The Secret Dispatch

By JAMES GRANT
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CHAPTER VI1-—{Continued,)
“"Certainly the Inst where
per own sake, 1 would place s dispatch

beart bont quicker nx whe spoke
volee was sweet nnd low and had a won
flerful chord in It

Balgonie did not see muech of his host,
who was generally occupied among his
people, to whom he wns alternately
Source of reverence amd of terror

It is pot surprising that Charliec Bal-
gonie preferred the soclety of two heanti-
ful young girls to that of a testy olid man.

| #tewnrd
for | thickst

.hnlui ngnin_ on

stealing through the
and now bestowed

hnd been
unperesived

| Podatehkine

w heavy Insh aeroxs the tender ghoulders |
.f the widow of Peter Ill..“ l'""ll”h'h"'ll‘f the TOWAFINE nnid h'\l’il‘klﬂﬂ Ki-l"l‘ bt
fha other haughtily; but Balgonie felt his | ere he conld repent it, Balgonie aprang

Her | forward, arrested the descending whip,
| '

and then placing in the hand of the sing
er a few coins, bade her harten away, on
which she depnrted, with tears of pnain
and gratitnde, after pressing his fingers

nlto her lipx; and, in her terror and con

fusion, leaving her task nndone—~her
warning of coming treachery nntold,
“Oh, Carl!" sald Natnlie, lnying her

Ralgonie’s breast, “denr

To enhavees their nntural atteactions and | est Carl, | am o glud she hus gone with-

winning manners,
dressed in
mode, nnd

they weore
the mont fashlonanhle
wore the rich stuffs

niwnys
F'rench
which

out weaving some mischievous spell; for,
smile as you may, | can’t help fearing
those people! I am a true Russian, and

eame from Moscow and even from China, | dread the evi] eye!”

Though both consiny were remarkable
for their benuty—one blonde, the other
dark-~he hind pever for 1 moment way-
ered hetween them; for he hoad been, from
<he first moment he beheld her, irresist
Ibly attracted by the brilllant and blanck

pyed Nntalie. Besides, he knew well
that Mariolizzan was  betrothed to his
(riend and brother oMeer, Basil Miero

wita,

It wax searcely possible that the re-
'llll of his visit could be otherwine than
it had proved; for Natalie was no com
monplace beauty, but one who had sub
Pued the hearts of muany more men than
Charlle Balgonie—men who, now at

oncow nnd St, Petershurg, were connt-
ng the days of her exile from the Court
of Catharine,

e blessed the exile and cholee of eir
cumstances, all so sudden and unfore-
seen, which had ecast him in her path,
He loved her with ull the passionnte
adoration so benutiful and winning a
womnan could inspire in a young and
ardent heart; nor was it long hefore N

| thnt

Richer by a lock of dark and silky
halr and a diamond ring, but leaviog his
heart behiod him, In one swift hour after
this little episode, Balgonie huad depart
ed to meet, and, for greater security, to
travel in consort with, a earavan of n
hundred and fifty hoors, wha were con
vaying sugar from Moscow to 8t Peters
burg

He was guided again by the sly Po
datehkine, who hoad resalved 1o toke es-
pecial good ecnre that the snld caravan
should be avoided.

Some hours after Balgonie's departure,
and when Nuatalie in the solituide of her
owln room was abandoued to tears and
unavailing regrets, a trusted messenger
from her brother arrived with a brief
note, written so enigmatieally thnt none
siave herself could have understood or
deciphered it; buat the spirit of it was
briefly this;

“All is arranged for freeing the pris-
oner of B, by a strategem, A dispateh
may counternct, it not baffle, our
plans, and fatally compromise ns all, lins

talle hecame nware of this, and was af- | heen sent by old Weymarn to 8t. Peters

fected by the sume emotion,
The declarntion of his love, anid Nota

lie's ncceptance of It, cnme abont Just as | reach it alive.

others huve done, and for three liuj'u
after Balgonie forgot all abont the tron
blesome empress, her pressing dispateh

and the terrors of Lieutenant (General
Weymarn,
At Inst he began to wake from his

dream, to find the stern necessity of de
parting;: and, indeed, the snub-nosed o-
datchkine, who was nlwayse hovering
about, seemed as o perpetunl reminder
of the duty he was neglecting, The lov
ers were solemnly betrothed in secret
Mariolizza was their only confidant —and
at present they eould but arrange to walt
until they conld mutunally coufide in Hasil
Mlerowitz, whom Nuatalie, ere long, ex
pected to mee. To write to each other,
save by specinl messenger, was deamed
at present unwise; but Balgonie would
wisit her as he returned agnin to Novgo-
rod,

So the last evening they were to spend
together came; and they were seated,
wroathed in ench other's arms, with Na-
tall’'s cheek resting on Balgonie’s shoul-
der, in un embowered rustie geat, not far
from the very place where he had so
boldly crossed the swaollen river on that
eventful night.

Charlia's henrt was full of saduess and
bewilderment; he could but mutter and
whisper of his love and their hopes, and
again and again klss Natalie on the
cheeks and on the lips, while her tears
flowed fast; for she had all the cooing
tenderness of a ring-dove now, and could
only murmur from time to time:

“Oh, Carl, Carl-—-my own Carl!" and.
like other young ladies simllarly circum
stanced on the ave of separation, beliey-
od herself to be the most miserable he-
ing in the world. But, amid all this, she
suddenly started and grew pale, on seeing
a figure approach.

"Ree, Carl, see!” she exclaimed: “that
horrible woman must be ominous of evil
at such a time, Why has she been per
mitted to approach?"

Balgonie saw, at a little distance, only
a Russian gypsy girl, possessed evidently
of considerable personal sttractions, She
stood timidly, and irresolute whether to
advance or retire; and howed her head
with great humility, while crossing her
fine but dusky hands and arms upon her
breast,

“Oh!™ resumed Natalie, with some-
thing of a shudder, * "tis Olga Panulownan;:
don’t let her spenk to us in our parting
hour, Cuarl, lest we be compelled to hear
her sing, and that may perhaps bode
evil, The steward, | understund, has
thrice by dog and whip driven away this
gypsy girl, who hns come to the house
agnin and agnin, ostenzibly to seck nlms,
but doubtless only to steal or work mis
ehief by her cunning; for though our
Russinn gypsies are not allowed to piteh
their tents on any land without the ex

press congent of the owner, this girl's
brother, Nicholas Pauloviteli, a  hulf
blood, has permanently settled on onr

estute, somewhere in the rorests; though
he is despised and loathed by the peas-
antry, whom, doubtless, he loathes and
hates most comdially in turn. 1 do wish
she would go away without being ordered
to do so0."

Little did Natalie know that those ill-
requited visits of the poor gypsy girl had
direct reference to the life and safety of
him whose hands clasped hers so ten-
derly and confidingly.

“Ah!"™ maid Natalie, with increasing
annoyance; “she is sbout to sing, but
her voice will soon summon the stew-
.rd.!i

Olga now began to sing with great
sweetness a Russinn song, the last lines
of which ended in n shriek, with which
a cry from Natalie mingled; for the cruel

burg. | know

not who the benrer is:
but be assured of this, he will never
We huve set Podatehkine

on his track, and e, worthy Livonian,
for two hundred rubles, would skin his
own father alive."

After rending this pleasant epistie, lit
tle wonder is it that Natalie was found
by Mariolizza, as the twilight deepened,
half senseless upon her bed, cold, in
tears, and utterly miserable.

CHAMMER VII.

A lover har occasionally beon likened
ta a tool, ns being & man possessed by
one iden. This was certainly somewhat
of poor Charlle Balgonie's state of mind,
He saw only the dark eyes, the half
droaped lips, and the farewell glunce of
Natalie; wo full of hidden and tender
menning; and while thinking of her and
of her last words and promises, their mu-
tual hopes of the future, based almost
entirely upon Basil, he fell an easy prey
to the plans and schemes of the wily
Corporal Podatchkine, who siw only his
anticipated two hundred silver rubles;
and who, knowing the country ns well as
if it had been every acre, rood and verst
his own property, led him on and on he
knew not where; but, at sll events, two
hours after they should have met the
caravan, they found themselves, to all
appeavances, lost in n dense forest of
dark pine trees.

IPailing the caravan, having now pro-

ceaded, as he belleved, wsome 1wenty
miles or so, Balgoule had thoughts of
passing the night at the house of a

friend of Misrowits, a country gentleman
of whom he had been told by Mariolizza,
who laughingly assured him that this
personnage was “n fine Hussian gentleman
of the old school, who heat his wife reg-
ularly every Thursday and Saturday with
a whip of thongs,”" and was seldom sober.

In short, though he knew it not, Bal-
gonia had been for the last two hours
riding merely in n wide circle, and, by
the eareful guidance of Podatehkine, was
now not many miles from the hat of the
gypay woodman, Nicholas FPauloviteh;
and, consequently, he was much nearer
the Castle of Longa than he had the least
iden of,

“Well, Michail,” said he, in reply to
some remnark in which the corporal urged
thut they should proceed, “we have miss-
ed the sugar earavan, sod cannot dis-
cover the residence of the gontleman |
apoke of, am rather provoked at
yon.'

“Oh, excelleney, who enn
destiny 7" whined the fellow,
old Russian proverh,

Shortly afterward the wood opened a
little, a red light appeared. and they ap
proached the cottage of Nicholas Paulo-
viteh, the half-breed.

*"Pis the cottage of a mun I know.
ITers, oxcellency, we can puss the night,"
said Podatehkine, leaping rrom his horse
and dutifully taking Balgonie's bridle, as
if to anticipate any proposition of pro-
cesding any further. *“There is a shed
behind where [ shall stable our horses:
Nicholns, 1 know, will make us welcome
to his lodge."

In a few minutes more, Balgonie found
himself seated in the cottage, the aspect
of which struck him as being peculiarly
comfortless, dingy and squalid, as he
viewed it by the light of a pine toreh,
which stood in a rusty iron holder on
the rough deal table, whereon lay a pack
of fruyed and dog-eared eards,

lu addition to Podatchkine and the
host, Nicholag Paulovitch, who stood re-
spectfully at a little distonee from Bal-
gonie, and was appraising the exaoct
value of his costume, arms and orna-
ments, even to Natelie's dinmond ring.
there was present another ill-visaged fel-
low, with a powerful figure, square

s 1

with=tand
using an

s e g
shoulders and giant bea=l, like every
Russian of the lower order; cyes that
were small and plercing, like those of a
monse: a long, ferce nose and jagged
tecth, hair shorn off cloge ahove the aye-
brows and brushed all down straight
from the erown of his head, which in
form resembled a cone or n piheapple,

This baurbarian, who was dressed chisf
Iy in o of sheepskin, and had &
small, but sharp, hatehet and dagger In
hia girdle, wns n Stepnink, from a
trict where nothing like a1 town was ever
or knowi, but whose aid and
streneth Pauloviteh thonght might be
useful and necessnry i work he and
hiad for themeselves

ront

MeeN

cut omt
in the night,
CHAPTER VIIIL

Balgonie was rather wenary after his
long and desultory ride by rough and un-
ffnu“n-nll-rl rl'l:u]i-l, chiefly "P\'IU'JH foroest
paths; he felt thirsty, snd looked at a
pitcher which stood on the tahle,

“Will his excelleney  drink?" asked
Nicholug Panlovitelh, in hls Lhoarse and
husky voice, “1 hayve fortunately ons bot-
tle of Rhine cordial,” said the wondman,
with a rapid and furtive glance at his
comrades: “his excellency will doubtless
honor us hy taking it with his supper, at

least with such the forest

dis-
1i |

The Plain Girl's Innings.

“The other day, when our class had
ita tenth annual luocheon,” wrote the
Elderly Girl to a friend, “I realized
for the first time the advantages of
belng plain; for while the years had
murred the class beautles, leaving the
plump girls fat and the tall willowy
and scrawny, thme seemed to have
stood still with the plain glrls,

“One of our members in particular,
who had been rather remarkable at
college for her utter lnck of comell-

and coarse.

treatment. The Intter
be used occaslonally, and

when nabsolutely necessary.

then

of benzoin to assist in the

skin,
towel and nse the brush only

toning up

ness, actually shone out on this ocea-

FASR AN " pros | glon a8 the belle of the class, |
RIS NGB ERZ YO8 B0 ' “This girl's nume, like her face, was |
“1 thnank you, goo | fellow Where ‘ 2
i homely, for among the many Ethels
in this cottage situnted? | . 3 _
“Nitunted,” Nicholas, with a|and Ediths and Gladyses, she alone

replind
qiick and uneasy glanee at the corporal,
fearing there might be some discropancy
in their information

“Yen, in what part
snid Podotehkine, “for
to know."

“Nenr Velie”

of the country?”
we nnturally wish

“Then I am somewhere about twenty
miles from the lLouga?"
“You, exeellency, precisely,"” replied

fhl- I‘ll.‘-l‘:li.

“Hence, if my horse is frosh, 1 may
reach Schlusselburg to-morrow ¥

“Searcely, as it liex fully fifty miles
beyvond Velie,” said Nicholas,

“In the distance so groat?" exelaimed
Balgonie, little knowing that it was even
more, and all vnsuspicions of how these
wretchea were deluding him,

“But, excellency, we may prove more
ahle guides than Fichall Podatehkine,"”
sild the (GGypsy woodman; “for we—that
is the Stepnalk and I-—must proceed to
8t, Petershurg to-morrow, on a little
piece of business we shall have to per-
form together.”

i o idiots!"
it von take liin body to
you will botl be ne
knouted, ax sure as
%0 1 shall spve

A sound, ns of |
thing like a drinking ve
floor of an upper apuar
woodman start up with
alarm, He hoeriedly applied a ladder to
the teap which gove admission this
plivee, and asceonded into it bt returned
almost immedintely Sy, wns
no one there,” The svident surprise and
nlnrm of the thiree wen ut trivial
oceurrenee was the first eanse of exeit-
ing Balgonie's suspicion.

He and Podatehkine were both armed,
and even were these men outlaws, they
would searcely, he believed, dare to as-
sunlt an otficer on military duty; hesides,
the very name of Schlusselburg, whither
he was proceeding, carried a wholesoma
terror with it: so dismissing his easual
suspicions, Charlie unbuckled his sword,
and seated himself at the table, on which
a cold supper of stewed rabbits and
coarse rye bread was laid for the four
who were present,

A platter was placed for a fifth per-
son whom Nicholas remarked to Podateh-
kine in a growling tone was still abroad
in the. forest, or had not returned from
some place which was named in a whis-
per.

With an affectation of extreme respect
and courtesy, none of the three worthies
would seat themselves at the table until
Balgonie specinlly invited and urged
them in succession to do mo,

The bottle of Rhine cordial waa pro-
duced from the apartment above and
opened. Two horns, oue of which had
a handsome silver rim. were placed for
the captain and corporal. The former
was ruther surprised to find such a drink-
ing vessel as this silver mounted eup In
a place 5o squalid, and he was about to
Het and examine it when Nicholas Paulo-
viteh, with almost nervous haste, filled
it, and also that of the corporal,

To the surprise of Balgonie, the latter
exhibited some undisguised alarm on see-
ing it placed before him; it wos an at-
tention tnder all the circvimstances hea
neither wishied nor expeeted; and so he
declined to drink.

“Nuy, fear not, friend Michail,” said
thoe “'nln!lllllll. “"tis the best of cordinl.
The ecup with the silver mountaings is,
of course, for his excellency the Hospo-
deen,” he added, with a quiet bur grim
significance which the wily Cossack
quite understood, so hie drained the horn
without further Soon after
Balgonie expressed a4 desire far repose,

thought
=t

oonr Podatehkine,

I'etershirg,
used of murder and
matne 4 Michan:

ilver roubles,'”

Iy
my fhfty

il of some-
sl fulling on the
maile the
astonishment and
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“there
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this

ol jection,

as he wished to depart by davbreak,
“This way, exeellency,” snid Nicholas,
with alaerity, lifting the pine toreh and |

ushering him up the stnir, 0 mere com-
mon Inader, and through the trap door
into the little apartment above, wherae

his couch, composed merely of skins of
the hear and awnited him, illll|.|
where he could the dark forest and
the oveasionn] stars through o sminll wine
dow that gave light and air to the place, |
which was so limited in size that it some-
what resembled a little cabin in a ship.

Left in the miserable den to his own
reflections and to darkness, Charlie Bal-
gonie placed his sword conveuniently at
hand, and cast himself upon the pile of
skins that were to form his bed, and
thonght he had often fared worse in the
bivounes of Rilesia and Bavaria,

{To be continued.)

.\llc‘l"]'.

sMee

Works the Other Way.
She—Don't you believe that “a soft
answer turneth away wrath?”

He—Oh, yes. Oftener, however,
wrath frightens away a sofl answer.
—Kansns City Journal,

was slmply ‘Mary'—Just plain Mary’-
had berself, lnughing good-na-
turedly, assumed the pseundonym which
ching to her until the day of her grad-
untion

“‘lLook at Plain Mary! gasped my |
chum, as o magnificently-gowned crea-
ture, with a swish of silken draperies,
took her seat to the right of the toast-
mistress; ‘Isn't she elegant!”

“And elegant expressed her, from
the chic toque, set at just the right an-
gle on her dark halr, to the tip of her
patent leather bootg, Rhe had retalned

ghe

her well-proportioned figure and her
brilllant teeth—the only beauties she
ever boasted—and her complexion,

which had always been of the russet
orange varlety, had worn better than
the erstwhile roseleaf sking; in addi-
tlon, she had acquired the poize, the
PAsy grace, and the taste o dress that
sometimes ith the thirties.

“1t needed not the big buneh of vio-
a4t her belt when were at
their highest, to proclaim her prosper-
pus. ‘Prosperity’ was writ large all |
over her. Plain Mary had married a
rallrond magnnte,

“As for ‘Alry. Fuairy Lillinn.' i |
ﬂ:lilll}' Bit of Dresden obhing, a bewiteh
Ing little blonde (ten years ago!,, who
bad spent her first free yvear abroad,
and who, accordingto the cluss proph
eloess, to return a duchess
wis teaching in the publie schools,

"And Daolores—a dark beauty with |
glorious eyes, In whom the same
geeress had seen the future leader of |
the Four Handred,
pher! .

“No had considered It worth |
while to foretell Plain Mary's future.
Two words we thought would compass
it: Old Muld.

" “We might have the class prophecy
reprinted with a tenth anuniversary re-
vision,” suggested my chum, as we dis-
cussed the anaccountability of things."

Indianapolis News.
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If the eldest of severs! danghters the
calling cards should read “Miss Dong-
Inss" without the Christian name,

When it Is necessary to reply to a
wedding invitation the answer should
be addressed to the hride's parents or
to the one issuing the invitation,

A letter of lntroduction may be mall-
o0 with the calling card inclosed or left
In person with one's curd; but without
calling for the person to whom It js
addressed,

Nover send a ealling card witly *pe- |
Kreta or accepts” written across it in
reply to a written invitation; as has
been stated before a written invitation
requires a writton answor,

The letters 18, 8. V. 1. stand for the
Froneh words: “Respondez, Sl
Plait,""  literally “Answer, I yon
please.”  When on an invitation a
writiten answer s regqulred |

Notes

Vous

between  acquaintances mas

begin "My dear Miss Gordon” or
“Dear Miss Gorden and in cloringe
“Sinecerely yours,” "Yours sincoprely *

or “Yours cordinlly™ |

may be used,

An informal note wrltton in the first
person be answoered in that
person; be careful to nvoid changing |
from the first the third person

Is often done through carelessnoess

should

o

=

| elean

| lectures

-
n u

three times a8 week,
If the skin is too dry, obtain o re
lHable emollient, almond oll is excel

tent, and use every nlght after the face
["se only
enough to make the skin smooth, but

bath, rubbing It In well.

not greasy. Wipe away nny surplus
that your skin fails to ab=orh, with g

towel,

Among the Japanese
takes place in every four marriages.

one divorce

In the “sweat shops” of London
women make blouses at 306 cents a
dozen, and by working from early

morning until widnight they ean mnke
nodozen,  Others make plain shirts at
6 cents a dozen,

Really good paste diamonds are nl-
ways valuable. A Miss Geraldine Fita-
gerald has a parure of fine old Spanish
paste of which the value is very con-
siderable. It once belonged to Lady
Morgan, the novelist,

ExX-Queen Margherita of Italy  is
gradually coming from the secluslon
of being o mourning and is returning
to Lier old habits, such us seeing her
celebrated quintet play and attending
and musicales.,

In Niam some of the women intrust

| their children to the care of elephant

nurses, amd it sald

never bereayved.

that the trust is
The babies play about
the huge feet of the elephants, which
are very careful never to hurt their lit-
tle charges,

One of the most unigue gifts ever re-
celved by a bride-to-be are the sables
which Baron de Forest has given Mins
Ethel Gerard. They are of wanderful
softness and are black as coal, with-
out any saggestion of brown. They
are #aid to be the finest in England.

Miss Elizaveth Cogley, telegraph sm
perintendent of the Union station is
Harrisburg, I'a., has been an operator
there for thirty-five years and has been
in the continuous serviee of the Penn-
sylvanin for forty-three years. Mise
Cogley precelved President Lincoln's
message  calling for volunteers im
Pennsylvania, She is 66 years old

There is an exquisite charm about
4 neatly dressed woman. She does not
wear bher hair twisted up carelessly,
as if just about to fall over her shoul-
ders.  Her gloves are not ripped at the
SeRms, nor are any buttons missing
from her Loots. 1ler vell does not re-
veal a hole over her chin, nor does

the binding of her skirt show ragged
in pluces,

Mrs, Benjamin  Harrison recently
vigited the reform school for boys in
Plaintield, Ind., and became interested
colored lad named Alexander
Baker, who had been sent there as an
incorrigible,  Myrs., Harrlson was con-
vineed that he would respond to kindly
Influence, and when he was paroled
took to ber home, where he will be
trained ns a house servant.

Affinities,
Wlien first we met it seemad to me
I'dl known Ler all my life, and she—
Well, declared, 'twas Fate's ows

‘Qi]“
Iyl
That had our happy meeting planned.
{hie inspirations douhble came:
Her thought and mine were
HEITEN

just the

In every wish

Finch wiis

of mind and heart
the other's counterpart,

| T
In giving an atternoon tea In order | 0 all my dreams of love or hare

that your friends may meot a friend
visiting you the calling card may be
used with the hour written upon it and
across the top “To mect Miss Barker.”

Persons In mourning do not
invitations; but wedding Invitations,
marriage announcements and invita.

accept

She owned the perfect duplicate,

The gods had sought to intertwine
The purpose of her life and mine,
Enach of us felt, within the heart,
We conld not live our lives apart.
And so, it searcely need be eald

That shortly she and I were wed,

tions of a general nature are sent to
them. Their cards are sent in
suowledgment for such invitations

nc-

Beware of Hot Water.
The too vigorous use of hot water,
soap and the complexion brush wil

The years drag past; 1 find that I
Ao tired of a elondless sky.

U'd like my wife much better if

[ Just now and then a little tiff

OF “torm our enlm would disarrangs
And alter things. 1 sigh for change:

In fact, she's sned for a divorece,

swon deprive the skin of its watural ol

-Town Topics,

and cause 1t to look parched, wrinkle¢

There I8 a vast differency
between hot and warm water tor facial
ig essentinl 1
cleanliness, but hot water should only
only

Never neglect to follow the nightly
face bath with a cold douch. to which
may be added a few drops of tincture

Dry the face on n soft damash
two or

And she—she foels the same, of COUrSe— ) i \
y |
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