for sheep~
160
r

—rich, juicy todder, per A.

Now such yields you can bhave in 1005, |

if you will plant my seeds.

JUST SEND TIIIS NoTrom AND 100
in stnmns to John A. SBalzer Seed Co., La
and receive their great catas
and lots of lurmseed samples. [C. N. U] | #11 the gisls who woar ‘iga) fheg X

ros=e, Wis.,
log
T NN 17 S ki

¥

Y

s

per A.
000 Ibe, Teosinte, the fodder wonder,
00 1bz. Balzer's Superior Fodder Corn

iruggists refund the mooey if I+ falls w0 ourg
“ W Urove's siemature 8 on esch bow. 35g
Warfare between the sexes exlst
In Kncxville, Tenn, A gambtiip
house there was recently raided a
a number of well-known young met
were arresied. The girls of the eitf
‘demaond that the police make publly
tue rames of the men, threatening
to cut the offend rs' acquaintance
Ihe wen have asked the halidressen
ol the town to publish the nam+s o

rer A,
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There are Many Imitations of |

I Baker’'s Cocoa

and

Baker’s

Chocolate

Don’t be misled by them!

other

Our trade-mark is on every
ackage of genuine goods.
Under the decisions of several
United States

Courts, no
chocolate or cocoa than

Walter Baker & Co.’s is en-
fasLel titled to be sold as «Baker's
LektertinTadeMsk CoOco0a” or “Baker’s Chocolate”

' Our handsomely illustrated recipe book }
sent free, |

i Walter Baker & Co. Ltd.

: Established 1760 Dorchester, Massachusetts - 4

¥ 45 Highest Awards in Europe and America 4

LN

“That saying,” replied the wise guy,
“probably originated with a man who
held four nces.'-—Beugor News




