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Official Corruption.

HE greatGovernments and the great municipal
itles of the world have a problem befors them
which as yet they have not falrly faced, but
which they must face If they are to make sure
\lIn times of emergoncy of the efficlency of thelr
[Jagents, The growing hunger for money as the
¥ one absolute conditton of endurable life, the
Inereasing severity of the competition for great contracts,
and the decaying abhorrence of muicide all tend to the de-
velopment of “corruption” In Ita official sense, that is, of
bribetaking by officials, and of steallng from HState and
municipal departments, No forin of government seems to
protect the natlons from It. We have less of it than most
countries, becanse under our soclal conditions the clana
which really governs has been taught from early childhood
to regard bribe-taking ar a waorge dishonor even than cheat-
Ing at cards, and becanse thote who suffer are absolutely
free to complain; but even here, when the Government Is
forced to apend millions suddenly, rings are formed to get
some of that money, and the taxpuyer Is Heeced through
preposterous charges and illleit commisslons. * * *

It 18 a great blot on modern elvilization, which In many
respects depends upon efliclency for suceess. Efficlency and
corruption are wholly Incompatible. Some think that cer-
ruption produces only waste, and that they can bear waste;
but that 18 a false view. Corruption, In the first place,
arrests the employment of the best men In leading posl-
tlons, for the whole energy of the corrupt Is devoted to
preventing thelr promotion, or If they are promoted, to
rendering thelr positions untenable. In the second place,
corruption makes energetic administration nearly Impossi-
ble, for no Government ever loses the hope of preventing
it; and to prevent It most of them apply an Infinity of
“checkn,”" every one of which occuples part of the time of
the executive officer, and increases the load of respongl-
bility under which at last he dare do nothing without pre-
vious sanetion, And, In the third place, corruption I8 not
only fatal to the very ldea of duty, but te the hablt of
performing It

A perfect remedy for corruption Is hard to find, beeause
It requires a change In the motives of the corrupt which
Bovernments eannot produee, and which soclaty will not be
at“the paing to encourage effectively; but two or three
pallintives might at least be tried, One 8 to protect those
who complain. Another I8 to pay all those who have any-
thing whatever to do with contracts at least decently, a rule
often neglected In the case of the experienced but subor-
dinate men upon whose judgment thelr less expeorienced
superiors In matters of business compelled to rely. And a
third is to declare hribe-glving and bribe-recelving a form of
trenson severely punishable whenever it is proveyl
Bpectator,
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Social Gravitation,
HE census provest incontestubly that the dreift
of population cltyward reached Its maximum
some years ago, and has begun to recede. Some
one has suld: “Hereafter the elty and the coun-
try will march slde by slde, with even step.”

Even this 18 hardly probable. The change of
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delft I1s owing to economleal conditions thar

will continue strongly to favor the country. Population
will still move out and differentiate from the masses. In
fact, the coming deal seems to be rather an evenly dis
tributed suburbanism, covering the whole country; while
the cities will remain as ganglin, Following this ideal the
clty will grow more country-like, while the country will
ktendily ilu]l-llru those privileges which have heretofore be
longed to the eity.

According to a recent census bulletin, 159 towns show
an Inerease of 32 per cent during the lust ten vears, which
Is about the average of the lnerense of the whole country
The relative gain of citles from 1880 to 1800 was from 22
to 29 per eent—or 7 per cent positive Inerense—but from
1800 to 1900 this Increase was only about 23 per cent.
I'his tells the story with accuracy. It does not warrant us
In assuming that clties will cease to grow, but that rela-
lively they will cease to grow ns fast as the country, * ¢ *
A potent cause for depopulating the country came In with
dmproved machinery. Parm work could be done with few
i bands, A single reaper would replace ten men. Costly
machinery could be profitably used only on large farms.
Fet a single reaper might serve a dozen small farm owners
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GREAT AGRICULTURAL DISCOVERY §
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Fourfifths of every breath of air
which the lungs ifnhale is pure nltro-
gen, It Is one of the commonest of
the elements, And yet, save a writer
in Harper's Monthly, 1t Is the one thing
for the lack of which wheat fields,
cotton flelds and corn flelds are aban
doned as “"worn out™ because It s the |
most expensive plaunt food for wmun to
supply to the soll, and one which maost
plants are nnable to absorb in its pure
state from the alr, To remedy this
the Department of Agriculture at
Wiashington s preparing to distribute

of nitrogen,

he planted beans

except nitrogen.

sorbed by plants

Professor Nobbe, a German investi-

the nodules would grow in soil devold | for
Without the nodules the
| lupines would not grow.
some of the radiocola from the Ill-lllllr*-.w'i to place thew in the farmers'
und propagated them in gelatine i1l | He grew them by millions and puclked
he bad many millions of the gerins.
He then put into three jars equal
quantities of sterilized sand
Ing no nitrogen whatever,

tillzedl with all the usunl plant foods |

plied with the same food
peter, a form of uoltrogen easily ab-| who did not

llke the first, and In addition fnoculat-
ed sand with his radiocols

far, the Fssatern States were at the
groater disndvantage, the deserted farms were common
throughout New England. It was wiser to go West with
small eapital, and leave the homestend to go back to wil
derness, ruther than to remain and be starved. This state
of affairs, in aggravated symptoms, continued untll neax
the close of the nineteenth century. * * * A cause for
the reaction which we chronicle, is the splandid increase In
the value of farm products, brought about by our having
socurad the world's markets. Commercial expansion dur
Ing the last ten years has immensely Increased the expor
tatlon of nearly everything that the farm produces. Our
frults, our meats, our corn are now found in every market
of the globe. There I no longer any fear of overproduc
tion: we have only to ingist on the open door prineiple and
free competition. ‘The farmer can apply his whole attention
to the inecreawe of products, and the conquest of Inseet and
fungoid enemies. Agriculture la proving itself to bhe once
more what It was In the early part of the last century,
the most Independent of all the indogtries.—New York In
depondent

cooperatively. So

fForts and Naval Attacks.,

NE of the surprises of the Far Hastern war s
the fallure of the fort guns to do more damags
in the attacking fleets, It was a matter of falth
among the nuthorities thut not even the strong:
IR LGN est 1nodern battleship could safely attack an
SN oroctive modern fort, armed with long-range
heavy guna. England is at present making s
number of long-range fort guns for the defense of her south
coust, and it Is calculated that these guna will easily be
uble to throw a twelve or thirteen-inch shell across the
Stralts of Dover, so that it would not seem to be worth
while for France even to take her Channel squadron out
of port, much lesa to uttempt to land In the face of such an
overwhelming attack. But this is mere theory. The truth
Is, that, although the welght and range of these guns have
veen steadily increasing the human powers which are to
usge them have not shown, and are not likely to show a cor-
responding progress.  While a gun can carry a shell across
the Stralts of Dover, the gunner who could make n hit of
twenty miles s yet unborn; neither evesight nor fineness
of mnd are equal to the task. Nor would the atmosphers
permit It, if they were, Attacks by floets are made by see;
and the sea Is proverblally untrustworthy In the matter ol
weather. Alr currents, mists, uneven radiution, miruge
and a dozen glmllur canses deflect the shot and the vision
which directs it. Moreover, no one nowadays is llkely to
attack a fort at close range In broad daylight. The Port
Arthur bombardments were nearly sl at night, and some
of them In snowstorms. It I8 intelligible that a ship al
Sea can more or less locate n posltion on land, such as the
trolden HIN above Port Arthur, over a town where there
ure certaln to be some lights at least: but the fort has ne
lights to gulde It In loeating the ship, except the momentary
flash of the guns, which glve hardly any opportunity for
alming, In the case of the Viadivostok bombardment, i
seems that the Japanese fleet were too far off to do any
dnmnge, and, therefore, too far off to recelve any. It i3
also likely that the object of that attack was to draw the
Russinan fire in order to locate their forts: the RNussians
seemed to have divined this, and naturally abstained from
firing.— Harper's Weekly.

No Thought of Annexation.

I1E United Siates regards Canada as unde,
British  Tmperial suzeralnty, an independend
sovereign nation, whose title {8 as valid as that
of any nation on the globe. It has no thonght
of annexing Canada against her will, nor does
it, Indeed, regard annexation as necessary or
Inevitable. 1t is not sltting up o' nights to coux
or to coerce the Dominfon into unfon with the Republi
If ever Canada should at her own will seek such unlon
the United States would probably be cordially responsive
But, If Canada never does seek it, the United States wil!
regard with entire unanimity and satlsfaction the prospect
of contluuing for all time to share this continent with an
other great English-speaking commonwenlth, and will only
hope for constantly increasing sentiments of mutual esteen
and constantly strengthening bonds of frlt-nn]ship between
these two soverelgn natlons.-—New York Tribune.
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lupines,  Accordingly bhe has labored
to produce highly speclalized bacterin
oach crop—gnrdening BOrms
tradned to grow thelr specialty

lupines which had

He obtained aving done thls, W8 next move was

hands,

them in bottles of gelatine. All thaf
the farmer needed to do was to dilute
contiin lﬂu- gelatine with warm water, mix

In each jar$ With the seed and a lttle soll, pardally

The first he for-| Ary the mixture and sow it. The
germs did the rest,
The second he sup There wns much opposition to the

and salt- | new “fertilizer,” and one old farmer
belleve In It planted in
# big tield a lot of the inoculated seed
in a big letter “N." Professor Nohlg

having named the gelatine compound

The third he fed

among farmers a substance resembhbling
compressed yeast, which will raise, not
bread, but ecrops; for when applied
to certain phnts It will enable them
to take abundant nitrogen from the at-
mogphere. The “yeast” Is really a
mass of germs, which bid fair to be-
come most efficient gardeners.

It has long been known that elover
and other leguminons crops flourish in
“worn-out" soll, and when plowed into
it partinlly restore the fartility of it
Btudying thls phenomenon, sclentists
have found that In such a woll the
plants have nodules, lttle bunches or
swellings, on their roots, which they
do not have when grown elsewhore.
These nodules are formed by bacteria

cu!lgd radiocoia,

I'he result was extremely interest
ing. The beans all came up, and for a
few days grew allke. Then the first
lot, having no nitrogen, turned yellow
and died, The second continued to
grow in normal fashion. But the third,
although It got no nitrogen in the soll,
flourishied far beyond Its nelghbor, and
developed a luxuriant and  healthy
growth, showing that the radiocoln
had enabled It to draw its nitrogen
from the alr.

Professor Nobbe carried his experi-
ments much further. He showed that
while In neutral soil radiocola are all
ulike, once they have associated them-
salves with a given plant, as clover,
they become very nearly nseless for
other plants, such as besns and

“Nitragen." The farmer was amazed
and convinced when above all his oth.
er beans that year there stood out the
letter “N" In luxuriant and Lieulthy
plants,

Professor Nobbe's glass jars are in.
conveulent to handle, g0 the United
states Department of Agricultare. fols
lowing up his experlments, has hit
upon the “compressed yeast cake
plan” as simple and satisfactory.

A Repeater,

Tess—I permitted him to kiss me ag
condition that he wouldu't mention it
to anyoue.

Jess—And did he?

Tens—Wall—er-—be repeated it the
very next minute.

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER.
By Rev. D. 6, Wylle,

The early home of man was a gar-
flen, an Eden., It was a beautiful
place, bathed with rosy light and the
dewy freshness of morning's creation,
Heaven was reflected 1n the purity of
earth.

It i= generally belleved that the prin-
cipal theme of Canticles, or the Song
of Bolomon, is the church. The text
spenks of the church ns a garden, a
spice garden rather than a flower gar-
den. God means that, like a garden,
the church should be a place of benuty,
security and fruitfuluess, When the
Christian, In his church, produces in
lils life spiritoal fruit God is well
pleased, God guarde the chureh with
A vigilance surpassing that of an orlen-
tal vineyard owner. As the mountains
encirele Jerusalem, ro God surrounds
his people. Night and day, in storm

ind In ecalm, In sunshine gand In
shadow, God's eye {8 on his holy
chureh. "I, the Lord, do keep it; 1

will water It every moment; leat any
hurt it, I will keep it night and day.”

The north wind of the text is a
pymbol of that which hurts the church,
In the seriptures the nortu wind sig-

nifles adveralty, In our climate it
means cold,  cheerless,  unpleasant
weanther. When the ey blasts from

the north fall upon us we are plerced
Ly its sharpness and protect ourselves
with the coats of wool and fuar. It Is
the north wind that drivea the sheep
nid eattle from the fields to places
of shelter and protection. It Is the
north wind, also, that brings lee and
gnow, closes navigation, lays a death-
like upon nature, and often
causes anffering to familes and death
to birnds and beasts. No garden can
flonrtsh under the blast of a north
wind.

All this means that often the Chris-
thin churcl must suffer adversity and
pass through persecution. It may be
the north wind of poverty, or worldli-
ness, or unholy living: but, whatever
It is, the chureh is injured and does
not prosper. It i a cause for Joy that
at such a time Godl watohes over and
protects his ehureh.

The soth wind is a symbol of bless-
Ing aml prosperity. When it blows
softly the snow banks and the lee In
lakes and rivers melt: the touch of
winter disappears from the air: the
earth revives; gardens and fields look
bloom and blossoms cover the
trees of orchards and forests; flow-
ers spring up everywhere, and the air
s filled with sweet perfume and the
songs of bhinds,

sllenee

Ereen;

We have here the bellever pmying
that God wonld bless the church with
all gracions influences: that the sowth
witd may blow upon God's garden
Everything depends upon this; for the
gpirit of Gol alone can &tir up new
affections, make sinful lives beantiful,
Quicken and revive dormnnt energles,
and Al the life with peace, joy, and
hollness, The ahureh to-day needs the
gracious influences of the =outh wind
of God's favor,

The resalt of God's
the chinreh is seen. It s frult.
the south wind blows the splees of
the parden flow out. God expects the
church to be fraitfol; toproduce saints:
& noble manhood and womanhood: fine
types of Christian oharacter, They
that are planted In the house of the
Lanyl onght to flourish.

Whaut

hlessing upon

When

nre some of the

sweet and
Levdi Spiees whileh should flow from
the church-—the garden of God? The

answer is, Christinn charmeter and the

Christlan graces.
We mention the sweet
Yol

true

splee of de

affeotion,  Heavenly mindedness,

1|r-'ur7'nll to (sexl amd to nutn Is

one of the splees of the garden,  Fol

lowers of Jesus should set thelr af
fectlon on things above.

Gentleness  and  hoamanity  should
flow from Christlan lives. ‘Thils 18 one

Of the heavenly graces that ought to

adorn every Christlan, God loves the
gentloe Joesus Christ
Sei8 i noble exumple which we should
rili'.u“'

and huanrbie sonl
God resisteth the proud, but
glveth grace to the humble
Brothierly love s a spiee of God's
garmlen: a fralt of God's splrit; heav
en's supreme test of true diseipleship
If we love the hrethren we know that

we have passod from death to life
If we hate our brother we abide in
death,

Devotlon to Christ and a deep loye
for his kingdom s another frult of
God's garden when the south wind of
divine favor blows. When (Whiristians
are truly devoted to all that Is good,
pure, noble, and holy It I8 a Que evi-
dence that the south wind is blow
ing.

Likeness to Christ is another sl
#plee of the garden, the churcisn I
should be the high aim of all to learn
of Christ, walk In his footsteps, and
grow Into his image. If we are tru)
and genuinely Christiike the wor“
will be convinced that we have be
with Jesus and have learned from him
the secret of holy Hving. ‘'“The fruit
of the spirit is love, Joy, peace, long
suffering, gentleness, meekness, tem-
perance.” Here 18 a cluster of price
lega jowels, richly set, which should
ndorn every Christlan life!
TOLERANCE 18 BSPREADING.

By Rev. W. Hanson Pulsterd.

One most hopeful glgn of the vital
Ity of religion among us Is its in
creasing neglect of what is merely for-
mal. In all churches we find to-day
A tolerance, a humanity, a reasonahle-
ness, which are In no amall degree the
resnlt of our national prerogatives of
religlous Iiberty, democracy and edu-
cation. The days are long past in thi
country when it was possible to laj
that whoever did not hold to the trin.
Itarlan formulas of past authority
“shall without doubt perish everlast!
Ingly.”

Moreover, the abandonment of the
old unreasoning intolerance s due in
no amall measure to the nead of re-
ligion. God, Jesus, the Christian
spirit, figure less In the abstract state-
ments of the creeds, but as men seak
to live figure Increasingly as actual fac-
tors in the development of a finer type
of manhond.

[t Is not s0 much an intellectual as
a practical wotive which underlies the
process.  That form of religion will
ulttmately prevail which best serves
the end of helping men to meet the
demands of life with the largest mens.
ure of strong, resolute self-possession.
That it may better serve that supreme
end religion Is everywhere emerging
from the narrow precincts of the
creads to renew her youth in the cleap
open alr of truth and fact in which
men best come to the fullness of theis
manhood.,

MORMONISM IS SCORED.
By Rev. Frederick C. Priest.

Mormonism is a4 menace; first, to the
howe; second, to the public schoo)
system; third, to the State. The gov-
erament of the United States reecog-
nzed the fact that the teaching, or-
ganizatlon and practices of the mors
mon chureh were n mennee to these
three institntions and provided in tha
enabling aect that the menace to the
home—polygamy—should be forever
prohibited in the State of Utah by an
oridlinanece in her constitution: also that
the constitution should provide for the
free public achool system and that it
ghould contain a further provision that
no chureh should dominate the State
or Interfere with Its funetions,

As soon as the proclamation declar-
ing Utah to be a State was (ssued,
however, the mormon people changed
from thelr good behavior of five or
slx years amd resumidd the old prae-
tice of polyganmy—rthe chief menace to
the home. But thelr ehief violation of
the compact between the State and the
nation, and that which {8 a most dan-
gerous menace to the government, was
that the mormon chureh immedintely
began to dominate the State, not only
dictating as to the electlon of officers,
but also seeking to econtrol the legiss
lation In the State as to the laws and
the enforeement thereof.

Short Meter He-rmm:l.

He who cereates can control.

A real grlef needs no unlform.

Character is Inecorruptible eash.

Man is
Eitn.

harp and not a hand or

Nothing 18 lost into a

heart

that falls

Paldlers of seandal are sure to bae
infected,

A man does not have to bhe congeals
el to he onln.

The heart of the present 1s the hopé
of the future,

Affectation is the language of con
sclous Inferiority,

Sclence is gimply the
the mind of the Supreme.

search Inte

The gshepherd's erook needs no crook.
tdness in the shepherd,

The who have
days did it with a telescope,

What a man gets always depends
on what he is willlng to lose.

Some preaching is about as filling
n8 a bill of fare in the desert,

The eynie 18 0 man who sees his
own heam and ealls it the world,

People who withhold gratitude are
apt to do wholesgle grumbling.

It I8 no use being better than otly

ers unless we are hetter than our old
Aelvea,

people seen better

There is a difference between ckain
lng the right to rule and trying to

ruke aright,
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