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The Secret Dispatch

L)
. By JAMES GRANT
S SRS NS AL NSNS AN ST
CHAM'ER X1 ! ) il the » whee  fd
Twenty-four miles vnstward of ! f
the smell town pmid fortress ol J i " of n
pelburg stands ot o point whan thiwe | | ’ T, |
Ivsen from the Loake of  Ladogn 1 | { "
on the lert bnuk of the river I i i el | it
On un Island, whora the vive T o nre enl rois ex
the boke nnd monts 3 ravial, b bovnalt Llie tremely awkwnrd for you, aud becomes
fort, which is about four hundied yord Ko comi e il oV biowtir
pagianre; M walld are of stone, o Y ey | 1 in " i it the digpateh
nud M feot in heght, terminnbiog in el heapdi koen, rmtlike eyeas on
bnttlemvnits sanild tarvets of nubigue Foru Hnlg e, Wi i |
The pnwdinge to this island is by o lon Were Basi]l Microwitz or Usakall, the
draw bl ge giandwon of Mpzeppn, ot the Cpstle of
The guned which kept thin formiidable | 1a i nny time during Sour BojJourn
pinte prison, where moany u hogpaele Iy | thevrs
wns walied through the rasty hors of (ts So, exeallency, neither of them woere, "
prison ;.'lll!l o T witer b | hed 1 Lits Mhy l'-llll'-HT|". but enan yon
dogn, wus compored entively of o holy of wihire It
dismountoed Cossnoks, lectomd Tor Lhe O my honor do T swenre it! But
.lill‘|ll|'\'|', e the sk of Kew I 1T A el | why?"
Ingg the dethroned Emperor Ivon was “I have hnd bad news from the hond
onn of no sonll vesponsibaliny i am quarters of vour reghiment, and from |
porinnce, Livatennnt Genernl Weymarn, sinee you
A guard of these men recelved Balo | Jare Naveeorod, ™
goule ot the gnte nnd drawhridege with And these tidings, exeelleney %
n profound military salote; nnd o pietor “Are to the effect that vonr friends,
esque nepect they prosented, o their | the two subalterns, huve Loth deserted,
arms finshed in the murky hight of Ihvl“uh wevernl soldiers, nll of whom are
grent oll lnntern that swung o the dark, | patives of the Ukeaine, and are nowhere

welrd and deep maouthed arehwaoy

The great masses of the
ghontly nnd shirouded, with  faint red
lights glenpming out here and there; the
cuorimous strength of the gates, toget et

[ LEOMS,

with the dimenlties e experiencesd
wrocuring ndmis=ion, all served to m
iress npleasantly on the mind of Charlie

Balgonie a sinte of extreme watehiol
ness, of suspicion, amd mistrost; ool
also 1 sense of vast responsibility of the
chirge confided by Catherine to Colonel
Blernikolr,

That gallant oMeer amd estimable per
ponnge had retired long sinee, and Lien

tennnt  schiekin  informed inlgonie,
would be quite invisible 1 brenk st
time  tomorrow, when  the sdispateh

would be delivered to him; and o sigh
of roal finnoyanee l'm':llwl! Churlie whien
he found that this adious paper was to be
yout eiht or in his
socret pocket,

He repaired to the oMeers’ gunrdroom
ot the harvier gate, and there, wriapped
In his clonk, Iny down (o sleep, nwl if
possible to dream of Notplie; hot he hind
undergone too moach toil ftor such gentle
phantusig, w0 he wlept like o
till the sun was high in heaven, uvnawank
onod even by the deep hoom of the morn
g gun, as it pealed neross the Loake of
Lindogn: but ultimately he was roused by
Pachekin and Captain Viasfief, o very

andsome young man, bat  erael gl
eartless, whom ultimately he detosted,
hewe, after shoking hands heavtily, an
nounced that Bernikofl nwanited
bimn nt brenkfast and was not in o mood
to brook much delay.,

His hasty toilet waos complete,
anid he was speadily ushersd into o plain,
almost naked whitewnshed  apartment
archod with stone, IHere, at o tnble of

lnin Memel timber, destitute of eloth,

nt on which muassive silver vessels with

rudely formed wooilen amd  plnd
tors wore oddly intermingled, was seatod
the Governor,

“Hanil to you-—1 wish you health,” said
Bernikofl, conrteounly enough, in the old
Russinn fashion, nnd presenting his hond
to Chuarlie, who took it, shuddering, ns
he remembered the fate of Peter 111
Ywelcome o Schlusselborg
Ivanoviteh Balgonie.”

Bernikoff, who wore a dark green un
Aress uniform Caeed with searlel, was
man well up in years; he had fieree nid
shining black eyes that made soldier
and serf alike guail beneath their gaze;

ol they were small, conning amd twink

rin;.: eved, the lnshes of which wera haolf
closed-—the eyves of one
the crel tyrant on
eringing slnve on the other,

“Beat yourself, eaptain, and
to breakfnst, while I rend your
lll'lll'il,'I sald the governor, "It s from
Catharine Christinnowon hersalf! "1
Caurina but heaven is highere!"
hl‘ miladedd, |-1JI-'|I|'.: the pnper on his Tor
hoend, as he bowed over it and then tak

soane hours ore

Illll'll!lll|~|'

Utolonel
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noet
the
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who

one hand

}Il‘llt'l‘t-ll
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% great,

tng an enormons pineh of saufl e pro
cecded to peruse that document which
had proved of such tronble to the begrer

The exes of Balgoaie, Tseliekin and
Viasfief, whe alae were prosent, worn
fixedl fnguivingly  aposs him 1l 3
rll‘..l.l s that the conteonts distartwdd i
greatly: he grew p [ nid fhushad )
turns; | Brows conteacted 1o o terrible
frown; o rod spark of light ghitters]
his eves. and s Hps were compracsil

Ak, the Asiptios) the geenrsed Al
fes!” he mutterad. "Uhis s n most opproe
brious epithet in Ruossia,  amd  exeited
sgome surprise in his hearers

He cavefully folded the dispateh, and
turning sternly  to Charlie, wha was
keeping his eyes on him, and drinking

his coftee the while, he sald;

“Iyvanoviteh Balgonie, there is a fenth
er in the senl—the usunl sign of haste
among us here In Russing yet you have
not troubled yourself with much

for this dispateh is dated Novgorod more |

than a month baeck!™

SPermit explain,
said DBalgonie, eagerly, uand
too.

1 ghall be glad if yon ean explain it,"
said Bernikoff, with increasing sternness,
“I have known a general, n leader in
ten battles, degraded, knouted, and sent
to hunt the ermine with a eannon ball at
his heels for a smaller dereliction of duty
than this™

Balgonie's heart beat very fast while
he related Lis story-—of his being misled
by & traitor twice; of the passage of the
Louga al ﬁ'li:}l terrible hazard; of his

me 1o !"{l‘t‘”-'lll‘}'.“

anxiously,

l'n[n:nul

spead, |

[ 1o be Foumd, thongh pursned by o whole
compnny of L
| “Dresertol !
COHCern
“Yion the
Bornikaofl,
I"or wome moments intense anxioty and

' t [
LTI

vried Balgonie with real

cursed Asiaties!”  replied

|

I nlarny bewildered Dalgonie, and he felt
Iimself grow pale ot a time when wsix
senrching eves were bhoeot with a doubt-

ful expression upon him,  He rememboer-
| ol the hostility, the threptening and mys
[terious worids of Natalie, and grow alinost
| siek with apprehension of he knew not
what, na he mattered inapudibly;

“Hasil deserted—and his eonsin, too!
The whole family will be inculpated and
degradoml, Oh, Natalie, my hapless love!
Dl Genernl Weymarn state this in his
ispatel " e neked aloud
I “He did, and nt enid
you."

“T'o me, l‘\l'l'”l'lll'.\ ™

its referred to

“Yes; here is the dooument, and it eon-
cludes thus: "As T and the regiment of
Smolensko will shortly mareli into St
Petershurg, Captain Carl Ivanoviteh Bal
gonle nesd not return to Nov gorod; but,
'mlIil then, shall attach himself to your
staff, and remain in Sehlusselburg, where,
L ore long, you may require all the good
service he ean render you-Woymarn'"

Great were the mortificntion and dis
gust of Balgonde on learning that he was
[ to remnin for an indefinite perid in on
plinea so revolting and uncomtortable, and
with no other society than that of three
militnry jailers—eruel, hardhearted and
avaricions Muoscovites of the worst kind:
nnd with these orders died his hopes of
revisiting, as he intended, Louga, on his
return, and of seeing Notalie ngain,

linder the ban, as all the Lhousgehold of
Mierowitz would bhe now, should he ever
fee her more?  Every wany fate and the
tide of events seemed to be against him

anid her, already in the very dawn of
their love"
“And pow, gentlemen,” snid the (ov-

ernor, lowering his voies, “the Hmpress'
Hapateh eontnins only two lines, thus:
A seheme is formed to free Prince Lvan,
Lt hiim not fall alive ioto the hands of
those who come to seek for him!" Nor
he!™ exelaimed Dernikofl, with fe
rocions enthusinsm, “Long life to her
imperinl mujesty Catharine Christinpow-
nn—hureah!"

“Huarrah, hurrah!' added Viasfief and
the Hewtenant

DBalgouie, also, as in duty Loumd, es
sayed to “horeah,” but the sound died
uway on his lips.

wliall

CHAI"TER X1,

I'ull of anxious thoughts, Balgonie
pussed more than half of the sueceonding
day on the ramparts of the eastled prison
avoiding Colonel Borikolf, Cap
tnin Viasfief and their subaltern, Trehe
Kin, none of whom wera consonant to his

| taste, for gll were deep gemblors
O three sides, ftar aroonnd this island
: prisan, strotehied the waters of Ladoga
| the Inrgest lnke in KEarope
Iy the somewhnt ry view of
Lhis ekl inland =en, he irned to sur
\ the I with nll Its strenet
'l I 1y wni gratedd win Ws 1l
oy ! fonnon, il thided h |
1\ T bl biva very remarkable oo
wl I | rving him 1 i the I
it I of igly | | and arel
ol w w of tl i
| 15 N pale i I | ils
i IO-—=Erny il Yy in ey
I i fn oL TR | the
gl indication of a1 he, Dt
for whieh, in its paleness sl extremns
delicacy of Teature ml 1 ., It might
hnve passed for that of o twin brotls
lof Natalie Mlerowna!

Sudilenly it was detected by £
sentinel, who shouted shirilly and slapped
the butt-end of his loaded musketoon: on
this the fnee instantly disappenred,

This war he concerning whom Ral-
gonie had brought that tervible dispateh

Ivan, the deposed FEmperop—tihe pris-
oner of Schlasselbarg!

“Twenty-three years!” thounght Balgo:
nie with a shudder; “twenty-three vears
in that tower—since his very babyhood

oy, It is terrible!"

Other ears had heard the shout of the
eontinel: for now a man, who in a bont
mad been fishing near the s
denly shipped a pair of seulls and pulled
nway toward the town with an nir of
alarm that seemed equalled only by his
iah'\lvl.'iiy, This fisher had hover-

a Cosanel
)

[l;;!“-?. o,

ilt'l 1

nll day,

Ing nbout the fortre

“Can he
he the gYPRY -~ the r<lireedd 7' fhr.ll'l.l'.:ht
Charlie: “nh! the dispatelr 8 out of my
I;,:'l'i' fifaws o

| UL for Dnlgouie, there wnn 4
"o in « It an Yareci '”’er"l,
t f nid | MRty
T ] iy whnt he en
dared  From ) n with
i f (*n 1 B 114
1 3 yowhile he wonld
ilv he e | i { r return
[ tsener I ' ] ! Hegiment
iy Wt i i cnnp
1 } T 1 POV
GEHOL very unwilling
I | 1 ) i Hng
tiv 1t (. | e Ivan, and the
prt f i 4] of thut inter
W le n doep ond sad lmpression
L}
| ' f t hod rendered Ivan's fen-
Topre i I ded) : -‘”-'l.
\ i I nstrndnt nod
SUL I, ir amd very bhepu
tiftul dark oy nil ift, subdued and
thnstenod s | i thiut w singulnrly
touching mied wing T tane of his
voiere wna nlan g nnd alluring
"![lu-;.-.'l. T, I he, prosenting his
bond to Falaor 1 rejoics 1o meet
vou, 1if one who VLT Y U] ~H:~'r|;.:nl"
an mine can |} I to rojoice; hut you
e one to whont T may talk o Httle withe-
ot ilanger—aol Futher Chrysostom?
And he has told I l-[-ul,r I, thnt you
nre not & Itu nt TH ntive of gRome
istand thnt is ot viny In the sen, What
are you? A 'I'nrt n VPeherkesse? Oh,
o, you eannot b ther I know them;
for they il he added, with a
litthe shudder
“1 s yvour f(riend, believe me, Ivan
Antonoviteh," replied Balgonie
As they were rotiring the prince sald:
"H-w;vr-]i-t'rl_ v huve flr"l‘[il,"l BOMe=
thing."
It waos the locket with Natalie's hair.
“What is in this?" asked lvan, with
childlike Interest
“A lork of hair, your highness, It i |
the gift, the ecuvenir of a lndy [ love,

nnd who lovey of
your own,"
“A womnn?t said
“Yes, excellenes
“1 have never looked npon A woman's
faece, and kunow not what It is like;
though the Empress visited me when a

child, as I have been told, 1 have heard

me, 0 countrywoman

Ivan, ponderingly.

FLEET AGAIN HARD Hil

TUSSIA SUFFERING UNDER AN
OTHER CRUSHING BLOW.

Forty-five UOMcers

Destroyea Vesssl

Men Periah
Day of Mourn«

nnd on

Iong for Russinns at St

- retermsburg,

| ST.PETERSHURG,—It was oflic-
fally announced “today that the tor-
pedo destroyer Hezstrashal was cub
off from the rest of the Russian Neet
at. Port Arthur and sunk Ly the
Inpanese, and that her ecrew was
lost; that the buttleship 1"obleda
accidentally struck a mine while
maneuvering, but was able to return
to the harbtor without loss of hife.

Rear Admiral Prince Ouktomsky
wires from Port Arthur today that
the Bezstrashol, one of the Russian
torpedo boats sent out daring the
nlght to reconnmter, hecnme
ated from the rest of the Neel owing
to the bhad weather prevailing, w
surronunded by Japanese torpedo houat
destroyers and was sunk 1o the tght
Five men were saved,

Admiral Ouktomsky adds:

Sepir-

“'T have taken command provision-
ally of the fleet since the disaster to
the Petropaviovsk,

“During sowe maneuvering of the
pattleship squadron the Pobieda
struck against a mine amidships on
the starboard side. She was able Lo
1egain port by hersell. No one on
board of her was killed or wounded ™'

The Pohelda 18 a battleship of
12,674 tops displacement and of
1.400 horse power,  She is 4011 feet,

long, has 71l feet beam and draws

that they are not bearded like men, []928 feet of wiater and is heavily ar-
shnll lll'\'pvrlHq’l O, |IlI |;‘ f‘-;rhul;l‘l]'lli vet I"]“re” WIIII 5“...| HI"‘ wis "”“I[]Ii'lc
yet—ns often (e “nther 1Ty 8Os~ | ¢ QTS Ny LD &
toin. 1 have droams by day—dreams of in 1901, has ecomplement an 132 men
something else than will  swans  and And estimated speed is 18 Kknots.
bearded Cossaeks—of something to oling | The steel armor f the battleship
to, some one to love mwd be loved by. lyarjes in thickocess from 4 te 914
It must be this kind of love you speak o [y, o pog along her  belt. The arma-
ol, yes, it must!" sakld lvan, as he » Pol o Z g
gnaed with stupid but reverend wonder ment of the obleda consists of four
at the lock of hair ere he returned it to |10-inch guns, eleven 6-ifuch guns and
Balgonie, iqixtm-n 14-inch guns. She has six
“Poor young prince!” exclaimed the

lntter, a8 the chiapliin horvied im away
and the portenllis elunged behind them
in its grooves of

The priest now

slone,

||I".:|-|] Hion | 1) h:i I“il'.

|

thing of sadpess in his tone, and very
little of enthusigsm
"Thus, were 1 to ovder you to blow
Ivan Antonoviteh from the mouth of a
caunon, 1 should expect you to ohey!"
“1 teast that no such test of my obedi-
enee will ever be necessary,” replicd Bals
gonie, with o hattenr which fornikoff
wis somewhnt unused to see among his
suborlinntes,
“We shall have some other and mora
| troublesoime priconers in Seh) b
ore ol ’ il the Giovy 1 witl it
L] Diroow
ok ! TR Ao 1 i
Ol Mierowit 11 Wr.
i Ty | n | chanoel
\l 1 Iinl i voloe
Y n | T
| o T o ' y s
rivid T bt ind ' th
Microw it nd the G \l .
li who L} 1 i
Involvedd Iy some pl has for the time
effeetod hen L] it | WLl
be all before the Scopret | v, nnd
then the knout and the wheel will be at
work with n vengeance!"
The reader may jndge how these and
pimilar remarks aflected poor Charlie: |

| who began to fear that

that if his visiis were to be continued,
the nffuirs of the outer world must in
ny wav he referred to, or the resalt
might be most disastrouns for all con-

corned.

“The seclusion n which the prisoner
i# kept has, 1 fear, impaired his under-
standing,” said Balgonie,

“IHah! do you think so?" grunted Colo-
nel Bernikoff, who overheard the remark,
a8 they Issued from the tower of Ivan,
“You must know, that your genuine Rus-
sinn is like a tiger, ns some writer has it

- tiger who licks the hand of his keep-
er, so long as he is chuined; but who
tears him asunder when loose., The Hin-
press quite understonds this!™
“How is it that you trust me so freely
visit your prisoner?' asked Charlie,
Bernikoff might
bhe laying some enare for him by sccord-
ing this hitherto wiwonted permission.

o

“Beeanse you are the safest man |n
Rusgia to have this hiberty."
“How 1"

“As a soldier of fortune——a stranger
among us—yon can have no sympathy

with anything but the striet and steady vantage of these terrible accldents 'D_

execution of your duty; and the line of
that,” added Bernikoff, darting a keen
slance at the Seot, "us with us all, les
in fidelity to the Empress.'

Prue,” replied

Bolgonie, with some-

while the governor, ns if pleased that he

could thus infliet pain, walked away with

a malleious smile on his somber visage,
(T'o be continued.)

Born in China,
Mme, Bames, the prima donna, spent
the first five years of her life at Shang.
hal, where her father was in practics

a8 o lawyer.

What has become of the old-fashion-
ew schoolgirl who wrote an essay on
| “The Horrors of War?”

torpedo tuhes.

ST, PETERSBURG.—Forty-five of-
cers and men perished on hoard ship
whose destruction was announced
[today

T'he ontieisl bulletin this afternnon
conveying the intelligence of the
[ loss of another torpedo hoat destroyer
and the aceidental erippling of an-
other battleship was almost a8 severa

a blow as the loss of the Petropvloysk
| yesterday and plunged the whole
| town anew into grief,

The Russian word in the text of
the offiefal dispateh deseribing tha
accident to the Pobieda means elther
“mine' or “*torpedo’’ but the quall-
fyng verb indicates something mov-
ing towards the ship. This dispateh
puts an end to the idea prevailing
liere that there had begsn an engage-

jment followlog the disaster to the
[ Petorpavlovsk®
[ It 18 considered remarkable hera

that the Japanese dld net take ad-

|
‘;Lli;u'k Port Arthur.

The Novoe Vreyma today repro-
[ duced a lecture delivered by Admiral
Makarof in 1894 on the subject of
[ the Victoria aod Cam perdown catas-
tropha, In which he pointed out
the inherent weaknass of battleships
and their liability to turn turtle
even wnen their water tight com.
partments are |

clused,
armor g

because thelr
ins ke thoan top heavy,

Senator Detrick Exhonorated.

CANAL BILL PASSED

SBENATE DISPOSES OF
LITTLE DEBATE

IT WITk

BAILEY FOR SPOIL SYSTEN

TEXAN NOT A FRIEND OF Civiy
SERVICE LAW ‘

Declares the OMess Relong te Vietorlow

Farty, nnd Wanld Go to the
Limit Had ¥e the
Opportunity
WASHINGTON—=After a day des

votred to quliet, routine procecdings
Lthe senate was treiated to a spirited
[ sperech by Mr. Dally just before ad
[ lournment on the question of civh
service,  The subject came up ie
ronnection with a paragreaph In the
sundry clvil appropeiation bill, Mr,
dally annonneed in plain terms that
he bad no sympathy with the “‘ip
ridescent dream' of  elvil service,
He declared that each parity shoale
control  the partonage while is
power, and avowed himself a spoils.
man.

Mr. Hale was in accord with much
that Mr. Ballev said, but bheld con-
gress could not be induced to change
the law, even though convinced that
It should be changed.

The Panama canal bill occupied
the major portion of the day and
was passed without divisign, Mr.
Sponner made a vigorous speech im
support of the Wll and was replied
to hy Mr. Morgan.

The civil service appropriation bil

was taken up and when the senate
adjourned about half _of it had beem
read,

The senate todavy passed a joint
resolution ordering the printing of
10,000 coples of he report of the
anthracite coal strike commission,

The joint resolution authorizing
Maj. T. W, Symon of the corps of

sn¢ineers to act as coosulting en-
gineer in connection with the navi-
gable ecanals of New York was
ndopted without debhate,

The postoftice
was referred to
mittee,

A bill extending to the outlying
possessions of the United States the
law prohibiting the transmission by
express of obscene literature frome
pne state to another was passed.

The Panama capal bill was takes
up and its reading continued. Whes
the last section of the bill. that
providing for a government deposi-
tory in the canal zone was reached,
Mr. Aldrich moved that it be
gtrickan out, siying that the eom-
mittee on Hnance was of the opinlom
that it should not be retained, nam-
ing the recommendation of the secre:
tary of the treasuy,

bil

coln-

approprintion
coulfcrence

Hangman's Day at Chicago
CHICAG!,
of eight

Lewls Pesant, one
muiderers who are i jail

here under sentence of death, was
haoged today Next Iriday is the
day that nas heen set for the hang-
Ing of Neidermelr, Van Dine and
iM:arx. the ecar barn baindits, and
|sl|m'l.l\' following four more mes
[+ 1] meet a similar fate on the
I“‘l"'l'“'i"1

'esant’s erime was the murder of

[ Mrs, Mary Spilka during
| Ile entered the woman's

n robhery.
home while

| she was alone and struek her on the
head with a elub, ‘Then he earries
her Into the garret, where he Kicked
and pounded her to death and ses
cured the money he knew she had

concealed In the house,

WASHINGTON A report  his
been made Ly the DMetrieh Investiga-
Lon committ of the senete which
completely exonerates the senato
who Is declared o be not guilty of
any violation of the statutes of the
United States or of any corrupt or |
unworthy conducet relating elther

| Offlecianl Commits Suicide
|

ta the appuintment of Jacob Fisher AKRON. O.—I! I'. Wilson ¢halrs
a8 postmaster ot Hust s, Nebr,, or |man of the board «f pullie safety
the leasing of puliding ie that [and g prominent attorney of thas
city to the United States for g post- [elty committed sulelide today by
offlee, The committee whleh in- | shooting Mi, Wilson was a stock
vestigated the charges agalnst Seuu holder In the Akron Savings bank
| tor Dietrich was cow posed of Seng- | which recently failed and it is sup

tors Moar, Platt of Coonecticut,
Spooner, Cockrel and Pattus, Three
‘members of the committes are re-
publicans and two democerats. The
report I8 un amimous,

Goes After the Adjutant,

OURAY, Col.—5heriff Corbett left
for Telluride, presumably to serve
writs of attachments upon Adjutant
General Shermuan Hell apd Captain
Bulkley Wells, whom Judge Stevens
recently declared to be in contem pt
of court.

posed that Hnanclal
| him to take his life.

troubles causeg

Shut in Four Months
LEWISTON, Mont.,—The
freight tratn into Lewiston in foul
months arrived here today, Never
perbaps in the bistory of railroading
has a city been sbhut in 80 long
A passenger  traln got through twie
weeks ago, but the snow plows conlé
not get freight tralos through the
drifts at that time.

——

first




