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: Borah—What Does He Stand For?
By Louis L. Redding—Reprint from The Orisis, March 1936

It would seem from this analysis of the senator from
Idaho, that Negro citizens can place little dependence
in him as & statesman and none at all in him as b man
having any conception of the hopes, ambitions and rights
of Negro Americans

Sometime before the Idaho legislature catapulted him into

the United States Senate in 1907, at the age of 42, William KEd-
gar Borah must have adopted as his personal credo a perver-
sion of Emerson‘s epigram, ““A foolish consisteney is the hob-
of little minds.” This is not to say that Senator Borah has heen
cognizant that the record he has been building up for himself
is one in which inconsthaney is the only constapt trait. It may
be that he lacks a clear-cut fundamenta)l political philesophy.
There are observers who gseribe the Senator's characteristic te
tering between opposite poles of a question to ignorance, which
might arise from just such a lack. They think Mr. Borah is as
baffling a puzzle to himself as to others—that he as little knows
what he wants to do as others know, In her ‘“Revelations of
a Woman Lobbyist» Maude Younger has this to say of Senator
Borah' “You talk with him, and think he is with you through
and through .. But you never quite know.....Sometimes you
wonder if he knows.” To the superficial observer Borah doubt-
less appears to be a consistent mdmirer of the Federal Consti-
tution. Throughout his utterances, on the floor of the Senate
pnd elsewhere, recur: protestations of reverence for the sub-
perviencs to the Constitution as framed by the Founding Fh-
ithers in the Convantion of 1787, e professes to believe “Our
fathers understood the science of government as no other sin-
gle group of men has ever understood it” and the Constitution
they built “‘the greatest instrument of government ever de-
wised by the wit of man.” Of the fathers, it is Hamilton who
most snares his admiration, and Berah has termed him ‘“In

the one who ha ing on {the Unit

"'”H_Lr Hf'

s it for carry
aa he otherwise should, A fe
meadioerity is a great stumbling
block to progress. Don't admit, ev-
«on to yourself, that you are not on
the same plane with those who try
to impress you with their impor-
tance. But instead, say to yourself
that if one individual can accom-
plish a certain feat in life, so can

1.

States Supreme Court,
I was in the midst of preparing an
article f May issue of Oppor-
tunity on a suitable racial designa-
tion for the so-called “Negro” or
“Colored” of the United
Stutes,

[ then predieted the outecome of
the pending suit and prophesied
that both the loecal and Supreme

* the

group

with the science of government,”

Yot to that concept in the constitutional framework so
highly valued by Hamilton and his associates in the Constitu-
tional Convention Senator Borah was a greater instrument of
violence than any other individual Me was chagrined because
in 1903, the nut time hg was a candidate for the United States
Senate, a bloe in the Idaho legislature defeated him by four
votes. When he did reach the Senate, he steerdd through it the
Seventeenth Amendment, transferring the clection of Senators
from the state legislatures to the whole electorate. No change

on the original plan than this Amendment. The framers believed |
that the success of the bicameral legislative system depended |
upon each chambers owing its eleetion to a different elector-
ate. Moreover, they thought a highly limited electorate for the
upper chamber would send to thay body a superior rank of
statesmen. Borah's ¢hief hero, Hamilton, set forth in the “‘Fed-
eralist,” the idea of the framers: e
Through the medium of the State lwr‘mlatureq—“lmh
are selgey bodies of men, and who are to gppoint the mem-
bers of (h(‘ National Senate—there is reason to expect that
this hranch will generally be composed with peculiar care
and judgment,
! Whether Mr. Borah reached the mn-:lu sion
other individuals selected by state legis

that he and

for the Senate
fell short of the high expeetations of the m]i]rlct‘% is not known.
It more nearly appears that to avenge a personal grievanee he !
let himself contribute mighti 1\ to the demol ition of a cherished !
concept of the framers whose wisdom and renius he l'f!"l'lll“SSGd
to revere.

latures

many respects the greatest constructive genius who ever dealt

(Continued Next Weck))

Court would sidesstep a judiciul |

wronght in the Constitution has had a more devastine effect !

™ 16,433

nan, and the exact point where, on
mmt of inter-mixture of blood,
{ the white man ends and the colored
man begins. This would require
more wisdom than the “nine wise
old men” The Supreme
Court will in all likelihood fall back
upon the existing definition, base.l
upon heresay and telltale evidence,
as long as it is workable.”
However the pending case may
turn out, it is inevitable that some-
where down the road the Federal
judiciary will have to face an ulti-
mate definition
This mation must either abolish
all distinetion and diserimination
based on blood composition or es-
tablish a scientific and legal de-
finition of “race.”
—_0

MAKES NOTABLE RECORD
COLORED RED CROSS

Cincinnati, Jum- 24 (ANP)— The
|colored advisory board of the Red
Cross which had supervision of the
‘disaster awards made to sufferers
| who sustained losses in the prinei-
| pa il colored districts during the re-
[cent flood, has completed its work.
cases were handled and
’m\ ards in that office amounted to
8£74,983.82.
‘ B. W. Overton, secretary of the
['YMCA was chairman of the com-
|mittee upon which some of the
|city's most prominent ctizens saw
service. The case work was han-
'sl‘c:! ’t Miss Eileen Yarbrough,
-“\:[\(l\nm who had under her su-
pervision 21 case workers and nine
| ste nnm-uphic and clerical workers.

[iss Yarbrough was enthusiastic
in describing the fine working re-
l.mnn_l.u\ between her office and
that of the district Red Cross.

el

possess,

MRS. M.

1418 Orange street,
whose paper celebrated its
anniversary last week. The Bulletin
produced by colored men and wo-
men “from A to Z,” was started in
1614 as a “one-man” shop, and is
today an “eleven-man” shop. Editor
M. D. Potter, Mrs. Potter’s pro-
claims that the paper is the oldest
and most widely read mnews-
paper of his group in Florida. The

E.
Manager of the Tampa Bullentin B

POTTER
ulletn is in its own building and

- 8 ]
Tampa, Fh ll.'n modern equipment, Mrs, Pot-
23rd |ter is a director of the Tampa
| Urban League, a member of the

Advisory Committee of the colored
City Hospital, and recently was
trustee of Allen Temple
AME church. She is a graduate of
Scotia  Seminary, now  Barber-
Scotin Junior college, Concord, N.
C. (C)
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