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The Secret Dispatch

By JAMES GRANT

o

CIHHAPTER IX. ‘

"Yo—he is knle " wnld Nicholns Paulo
witch, loaking npward with a grin of savy- |
age satisfaction at the elosed trap, nw
he replaced the tor ‘h on the tabile, nnd
then closely
"]\n'-l' YN

werntinized the eorporal,

had already becoma red und
"take

“ITush!" unid Modatelikine,

eare!"
"\"-h_\ ' asked Nicholns, In a honrse
whisper |
“DBecpuse all may nat be yet ns you |
wish it, and in Russin sometimes the

tongne flavs the shoulders and cuts off
the hend,”

“Pene” said the hitherto tnellurn Step
niak, who wan earefully feeling the keen
edpge of his hotehet, “oas the Tartars hove
it, when you have spoken the word, it
rules over you; while It s yel vnxpoken,

ou rule over il Iiat It seems to me,

Lichall Podatehkine, that you have tak

en n great deal of trouble, and wasted
much time in the matter of this dispateh
An vou paxsed through the forest togelh
er, why did you not give him n good prod
o the back with your Inpee?"”

“Beenuse, if o wound I8 found on him,

folks might sayv he had been 1r|1ll'x|l-t'vll.t
I

and he wust not hear a seonr.”’

“And nelther shall yon, friend Mo
datchkine,” sald Paulovitehh with a eruel
grin.

“Come

don't make unpleasant jesis
growled the corporal, with a yawn nnd a
shudder. “1 have no desire to travel
with the next earanvan to Siberin, with
on. !ijl'l' of s lhienmil and face shave ||
-IH’ fin Aron rosary, ome hve 1||-Nr'r|. in
weight, on my wrists."

“Fear not--you will never see Sibe
rin."

*“Then yon have made all sure nhout
Tvanaoviteh

Wleonie?" snid Modotelikine, i
whose ntterance was becoming somew hint

foarticnlnte, |
YA Yy, sure l'!l'rltull . ll:l' cHps the on y [
menn—was drugged with those black ber
riew which grow in the forest hepenbont;
the sgme =iufll used by fine  ladi (5

|
whiten their hinnd
“Bat why the cup and not the cor

dinl?"

“ITar thi renson: T might have hee
consirained to drink with himg; amd 1
Jnd no desive to fall, 1il DU ole else
dnto a teap of my own halting.”

Podatehkine, on whom the powerfol

wporile with which bis eup had been
A rngeed thie sleepy wightshnde Lignal
been rapidly taking offect, nml  wlios
tmiﬂ cunning eyes had bheen opening sl

hutting aliernntely, while o numbns
stole with a weariness over all his o
mities, seemed suddenly to grasp at the
|1l'|'|'|iw|r' menping of the speaker [RIT
IgAVEe 0 siart he essnveidll to rouse him
ull‘lf andl shout, ot i doing sa, Y Lol

i('lfT his stool, nmwld sank on the 'i-l,‘ floog
".‘ll n |'I'n|m|||1 slumbier

YAt Instl" ald the half-bhroed,
‘Hll‘l'lll‘.: n kick to the prrost e e
“at Inst he has gone to sleop; pow io
bnike sure that he shall neser waken
h'lllll-'l' Al thee Amintie! he w just et
tine suspicions ot the ond.™

b Phere are two coins in hilg po
ignid the Stepmak, after investivating the
ganrments ol the snoring  ialote e,

whio was now breathing heavil
hisn red sl nose,
scrubby beard and his shoe
almost the only feature of hiz face tl
was visible
. “"Leave the soins
them!" suid Nicholus
1 “Wherefore?"' asked the Steknink |
withh surprise |
“It will seom all the more honest in
thee, iy good Stepninl,

wltleh, betwes I}

whore You Fonnd

whoen vou taks

the 1IH-|_- hixdies, | shonkd s 1o the
nearest militney post,  Yon bave but to
say vou found them dead in the torest
“Aundl the wet elothine 7
“1rew or min--what a head you
have!"

*Proe—troe:; alt! what a man yon are

Nicholus 'avloviteh, sa full of height |

thoughi
weenrred to me
“Nor the ather either Ok noy W
have not o moment
'lil.i"\. extingulshed the pitie Lo h.
t_\'ill'—' the corpornl’s hands gecnrels
a cord, carvied Wiim forth to tl

That en wonldl never have

well bofore the collnge, 'hien they
atituted that worthy warrcior's b (i
the bucket which was usunlly appended

to the rope, nmd permitting the w

revolve softly and gently, lowered
down, snorting and gaspin
urnl slumber, head foremost, into the
deep, doark water below!

* in his unn

The Stepuink turned the Iron handl
of the windlnss, while the gyvp i sl
the rope with its heavy burden, o was
deliberately lowered down until his hee
remuined witer, as the two
wretclios conld see by the starlight when
stooping and peering into the darkness
below,

The snorting had ceased now, The
dying corporal was leard to struggle

¥ 4

nhove

with his hands, as if he sought to free|

them from the cords; a few bubbles filled
with air rose to the surface and burst,
MThis continued for a minute, during
which all was sllent everywhere, save the
half-suppressed breathing of the two
assnssing, angd the dreary sound of the
might wind as it shook the dark branches
of the giant pines that towered in solemn
gloom around them,

Nicholas Pauloviteh listened intently,
and kept his eyes flxed on the cottage
wwhere their other vietim lay, as he doubt-
ed not, sunk in what was intended to be
his last sleep.

Anon, all became still—deathly still—
in the depths of the dark well; the rope

|
Wntlamed I
|

consod ta vibrate, and the hulibles came
ey T

“l.ot us lonve him here for n fow min
utes, atd now for the enptain and Lis
ilsponiteh ! Isv the time that we return

the corporal will be as stiff as if he stood
for sale In the frogzen market on the fets
dolas!" swnid the gypsy, with
ihalienl grins, while the
spoink, with n smile of satisfaetion
thont showed hin  hinge
moathed down to his evebirows the thick,
conrse bhlnek halr that grew from the
npex of his

They now re-entered the eottage, and
ngain Hehted the toreh, AH remnined just
nu they had left it: the pltehier, the

-~

vellow teeth,

eonieal eaput,

wonden bhowls, the two eups, and the
enipty bottle were on the table, and the
platters, with the debrig of their ruasti
supper; but the superstitious gypsy felt
n species of shudder ecome over him, for
when the toreh flaved up in the night
wind and cast strange shadows on the
dingy and o ol walls of the log
hut, It geemed 1o hisn diseased Imaginm
Lion, for a8 moment, as if the ounthine of
the drowned eorporal still occeupied the
stool on whieh he hud been sonted,

“Come sndd he huskily, “the dis
piateh!——and then for the other!”

They letened intently, and placed the
Indder agalnst the trap donr.  All was

“The cordiagl and the cups OO0 were
all stolen by l'»h'. tteh kine, with many
other things, at dillerent times, (rom the
househiold of Mierowitz, This night you
were duly expected here, and thus a plan
was laid to destroy botn you and your
trencherons guide. T'wo cups were fully
and deeply drugged by my brother Nich
olas; one was richly mounted with gil
ver; and knowing well that it was to Le
sot before you, 1 abstracted it barely an
hour ago, substituting anothor of the
sume kind, and now 1 have it here, O,
Hospodeen, a nurrow escape you have
had!"

Balgonle began to breathe more freely;
but assured that never had he run so
narrow a risk of death, he felt, though
enraged and furious, his blood run eold
when contemplating the fate intended for

him. Peeping through a ehink of the
| hateh or trap door, ha gaw that the lad-
der of access had been removed, and that
the dobr of the rquulid colitnge was open
now, for the torch flared more than ever
in the night wind, It was then extin-
guished; but «till he could ses and hear
them dragging forth the passive form of
Corporal Podatelikine, whom he sup
]"'-"'l ta be dendd.

“If you would save your life and the
dispatel of the empress, follow me this
Instant, and get your horse before they
return; you have not a moment to lose.”

It was the gypey girl who spoke

apain, u her earnest whisper, and

with perfect d i

“Then | owe my eseape—my safe- |
3 ¥y

“T'a my gratitude Pass through the
window and wl by the wall”

Balgonie found that the courngeons
glrl o whope guidance he now trusted
himselt had bLeen enabhled to reach the |
window b ! ¢ on the roof of the
shedd, In whi Prodantelikine had stabled

their liors: T whole edilice lul:lu:

bullt of squit was not very high;
and it nilords

menns of nscent wnd

| doscent. by the interstices consequent to |

itx riide constenction by the hatehet, e

soon le -'|,|‘-|I I ground, and NIHL\ L

wistod her to e |
“Here in your peet vop see, Haospoe
! deen, that L) 1 nilne i the poor
gypsy girl wn thrown nway."
Bulegaiiie ) raplidly 1o his hit innd
l:ml_ ad Juste imself in his saddle,
howked gt of his saber and short-
ened hils  reld st unawnre of the
binek tragoedy an coolly and delib-
if'r itely neted on the other side of the
coll: .
“Ten miles er from this will bring
vou to the tery of the ‘I'roitze,
which you wil aw by its domes. You

traieght wi iward by
heaven keep you, and

TE 1t -..' ][-; PO ll"

|:!l\|‘ but to
the Torest fr

mny you ol

wllill not even the breathing of Balgonie happy in your lo ox i
wus heard.  Arcending first, with a knife I1e slipped her hand the lnrgest
in his tecth, In enwe of vpexpected re rOins |}._-I I|, wl, noed Im oA moment more
sistance, the gypsy knocked thrice on the Sl iloniing the soft gruss of the
trap without receiving any response, e | forest path 1 indlented
then withdrew the wooden bolt, pushed it | - 4o 0000y n green valloy some
np, and introdueing his head and shonld { five or <iv 1l b length, bordered on
| o1 v held nloft the ;iilll- toreh, aond tur ed enrh klde by o | trees, he drew
tosward the Led of =kin his breidle at gnte of the Troitea
It was unoceupled; and in a moment ‘ ¥ i 5 white wnlls, s
hie saw that the bare and desolate cham (hves Eroat eut haped eaech like n
ber was withont o tenant! | ¢ i tedd, eoverad  with
“Malediction!” he shouted; “he hns | o3 of Lt e and all paint-
eschpod ts—hot how?  Search i I 1 i . viy in
e conpot e for off, after the do I I ' | .
hnve given hih e lve—nma we n ] | b 1 y aiee by the
use our hateh (L i |. ! i
i \ -
CIIAPTER X hotlr
Baleonic | ] i '
" i il ¥ | | | 111 M \ | 1 I.:
‘ I Vil el | |
wliegr i [ | I | 1 i I ' ] a
W h & i ot 1 [ v 1 ¢
called to b o a low nnil « | I . 1_‘
per BE ' the
“Tospodeen—Corl  Tvanoy i 1 | J | 11
podeen, attend to me: but oli, be s i, ) : . okt
U8 vou value your lie
e started up, ippraached the | (3 litm
cindow, | saw, by the dim st T | : i : ol
v fade femnle fnee with vory dark oy % T 1 clreur
white oml regolar teeth, wwd long, gh
tering car-rin \ .|' 0 | Ly elnd
1 hnve seen this face hefore,” thonght , M . | | (T
hi bt whi and whi ' \ ( Iin
Bulgonie, in t; ih, wi too much ol n " | , v of pip
Jover to hiave more than e Tn A tied | &
over before his eyos of Natalie | 1 B
Mivrowun. | 11 1y
0 am Olga, the gy JUosnid the girl ' \ . wet
hinmbily, | il n A
A Mea!l Oen! whom 1 gaw ot the honse T 0 in
of Mirrowitz thi ove | i1 X Iy 3
*T"he e, Hlosy it Balgonie ) \ todl
[ i | i eXCin 1
| i1 il i | ' ,]. P i
"l lint | 3 I I g . )
i b i l\ ! I 1 ,IJ.. '! i
i) h thnat M | ' I1 } ,
odatel it sl 1 \ i 1 . .
tne Trom tl wlitp of tl \ 1, A |
favr the third thn 1 h | fured ne [ \ vin " 9 iha
thies ppnsion o oa N i 1 Lo you \ anis 1%
the Flospoza Mierowna” il.. i iy t
“In =enreh of us—aml for what pun W i . of
HARES, "TTIL) - | il Lt 1 (]
To warn you that for near vomontl I . | .
past 0 plot has been formed to deprivi . " | . X .
L oof o Inable g even ol | 4 ) 1 P I
iy Jife,'" 1h " P | ' y
My life? By whom, nd  whm . f ¢t 1 ot 4
eirl 7" | in |
“MMere In thi 1 iry hut 1 no i " 1 o '
VO NSEAssSins are in consultnbion | TR
1 vitel
He placed his ear to the trap Jdoor, nmd i I hron i
il the muarmars of coar w s paer b W :
1 i
il Podatel . :
i i1 ow el * 1] L L 1 A1 I
1 e 0 Slepn b ‘ e [ :
1 ot voern 1inl o I | J_II L ' 19
ling n the 1 I nl LI w
v oim all o dts ! " . il I'r
Ly maoment w b e W | . \ i
\ h desth 1 terrorn ; | ) x
1 ell from | i v
or \ i of the
| i el i i il Bal : L
I of despoir and | W, nx e n ,\ ,IIIII . I : J[
vofelt for | fatul | | i, 1o Lyl 1 man 1 st
i+ thar | A ! 1 have £ | - )
drn [ th i e | wl am o Py i the
list L B ning tha
“Nay,” snid the gypsy, hurtiedly: “not ; AEh SO ‘; ! 'L
I'In-"1” the eup which was fntended for I‘,..II“ : I ..hl-‘,ll.l.[l | | :I
.\”"IH.,.\ B —unenl! o et Hle the « I I prison of
' e ' Sehji

(1I'n be rontinued.)

The Fily in the Ointment.

Mrs, Ilenpeck—I understand young
Poorman, who was muarried last June,
has unexpectedly fullen heir to the
property of a rich uncle,

Mr. Henpeck—Well, well!

Mrs. Henpeck—Tnlk about luck!

Mr, Henpeck—Yes, it Is toogh, It
he had only gotten it before last June,

- S — S —

An Expert,
She—1 am not the only girl you have
ever kKissed,
He—How do you know that?
She—Well, I've had some experience
mysell,—Detroit Free Press,

|
i
from rye straw paper, are usuanlly in
pondltlon for n second set of steel
lires after the first et I8 worn out by

I' run of three hundred thousand miles
Radium constantly generates heat,

wnd Wien has now shown that It may
electricity. It
negative

ronstantly gwonerate
gives off both positlve and
| sleetrons, and the former
| Ired times a8 lnrge as the latter—may
bt held bigek Dy a sleve of glass or any
sther of a4 variety of substances

| Nuggeestive at least are the conclhi-
| Hlonx of Hon, R. J. Strutt, of Bath,
|England, Hellum—which Sir William
RRamsay has found to be slowly given
Ioff by radlum-—exists in the gases of
the ¢ity's Iargest hot mwineral spring,
and at a test of the deposits in the
epring hias revealed a small propor
tion of radiam, It is believed that
| these substances are brought up from
|a lurge deposit of radium deep In the
earth.

| AJl admirers us well as cultlvators
lof carnations are much concerned
nbout o new disense that the Depart-
tment of Agriealture has recently de-
tected affecting plants In the
DHstriet of Columbia and Pennsylva-
nin, The disense is manifested by the
|appearance of ringed
leaves ind stems, The
fhown by the microscope filled with
which are different from the

Cillsing

these

gpots on the
£pols are

i bncterin
1if wennisms previously
known diseases in enrnations, A ciare-
ful study of the new disease is under
|

1wy

Fhie German government Is devel-
o plan to have its enstoms olll-
clals instroeted in chemisiry, physics
At the
most important custom houses in every |
province of the empire there Is to |

Ihe ostablished a luboratory and n

and mechanical TI‘i'|lII":";.'_\'.

I'aper ear wheels, made by prossure

geveral ban-

pole, feeling sort o' sorry and gulpy
about that young etag, that no man
with the right kind of gravies of kinds
Iiness In his gystem would do a thing
ke that, elther In the name of ‘sport’
or commerce, The man who can let
na unsugpecting deer, or elk, or, b'gee,
even a bull moose—any wood roving,
Inoffensive horned beast—come ‘down
the wind' on him, with nary a care In
life, and looking with Interested curls
osity around him-—any man that ean
stuff a bullet into a gun and poke that
bullet into the heart of such an anl
| mal, that's minding hig own business
| and only asking for a chance to ronm
J uniolested and free under God's blue
; gky, 1s suffering from a kind of oss

| eatlon of the heart and gizzarvd thy f{
’ wonldn't have all me for a hull 8% of
minted money,

| “There 1sn't

1 anything much morg

square or honest or trusiful In this
L world than the Jook that o deer glves
; you out of his two eyes, and that's g
fanet He ign't looking for the worst
of It, unless he's heen hunted before,
To his view you're just something alive
that's moving around under the bilue
dome of hepven same 08 he is, and his
clean nostrils ervinkle as he snlffs eurk
ously and probably wonders why you
haven't got four legs, just like he has
He lsn't trylng to butt Into and Inten
fere with elvilization. He's sticking te
the enviromment In which he found
himsellf when he came into the world
He isn't bothering anybody., And ta
plug a chap like that, s0 honest and
four-square to all the winds as he I8
and cut a gash in his neck when hie
falla in hls tracks, seems {o me to by
about as low-down nnd ornery a pi!'l‘l
of work ns a white man could do. I'vye
had a hull lot of preening chumps take
me  into thelr

librarieg” or smoking
rooms and, pointing to antlers stuck
up ahove the lintels of thelr |I(|l|!'_~§
perkily, and with a foolish sort of
vanity, say to me, ‘1 Killed that fellow
mysell,” but 've never had a man say
a thing llke that to me that I didn%
feel like replying, ‘Yes, you abject asg
and If you got your deserts you'd havy
about a thousand years in purgators
for 1t.' "——Wnshington IMost,

HEbrary of tochnical bhooks fTor the us=e e T —

lof the cu<toms offichils,  The oflicers CLIMATE IN THE PHILIPPINES
high rank are to instenet the minor ) -
Heaith on the Islands Depends Upog
| T P Ld tratin -
: ] : the Roesident,
i : I “.” L B dary Taft has sugzoested that
i i rlin I conme , :
iy newspapers can “help the Awerd
st N GO L nt in the Mhilippines b
i | RERLE! B9 S i IJ
denyving the lies elrenlatsd about the
] { (R { It | Ol's | ' . 1.4 3
b |I- ey ellmate Ther In this good
) o |' work we gladly oiTer our co-operation
: !'.‘ i of Forestry finds that I I'he climate ol the Philippines is no
fugar calture, the greatest industry of [nt all terrible. NMany people live thery
the Hawalinn Islands, depends upon |,

the preservation of the native forests,
These are mainly  conlined  to  the
ralny easgt and northenst Jes of the
Mo ins, and they conserve the wa- |

ter that Is necdod to frrvigate the dry
valng wheore the sugar plantntions ex-
value of  these forests con-
oe not In the trees, which are fre
ently low, erooked and sparsely scat

aedd, but in the impenetrable under-

compoged of vines, ferns and |
amd  so thick that it 1I--\11~,|
|

sponge. This nndergrowth

Eroawth

ery delleate, amd enttle

il gonts 1 kly destroy It It 1is

(1 to save the forests by fene-
1I'||:_,
Condensed Into o few words, these
gree the “Modern Views of Matter,” as
M ded by Sir Oliver Lodee: “*1lee-
¥ ¢ 0 substancee, the only Kind of
enlstanes d all marter Is merely
0 aecumuintion of eleetrie eharges.
At | 12 probable that these electeic
| nrvie ol of exactly the HR T
o1 thongh some are  positive |
| 0 itive, amd that the ;tl-lrll-w
| LHendeal elemonts are formed |
ing numbers and arrangenont s ‘
I These charges, o olectprons, There
{ n hn o] loeclrons ‘
pd S50 negative, in the |
hi s atom, which hn L '~‘-I|
li I riledl n= th inal nand :
visible unit of matter: 1l ) o |
3 1 IXteen times \ | 1 1 1
b t il 1 I i
1 (0, In oo radinm atom, |
! I nown |

HERE'S A HOMILY ON HUNTING.

Called Forth by o Dend Young Stag

nt the Market.

I'ar he it | omN 1 the
Loar s \ toy pLtegng {0
birit | F-roproanely to 1
bronzed ol i o g ity Ninirods,
Ligh snd | ) 1 it this sea
- o1 Vi It down
this oitple of m I s o |
LR (T (SR SUOUNEE STHE I|'||,__'|:-:1 Liendd
o nward In frout of 4 market Slore,
guod 1t didn’t look to me Hko as if that
[young stag belonged there at all, with

il of the life gone out of Win, and
this  nles, houest, on-the-level brown
| Fyes closed for good and all, and hlm
triced up therve In front of o buteher's
[6hack, I stood off and looked at the
[ tlean young chap for a long while, and
\l'm- longer I looked him over the more
It puzzled me to understand Lhow any
clvilized man conld have it in his heart
to kil a fellow like that. I wouldn't
do i1, boy, for a five thousand dollar
note, and I need the mouey ot that,
and I'm no more of a slow-music-on-
Ihe-E-string, out-in-the-snow, sentlmen-
tal Clarissa Harlowe than my nelgh-
bors, either. 1 couldn't help but think,

vs I stood leanlng agalost au awning

I the year round. As a elimate the

pplae article has much to recony
re<ident or visilor hay
pasiness regavding his ralment
Lie does not o to huginess In a liner
e himself on his way
hone for not having carvled an ulster
In lts reliability the Philippine ¢cll
mate is endlessly the superior of om
Amoerican brand. The absoence of snow

wiend ir, The

chuster nd em

and I'rost is not necessarily a proof of
elther unecomfortable or 1|'|1‘\'i;n',u\n_'i|'

ndditions, On the contrary, from time

immemarial the  grent mijority o
rld dwellers have bheen reshident iz
elther tropical or subtropieal reglons
il iny have Hved (o o rive old aga
Health in the Philippines, in Cuba

in Porto Rico and in all other slmilar

1

PLIOls barring those HIVing Vils)

arcas of low-lving and misnsmatly

marsh lands, depends primarily upor
the resident, upon his ability and read
iness 1o adjust himself and has habity
to his environment, The same law
holils in New

1TO1¢,

York « ;I_\' with C
In no place on earth may na
ture's Inws be violated or lgnored witk
fmpunity. I'mie obelieneoe 1o 1 liose
liws [n the I'hilippines or elsewhere

will insurp i t'll."]u'--lnllltl.n'__: |||--_;;‘<'n‘ )

Liealth, comfort and longevity., Thoss
to whom hot weather brings real phy
1] Tering, and there are saeh, wil
o wel]l to nvold Tiqll:'-!lif 2 01 the edge
I thioen uat there are many who fing
I weaither a ennze of sulering and
who tind yeal dollight In a wean tem
rature of 85 degrees The guestiox
1 t 1 cold Is largely a matter o
| | o'y T
~0 fur : salubrity Is concerned
i vy Taft is entively right and
lustitied In deerving any attempt o
lten the ate of our PPhilippim
I sslong,  Those who heave the de
[ o parth EHLLE in the economle
development of the iglands may g
there entively foprless of any ellmat
terrors, providing they will carry with

thew o modicum of common sense.—
New York San,
He Dido't Know How,

"Charles, dear,” sald  young Mrs
Forking, “I have done you a great in
Justice,”

“In what way "

"I suspected you without reason, |
asked several of your friends thal
yYou gzo out with of evenings whethet
You kunew how to play poker and every
ong of them  thonght a minute and
sald you didn't."—Washington Star.

Civilization I8 making such rapl
strides that some day we will hear af

& misslonary getting cooked in @
chafing dish.

If 2 man wears three collars @ weel

some people look upon blm as stuck
up,

- I -




