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OPINIONS OF GREAT PAPERS ON IMPORTANT SUBJECTS

A P P

THE AUMAN FACTOR.

T 1s & very good sign that the rallroad officers and man.

agers themselves are much exercised over the luterstate

Commerce Commlsslon's appalling showing of rallroad

accidents for the past fiscal year. It is a still further
8o0d sign that, In discusaing the matter, the rallroad men
Are very generally admitting that the fault is the rallroads’,
and not that of the public itself, or of Divine Providence,
or the inferual powers.

Lucius Tuttle, president of the Boston and Maine Raill-
moad, mukes the mileage system, which puts undue pressure
upon the men, primarily responsible. And in an Interview
with au Rvening Mall reporter W. C. Brown, third vice
president of the New York Central, sald yesterday that in
tlmost cvery case (ncluded In the report of the Interstate
Commission the accldent was the result of carclessness or
forgetfulness on the part of one or more employes.

Mr Brown apparently thinks that mechanical safety ap-
pliances have gone mlmost as far as they can go. Elec-
trically locked switches may reunder the operation of fast
passenger trains sufer; but the rest depends on the em-
Ployes, He wants the extremest care exercised to get
*ouly men of natural futelligence and fairly educated” for
this responsible aud most exucting sorvice,

Railroad men should certainly be Intelligent and fafrly
educated. But the most Intelligent mau cannot be alto
gether depended on if he understands that speed Is the
flrat veculrement and safety only s secondary one, or if
his faculties are so strained Ly long hours or by Intense
prescure that his lmpressions become confused and his per-

eeptions dulled,
Ralls soqnetimes spread and wreck traing under an un-
nennl = i, The human beain s liable to a similar col

lapse noder similar conditions, 1t 18 to be noted that, ae-
eording 1o the Interstate Cominission's acclident bulletin,
the gruvest disasters reported in the last year were the
results o Liunders of “experiencad men"——New York Mail

Peery’s Latest Plaa,
OMMODORE PPEARRY, In his speech at New York,
before the International Geographical Congress, out
lined the one most rational attuck upon the pole ye!
. proposed.

Now that the parrow cirele still sealed about the North
Pole has been approached from all quarters it has grow
elear thint the final acliievement of reaching the North ole
will tor: upon one of three methods; a vessel stroug enough
to stand drift, a vessel poweriul enough to breast the lce
and o dash with sledges across the puck, Commodore Peary
proposcs to unite all three. His new vessel, about the siz
of the Kaglish Antarctic Discovery, will ba buflt upon th
loes and bave all the strength of Nansen's eraft, which sur
vived the long pressure of woving ice through the Arctie
night,

fnstend of belng, llke that vessel, the mere sport of the
eleinents, it will be strong enough to push {ts way through
moving ice. For this purpose it will be provided with thi
heuviest engines which have eéver been sent north of the
Arctie cirele.  Its screw will be calcnlated for pressur
rather than for speed. Its structure will be made, not fo:
mere ramming, but for that steady, continuous pushing,
which, applled to the largoest lee floe welghing milllons of
tous, will gradually move it, as the experience of whalers fn
warping during the Melville puck demonstrated years ago.
The fosidon in which one of these vessels, by the steady
pressure of windiass, would gradually thread Its way
through nn ice floe square miles in extent, which gradually
ylelded to steady, coutinuouns pressure applied along 1t
leads, ¢un scarcely be believed. Lastly, having these two
reqguisites of a vessel both strong and powerful, Commodore
Peary pronoses nt the last stage of his campuign to use the
fee slol v and a da=h ncross the pack from a base as far
porih ne ean be secured.

A norvthern base, Eskimo helpers aad o mingling of all
the varvious tools which other vxplorers have vuiployed are
three factora by which Cowmodore "eary proposcs to re-
solve that geograplical surd, the North Pole. The open
door tovurd the greatest porthing for Lis base is Swmith

nand enemies.
happiness,

A CILE BEAR HUNL

R e B R T with u="

Wood Crees of the Far Norih

gry

The
huve n great respect for thelr “iitl:

brother,” makwa, the bear, and the
braves urrny themsclves for a Lear
hunt b thoelr fineat dress of ceremony,

In "“Uhe Sllent Places,” Biewart kd- | water. he had das¥ed
walo Whilte deseribes an attnck on a
bewr Ly o party of lodlans, as wit-
uesstd Ly lwo wiodsinen,

Diek snd Sam percelved o sudden | fense, but was
excitement o the leading cuuoes

Huulkenh  stopped, then eautiously

backe! waidl well behind the sereen of | and shiot,
the polul. muddied water.
“IU's u bear,” sald Sam, guletly.

*They' v gone to get thelr war palnt
on."”

In o short time the Indlan canoes ro

dripping.

# Klndness, Here are hnoger and col |

In the Afterland Is oniy
Bo If we shoot you, 0
icakwa, our little bro.her, bé not an

With the shock of a dozen little bul-
lets the bear went down, but was Im-
medintely afoot agaln,
wounded and thoroughly enraged. B2
fore the astonished Indians could ba“k

lows and planted hLis paws on
Low of old Haukemnh's canoe.
Haukemah stood valiantly to the de
promp!ly
pouncé@l upon by the enraged animal
ek Herron rose suddenly to his foer
The bear collapsed Into tha

Haukemah and his steersman rose
The Indians gathered to ax-
amine in respectful admiration. Dick's
bullet had passed from ear to ear.

o

Sound and the waterway which runs west of Greenland.
'ie winter through, and much more in summer, this chan-
uel is full of moving ice, through which a vessel such as
Commodore Peary uow proposes can be forced to a point
north of Greenland, probably a very considerable distance
if the season chances to be open over the water which
separates the most northern part of Greenland from the
pole.—FPhiludelphla 'ress.

Encrmous Loss by Fire.

VERY now and then writers on economic subjects

direct altention to the terrible losses caused by fire,

One of the most vigorous summaries of this vust

modern waste 18 offered by the Wisconsin State In-
surance Department, which remarks that the waste by
fire in the United States during the twenty-flve years ended
Dee, 81 last has averaged 3130,000,000 a year. 1f condi
tious remuln normal during the fraction of 1004 yet re-
maining—that 18 to say, if no other servlous conflagration
occurs—the fire blll for this year cannot be less than $300,-
000,000, a tax rate equal to 3-100 of the national wealth
When it Is remembered that this immense sum Is absolute
ly wiped out of existence, eternally removed from the use
of mankind, the seriousness of the problem which con-
frouts vs may be appreciated.

Insurance Engineering has been consliering the same
subject, and It attributes the waste Juargely to the over
prevalence of wooden bulldings, It Is sald that In Chleago
more than balf of the bulldings are of frawe construction,
'm Newark, a town with a population of a quarter of a
wlilion, two-thirds of the bulldings are frame, Even In

the frome Dbulldings are more than two-thivds of
the whole, In San Franelsco more than nlpne-tenths are
frame.  Insurance Iugluvering gives n llst of aliout sev-
0 towns in which frawme construction predominates so
greatly that, to use its words, they bave a "kindling wood
The same remurk the New York Sun thinks
might be muwde of about all the 458 towns enumerated in
the census bureau's computation of the urban population,

The next era in our material progress should be known
s the fre-proof age.—Pittsburg Press,

Boston
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Ite Cost of War.
USSIA, as well as Japuan, Is beginning to count the
cost of a long war, Count Ckutia, as we have seen,
reckons Jupaun's milltary expenses at ball a billion
Qullars a year, The Hoancial agent attached to the
tusslan embassy at Washington estimates the war expendl
ture of Ipssia up to the eud of the year at nearly the snme
Am—050,000,000 rubles being equivalent to a little over

S700,000,000. It is not likely that either estimate Is too
high. Think what a bLilliou dollars might have done for the

seaceful development of Manchuria, And these figurea do
not Ineclude the loss to the country that is fought over.

Itussia, of course, has vastly greater resources than
Japan. While the remoteness of the war Is a military dis-
advantage, it leaves the country itself practically undis-
turbed, and the drafts for military service make little [in-

regsion upon the enorimous populution of the ewmpire,
Jupan, on the contrary, must be sending an appreclable pro-
novtion of Ler productive bands luto the war, and the bur-
len of their support falls on a relatively limited territory.

ILussin bas a particular advautage at this time also In
the great horde of gold thut has been aceumulated in the
ountry as the basis of an excellent currency system, which
hns thus far sullered no disturbance, Japan has likewise
managed ber currency issues successfully as yet, but they
ire on a small seale, and when the publie outluy rises in
the hundreds of millions it 1s questionable If the system s
adeqnate to stand the stralu,

In the shock of buttle, victory s likely to rest with the
strongest battalions. In the wear and tear of a loug war,
the advantage is with the largest excheguer. Japan's best
hope is In an early nud decisive suceess. Russin's relinnce
i still in her unlimited powers of endurance. But the
wanton waste of a billion dollars a year is the least part of
the awful cost of war.—I1"hiludelphia Ledger.

vallway. The carrlage road 1s Freuch,
too; and a very good road is it. Sowm
men were repaiviug it with a most i
genious roller, It was a great round
stone, drawn by two oxen, and baviug
its axle prolonged by a twenty-foor
pole, at the end of which n Dbare-
legged Arab was fustencd to balance
the whole affair, If the stone had top-
pled over the plcture of the Arab
dangling at the top of the sl>nder tlng.
ainlf wonld have heopg worth watch-
Ing.

All along the ride we were remindal
of the past, It 18 a fertile xo’l, Lut
the very wheat flelds are difieren
from ours. Only a few yards in width,
they anre often of tremendous length,
I hesitate to commit myself to Agures;
but it is certain that the thin, green
flelds would streteh away in the 1is-
tance untll lost over rome liitle eleva-
tion. At one plnce the road was cut

He was badly

the shal-
th

into

upset and

appenred. The Indians had inter:ept
ed thelr women, unpacked thelr bag-

-

guge, atd arrnyed themselves in buck-

CARAVAN ROAD 5,000 YEARS,

Heenen Along One of the Most Anclent

through a Llll honeycombed with rock
tombs, which the haj suld were Joew-
Ish. Every now and then we passml

sliin, cluborately  embroldered with Highways in the World, n tell, or great hemlspherical mound,
beuds o ud silles in the fower pattern The road from Howms to Hama runs [ bullt up of the rublish of a dozen
Ornaments of brass and silver, sacre | almost due north, a straight white rinined towns: for even as late as
skins the beaver, hroad dushes of | ine cutting across the green fields, 1t | Roman times this was a well cultl-
ocher wad vermilion on the naked skin, | js one of the oldest routes in the | Vated and populous conntry, There 1«
twisted streamers of colorcd weol ali | world, Caravans have been i_m.-:-nu:: now no lumber avallable for bulldin:
added to the barbarie gorgeousness. along It for at least five thousawl | PUrposes, and In a number of villnges

Phontom-like, without apparently years, just as we saw them—lony the houses nre nll bullt with eonleal
the slightest dirvecting motlon, the | gtrings of slow-moving cawels, with | roofs of stone. Where the rock hap
bows of the canoes swung llke winl- | their bright-colored Lags of wheat. pens to be of a reddish tinge (he
vanes to point toward a little heup One could almost imagine that |houses remind one of nothing so much

of drifl logs under the shadow of an
elder bush, The bear was wallowlaz
in the conl wet sand.

Now old Haukemuah rose to his
helght in the bow of hls canoe, an:d
began to speak rapldly in a low volee,
In the soft Cres tongue,

“O makwa, our little brother,” he
suid, “we come to you not in anger,
por in disrespect. We come to do you

against the seven

ing.

Pharaoh was again calling down
corn of Hamnth to il his garments

BBut even here the old things are puss
Just beyond the long
caumels was a longer line

women, thelr dlrty blue robes kilte:d
ubove their knees, carrying upon their
shoulders baskets of earth and stone
for the roadbed of the mnew Freach

na n colleet'on of Indlan wig
where the stone i1s white, ns at ‘I'ell
el-Liisel, It glitters and sparkles lke
n falry elty ent ont of loaf sugur.
Scribner's Mngnzine,

Wans

the

yemrs of famine
llne of

of fellah

And Yet It Ia Never Advertise !,

Wiggles—\What Is jyour [fuvorite
breakfast food?

Waggles—Ilom and eggs.—Somer-
lvmo Journal,
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Biugen on the Rhine.
A soldier of the Legion lay dying in Al-

goring

There was lack of woman's nursing,
there woas dearth of womnn's
toars;

But a comrade stood beside him, while
his life-blood ebbed away,

And beut with pitying glance to henr
what he might say.

The dying soldier faltered as he took that
comrade's baund,

And he said: 1 never mors shall see iy
own, my native land,

Take a message and a token to some Jdis-
tant frionds of mine;

For 1 was born at Bingen—at Bingen ou
the Rhine!

“Tell my brothers aud compunlons, when
they meet and crowd around

Ta hear my mournful story, in the pleas
ant vineyard ground,

That we fought the Lutile bravely; snd
when the doy was done

[Full many a corpse lay ghastly pule be-
neath the setling sun,

And 'midst the dead und dyfng were
some grown old in war,
The death-wounds on  their  gallant

breasts the last of many senrs;

But some were young, aond suddenly be
held life's morn decline:

And one hnd come from Bingen—fair
Bingen on the Rhine!

“Tell my wother that her other sons

shaull comfort her old age,

[For I was still a truant bird that thought
his home a cage;

For my futhier was o soldier, and evoen ua
a child

My heart leaped forth to hear bim tell
of struggles tierce nnd wild;

And when he died, and left s to divide
his seanty hoard,

[ let them take whate'er they would
but Kept my fnthier's sword;

And with boyigh love 1 hung it who
the bright light used te shiue
On the cottage wall at DBingen-—valu

Bingen on the 1lhine!

“Tell my sister not to woeep for we, ool
s0b with drooping hend,

When the troops come marching honu
agoin with glad nod grilont trend

But to look tpon them preon 0
calin and stendtast ex

For her brother was o

not afraid to dis;

And If a comrade sevk her love
her in my nawme

To listen to him frank!y, without regret
or shume,

And to hang the old sword in its pluce,
my father's sword and mine,

For the honor of old Bingen—dear Blo-
gen on the Ithiue!

*“There's aunother, vot a the
happy days gone by

You'd have known her by the merriment
that sparkled in lier eye;

Too Innocent for coquetry, too foud for
idle scorning;

O friend, I fear the lightest heart mokes
sometimes Leaviest morning.

Tell her the lust night of wy life (for ere
this woon be risen

My body will be out of pnin, my soul be
out of prison),

I drenmed | stood with her, and saw the
yellow munlight shine

On the vine-clad hills of Bingen—fair
Bingen on the Rhine!

sister; in

“l saw the blue Rhine sweep along; 1
heerd, or secwed to hear,

The German songs we used to sing, In
chorns sweet and cleaw;

And down the pleasant river, and up the
slanting hill,

The echoing chorus svunded through the
evening eali and still;

And Ler glad blue eyes wers on me as
we passed, with friendly talk,

Down many a path beloved of yore, and
well-remembered walk,

And ber little hand lay lightly, eonfid-
ingly In mine;

But we'll meet no more at Bingen—loved
Bingen on the Rhine!"

His volce grew fnint and hoarne-—llll;
grazp wes ¢hildish weak;

His eyes put on a dylng look—he sighed,
and ceased to speal;

His comrade bent to lft him, but the
spurk of kle hud fed;

The soldier of the Iegion in a foreign
land was dead!

And the soft moon rose up slowly, and
calmly ghe looked down

On the red sund of the battlefield, with
bloody corpses strewn.

Yes, calmly on that dreadful scene her
pale light seemed to shine,

As it ghoue on distnnt Bingen—{fuir Bin-
gen on the ILhine!

—Claroline . Norton,

CYLLONE -C-é_l.-l._AR.

DiNerence Netween the Habits
Hare and a Rabbit,

DIGS

of a

The difference between a hare aud o

rabbit ls, the forwcr lives on the sur-
face of the ground, while the lattier
digs a eyclone cellar and uses It as a
reception room, writes Thomas A,
Herndon In the Washington I'ost.

There are about
bits and
countries excepl
l]“.‘bl‘.‘iﬁl'd sulue imens, evel
Australin cannot now thnt
she s without representatives of a spe-
cies that muke thewselves n power i
the earth,

The polar buare, the Esklmo of its
species, dwells nmld the snow and ice
of that desolate region, and nature has
s0 arrauged that the color of his clothes

ob) species of rab-
the world, and all
Australia orlginally
bhut
caomplain

hares o

spec

harmonizes with his surroundings!
South Amerien |& poorent In haviog but
one gpecies,

Lepus eallotis is the nome which sels
ence gives o a specles of this wonders
ful anbmal, that when danger thronfens
Kuows =0 well wihnt to do with its foot,

but In common versacolur, and for
business purposes, e & kuown os the
Joekass vabibit, or Jack rabbit. e do
rives L euphionious name fram oug

gront Ameriean mocking bivd, the neks
uss, from the supposed resemblapce of
thelr long ears, and the jack rabbit ns
fnr excols all of his species in speed
ne  his slrenuons
EON,

Juck rabbits are the Iargest of all
the hares, belug 20 Inches In length,
while the ordinary rabbit, or cotton-
tail, Is 17 inches. The hind legs and
ears are long, color above yellowlsh-
gray, sideg and back of neck lightey,
below white, tall somuetimes binck, bat
In the north entirely white, Like all
hares, they do not burrow, but build a
nest on the top of the ground,.

In northern climates the yabbit turns
pure white In winler, while farther
gouth the change Is partial, or does not
occur at sll.  Their bhome lg in the
boundless west, from Tesas to Min-
nesota aud westward to  Callfornla.
The two big front teeth of the upper
Jaw are the =lgn of the rodent, but
behind these are two little teeth, which
do not reach far enongh down to ald
in the gnawing, and scienlists have
agread Lhat these little teeth are lo
the rabblt what the pppendix 1s to 8
man-—a perfectly useivss plece of fur-
viture, a grandfatbher's clock, so ta
speak, once nseful to hig ancestors, bul
vow outlawed by more recent discovs
erles and inventions. Bul these lttle
teeth prove that the rabbit’'s ancestors
Lind Tour Instead of two large teeth, ap
at present,

On account of the pecullar anatomb
cal structure and arrapgement of the
bones of the forelegs, a rabblt cannod

vimespke does In

orn them inwardly and use them as
ddes vs owirn the squirrel and other
Ot when feeding: bzt the forelegs
it to b osed In ranning

! b curio s staoiping i which rab-
§ bits dudialge when angry or excited.
y Javk rabiblta are not believers in or ex-
}u"nr'? % of mee sulclde, and at the
| ¢lese of each senzon they cin poing
fwhin pride to the incvease In the mime-
o Unlike kittens, the

R &h come lvio iz siuful
Wuril 1 nel™ eyns \Iuld O], :'Illd

A v ool they v avtive and
woll uhl ke eare of themselves
s o : thel o safely. At
the o onth or tvo they are

weaned aud 1o soon rendy L oset up
housekeeping for themselves,

In a naturpl state thelr Incrense is
held in cherk by the scarcity of food,
but when the farmer produces cnough
[ood suited to thelr taste they feel it 1s
thelr moral duty to produce enough
young rabbits to eat It, The engle and
hawk freguently kill Jack rabblls, es-
peclally the young, but thelr mosl de-
glruelive foes, next to the grent ussiss-
the wolves and foxes
i# sndd to Le aw expt on
the sub oot of rabbit huanting, and he
conkiders it an unlucky day wlen he
does not enrry in hds Inside pocket the
lefl hivd foot of a rabbit. During the
puturmn and winter jack rabblts are
hunted and Killed o great numbers,
e wost popular method s shuoting
thein from wagous or buckboards, with
tiie waglstonce of dogs, who start the
Jacks from thelr cover,

vne man will sometimes kill dozens
ol the rabbits i a day, DBut the ;oveats
number, however, are killid (o
drives. An area of several miles in
extent I8 beaten over by men on horse
back and on foot, who ¢lose In as they
advanpcee, driving the game before them
into some kKipnd of an inclosure or cor
ral, fromn which there 18 no escape
The number of rabbits taken In this
manner rous from a few hundred te
several thousuud,

The most sportsmanlike way of bant

in, mun, are

The coyol

(L5}

Ing the jack rabbit is by coursing with
ereyhounds, after the wanneér In an
{ clent hunts in Europe, and the sposd
of the rabbit does not allow any joaf
ing on the part of the groyhound, and
it the rubbit 18 not off his tralning ha
will give the greyhound his moaecy's
worth lo the preliminary spln.

If the juck rabblt has a falr start ln

the raco hie can outdistance the grey
| honnd and does pot turn or double un
loss elosely ]Jl‘l‘.H:it‘i_], but then he tnkep
gdvantnze of every trick or turn which
e Lus ped In the school of experd
pues, [ « greyhound that beats him
falrly must not be o “tenderfoot,” but
1o the 1 Her bhorn,
Wide an Impression,
rat Lee—I1 don't belleve that spiall

hoy will Lother us any more.

| +
|
|

secnnd Bee—Do you think he under
| stands  that bis presence i3 not
wanted?
' irat Bee—=\Well, I gnve him a
drowr pointer to that effect.—Detrolt
| 'ree Fraess,

" lusinuating.
[ *“There's no use tiylng to do good

| things fu this world, ‘They areu't ap-
precicted.”
“How do you kuow ?-—Cleveland

Pluin Dealer.

Old age can tlmri, Lut
| 0ld age can’t look young.
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