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The Secret Dispatch

By JAMES GRANT

CHAPTER 1.
“UHeavem ald me! Where am | now—
which way shall | turn- —adyance or re

Mre? exclaimed Haloguie, as his lmr-m!

mamg plunging down, almoat ou its knees,
amid wild gorse nnd matted jungle.

A cold day In the middle of April had

uted away; a pals and cheerless sun,
at had cast no heat on the lenfloss

nery and the half-frozen marshes that
er the Lougn in Western lussia,
bhad sunk, and the durkoess of a stormy
pight cnie on rapldly, The spenker, a
pounted oMceer in Houssinn uniform, who
pecmed too surely to have lost his way,
ined up a weary and mud-covered horse
the margin of the stream, and by the

Lt that yet lHuogerod on the tops of
o tall plnes nud gilded faintly the

al-covered domes of n distant bailding

the opposite bank, looked hopelessly
about him for the means of crossing the
fangerons river,

Though clad In the uuiform of the
usslan regiment of Smolensko, the trav

FN‘ was cool, wary nnd determined, one
I the many Scottish oflcers whom mis
fortune or ambition had drawn Into Hus
ium mservice, both by sea and land, from
E- time of I’eter the Girent down to the
ginning of the present century,

The vider's green uniform, faced with
peariet velvet and richly laced with

Id, waus coverad by a thick gray pelissa,
t‘lumﬂ with black wolf's fur; e wore a

arlet forage cnp with u sguare top,

g hoots and a Turkish suber.

“Hwim the river | must,” he muttersd,
fler having traversed the valley in vaiu,

kiug for a bridge; “but death may be
$he penalty. Well,” he added, with a
t‘lu. of ire in his dork-gray eyes aud a

Itter wimile on his lip, “‘thers was a
me, perhaps, when | little theught that

Charlie Balognie, would find n uanme

grave in this land, | was to bave
Souud a Lridge here. Can that Livowinn
¥illain, Podatchkine, have deluded aud
$hen loft me to my fate?”

Balognie buttoned tightly his helster

pa, hooked up his suber, assured him-

£ that an lwportant dispateh with
which he was intrusted wus safo in e
juer pocket, aud prepared seriously for
e perilous task of swimming his horse
hcross the stream,

With a brief lnvocation on his lips, bhe
ru his horse the reins and gored it

ith the rowels. A strong, sctive, un-
orsized animal from the steppes of the
kraine, with a fierce and nugry suort,

plunged into the torrent and breasted
e loy mnsses bravely,

The wlippery frogments that glided
ant struck at times both horse and rider,
wrelug them to swerve down the stream;
thers were dashied by the whirling ed-
les ngninst the projecting pieces of rock

br roots of old trees; bt aiter twice
penvly despairing of achieving the pas-
bage, his horse trod firmly on the oppo-
te bunk. It emerged, panting, snort

g, dripping snd trembling In every fiber,
from the flood, and then Captain Balog-

le found that he had escaped with his

fe and had safely passed the swollen
waters of the Lougn!

Lending his sturdy little steed by the
ridle aud earessing it the while, he made
Is way up the opposite bank: but he

proceoded with extreme difMeulty, for the
nderwood was thick and dense; ere
E.ug, however, he reached a platenu, the
rder of a park or lawn, and saw the
pnow-whitened walls and turrets of au

adifice towering before him,

The light in its many windows, the red
and yellow colored eurtnins within, all in-
ficated warmth and comfort; with the
mowtukes freezing on his sodden and
paturated uniform, his limbs benumber,
and his teeth well nigh chattering, Balog-
®le hastily led his horse forward and ap-

lied his hand vigorously to the great

nzen kuocker on the front door,

It was speedily opened, und a white-
pearded porter, wearing a long flowing
sont of fur, lined with red flannel, ad-
mitted him with many humble genutlec-
tlons, st the snme time sunuuoning a
groom to tuke charge of Lis horse,

OHAPTER 11,

Captaln Bulognie, of the Regiment of

olensko, soon found himself in a com
fortable bedchamber, where the geninl
glow of a Russian wall stove, diffused
warmth through his chilled frame, and
whence every current of the external at-

osphere was carefully excluoded by don
¢ window sashes, ndorned with ertifi-
dal Bowern hetween.

A valet, after supplylng him with hot

flee, said that his master would re-

ice to have the pleasure of the visitor's
pociety, after he had mnde a suitable
poilet, and exchanged his wet uniform
gor a luxurions robe de chambre, in the
ket of which he took special care to
pecure hix dispateh unseen.

He was ushered into the presence of
Jvan Mierowits, whose name at once
Wmspired him with confidence and satis-
gaction; for, by one of those siugular co-
weidences, he had arrived nt a mansion
where he was not altogether unknown.

“| have to npologize for this apparent
mtrusion.” said he: "but 1 have been
misled or abandoned by my guide. | am
Captain Balognie, of the Regimeut of
Bmolensko, and have the good fortune

number among my friends your son,

leutennut Basil Mierowita, the senior
pubnltern of my compnny."

“Iror Basil's sake, not less than your
ewn, Captain, you are most welcome,"

plied his host, lifting and laying aside
nl cap.

He was a man well on in years; his
statre wns not great, peither was his

@ dignified; he stooped a little, and

r:.tu-t. with a venerable beard, His

eyshrows wore white, but his eyea were
dark, keen, guick, and expressed a spirit
of ready Ilmpulse, for launghter or for
ferocity—one who by turns ceuld
sunve or irritable.

“When Jdid you last see my son7' he
asked, in tone mors of authorily thawm
of anxious Inquiry.

“Bome three months sinee; he has been |

detuched ou the Livoniam frontier™

“And you, Captain?

“I am proceeding om urgeut Imperial
service from Novgorod, where my regl-
ment s stationed in the old palace of the
Canrs

“To whither?"

“Sehlussolbiarg”

The host chunged counteuance and al-
most mnnifested signs of discomfiture
on hearing of that formidable foriress
and prison-—the veritable Buastile of St
Petersburg, and he said;

“A uame to shudder at!"™

“And, but for the fenther in the wax
of my dispateh,” resumed  DBalognie,
showing a red government seal in which
u piece of feather twitched from a pew
wis Inserted, the usunl Russian emblem
of wpeed, “1 had npot, perhaps, tempted
the dungers of the Louga, but sought a
billet on the other side, if such could be
found."

“"You know not, perhaps, that my
wouods are full of wolves; but this ls not
the way te Bt. Petersburg.”

“Yet | was so directed.”

“You have been misled, and are ouly
some seventy miles or so from the place
you have lert.”

“"You amaze me,” exclaimed the per
plexed Captain; for In the Russian ser-
vice an error becomes a crime.

“Oaptain, you shoald have gone by
Gorl, Oustensk, Bpask, and so on."”

“Podutchkine, an orderly of Gen, Wey-
marn, who sent him specially with me,
hos either deluded or abandoned me.'”

“Yot we must thank your Podatch-
kine, im 80 far that he has procursd us
the pleasurs of your society iu this lone-
ly place-——my daughter and my nlece,
Captnin Ivanovitech Balognie,” continued
his host, lutreducing two young ladies
whe came through the curtains of a spe-
cies of boudoir, “Natalie and Marlolizza
Usakoff. Our visitor, Natnlis, Is that
Ivanovitch Balognie of whom Basil has
spoken so0 much and so kindly.”

Without being a vain mnn, Balgonle
felt ut that moment consideruble satis-
fuction in the couviction that he was
decidedly a good looking youug fellow,
with regular features, fine durk eyes,
curling brown hair and a smart mus-
tache; for Natalle Mierowna, like her
cousin Mariolizza, wns one of the most
atiractive women at the dangerous court
of the Empress Catabrine 11,

“The friend and comrade of my broth-
er Duasil is welcome,” snid Natalie, pre-
senting her hands to Balgonie, who bow-
ed and touched them lightly with his
lips: "he has often written to us con-
cerning you and your adveotures to-
gether in Silesia,”

“l1 am bnt too fortunate to be remem-
bered thus,"”

“Nay," rejoined Natalle, “we conld
scarcely forget that during aet of yours,
which won you the rank you hold at
present.  Ah, Basil told us all about that
when he was last here,” she added, with
a beautiful smile, of which she knew
that many had already rfelt the power.

There are few Russian ladies who do
not speak, with equal facility, Germaun,
I'rench and Koglish, and Natalie Mie:
rownn nnd her cousin were mistress of
them all. T'hus their acguaintance with
Iuropenn literature ennbled them to ex-
cel in an ensy nnd well supported con-
versation of which their kinsman ecould
muke nothing; and which they could em-
bellish by their wit and power of quota-
tion, and with an exquisite charm pecu-
Harly their own, When this was added
to the great beauty of Natalle, she could
but prove a perilous acquaintance for
the young Secottish wanderer,

She took his arm and led the way to
the dining room, which was lit by bril
linut eryntal giandoles, All made a sign
of the cross In the Greek fashion, and
sented themselves; but weary and ex-
hausted by his long ride and recent im-
mersion in a swollen and ley river, Bal
gonie found it almost impossible to par
tnke of the supper that was pressed upon
him. The jaded traveler could only make
A pretense of eating.

After a time he manterad sufMeient en
ergy to beg that he might be permitted to
retire, a8 he had his journey to resume
betimes on the morrow; and he was es-
corted to the chamber by his host in
person.  Its four corners seemed to he
In rapld pursnit of each other now, and
the floor and the ceiling to be incessantly
changing places; then hin senses reeled,
and the light departed from his eyes. He
found himself fainting.

The sudden and rapld journey from
Novgorod, the lack of food and the toil
he had undergone for one night and two
entire days, while wanderiug with the
treacherous Podatchine, the crossing of
the Louga, and the bruises he had uu
consciously received from several pleces
of flonting ke, had all proved too much
for his system, and brought on a relapse
of an old eamp fever from which he lind
suffered once when serviug with the army
in Rilesin—and in the morning he was
delirioun,

Though wenk, hewlldered, weared hy
the prospect of loitering thus when pro-
ceeding on urgeut duty, enduring a rug-
ing thirst and a burning pang that shot
with ench pulsation through his hrain,
stilf 1n every Joint and covered with livid
hruises, he had still streogth left as
dawning day stele through the double

snshes of his windowas, to stagger from
bed, and search for the dizpateh, which,
on the hagard of his life, he wan to place
lu the hands of Bernikoff, the Goveruor
of Schlussalburg

e hurriedly, and with a tremor that
incrensed, sxamined ench of hin pockels
in sarcession, then his sabertaxche, and
Instly the pocket of the robs de chambre;

but the dispatelh—the dispatch of the
mpross—intrusted to him as a chosen
men by Lisutenant General Weymara

was gous!

lLost or abutracted, it was irretrieva-
bly gone! Was he the victim of treach-
‘ery or of a snare? Wan it & dream that
the beautiful Nntalie, with her snowy
sakiu, her dreamy eyes, and her fascinat-
ing wmile, had bheen hovering about him
wepy dream or a reality?

Alas! he knew not, for agaln the walls
and windows were whirling roood him
in wild cuareer, nnd he sunk oa the floor
Iusensible.

Voor Charlle Balgonis kunew neot that
the morning on which he made this
alnrming discovery was that of the sec-
ond day since his arrival at the Castle
of Louga.

CHAPTER I1L

Searcely had Charlis Balgonie achieved
the passags of the Lougna, and forced his
panting horse up the wooded bank than
guide and orderly, Corporal Michail Po-
datehkine, who, for reasons which were
his own, hnd decoyed him mnauy, muny
miles to the southward of his proper
route and then abandoned him, while he
still enutiously followed, and watched
him plunge into the perilous stremn—

| witched him in the hope that he might

perish in its icy ecurrent; Corporal ['o-
datchkine had barely seen the officer’s
snfety was certain and nssured, than he
tiurned his horse’'s hend, and with =
hoarse mulediction on his bearded mouth,
rode away in an opposite direction,

Kre long, with a grunt of satisfaction,
be struck upon a track that led to the
right and left, and he unhesitatingly
pursued the latter, Finally he came to
a plnce where the forest was partially
cleared, and there stood u little hut, bullt
of squnred logs. The walls of this edifice
were whitened by n cont of the fast
freezing snow, A single ray ef smoky
light streamed from the window uear the
door, on which Podatchkine, without dis-
mounting, struck three blows with the
but of his lance,

“Nicholas Paulorvitch,” ke exclaimed,
“are you within 7"

The door was soom unfastened, and
thereat appeared a figure pot unlike an
Hsquimau, benring a pine torch. He
wias A& man of great staturs and muscu-
lar development, clad in a coat of coarse,
thick and warm materinl, girt by a broad
belt In which a long rusty knife was
stuck. He held up the pine torch, and
its flaring light tipped with a lurid, weird
and uncertnin glow his fierce, tawny and
repulsive visage,

“la It you, Michail Podatchkine—and
alone?" he asked, surlily,

“Yes: even wso, alone, Dost think I
have the evil eye about me that you
sture so, Nicholas Panloviteh 7"

“Henven forbid!" cried Nicholas, with
a shudder, for this idea is the grossest
and the greatest of nll Russinn supersti-
tion; “but | expected two—yoursell and
another."

“Who told you so?'

“Olga aulownna, my rister, who yes-
terday saw you at Krejo"

“rue, 1 remember. Now listen, old
friend and comrade o

“IHush, the girl is within and may hear
you."

“Well,” gald Podntehkine, lowering his
volce, while the other extinguished his
torch, half closed the door and drew near
the spenker, by order of General Wey-
marn, Governor of 8t, 'etersburg, | am
ordered to guide this Carl lviaoviteh
Balgonie, who is a stranger, to the gntes
of Schlosselburg, as he bears to Berni-
koff a dispatch of importance; but 1 have
been promised a heavy sum——-"

“AL! how much say you?"

“I'wo hundred silver roubles, if I, by
fair menns or by foul, prevent the deliv-
ery of that paper into the hunds of old
Bernikoff."

“He whose dagger tickled the throat
of Peter 111.; and by whom are you of-
fered this, friend PPodatehkine?” .

“] ean trust you; well, by the Lieuten-
aut Apollo Usakoff." E

“The grandson of the IHetman Ma-
goppn!"

“I'hhe same; nnd by Basil Mierowitz—'4

“Well, and what have | to do with al
this?"' growled the half breed,

“Much; fifty roubles wil be yours,
Pauloviteh, if you will assist me," said
Podntehkine, in n husky whisper,

“Let us tulk over this; dismount and
come in'"

“Nny, there is Olga Paulowna: then
1 have other work to do, My next in-
structions are thuat the dispateh, which
i (rom the Empress hersell, and which
bears the imperial seal, shall never bhe
delivered; but must be obtained by me
for Basil Mierowitz and the Lieutenant
Uankoff, now detnched npon the Livo-
ninn frontier, nnd who both know as lit-
tle na 1 core, that its bearer is netually
their own dearest and most valued friend!
I migled the Hospodeen Balgonie, lured
him to the river's brink, and left him
there, in the hope thut he and his horse
might become (rozen ou the steppe or in
the forest, where 1 could roh him at ease;
but the man seems made of irou, and. to
my astonishment, 1 saw him swim the
Lougn. | thought all gone, he, the dis-
patch and my two huadred roubles, when
he plunged his horse ivto the river; bhut
he stoutly won the opposite hank, and
lhins mude his way straight to the dwell-
ing of Ivan Mierowitz, where now, |
doubt not, he is sufely honsed,™ y

“It seems to me, friend Podatehkin,
that sou took n great deal of useless
trouble when you had your dugger and
pistols," said the ather, «uspiciously,

(T'o be continued.) "
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Kxplin d,
“What's a munologue?”
“That's th* sort of conversation

you have with yeur wile'—Duiroit

Fres Prows

Miss Hapgood
escaped an awful operation by
using Lydia E. Pinkham's Vege-
table Compound.

“Dran Mas, Pivxnmaw:—1 suffered
for four years with what the doctors

called Salpingitis (inflammation of the
fallopian tubes and ovaritis), which ia

& most distressing and painful ailment,
affecting nll the surrounding parts,
underminin the constitution, and sap-
ping the life forces. If you had scen
e a yoar agro, before 1 beran taking
Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetablo
Compound, and had noticed the
sunken cyes, sallow complexion, and

eneral emaciated condition, and com-
{nrcd thiat person with me as [ am to-
day, robust, hearty and well, yon
rrould not wonder that I feel thankful
to you and yonr wonderful medieine,
which restored me to new life and
houalth in flve montha, and ved me
from nnawful operation.”— Aiss [RENR
Harcoon, 1022 Sandwich St. Windsor,
Ont. — 86000 forfelt If orlginal of above (atter
proving genulneness cannot be produced,

Ovaritia or Inflammation of the
ovaries or fallopian tubes which adjyoin
the ovarica may result from sudden
stopping of the monthly flow, from
inflaramation of the womb, and many
other causes. Theslightest indieation
of trouble with the ovaries, indicailed
by dull throbbing paln in the side, ac-
companied by heat and shooting pains,
should eclaim your instant attention.
It will not cure itself, and a hospital
operation, with all its terrors, may
casily result from oeglect.

Moravian Harley and =peltz.
Two great cerenls mnkes growing and
fattening hogs and eattle possibile in Da-
kota, Montaua, ldnho, Colornde, yes, ev
sswhere, aud add to above Nalzer's Bill
n Dollur Graxs, Teosinte, which pro
res SU tons of green fodder per acre
'ger's Kurliest Cane, Snlzer's G0 Day
ts and n hundreed of other rare furm
eds thnt he offem.
ST AdUT THIS OUT AND RRE
TLRN IT
with 10¢ in stamps to the John A. Sal
wor Reed Co,, La Crosse, Wis, and gel
thelr big catalogue nnd lots of fariu seed
sainples, (C. N. U

- —
Alexander Gullmaot, of Purls, cond
ceed 10 be one of Lhe yrealest org ing
ists of the presentdiy. He will giva
n serfos o1 36 recituls nt the St. Lous
Is exposition extendlog  over 0
weeks, beginning Augost 15 'i[‘hoI
asslgnment of dates to the sthe
organists  has  oput  yet heel:‘
completed and a great deal of shift.
toe 19 still 1o proaress Most of rho'
organls s nam-d will glve two recl-
tnls each. Two, Carence Hddy of
New York, and K. H, Lemure ofl

Pltesburg, will give three recilals .

@ .ch, Clarence Kddy hasglven recituls
at -Ix great expisitions begloning
with that et Vienopa In 1873 He
at prisent miving concerts In War-
saw, Russia.  To 1876 av the Hershey
School of Musical Art In Ohloagn, of
which he was General Director, he
gave a serles of 100 recitals with-
out any repetitions

For Growing Girls,

West Pembroke, Me, March 21al—
Mra. A. L. Smith, of this place, says
that Dodd's Kidney Pllls are the bost
remoedy for growing girls, Mrs, Smith
pmphasizes her recoinmendation by the
following experience:

“My danghter was thirteen years ol
last November and it I8 now two years
since she was first taken with Crazy
Spells that would lust a week and
would then puass off. In a month she
would have the spells agnin, At thess
timesg she would ent very little and was
vary yellow, even the whites of hee
cyes would be yellow,

“The doctors gave Us no encourages
ment; they all said they could not help
fher, After taking one box of Dodd's
iKidney Pills, she has not had one bad
spell.  Of course, we continued thd
treatment until she had used in all
nbout a dozen boxes, and we still give
them to her occasionally, when she I8
not feeling well. Dodd’s Kidney Plllg
nre certalnly the best medicine fo
growing girls." ‘

Mothers should heed the advice of
Mrs. Smith, for by so doing they may
save thelr daughters much pain and
slckness and ensure a healthy, happy
future for them.

Any prevom may mara fnrome In
thome ol Aome writlng for us: experience unneces
sary; soud stump for particulars, Amerioan Al‘
lox WL, Broeklyu, N, Y

Sekond rate poelry Iz sumpthing
ke sckond rate Louesty—no kredl
Lc the author,

Mrs, Winslow's SOOTHING SYRUP for chill
irv boethn g, softens the voms, redoces 1nims
matiou, slleys puii cures colie  Fioe 2 bottl

I hav often thought that the come
seited phools were the happlest peny

stns Uvieg.
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gi\'cgc!able PreparationforAs-
similating the Food and Regula -
ting the Stomachs and Bowels of

Promotes Digestion Cheerful-

ness and Rest.Contains neither
Opium, Morphine nor Mineral,
NOT NARCOTIC.

A perfect Remedy For Constipa.
m'm » Sour Stomach, Diarrhoea
Worms Convulsions. Feverish-

ness and LOSS OF SLEEP.

FacSimile Signalure of

NEW YORK.

AGASTORIA

For Infants and Children.

.f The Kind You Have

In
Uss
For Over
Thirty Years

GASTORIA

THE CENTAUR SOMPANY. NEW YORR CITY,

BEST

e
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Ten Million oxes Year.

THE FAMILY'S FAVORITE @MEDICINE

CANDY CATHARTIC
STHEY WoRK WHILE vou SLEERS

FOR THE BOWELS

f
|




