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A Great Work Begun.
OW that £21.000000 of the Federal Govern
ment's freigntlon fund bhave been sot aglde for
certaln specified projects, it may be said that
what Is likely to prove to bhe the grentest in
ternal Improvement work ever undertaken by
the Government of the Unlted States
started. 1t Is diffienlt to appreciate the ultl
mate meaning of these great works, Many of the greatest
dvillzations of the past have flourished In arld countries,
redecmed from the desert by the artificlal of
water, The hilghest state of eivilization reached by the
wborigines of Amerlea wax among those who practiced rrl
gation. Already In our own time, the richest agrienitoral
reglons In this eountry are those where Irrigation Is neces
wmry and where the desert comes hack to claim what It
mee helll when the water no longer tows,

In most of the arld and semi-arld portions of the Unlted
States nature atones for the lnck of ralnfall by glving to
the soll great fertility. It I8 well known that In years of
xtrnordinary ralnfall the semb-arld reglons produce enor
mous crops,  Under Irrlgatlon the crops are uniformly
large, compared with what ean be obtalned In humld re
glons without frrigation. The fact I8 that the arld country
is fertile becauvse It Is without mueh raln.  The fertility
has not been washed out of the soll by the pounding ralns
of countless ages. The result I8 that It 18 left for men
to turn on the water and take from the arld regions, In the
shape of vegetatlon, the fertility that has been lost in
the humld regions. That I8 why the fertility of the irrl
gated country seems Inexhanstible, There nature has stored
her treasures for man to use; elgewhere they have been
largely depleted by notural processes,

All of this explaing why an ncre under frrigation ls
worth so much more than one not frrlgated. 1f the Gov
arnment shall eventually redeem 100,000,000 acres of lnnd
it will be equlvalent to the additlon of several tlmes as
many acres of humlidregion Iland to the natlonnl area,
Chink of how much voom for population that means. And
tlready the time has come when room for our Increasing
population s a problem worthy of natlonal attention.
Minneapolls Journul,
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Submarine Warlare,
HE frightfal destruction which has lately be
fallon Russla on the sen resulted from the use
of the torpedo or the submarine boat. Only
three of her vessels which have been destroyed
or put out of action were serlously Injured
above the water line, This fact has elielted
from Senator Hale, one of our best naval ex-
pents, the decluration that the battleshlp Is obsolete. e
amlls a balt on the further construction of these travel
ng sen forts, saying that the $150,000,000 which we have
wready expendml therefor I8 practicully so much money
fhrown away. Hudson Maxim, the renowned lnventor of
nstruments of destruction and defense, shows that there
s much reason In the position tanken by Senator Hale, Ile
wmys, in the Review of Reviews:

“A battleship costs $6,000,000, and may have 1,000 men
sn board, while the torpedo bost costs not more than one-
AUrth as much, and may not have oneirtleth part as many
men on board. In other words, fifty torpedo boats may be
built and mwanoed at o groater expense than a single
smttleship; consequently fifty torpedo boats may be de
stroyed with all on board, dn order to sink a single battle
#hip, and the loss be equal on both sides; while If two
pattleslips be sunk by the sacrifice of fifty torpedo boats,
e torpedo flotilla has won a decided vietory. But it is
probable that not more than ten torpedo boats on an
average would be destroyed for every battleship sunk.
'his means that the present torpedo systemn is five times
as efflolent as the battleship.”

There 18 no doubt that the Mu=szian and Japanese war

hus disclosed a neow problem for the navy o sslve, bul
neverthicless it has not yot proved the worthlessness of bat
tleships, None of the Japnuese big and heavy armored ves
sels mve turned tuetle or beon pot out of action, Russia
has about Afty-four torpedo bomts and at least four sub-
marines, bt nothing thiem, 'The Jap

T™ie Nussians are timorous

has done with
anese are brave and daring
and slnggish,. So a test under declsive clrenmstances has
not yet miade, It would be highly rash and indls-
ereet bo reconstriet the navies of the world along the lines
demanded by Senator Hale bofore the effectivensss of tor.
pedo and submarine fighting is glven a thorough tal.-
Kansas Clity Journal,
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School Music.
BWY persons of adult nge who have any real
musical knowiedge or abllity ean recall their
school music with interest or plensure. They
that they sappy lttle songe
about moonlight and dreams, but the alrs, 1f
they are remembored at all, are recalled only
tn be laughed at
Mr, Duanlel Gregory Mason, grandfather was
really the foander of the study of musle in the American
publie schools, and who has himself heen closely ldenti-
fled with the tenching of musle, has lately suggested, in the
Outlook, both the virtues and the defects of the modern
school musie, His dedoctions and recommendations de
gserve eareful study and thought
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The time ja past when the utility of musie in the schools
ean be questioned. Physieally, mentally and spiritually it
refreshes and enriches, It is both the most self-sufficient
and the most general of the arts. Few persons are wholly
Incking In knowledge or appreciation of it, and to those
who have no other culture, music speaks intelligibly and
sympathetleally,

The trouble In the schools—and It Is worth noting that
It 18 also the trouble in the chureh hymnals—Is the tendency
to pay too much attention to the words, too little to the
melody. If a song be about birds, animals, domestie life
or patrlotisam, sayvs Mr. Masan, it Is consldered good. The
result 15 the adoption of a lot of =illy, vapld musie, because
It happens to be set to edifying words,

The remedy les in giving the elilldren an opportunity
familinr with musie is good enough to
foet.,  The many different
nations, mnch church musie and the simpler productions
of the great composers—prodoctions In which the melody
is elear and dominating—might all be placed within reach
of children in the public schools, to the displacement of much
musgleal pap and the lasting happiness of several millions
of young people. But this, In its particular aspects, 18 n
matter for the supervisors of music, befere whom it will be
brought this summer by a committee of the Natlonal Edu
catlonal Assoclation—Youth's Companion
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Demand for Farm Laborers.

HERE (s no danger of the farmer passing from
exlstence, He knows a good thing as well aa
his urban brother, and so does his boy., Im-
proved methods of farming may continue to
diminish the number of farm hands, but not
even that fact will work to a dlscontinuance
of the necessity for the farm laborer nor for
the laborer in the harvest flelds. ‘The fact that Kansas
farmers thig early In the season are inviting farm hands
to their corn and rye and wheat and alfalfa flelds, with
promise of good wages and board, Is o strong argument
agninst the blueness which &0 often attacks the American
cltizen when he lmagines he sees an inpouring of the farm-
er nnd the farmer's boy to the cities.—Cincinnati Commer-

elal-Tribune.
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AGUINALDO IN SECLUSION,

sympathy for or
His Retirement Sald to Be Due to Fear

of Assassinution.

Agulnaldo, the leader of the revolu-
tlon in the Philippines, leads a life of
practical retirement in Maniln, writes
Willlam E, Curtis. He seidom leaves
his howe and Is never seen upon the
streets, If It Is necessary for him to
Bo to any other part of the town he
alwnys tukes a closed carringe, and
strangers who eall apon him are very

vited to publie
prominent

tesies,  however,

tive, and everything that might exeite

nim has been avolded.
functions
Filipines, and when Gov.
Taft gave a reception
Aguinaldo was never overlooked.
seldom avalled himself of these cour-

erowds and publie demonstrations for
the reasons I have given,
‘The police have kept

sympathy and co-operation, but he has
never responded to their advances, and
the secret serviee people say that he
has allowed their letters to remaln un.
answered.  He has serupulously avoid-
o dolng anything that could exclite
suspicion, and s practleally cut off
from all his old friends and assoclates,

attract attention to
He hias been In
ke other

to the natlves
He

and bas  avolded

Buspendegs and Suspense.
A certain Congressman  from a
mountain distriet, says the New York
Sun, 18 troubled with a weak, squeaky

him under

earefully inspected before they are nl-
lowed 1o see hilm, Ocensionally he
vigits the old town of Cavite, about 18
miles from Manila, where his fumlily
have a plantation, and where his
mother I8 living, She 18 said to be a
woman of premarkable tralts and
strength of character and was his In
spiration and chief adviser during the
revolution,

Aguinalde’'s secluslon Is attributed to
fear of assassination. During the in
surrection he was gulity of
atrocious cruelty upon wlhiose
friends still survive and ordered sever-
al assassinations, particularly that of
Gen, Luna, one of his rivals, who wis
a grount favorite with the publie and
had many loyal and devoted admivers,
There an lmpression among
many of Agulnakle's former associntes
that he profited tinanckally duaring the
insurrection, while they lost and for-
felted everything they had. The 1Ml
plno Is a revengeful and vindietive
creature, and does not hesltate to take
vengeance Into his own hands. Henee
Agulpaldo Is supposed to be coutinual-
ly on hig guard, and the poliece anthori-
ties would not be surprlsed any mo-
ment, even at this day, to learn of hils
assassination. When he was roeleased
from prison he was exceedingly nery
ous and apprehensive, and wonld have
preferved to remaln under the protec
tion of the military. Shuee that time
no notice bas been taken of him. Ile
bhas bLeen treated like an ordinary na
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AUVINALDO,

semb-surveillance—that {5, they have
hls movements
whereabouts

As long as he remains In the elty he
bt
Manila they make It a polnt to learn
where he goes and who he communi-
IF'or a
lease they watched him elosely, but
his conduct has been mogt exemplary
e has been lempted on geveral ocea
Consplrators
in

I'llar, Ricarte and other
fried

lHitle volee which sometimes falls in
the midst of what might otherwise he
an eloguent peroration.

Recently, in addressing the Houge
on nomatter connected with the tarify,
e exclnimed:

“Why, tariffs are like n palr of sus-
penders, sometimes tight amd some-
thines loose; hut Unele Bam needs them
Just

Here the Clongressmnn's voleo struck
n high treble note, flared and stopped.

The House held Its hreath while he
clenred hils  throat. The suspense,
which seemed to Inst for fally a min
ute, was more painful to the auditors
than to the orator, for
wotidering lie

Trousers

the sime, to keep up his

everyone

would say
und some were
even hoping that he might say “pantu
ven waould be bet-
than “paots,” for “pants” I8 most
unpunriiamentary.

But all fears were without founda-
tion.  HMe ¢leared his throat with the
greatest eare, and in a deathlike still-
ness resumed his oration where he had
dropped 1t: “to keep up his running ex-
penses »

The words whileh followed were lost
forever in a gale of lnughter.

wWns
whether

or “pants.”

lonns, “overalls”

Ler

have
tlmes,

il
at all

when lie lenves

while after his re-

A Saintly Sentiment.
“And ‘s a law-abiding settlement
is It?

“You bet! Iynehin’
'I'H‘lll- liere blowed
the trees down, an' rope riz fu price!”

Atlanta Constitution,
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I'OPICS OF THE TIMES.

A CHOICE SELECTION OF INTER-
ESTING ITEMS,

the Happenings of the Day—Histori-
el and News Notew,

Credit 18’ all well enough until the
iJ]H collector begins to come around.

| The: most magnificent thing Jay
Goulil ever did was to become the
tather of Helen,

The Japs are suld to be using “hu-
mane” bullets. This is one of the few
bumors of “eivilized warfare.”

Never strike a man until you are
mtisfied that he deserves it—and don't
fo it then unless you outclass him.

Flla Wheler Wileox's latest poem
wys: “Whatever you do, keep sweet.”
I'his would be & nice motto for a lem-
i, wouldn't 1t?

The men say they have no desire to
organize a fathers' congress.  They
zot their Innings while the mothers'
SONgress is In session.

It would be like the beef trust to
sxplain that the worry nnd expense
of belng Investigated will necessitate
tnother incrense of prices,

The Rev., M. J. Bavage In a recent
termon undertankes to tell “why more
neople do not go to church.,” Ile finds
the prinecipal reason to be that *‘they
fon’t have to.”

We would like to lenrn the Mormon
methods of making a living. A man
who ean provide for filve wives and 100
children under presont prices I1s a fAi-
nancial wonder.

John D, Rockefeller began his busi-
ness career by learning to milk a cow.
A good many people would like to
tnow whether that was when he learn-
»d to water things,

Doctors now assert that bedrooms
are filled to the doors with murderous
and baleful bacilll. That's
another excuse for your not golng to

bed untll very late,

microlies

When Dr, Rainsford says to us Iny
men, “We minlsters are no better mo
rally than you,” we Inymen, Instead of
feeling elated, are Hable, knowing ench
others' Infirmities, to be decidedly de-
pressed,

Somebody says that the Parlsians
furnish the gowns and the Amerlean
women furnish the figures. When it
takes three figures for a gown the
Amerlean father at once bhecomes an
uctive factor in the little epigram.

Wash a baby clean and dress him up
real pretty and he will resist all ad-
vances with the most superlative eross-
vess, but let him eat molagses, ginger-
hread and fool around the conl hod for
half an hour, and he will nestle his
dear little curly head close up to your
clean shirt bosom and be just the cun-
ningest little raseal in all the world.

The Victory, which bore Nelson's

flag at Trafalgar, has been thorough-
ly repaired, and towed to her former
moorings at Portsmouth, where she
will be the flag ship of the naval com-
mander-in-chief. The prediction is
mnde that she will flont for another
half-century at least. It is 140 years
klnce the Vietory was launched st
Chatham,

To exclude immigrants for {lliteracy
is unjust. Most of those people are
Hliterate because they lacked oppor-
tunity, Here they goon learn, and thelr
children become as bright as any In
our public gchools., An Hliterate man
who Is Industrions and honest, makes
n far better voter and eitizen than
some native born eitizen who has edu
ention and a keen desire for grafis.

A dog in Enpgland has lately been
honored by the receipt of an Hwni-
nated address, in which he {8 Inforned
that he is the most collec
tor for the Vietoria Imflrmary at Nor
wich, and is thanked by the bonrd of
managers. The dog s a SH-vear-old fox
tervier, named Prince. lle not
wear a cup or basket or earry one in
his mouth, as do most memndMant dogs
When he receives a coin he
bidden and deposits It in a
for the purpose. During
ected than 2,000
wpes that Hiness or accident

succeessiul

tloes

goes 1n
box kept
183 he col
nmaore i
If evor
pvertake Prinece there may be a warn
{bed for him at the Infirmary, with
plenty of good sirloin steak and dog-
biscult,
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Cuba has entered the third year of
her independence and self-gcovernment
uud she has every reason to be proud
f the record she has made. Apart
(rom a rumor or two of rural riots that
were greatly exnggerated and an ex
ceptionally large amount of nolse from
the defeated party at the last elec
tions, she hig nothing to her discredit
—ind I things are really dis
eredits, what has our own country to
gay for itself? The best of it is that
‘ the Cubauns appear to Le in every wuy

sueh
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contented and happy. DUndonbtedly
this conld not be gaid had the United
Hintes seen fit to retain a eloser hold
over their government. With or with-
out reagon, ruspicion and dislike would
linve tnken root, Moreover, the last
two years have taught the Cubans a

vast deal more about the benefiis of
qulet and peaceful government than

they could ever have learned In any

other way. If they have been on extra

good behavior for the sake of showing

us what they could do, that does not

detract at all from the value of the

training they have gained. It I8 too

early as yet to show by facts and fig-

ures what material benefit Cuba has

galned from the reciprocity act whicks
went Into effect Inst December, 'l'l:‘
fact that the law wag pending causod

the Cuban sugar ready for exportation

lnst fall to be held back in order to

secure the benefit of the lower dutios,

As a result Cuba gent us during the

first three months of this year goods

to the value of $23,000,000, as agninst

$12,000,000 In  the ecorresponding

months of 1903. At the same time our

exports to Cuba Increaged from $5,200,-

000 to $0,500,000, the more fmportant

Inereases being in flour, cotton ecloth,

sewing machines, locomotives, lumber,

leather and furniture. Beyond gues-

tion onr merchantg can secure enlarged

markets In Cuba if they but exert

themselves to take advantage of the

preference In their favor, while it is to

be anticipated that Cuba's industrial

and agricultural development will fur-

nish proof that it has been greatly

stimulated, even before the present

year is out.

If any one thinks that the United
States has a monopoly of all the en
ergy and enterprigse he should revise
his opinions forthwith. The whole
world is wide-awake, and every peo-
ple is alert for opportunitles for ad-
vancement, ‘T'here are the Russians,
for Instance, whom we have been ne-
customed to regarvd as somewhat slow
nnd behind the times. They have re-
cently secured the services of Hornce
G. Burt, formerly president of the
Union Pacific Railrond Company, fo
assist them in making the Siberian
rallroad as eflicient as the transcontl-
nental roads in the United States,
where the problems of carrying trains
across wide plains and over snow-
capped mountains have been solved.
Then there are the Spaniards, who are
planning for eloser trade relations with
the Spanish-speaking peoples of South
Amerlea. And the Germans are seek-
ing outlets for thelr surplus popula-
tion In countries which will buy the
products of the German factories. The
iritish are considering plans for a
commercial federation of their colonles
for the development of their resources
amd the preservation of the trade of
the mother country. The French are
developing thelr possessions in North-
ern Africa and undertaking the re-
clamation of the Sahara, as well as
pushing their railronds across the 'y«
renees into Northern Spain, And all
these people are studying the Ameri-
cans, that they may avoid our mis-
tnkes and protit by our successes,
Within a few weeks the ‘reports of
two independent British commissions
to this country have been made pulb-
He.  An official of the rallway depart-
ment of Indla, after a tour of tho
United States, reports that “the one
idea In the minds of the American rail-
way men Is to ‘get there.'" He thinks
that this is the secret of Amerlean
railway success. One of the members
of a private commission to study the
relation of the schools to Amerlean
commereial success says that *“The
schools have not made the people what
they are, bBut the people, being what
they are, have made the schools.” The
“Amerlean peril,” of which we hear
much, that the Americans shall
grow complacent and satistied with
themselves, instead of keeping thelr
place In the company of the other
wide-awake peoples,
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Health Up in the Arctio.

The advantages offered by the turce
months of arctle summer are so nu-
merous that there have appeared re-
cently several announcements of flont-
ing and permanent hospitals for pa-
tlents suffering from incipient pulmons
ary affections and neurasthenie states,
says American Medieine, It Is pro-
to erect a sanitarium on the
shores of Lake Torne, in Lapland, a
tong and beautiful sheet of water at
Wassijauve, near the end of the Ofote
rallroad.  That railroad, it
twentioned, Las only one statlon In a

121 There Is no hu-
man dwelling near the station, which
on the line between Sweden and
Norway, and was erected solely for tha
requirements of the customs office. Ex«
cept for n small settlement at 'Wassi-
Jauve, the only sign of human exlste
ence In the distriet 18 the oceaslonal »
passage of a few Laplanders wii. thele
herds of reindeer. Already there has
been Installed at this spot a sclentifie
stution In a solldly bullt blockhouse
contiining seven rooms, and It 18 pro-
posed to bulld the sanitarium In the
same way.—British Medizal Jousrnp!,

&1 sl

may be

distance of miles,

is

It's n smart baby that understands
the baby talk its mother indulges .

The wise man who has anything to
Sy to a wule says it o Lis face,




