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I ean mee a pleture palnled,
Where the busy mowers rattle t

I can see the hungry plowhoy w

With expectant ear to windward, st

Whille nnconscionsd of necessity,

I make wondrous childish Journeys as 1

I enn smell the drying hay
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Btrange how back among the many recollectlons of the past

Memory will grope and wander till it brings to us at last

Some poor, fooligh, fond remembranes, seeming hardly worth the while,
Yet somehow made wondrous potent, like a tender passing smila,

Fleeting, gone, nnd soon forgoiten

-yet remembered by and by

With a swelling In the bosom and a dimming of the eya

Now my temples fast are graying and my eyes have sober grown
With the years of varied happiness and sorrow I have known;
Btill I sometimes hear the echo, when the evening lights are low,
And without my darkened casement ghostly breezes eorle blow,.
Of the friendly, rusty rattle of the latchet as when late

In the !usy. lazy summer time we swung upon the gate.

~TLowell Otus Reese, In Leslle's Weekly,
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her mother,

S IE must marry somebody,” sald
“1 don't see why she shouldn't

refuse them both,
wid her father,

The girl proceeded with her brenk-
fast calmly., She had endured the ur-
guments of her excellent parents on
the subject of her matrimonlal future
for severnl weeks, Indeed, they were
mich more disturbed about It than she
was herseif, Belng pretty, a
apoilt, thoroughly henlthy, and essen.-
tially feminine, she was In a dellght
ful state of Indecislon,

Jack was everything that an Ileal

lover sRhauld be—reasonably good-look
ing, nbsolutely devoied to her, n denon
et all games, and entirely lacking the
most elementary notlon of finaneial
wudence,
f Mouty, In his own peculiar way, was
almost as sultable. If he wasn't hand
gome, he was the best dressed man In
Delslze Park, which is saying a great
fleal; he played no game, except
“bridge,” which he had reduced to a
fine art; and his financlal condition
wir literally glittering.

Jack appealed to the romantic slde
of her character, and had the support
of her father; Monty appealed to her
prudence, and had the support of Ler
mother,

“You will have to make up your
mind divectly,” snld her mother.

“L am afrald 1 ean't, mother,” said
the girl, helping herself to toast cheer-
fully, *“It Is so tiresome,”

“If I were a girl, I shouldn't hesitnte
five minutes,” said her father, meunn-
ing Jack.

“No more should L,” sald her moth-
or, meaning Monty.

“I think 1 shall accept the one who
saks first,"” sald the girl, handing in
fher cup for a second edition of cof-
fee.

“Don't be wicked,” sald her mother.

“Not a bad notion,” remarked Ler
father, reflecting that he could wire
to Jack, and give him n hint.

“You don't mean what you suy,”
gaid her mother thoughifully.

Of course, she hadn't meant It, but
having sald It, she began to think that
ghe dld. “Why not?' she sald. *I
suppose I must be a duffer, but I don't |
kuow my own mind a bit. Mouty rep-
gesents a carvinge and furs, and—and
I really think I should look rather jol-

in furs, Not clipped rabbit skins,

ou know, but reanl furs."

Her mother nodded approval. “Yon
are a girl who wants to be weil
dressed,” she sald.

Mr. Bush leooked at his daughter
doubtfu!ly. “What does Jack repra-
pent?" he asked.

She pouted. “I don't quite know,"”
she sald. *1 think he represents ev-
erything that's Jolly except the car-
ringe and furs, That's whatl Is so ag-
gravating, 1f I could only take a lit-
tle bit of each, it would be all right.
[ don't feel a scrap like a girl always
does In books., 1 slmply don't know
what I want, and I shall accept the
pna who nsks wme first, becauvse [ like
them both very much, ned—and 1 dare
say it will be all right."

Her parents shook thelr heads at her
recklessness, quite forgetful that if
they had not been go urgent, the girl
would have been able to make up hee
mind withont assistance,

»Shocking,” said Mr. Bush, and be
made up his mind to send off a wire
to his favorite as soon as he reached
the eity, *“Jack must cut up herve this
morning, and get it over,” Lie reflected,
*It's only a kinduess to her to save
her froon that spob.”

His wife popped on her bonnet as
goon ns he lLad left the house, and
stepped round to the nearest telephone
eall office, *1 must give Mouty a hint."
she sald. “Margaret will thank me
gome day for saving her from pov-

"

it she wants to,”

tritle

u‘appllr fgnorant of the steps ber

Lier little round of household duties.
At 11 o'clock Mr, Winterflood came to
tiune the pinno. e had wrestled with
the drawing room plano, once n quar-
ter, for fifteen and the -little
ol man, with his red poeket handker-
chief and black bag, was a particular
fuvaorlte of Margaret's. Her mothoer,
linving lenrnt on the telephone that the
glitterlng Mouty would arrive soon af-
11, was anxlons to send the old
fellow awny, but Margaret wouldu't
hear of it

“suppose somebody ealls,” snld the
older lady, not daring to tell the truth.

“Nobody is at all likely to call,” sald
the girl lightly.

So Mr. Winterflood proceeded to hils
frritating task, tapping note alter note
in a valn attempt to ndjust an instru-
ment on which o certain healthy young
lady delighted to pluy comie opera with
the loud pedal down.

Margaret sant by his side.
worse and " sald the old man,
sadly. “Some of the notes In the bass
are almost dumhb.”

At that moment Mrs., Bush entered
the room with an expansive smile of
triumph on her face, “Monty has call-
ed, and wants to see you particularly,”
ghe gald,

“Monty ™ sald her daughter with a
frown. “What bLrings him here?”
Then she remembered with a start
her reckless words at the breakfast
table, and her heart sank.

"I you are a wise girl you will seize
the chance,” said her mother; then
she added plously, “but I don't wish to
persuade you. 1 think you sald you
intended to accept the one who asked
you first.”

The girl sighed, and swept rather
angrily out of the room. It was really
too bad to have one's words taken up
llke that. She didn't want to accept
any one just now., Whoever heard of
a man propoging before lunch?

She found the glittering youth in the
library. His attire was as nearly per-
fect as the most expensive tailor could
make it, but it was easy to see he
Was nervous.

“What a funny time to call,” sald
the young lady rather rudely, but she
wus not in a  gracious humeor. *1
thought you were busy In the city at
this time In the morning."

“So 1 am as a rule,” he said with
somewnat vapid smile. “But I had a
telephone message- &

“Of course, it's awfully nice of you
to look In,” she sald hastily. “You
didn't come to the concert lnst night 2"

“No,” he stammered. “The fact Is
I understood that you—you were going
with some one else."”

The young lady frowned. It was
ruther a sore point. Jack had prom-
iged to take her and he had not turned
up, &0 that shie had been obliged to go
with her parents. Monty had uncon-
relously seorved one, and her mind re-
verted to the furs.

“1 wanted to ask you something,” he
heoegan,

YIS,

“It gets
worse,

“1'm Just golng shopplng,” she said
wilh swdden energy., “You ecan cowe
too it you like, and then you ecan ask
me as we go nlong.” With true fewn-
idne procrastination she was trying to
postpoue the evil moment, for she had
an In=ane Teeling that she would have
to keep her word, and aceept bl If
lie succeeded In asking her the ques-
tlon.

“I want to know, If
tdesperntely.

“What about umnbrellas?" she asked
geverely, “Is it likely to raln®”

“I dou't think rgo,” he sald.
guestion 1 wus golng &

“(F course, yes, you were going to
ask me a question,” she sald sweetly.
“Now, Isn't It funny? Whenever peo-
ple agk me questions, I always give
the wrong answer."

Her eyes were sparkling with ex.
eitement. She had obstinately made up
her mind that if he succeeded In pro-

' he began

“The

pareuts had taken, Margaret set about

posing, and forced her to give an an-

awer, it should ba 'yvea’ Ehe had nlso
decided that she dldn't waht to say
‘ves," but didn’t quite know why she
objected. 8o shie was fencing for her
ife, and why Jack didn’t
hoppen to ook tn, or a chimm ey enteh

wonderod
ire;, or Indeed anything happen o save
her from her own obetinate folly

Without giving him n chance to uay
And all the
time ghe was chattering she wag think-
Ing and trying to reconcile herself to
the Inevitable, RBut the more she look-
el at hlm, the less anlluring beeame
the prospect of a carrlage and furs,
She notlced that his forehend wans both
narrow and low, and though she had
not much braln herself, as she reflect-
ed, she liked It in other people. Re-
sides that, his wateh chaln troubled
her. Why did he wear such a very
heavy one?

“But I can't stand here listening to
you,"” she sald at last, when she found
her breath was giving out. “You are
such a chatterbox, Monty. I'll go and
pop on my hat, and we'll go out.”

“But I haven't nsked you my ques-
tion?" he gasped, and In sheer des-
peration he placed his back to the
door.

“Oh, dear, how slow you nre” she
sald. “If It's about the dance———"

“It fsn’t nbout the dance,” he stam-
merpd. “It's about you. I—I want
You to marry me."”

Nothing could have heen more awk-
ward than his proposal, but it reduced
her to a state of despalr,

The plano tunlng was pgolng on sol-
emnly. Tap—tap—iap, went the notes,
fottowed by a grand flourish of chords.
Then tap—tap—tap, agaln.

“Why?" she asked, argumentative.
ly.

*Why—what?" he gasped, blinking
his little eyes In n bewlldered way.

“1 really mmast eall at the buteher's,”
she said, jumping at the chance for
delay given by his Indecision.

“But—will you?”

“You mean, marry you?"
demurely.
think."”

“I'm awfully fond of you, and—and
all that sort of thing,” he sald, eager-
ly. “We should be tremendongly jol-
ly, and—all that cort of thing. The
governor says I can draw up to £5.000
a year ont of the businexs for a start,
and—and things would Le ripping.”

She looked at him desperately, What
wns she to do? She began to feel for
some queer reason that to accept hilm
wans almost Impossible, but ghe had
given her foollsh little word,

Then a bright idea struck her,
haps Lhe would let her off.

“Suppose I don't love you,”

sall,
“'hat doesn't matter a bit,"” he sald
cheerfully. *“If you will promise to
marry me, I expeet T shall make yon
love me in time, | am—oh, lord, what
a beastly row that plano-tuner is mak-
ing."

“IYerhaps It would be better to talk
it over another morning,” she sug-
gested.

“No, no, tell me now,” he sald. The
piauo tuning had suddenly ceased, and
e was dashing at the subject brave-
ly. “I'm awfully fond of you, Mar-
garet., The fuct Is you—you have falr-
ly bowled me over, I can't say exactly
what 1 mean, because I am not much
of a hand at talking, and all that sort
of thing, but—"

There was a gentle knock st the
door, and Monty muttered something
under his breath whicn no British prin-
ter would set up in type.

It was little Mr. Winterflood who
entered.

“Good morning, miss,” he said. “I
bhope I haven't disturbed you."

“Not at ull,” she said, beaming with
pleasure.

“0Oh, I found something of yours in
the piano,” said the little man.

“Something of mine?"

“Yes, It's a letter. No wonder the
bass notes were nearly dumb, Good
morning, miss."

She took the envelope, and tore it
open, It was addressed to her in
Jack's handwriting.

“Dear Maggle"—it ran—“I expect
you'll be wild with me for not turning
up to take you to the concert., But I
have been summoned into the country
by telegram, Uuncle Tom s seriously
ill, proumbly dying, and has asked to
gee me. 1 leave Euston to-night, and
have just dashed In here hoping to
enteh you, but too late. 1 shan't be
back for two or three days at
goonest. Good-bye, dear little girl, or
riithier an revolr. This Is my birth-
day, and I made np my mind a long
time ago that I would ask you today
to ghare my lot,
There! at last, I bhave summoned up
my cournge. When 1 come back 1 will
try to tell you how much I love you.
Good-bye. once more—~Jack, I am
leaving this on the top of the plano,
g0 that you will tind it In the morning.
Walt for me, Maggle. Don't promise
yourself to any one else, unll I have
told you all I wean.”

IFor some Inserutable reason that let-
ter cleared the way. She knew exact-
Iy what her answer was, She knew,
pot only whom she dld not want to
marry, bul whom she must marry, un-
less shie wanted to be a miserable wo-
man for the rest of Ler life,

“1s It settled?" asked her wothr,
after Mouty Lad gone,

a word, she chattered on,

ghe nsked
“You don't give me time to

Per-

ghe

the |

Will you be my wife? |

+.q.~;--—m-¢mmv'mtr~wm. 2

[ *Quite,” she mid. “T kept my w.
and have accepted the one who asked
me first. Jack eame last night, There'a
his letter,"—Mantrenl Family Herald.

PLAN TO EXCHANGE BABIES

Clearing=House by Which Different
Notionalities Are Traded,

One of the enrions things rmn neross
in Eurape I8 the scheme of a French
man named Michael Breal, broached as
long ago as 18843, and which ls being
agaln tnken up.

It connists of a wholesale exchange,
a swapping of children from one fam-

{ Il to another.

|  Here is a Parisian father in modest
estnte, with a son. This man has an
nmblition that his child ghall have a
thorough knowledge of German., The
proper thing would be to place the
chlld In some German family for n
while, But the difficulty for the father
is to discover just the right sort of
family—one who would recelve the
child, and, above all, one who had a
child to swap. The Parislan father
would be spending no extra money In
housing the German child and teach-
ing it French, while his own was eat-
ing at a German table. Meanwhile
two nations were understanding each
othier better. It was a splendid scheme,
if only It could be carried out.

What was needed was a baby bro-
ker, as It were, un exchange, a clear-
ing house for children, an agency to
keep tab of familles willing to swap
children and to engineer the swap. A
man named Tonl Mathien saw  the
chanee, and Improved It during the va-
cation period last year. [He had pre-
Judiees to overcome. After a deal of
letter writing be won the indispensa-
ble, not to say inevitable, sanctlon of
college professors, of great
prominent lawyers and members of
Parlinment, e even succeeded in
placing an order for five chilidren on
trinl. He devoted a whole year to
booming the enterprise, And it was
heart-breaking work. Ile would win
the approval of a lot of English or
German or Scandinavian families, only
fo find In his own land no readiness to
trade. And yet, in spite of every-
thing, he has succeeded in a measure,
The scheme s working and Mr., Ma-
thieun has decided to found n soclety
and push the ldea for all it Is worth,

An elaborate system of correspond-
ence Las been drawn up already. There
i1 a precautionary exchange of photo-
graphs first and a severe cross-exam
ination of all concerned. The elosing
detalls of Lae rallroad journey, under
sultable escorts in the cuase of
are easily looked after by the
change.
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LIVING HENT FHEE IN LONDON.

Unscrupulouns Persons Who Take Ad-
vautage of the Law's Delay.

Many people In London make a busi-
ness of living rent tree. It Is almost
Incredible,” sald the bend of a large
lirm of house ageuls the other day,
“the number of persons who never pay
rent from one year's end to another,
“The method is, either by bogus ref-
erences or by lmpressing a sense of
their good falth on a house agent, to
obtain the lease of a house, most fre-
quently over £50 a year in rent, and
when the landlord applles for his rent
to defy him., When he attempts to
eject them by legal process they stay
until the very last day the law allows,
and then clear out bag and baggage,
amd start the same operation elsewhere.
As they always furnish on the hire sys-
tem, distraint is of no service to the
landlord,

“Thelr object of taking houses of a
rental over £50 1s to get above the jur-
isilletion of the County Court, which
Is more summary in its methods than
the high court.,”

To a smaller extent the delay in-
volved In ejectment by County Court
actlon Is also taken advantage of by
exploiters of the law’'s delays, but these
methods are not so Impudent as that
of “Jumping” a house, which is some-
times adopted.

Not long ago a house owner, on look-

ing through his morning paper, ob-
served that a man who had been charg-
ed with assanlt was reported to live at
one of his houses, which he had sup-
posad to have been vacant for twelve
[mon[hs. On Investigation he found that
{1t was occupled by a tenant, who re-
| fused to clear out.
The usual legal form had to be gone
| throngh, and it was a month before the
landlord got possession. Similar cases
have bappened where the “jumper” bas
gone the length of taking In lodgers, or
evien of selling the house,

Landlords sometimes prefer fo buy a
tenant out rather than invoke legal
1,1;1'(1'-:-,\13. and a qulcker procedure for
ejection than the courts allow would be
welcomed by landlords and  house
agents.—London Express,

No More than Righe

“1'4 like to have your check for that
little midnight supper.l served at your
house Ilast month,” said the eaterer,

“You'll have to wait until I get the
doctor's bill for enving me of Indiges-
tion," replied the vietim. “That comes
off your bilL."—Philadelphia Press.

There 18 one consolation for the girl
whose parents can't afford to send her
to callege: she wouid probably ook
like blazes In & cap and gown auny-
| way.
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Al a recent moellng ol
Cluby In London, Dy, 1, F
seribed his
especially

the tmera
Grtien Qe
Huld lens, designog
1 F!i-.i{ -"'l]'llﬂ
with short exposiires n ordinary n ght
Humination. Fiuld 1 orig-
mally emploved to overcome the il
|--1-II_\' of chromatic aberention before
[ the comblnation of fint and erown
plass was invented., Dr. druen em
ploys them for their “photographle ra
pidity.” They alio possess extraordine
ary depth of focus. Good results were
obtalned with snap-sliots in  varlous
theaters with the ordinary stage illu-
mination, and even kinematograph pie.
tures of stage scenes were made with-
out special lighting. 1t {8 hoped that
lenses of this description will greatly
widen the field of photography,

According to a writer in Mines anc
Minerals, there are In use in somae
dep mines wire ropes, or cables, only
a few Inches In diameter and a mile
long, on the ends of which hang
buckets, or platforms, by which minersy
are let down into or holsted from the
bowels of the earth with a speed
greater than that of the average rail
road train, In many cases these long
cables form the only means of eommu:
nicatlon between the boftom of the
mine and the surface of the exrth, In
some cuages the weight of the cable
greatly that of the material
to be carried, and the problem of mak-
Ing it sullciently fexible to be wound
on drums requires the hichest skiil for
ite golution. Long cables made
tapering, so that the erossscction in
croases with the amount woiind off.
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The recent German South DPolar exs
pedition added muach to onr knowledge
of the antarctic continent. It showed
that the westerly ghore of that mys
terious  land descends sieeply Into a
deep sea, and that It Ig ocoupied by a
voleanie formation, The Imaud lee
covering the continent is regarded as
without doubt the most extensive gla.
¢l area now In existence on  the
eqrth, It presents a picture of the ice
pge which onee prevailed In northern
America and Europe, Evidence was
found that in former times the antare
tic lee extended even farther than h
dees to-day. Large marine mammals
and tlocks of rare birds were found
frequenting the and Germanp
selentifie enthusiasm found grafiica
tion in the study even of the mlcre
bacteria dwelling in that fa
cold land.

The with which the
problem of mechanienal fiight s belng
attneked I8 attested by the elaborate
equipment of the “laboratory of nero
dynamies” recently erected at the
*atholie University of America. Among
{he apparatus I8 a wooden tunnel
fifty feet long with a cross-section ot
six square feet, in which a wind of
any desired speed can be generated
by means of a suction-fan placed at
one end of the tunnel. In the wind
current thus developed are placed ob-
jects of a great varlety of kinds and
shapes, whose resistances, lift, drift,
surface friction, ete., are to be deter
mined. A pressure gauge that ean be
read to less than one ten-millionth of
an atmosphere s used to determing
the pressure at all points In the stream
of anlr. The ohject is to furnish trust
worthy data for ealculations In aere-
niuties.

Coasts,
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fUrnesiness

In Holland the Lombardy poplar ls
often used as a lghtning rod, and is
planted near haystacks and Isolated
farm houses This poplar has the habll
of growing nearly vertical, with the
branches in an upright position; as soon
as the raln falls the water runs along
the branches and forms along the stem
a4 constant stream of water from the
top to the ground. When lizhtning
strikes in the vicinity, the tree being
the highest object Iras the best chance
of belng hit, and when the lighinlng
strikes the tree It finds in the stream
of water which flows down the stem
a safe conductor towards the ground
Of course the siream goes seldom In a
atralght line, and at places where the
limbs join together the flow of water
tmikos often another direction, The kb
may be doomel, but the haystack fa
saved.

The Albatross “CskesWalk "™

Sallors visiting the Island of Laysan,
in the Hawallan group, are greatly
amused by the curious anties of the
Lavsan albatross, or gony, These bhirds
sometimes perform, In pairs, a Kind uﬂ
danee, or, as the sallors call It, “cake-
wilk." Two albatrosses approach one
another, nodding and making profound
bows. eross their bllls, produce snap-
qing and groaning sounds, rise on thele
toes, pull out their breasts, aul finally
part with more nodding and bowing,
only to come together again and repeat
the performance, Oceaslonally three
engage at once in this gingular amuse
ment. The spectators are always Ime-
pressed with the extreme “politeness™
of the bivils,

A church has as much trouble in dis
charging a prescher gracefully ns the
aversge man has in breaking off his
marriage engagement,
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