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With the grace of dancing partners in a violent adagio of 

death, the bareback bronc rider and Ids mount whirl through the 
eight-second ride. "Hoss” Inman, producer for the Holt fair’s 
two-night rodeo, will employ some of the most rugged broncs hi 
be found in the country. 

Bronc Riders Need 
Plenty of Skill 

Spectators Often 
Dislike Calls 

In judging a rodeo, there’s no 
place for sympathy. No points 
are earned by hard knocks or 

muscle-busting bruises. You’ve 
got to stick to the rules in decid- 
ing who scores highest in these 
wild rides for an eternity of 
eight seconds. 

The first rule in bareback 
bronc riding gives an indication 
of how tough the event is. All the 
rider has between himself and the 
bronc is the regulation bareback 
"rigging”, a smooth surcingle 
with a handhold in the center not 
unlike a suitcase handle. He has 
no rein to balance his weight 
against, no stirrups to help ab- 
sorb the shock of the bucking, no 
cantle or swell to a saddle to help 
him hold his seat. Just the suit- 
case handle. 

The rigging is cinched to the 
horse with the handle over his 
backbone about where the saddle 
horn would be. It can be either 
right or left handed and the rider 
can wrap it with tape or rub it 
with resin to improve his grip. 
When balanced against the full- 
force pitching of half a ton of 
wild horse flesh these aids are 
small concessions indeed. 

Watch the bronc's first jump out 
of the chute. If the cowboy’s 
spurs aren’t touching the horse 
over the shoulders when the front 
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hooves hit the ground on the first 
jump, give him a goose egg—a 
score of zero, indicating a dis- 
qualified ride. 

You goose egg him, too, if he 
touches any part of the horse with 
his free hand or bucks off before 
the whistle indicates the end of 
the eight seconds. 

Provided he makes a qualified 
ride to the limit, you mark your 
score acording to how hard the 
horse bucks and how well the 
rider keeps his seat and spurs. 
Mark the horse from 65 to 85 
points, using the full 20-point 
spread and the rider from one to 
20 points. 

In this event the rider gets 
credit only for spurring over the 
point of the shoulders. Most 
twisters do this by a jerking mo- 
tion with their knees, keeping 
their heels well ahead of the 
bronc’s forelegs since it’s hard to 
get them back up once they slip 
behind. 

Don’t be discouraged if your 
ranking disagrees with the jud- 
ges’ Judging the riding events 
will always be largely a matter 
of opinion, one reason why rodeo 
rules require all cowboy judges 
to be active contestants. 

As in other sports, most con- 

troversy rages about the close 
call, the decision half the crowd 
sees one way, the other half the 
other. 

In bareback riding most close 
calls come at the whistle: Was 
the rider still on the horse or not? 
According to the rules if he still 
has a firm grip on the rigging 
with his riding hand, hasn’t 
touched the horse or the rigging 
with his free hand and hasn’t 
touched the ground, he’s consid- 
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('red still on the horse. It doesn't 
make any difference if he’s stand 
ing on his head, flat on his bark 
or in the air. The rider is quali- 
fied. 

If the horse refuses to buck, 
fouls the rider on the chute or the 
gate or deliberately throws itself 
the judge rules on whether he gets 
another turn a re-ride on that 
horse or another that will bt' 
drawn for him. 

Al the end of the hardtack 
riding section of the performance, 
add up your markings and name 
your own winner, combining the 
scores for the horse and tin' rider. 
If the announcer gives the jduges' 
scores for the event, the totals 
may double yours, since they will 
include the markings of lioth 
judges. * 

Rodeo is the most native of 

American sports Baseball, norm- 
ally considered native Amer- 
ican, actually is patterned af- 
ter a game played with sticks 
and a ball in England in the 
Kighttvnth century. 

Rodeo is the fastest-growing 
collegiate sport in the US. Tills 
year TO Western colleges and uni- 
versities fieldis! rodeo teams. 

ENTER THE 16th ANNUAL NATIONWIDE 

CROCHET CONTEST «...,« 

Exhibit your crochet at our Fair and compete for over $10,000 worth of prizes 
to be awarded national winners in the Nationwide Crochet Contest by the 
National Needlecraft Bureau... The Grand National Champion will receive 
a free trip to New York and Bermuda for two, plus $1,000 in cash...Cham, 
pions in the "Teen-Age Girls” and "Men Only” classifications will each receive 
a free trip to New York City for two, plus $600 in cash. 

Simply crochet an entry for one or more of the 16 classifications. Each entry 
awarded a Nationwide Crochet Contest Blue Ribbon as First Prize Winner in 
one of these classifications is eligible for the Best of Fair trophy (illustrated) 

plus the National Finals in New York City. To be 
eligible for judging, your article must be made of 
mercerized crochet cotton in any size thread up to 
and including 100, and must be completed this year. 

Immediately after the judging at our Fair, we will 
report the names of the winners in all classifications 
to the National Needlecraft Bureau. The Bureau will 
then send official forms and instructions to our win. 

Iners, 
for insuring and mailing their pieces to New 

York for the national judging. The Bureau will in. 
sure all entries while they are in their possession. 

Writ* or coll our Fair Secretary for free leaflets listing tho rules, 
classifications and prises for the Nationwide Crochet Contest. 
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