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Electricity on the Farm.

ARMERS throughout the country, especlally
those living mear rivers and streams, will be
delighted with the information that, in their
pearness to auch streams, thers s now found
the opportunity of making farm life more pleas
ant and comfortable. In fact, all of the com
fort and convenlences that are ot the hand of
#he dweller In the city are now at the hand of the farmer.
Recent reports from the Departmeut of Agriculture call at-
tention to the fact that every small stream I8 a natural
dynamo for the generation of the subtlie fluld. By means
of small mill dums thrown across the stream and the
evection of little electrical plants, that are very low in cost,
it s now possible for the farmer to have his barns, stables
and bLouses lighted as brilllantly at night as the “white
lght distrlet” in any elly. More than this, the current
can ecaslly be applled to certain classes of vegetablcs thal
need to be rushied for marketing, thus increasing the In
ecome of the farmer. The great wave of inventlon with
wiich our country Is blessed blesses with Its beneficlal tides
all classes of people, none of whom are more descrving
of blessing than the one from whom all our support comes
A new era {8 dawning for the farmer, a brighter day Is
eoming, the eventuntion of which will be a stronger and «
better manhood In America. With farms made attractive,
by the advent of good literature, good lght with which to
sead, and good methods for cultivation of the land, the
people of Amerca will revert more and more to the coun-
try, thus keeping the founialn head of our national Ilife
strong and unpolluted.—Plttsburg Press

Extravagant Living.

B have It on the authority of the Board of
Trade that extravagant living Is a marked fea-
ture of many of the bankruptcy cascs with
which It deals. The nuu ber of fallures re
porded last year was higher than It had been
slnce 18, and In some of the larger cases ex-
cessive household expenditure obviously con-
tributed to the bankrupt's ruin. It seems to be a common
thing for a business wan to live handsomely whether be
18 making a profit or a loss. The Inspector-general In bank
ruptey mentions one case In which a ddbtor spent £2,000
a year, while he was losing £7.000 a year in his business
Another man for fourteen years spent £1,400 a year when
e was only making £500 net profit. These cascs are typ!l
cal, It 1s belleved, of many small bankrupteles, as well n
of the larger fallures. They may be sometimes explalned
by negligent bookkeeping, but they are, In the main, sug-
gestive of the craving for luxury which 18 one of the worst
features of our thme, The standard of living among the
rich has been ralsed to an excessive degree, and those who
would llke to be thought rich try to follow the lead set b)
the big financlers and minlng magnates who are to our day
what the Indlan Nabobs were to the England of George
I11. People who live beyond thelr means are tempted to
specnlate, and the bankruptey records show the inevitable
result. A course of plain living and high thinking would
be goo for the morals of soclety, and good for legitimate
trade.—London Chronlele,

The Poor Man in Politics.

HE poor mun is In the majority in this country,
and the majority should rule. It Is, however,
a deplorable fact that the majority does not
rule, that is the majority composed of the poor
min, He may not be aware of the fact, but It
18 n fact nevertheless that for more than two
generations he has been surrendering 1ittle
by little his volce In government, and becoming more and
more merely the means to the end employed by the rich
man. In other words the poor man has now become mere
iy a vote to be counted in the battle of ballots directed by
the rich men of the country. The poor man In pollties
amounts to but a very little more than the ballot which he
sasts,

That the poor man should have so degenerated politieal

ly is something that cannot be easlly understood. As & citl
zén he has every right that his more fortunate brother has,
he has every privilege that e rleh man has. In propor-
tlon to his possession of worldly goods he has even greater
responsibility to bimself and these dependent on bim, for
lie hins not only his political dutles to be dkscharged accord-
ing as the welfars of his country may direct, but the fur
ther duty of restraining those who would profit at the
sxpense of the country, which means at the expense of him-
self. The poor man has both an offensive and defensive
part to play In the politiea of this country, and the abliity
with which he plays his part determines his status, not
slmply in politics but in eitizenship. If his lot be hard his
negiect of duty willl make It still harder. If condutions sur-
rounding him be discouraging, his performance of duty may
alleviate them.,

It Is usecless for the poor man to cry out against the
tleh man, for he can accomplish nothing In the protection
ind promotion of his own Interests In this way. What he
needs to do If he would Improve his condition, If he would
exerclse all the rights and privileges of cltizenship, 1s to
assert those rights and maintaln them by the constitutional
means and methods which It s his duty to use. He may
Indulge In political theorles, but such indulgence only post-
pones the time when he must, If he would rise, become
something more than the ballot he casts, the man who s
counted.—Portland Oregonlan.

Universal Languages.

OW It Is Boston that proposes & universal
means of communiention—an alphabet by
which to Indleate the pronuncliation of words In
—— the leading European languages., Boston Uni-
(’r““ .'—.,.:__-.'} versity bhas begun the work of devislng such an
R atbattha ] A lphabet, and Invites the opinion of the sclen-

tific world on the advisabllity of having a con-
ference to adopt it

No real language ever began operations full-grown as
Minerva emergcd from the head of Jupiter, according to
Latin and Greek legend. Probably the only alphabet that
was complete when It was first used was that devised near-
ly elglity years ago by George Guess, the lame (Cherokee
Indlan, A language grows; an alphabet grows. It is not
made by sclentific men, either. 8o it I8 not too bokl to
predict that the conference at Boston University will not
amount to very much., It may turn out an excellent alpha-
bet. But excellent alphabets have already been devised
by persons who fain would rcform pronunclation or spell-
ing. They have had only one fault—they were not alive,
and the people who use alphabets would not have them.

Universal alphabets and languages almost without num-
ber have been devised. Each has had its day. T'wenty-
five years ago a German priest, Father Johann Schleyer,
invented “Veolapuk,"” which bad a longer day than most arti-
ficlal languages. Thousands of persons studied it There
were several hundred clubs devoted to the exploitation of
the new tongue. Three or four conventions of “Volapuka-
tidels,” or speakers of Volupuk, were held. But no one
speiks Volapuk now. The unlversil language flourishing
Just now s Esperanto. It is three or four years old. But
even within a year another full-grown universal speech
has been devised and offered to the world. If this goes on
there will have to be a sort of clearing house for universal
languages,

Only two langunges ¢ver fllled the place which the
modern artiticial tongues are lutended to fill. One of these
was Latin, which for centuries served as the language of
most of the world. Even yet n man who can speak Latin
can make hls way wherever there are even partly edu-
‘ated men, The other was French, which until twenty-
clght years ago was the language of diplomacy and of
travel. In the times of the Crusades, between five and
clght bundred years ago, the Lingun Franea served to make
iZast and West understand one m o, or, Its base was Ital-
ian, and to that were added Frens o o.d Turkish and Arable
worda Hy it Crusader and ° 'min eould speak together,
and Crusaders of the South wity those of the North, It still
oxists, but with no pretensions to be called unlversal,—
Chicago Amerlean,

THE S8TORY OF A SQUIRREL.

He Wae a Jolly Little Mischief, This
Disturber of Brewn House,

He was small and plump, of a red-
brown color, with a beautiful bushy
tall curling over bhis back. Have you
guessed that he was a #quirrel? Then
look up his name In the dictionary, and
you will find out why he was called
Chickaree,

He lived In the trees behind the
Brown house, walting for the buotter-

Miss Anne still

nolse, “The rats

she said.

had never been rata In that house. It
WAR Just “Anne's nonsensg:!"

awakened almost every nlght by the

moved Into the house for the winter,”
So the rat trap was brought
from the barn, balted with cheese, and
piaced close to a hole in the under-
pinning, which looki<d as If It might
be a rat hole. There it stayed till the
trap grew rusty and the cheese noldy,
but no rat was eaught,

nolses In the attle—that could not bhe
a squirrel, There are wire screens In
the windows—he could not possibly
get In"

“Couldn’t he? That same afternoon
as Miss Anne crossod the yard, she
saw the sguirrel, with a nut In his
mouth, apring from the fence to the
low shed roof, then to the house roof
and suddenly vanish under the caves,
Amd, looking with all her eyes, she
gpled a small round hole,

The mystery was explained; thia

Insisted, and was

In the barn have

nuts to get ripe. A hig butternut tree
grew close by the feaece. Mr. Squirrel s
briglit eyes had spied the nuts early in
the summer, and he made up his mind
to have them-—every one. So, as soon
as the ripe nuts began to fall with a
thump to the ground, Chickare was to
be seen—as busy as u bee all day long,
storing up food for next winter.

‘The two Iadies who llved in the
Brown house used to watch him from
the windows, and were never tir:d of
suylng how cunning he was, and how

glad they were to have him get (he

putternuts. He must have a snug lit-
tle nest in some tree near by-—he
would carry off & nut and be back
sgaln so quickly. But, though they
watched carefully, they never could
discover where the nest was, and by
and by they gave up watching and for-
got all about him.

One morning, late In October, Miss
Anne came to breakfast rather late
and cross, saying to her slster: “Suly,
I belleve this house is full of rats!
There was such a racket last night 1
bardly slept a wink!"

Miss Sally had slept soundly, and
she luughed at the idea. Rat? There

One day Miss Sally brought home a
bag of peanut eandy—"peanut bhritt!a"
she called It; and to keep It cool over.
night ahe put it in the workshop, whera
were kept the hammers and nalls, the
woodbox and garden tools. This shop
opened Into Miss Anne's studio, and
had an outslde door near the butter
nut tree,

The candy was forgotten untll the
next afternoon, when Miss Anne went
to get a plece. All that she found
was a heap of torn and sticky paper.
Fvery scrap of peanut brittle was
gone!

“Those rats!"” she exclalmed,
how did they get in here?”

The “how'" wus soon explained, Near
the outside door they found a hole In
the floor.,

Miss Sally was Indignant, and, put-
ting a thick board over the hole,
pounded In enough wire nalls to keep
out a reglment of rats.

As they stood In the open door n
butternut dropped at thelr feet, and
Miss Sally, In: a flash, exclalmed
“Anne, do you think it could be that
squlrrel?—the nuts in the candy, you
know ¥

But Miss Aunpe thought not

“But

“"The

was the candy thief and the “rat" that
denced jlgs In the garret night after
night!—8t. Nicholas.

Rosults of Inoculating Flelds

The same bacteria that Increase the
harvest of beans or clover or alfalfa
tenfold enable the plants to leave
many times more nitrogen in the soll
than they would have done If uninocu-
lated; In other words, they make the
soll many times more fertile, so that
the erop of cotton or wheat or corn
or potatoes planted next year I8 many
times larger. Thus the rotating crop
the year followlng Inoculation derives
an equal benefit from the Inoculation,
Por Instance, a crop of erimson clover,
not inoculated, ndded to one acre of
lund 4.8 pounds of nitrogen; a crop of
erimson clover, inoculated, ndded to
ome acre of precizely similar land 143.7
pounds of nitrogen, an Increase of 3314
times; a erop of lnoculated halry vetch
added to one acre fifteen times more
nitrogen than a crop of uninoculated
hairy veteh,—Ceontury,

We tlud we are often mistaken; un-
tit we snw It, we did not believe It pos-
slble for o man to loop the loop.

FAVORITES

“WFather, Dear Father, Come Home
with Me Now.,"
Father, dear father, come home with me
now,
The clock in the steeple strikea one;
You sald you were coming right home
from the shop
As soon as your day's work was done.
Our fire has gone out, our house is all
dnrk.
And mother's been watching since tea,
With poor little Bennle so sick in her
ArIns,
And no one to help her but me.

Chorus:

Come home, come home, come home,

Please, father, dear father, come home!

Hear the sweet voice of the child,

Which the night winds repeat as they
roam,

O, who could resist that most plaintive
of prayers—

“Please, father, dear father, come home!"

Father, dear father, come home with me
now,
The clock in the steeple strikes two;
The niglt has grown colder and Bennle
Is worse,
And he has been ealling for you;
Indeed, he is worse; Ma says he will die,
Perhaps, before morning shall dawn;
Ard this is the message she sent me to
bring—
“Come quickly, or he will be gone.”

Father, denr father, cone home with
me now,
The clock in the steeple strikes three;
The night is so lonely, the hours are so
long
For poor weeping mother and me,
Yes, we are alone; poor Hennie is dead
And gone with the angels of light;
And these were the very last wonds that
he sald:
“I want to kiss father good-night.”

The Camphells Are Comin’,
The Oampbells are comin’, o-ho, o-ho.
The Campbells are comin', o-ho, o-ho.
The Campbells are comin'
To bonnie lochleven;
The Campbells are comin’, o-ho, o-ho.

Upon the Lomonds I lay, [ lay.
Upon the Lomonds 1 lay, I lay.

I looked down to bonnie Lochleven
And saw three bonnde pipers play.

Great Argyle goen before, before;
He mnakes the cannons and guns to
roar;
Wi' sound o' trumpet, pipe and drum
The Campbells are eomin’, o-ho, o-ho.

The Campbells they are a' in arms,

Their loyal faith and truth to show;
Wi' bunners rattlin® in the wind,

The Campbells are comin’, o-ho, o-ho.

NO HOME OR COUNTRY.

The 8eminole Negro Indians Are in a
Oueer Predicament,

According to reports received at the
war department, says the Washington
Post, the so-called Seminole Negro In-
dinns, sequestrated on Fort Clark mlili-
tary reservation in Texas, have neith-
er country, home nor citizenship. The
peculiar sitnation of these mongrel
people has been under consideration at
the war department for many years,
with a view to more clearly defining
their legal and politieal status, but so
far nothing has been done for thelr
rellef. There are about 150 of these
Indlans. They all reside at IPort Clark,
by permission of the wur department,
and are under the control of the post
commander. They are reputed to be
peaceable and honest, Jive in huts and
houses, cultivate some ground, ralse
a little stock and support themselves
by their own labor. Twenty of them
are listed scouts, elght at Fort Clark
and twelve at Fort Ringgold, Texas,
and as such, it Is reported, render ex-
cellent service, Their history in brief
appears as follows:

They were originally with the Semi-
nole Indians in Florida, About 1849
their ancestors emigrated to Mexico.
Corporal Tibbits, a survivor of these
movements, the oldest man among
them, and who claims to have been
born in the Indian Territory, says:
“We remalned in Mexico untll 1870,
then recrossed Into the United States
at Eagle Pass, Tex. (old Fort Dun-
ecan). A number of us then enlisted as
scouts.
with thelr families, came to Fort Clark
In 1876." He claims that some kind
of “a treaty paper,” which was ac-
cidentally burned, promised them
homes back in the Indian nation (In-
dian Territory).

It seems that by a ruling of the
Interior department they are rot bene-
ficlariea In any respect under the Semi-
nole treaty of 18G0.

General McKibben, In his annual
report for 1000, sald, regarding these
people:

“Having forfelted their rights to re-
sgldence and clitizenship in Mexico, and
being nelther citlzens of the United
States nor recogulzed by the Seminoles
as part of thelr people, some action
ghould be taken whereby the status of
these people may be defined. It Is re-
spectfully recommended that the at-
tention of Congress be called to these
neople.”

General Grant stated In bis anoual
report of 1008 that “many, of not all,

About forty of these scouts,

I

be regarded more or less, as discharg-
ed veterans; In some Instances the
grandfather, father and son In a fam-
fly having all served as scouts in the
regular army. * * * As it Is, how-
ever, they are an Interesting tribe of
mongrel Americans, and dependent as
they are upon the mercy and mam
agement of the military at Fort Clark,
they are nothing more than wards of
the military department.

“In the final consideration of the
gtatus of these people with the view to
determine what shall be done with
them,” sald General Grant, “l recom-
mend that the govermment purchase
or secure in the Indlan Territory =
tract of land sutficient and suitable for
the support of these so-called Seminole
negroes, and that they be located
thereon, with full permanent title and
some immediate help to start them as
farmers."”

Genernl Lee, the present commander
of the Department of Texas, has just
made a special report to the war de-
partment regarding these Indlans Im
which he indorses the recommenda-
tions of General MeKibben and Grant,
that suitable provision be made for
them. General Lee speaks of the In-
diang as “deserving people,” and says
that “they have rendered most falth-
ful and efficient service as scouts and
merit generous treatment.,” He con-
curs in the recommendation that tuey
may be given a home in the Indian
Territory. *“If this should be Imprac-
ticable,” says be, “it I8 suggested that
they be permitted to remain on the
Fort Clark military reservation as
now; and in the event of the aban-

donment of the reservation a suitable

portion of the same be allotted to them
for homes. In recognition of their
past excellent services and their pres-
ent usefulness along the border as re-
quired, it Is recomwended that thelr
enlistment and re-enlistment as scouts
be continued without reduction.”

SPECTACLE LORE.

Medical Profession Once Considered
Science of Uptlics Beneath I1t.

In a paper recently read before the
Academy of St. Louis, Dr, C. Barck
gives some Information regurding spec-
tacles which will not be without in-
terest. It s lmpossible to decide if
the Chinese Invented glasses before
Europeans, But we do know that the
ancient people of Ninevah were ac-
quainted with their use, for Eir Henry
Layard discovered 1 convex lens of
rock crystal in the course of his re-
searclies, The Egyptiuns and Greeks
do not appear to have used spectacles
We always used to think that Nere
was shorisighted and used glasses,
says the Westminster Gazette, but Dr.
Barck questions the translation usual-
ly given of the passage in Plny upom
which the bellef was based, He there-
fore holds that to the Romans glasses
were unknown,

There 1s no mention of glasses «dupr-
ing the first 1,200 years A, D, It was
at the end of the thirteenth century
that spectacles were invented by twe
Itallang, Armati and Spina, elther to-
giether or independently, But the En-
clycoped Britannieca tells us that the
inventor was “probably Rober Bucon*
The same authority informs us thak
convex glasses were followed “shortly
afterward by concave," whereas Dr.
Barck shows that it was two centuries
before concave glasses made their ap-
pearance.  Clyindrical lenses for the
correction of astigmatism were invens-
ed by Alry, the astronomer royal, In
1827. He took a personal Interest Im
the matter, for he suffered from astig-
matism himself. Blifoca's were Invent-
ed and first used by Benjamin Frank-
lin.

For a long time the selection of the
lenses for individual cases was lefg
to the traveling peddier or the shop-
Keeper who sold them, Physicians cons
sldered it beneath their dignity to at-
tend to such a minor matter. It le
only within the last tifty or glxty years
that a change has come in this respect
Doctors are now all ngog hecause they
conslder that the opticlan Is straying
beyond his province. But in the first
place the change was due to the la-
bors of Helmholtz and Donders. It
was owing to thelir efforts that for the
first time lenses were adjusted accord-
ing to mathematical and optical prin-
ciples, The invention of the ophthal-
moscope, of the ophthalmometer anfl
of remedies by which the accommo-
datlon can be paralyzed gave the
whole a sclentific basls and brokse
down the prejudices of the medical
profession,

SBkeptuical

St. Peter—8So you want to come ta
here? What are your grounds for ad-
mission?

Gasman—That I never read a melee
wrong in my life,

St. Peter (to attendant)—Place this
man in the detention camp for a few
days. The case may be all right; bet

I'm suspicions, It's almost toe good
to be true,

From Arohery to Golf,
Onece Cupid, the frolicsome laddle,
With a quiver and arrows would eall
But he now takes a man for a caddie,
Aud uses bis beart for a ball,
~—Waushington Star,
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