
Prairieland Talk 

"Memories of 1888 Blizzard" 
Hy ROMAINE SAUNDERS. 411) South 51st St.. Lincoln 6. Nebr. 

These bright milfl sunny January days are so 

wonderful! And then we think back to that terrible 
day in 1888. That winter my mother, my brother, 
my sister and I were living in the house across the 

street north of thi* Methodist 
church which had been the 

home of General John O’Neill 
and family. That winter storm 

struck without warning and I 

see in memory once more that 

old printer O. C. Bates as he 

stood at his case of type and 

picked letters up one by one 

and made up the story of that 
terrible event and coined the 

word “blizzard”. And again I 
n^n.in^ 

see in memory the stories of 
the frozen people that were 

nutters 

found after that storm and the prairie covered with 

dead cattle. Some frozen to death in that storm 

were never found until the next spring out on the 

prairie and Grandma Chapman kneeling as in the 

attitude ot prayer in her bobsled with her team 

standing up to a hay stack and she herself froz.en 
to death with her little granddaughter alive at her 

side wanting her father and mother. 
• * * 

Prairieland Talker recently enjoyed a visit from 

Senator Frank Nelson down from his ranch in the 
O'Neill community again. Holding down a desk in 

the state house with the legislature in session again. 
His son is home managing the winter chores at the 

ranch home. They have a herd of around two-hun- 
dred head of cattle*. Mrs Nelson came down with 

the senator hut she is gone now on a visit with 

relatives in California. The Senator has a grandson 
here in Lincoln who is employed by Cal Stewart 

in his printing business. The senator feels that this 
session of the legislature may run over into the 
late spring time. 

Editorial 

It was somewhere atout the year 1885 and I 

was a winner in a horse race. Frank Mann and I 
mounted our steeds up west of town and came 

racing down the street to atout where the Knights 
of Columbus Hall now stands. My split-eared Indian 

pony a torse's length in the lead. I won the race. 

And a few spectators there on the street took in 
the show. Rarely a day passed in those years of 

long ago that there wasn't a horse race of some 

kind. 

• • • 

The Rileys are no longer there, Robylers are 

gone, James is no more, Blighs are gone from 
their old home, John Bowers is gone, Berrys are 

gone excepting one of the third generation and the 

Prairieland Talker household is no more, but that 
beautiful land in the Swan Lake vicinity still lies 
there robed in the Prairieland sod. 

* * • 

I recently had a visit from Tom Brennan of 
the pioneer Brennan family of O'Neill. Tom and 
his wife have toon residents of Lincoln now for 

twenty years and still have an interest in their 
father’s store building in O’Neill. And he has a 

great interest in the welfare of O’Neill as is mani- 
fested in his wish for it’s continual progress. Mr. 
Brennan goes to O’Neill from time to time as does 
his wife who was one of the Shoemaker family. 

* • * 

My esteemed friend Ed Mann Gallagher and 

Mrs. Gallagher disposed of their beautiful home 

in O'Neill and I suppose Ed’s banking interests 
and they have gone to California. The state that 
catches the overflow of adventurous humanity. Mr. 

Gallagher is of the Ed F. Gallagher family and as 

far as I know the only one who has survived of 

that family. 

Support Industrial Development 
If the opinions of those who study national trends 

are correct, then a reasonable conclusion is that 

agriculture of the future' will become a big opera- 

tion managed and carried on by fewer jx'ople and 

on a larger scale. Even now, farm boys are being 
urged to train for other fields of work since it is 

no longer possible for a young man to rent or buy 
a small family sized farm and start with a modest 

beginning. 
Time has long passed when farmers pooled 

their work jol s and this makes it necessary for 

each man to have his own complete line of ma- 

chinery costing as much, or more than the amount 

that his grandfather hoped to accumulate in a whole 
lifetime of work. 

In the past, and with a farm family on each 

quarter section of land, the goodly rural population 
furnished the life blo<xl for the small towns that 

dotted the country, in cases as close as four or 

five miles from each other. And while the towns 
were small, the volume of business was consider- 

able. The typical town boasted one or two banks, 
a lumber yard, elevator, a doctor, drug store and 
a livestock market, to say nothing of other places 
af business and entertainment. 

There are many who mourn the passing of such 
rural life, providing as it did, homes and wholesome 

dignified work for so many people. It may be pre- 

sumed that the small town will disappear from 
the scene along with the small farm and the idea 
is even now being advanced that it is only a matter 

af time until the county seats may be the last of 

the small towns to survive. 
Personally, we would be. sorry to see such a 

day, although we realize, and already see, the rea- 

son for the gradual destruction of the old way of 
rural life. Say what you will in favor of progress, 
this change may not be for the better. 

If only the county seat, of ali the small towns, 

is to survive, a much greater burden of responsi- 
bility must rest there and forward looking men are 

already aware of that. 
They know the need for employment in indus- 

tries, markets and above all, educational facilities. 
Here in O'Neill we have men who are both 

capable and aware. They know the challenge that 

O’Neill faces and they are meeting it. Always edu- 

cational facilities have had first consideration here 
and now even more preparation is underway. A 

development group is in the process of organizing 
who will have as their consideration the whole 
industrial development of the city. The possibilities 
are unlimited and we have O’Neill men who are 

the equal in judgment and ambition of those to be 
found in any segment of our country. 

Senator Frank Nelson's introduction of LB177 

in the Legislature last week asking for a trade school 
similar to the one at Milford to be situated in 

O'Neill is definitely a step in the right direction. 
But, it's going to be a tough, uphill battle if O'Neill 
is to be selected as the location for the state voca- 

tional training school. 
Let's back the Industrial Development Corpo- 

ration and Senator Frank Nelson with everything 
we have. 

B J R 

GREAT FALLS. MONT., LEADER: "There is 

me thought that may not have occurred to you in 

regard to the recent thalidomide scare. The drug 
originated and was freely used in just two nations, 

England and Germany. These are the two nations 

which have the oldest and most deep rooted sys- 

tems of socialized medicine ... It just goes to show 

that under the crushing burden of nationalized medi- 

cine neither doctors nor scientists can exericse cau- 

tion that is required in testing new drugs." 

WELLINGTON. OHIO, ENTERPRISE: "Back in 

1936. Franklin D. Roosevelt forecast the beginning 
of the end of public relief. That was the starting 

year of the Social Security program, with Old Age 
and Survivors Insurance and unemployment com- 

pensation. It was also the starting year for federal 

sharing in local relief programs. How are things 
working out? Upwards of $15 billion a year is flow- 

ing out to workers and survivors covered by Social 

Security. In I960 another $2.7 billion was meted out 

in unemployment benefits. Yet public relief has not 

lessened, instead has moved up with each passing 

year until payments have reached $5 billion a year." 

Same Story, Except One Thing 
The Neligh Leader 

Nebraska seems to have its own version of the 
old nursery rhyme Three Blind Mice. 

According to the familiar lines of the old ditty, 
the three blind mice— “Ran after the farmer’s wife, 
who cut off their tails with a butcher knife 

Nebraska’s three hlind mice— Bob Harrison, 
Larry Brock, and Phil Weaver— spent consider- 
able time and effort running after (the votes of) 
both the farmer’s wife and her husband. 

True to the story, their political tails were snip- 
ped. All three were defeated in attempts to retain 
their seats in Congress. 

But unfortunately there’s a new twist to the 
old story. Everything turns out happily. For the 
three blind mice, anyway. 

The new ending has the mice placed in high 
paying jobs by a wealthy de-tailed mouse enthusi- 
ast, the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

The latest mouse to join up is Phil Weaver at 
a salary of $17,925. His job apparently is to help 
Secretary Freeman keep his tail out of the Capitol 
Hill legislative mouse trap. 

Now that all three blind mice have managed 
high salaried jobs with the department it seems 

fitting to add the last line of our verse: 

“Did you ever see such a sight in your life?” 

ALBERT LEA, MINN., TRIBUNE: “The United 
States government recently conducted a study of 
recreational habits in this country. It was the big- 
gest study of its kind ever made. The government 
wants to know how best to plan to meet the recre- 

ational needs of this country. The answer to the 

question? Get ready for a surprise, for the major 
recreational activity of people in the United States 
is not swimming, walking, riding bikes or even 
baseball. It’s riding around in the family car.” 

FORT SUMNER. N. M., NEWS: “The typo- 
graphical error is a slippery thing and sly; You can 

hunt until you'e dizzy but somehow' it gets by. Till 
forms are off the presses it’s strange how stilll it 
keeps. It shrinks into a corner and never stirs or 

peeps. The typographical error is too small for 
human eyes. Till the ink is on the paper, then grows 
to mountain size. For all the other printing may be 
clean as clean can be But that typographical error 
is the only thing you see.” 

MILLINGTON, TENN.. STAR: “Gliberals who 
sneer at free enterprise never mention the fact that 
the biggest ‘give-away’ of all is the number of jobs 
given by this very system. But then the gliberals 
don’t really think a man should work—he certainly 
should be clever enough to attach himself to at 
least one government hand-out.” 

HAGERSTOWN. MD., MORNING HERALD: 
“Once the nation's railroads made it clear that they 
no longer intend to pay unneeded men to do unneed- 
ed work or no work at all, the aggrieved unions 
launched an all-out campaign to save featherbedding 
... By applying the union's reasoning to our own 
lives we get a strange result. Did you ever hire 
a baby-sitter? Perhaps the ‘baby’ is 15 now—or off 
at college. But you should go on hiring the sitter.” 

BiBL RlCHAKUauN, Publisher 
BRUCE J. REHBERG, Editor 

Terms at Subscription: In Nebraska, £2-50 yer 
year: elsewhere in the United States, 53 per year 
rate abroad provided upon request. All subscrip 
dons payable in advance. 

Entered at the postoffice in O’Neill, Holt coun- 
ty, Nebraska, as second-class mail matter under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. This news- 

paper is a member of the Nebraska Press Asso- 
ciation, National Editorial Association and the Audit 
lureau of Circulations. 
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Frontiers 

Ago 
50 YEARS AGO 

Lily C. Brown has brought suit 

against Fred L. Brown for di- 
vorce and ailimony. .Col. James 
Moore reports a great sale out at 
Sibert and Burnam's Wednesday 
There was a good crowd and bid- 
ding was lively. Cows touched 
the $60 mark. .The city has en- 

tered into a contract with the 
McGmnie Creamery company to 

pump the water and take entire 

charge of the water works plant 
until May 1 at an expense of $125 
per month. The citizens of 
O'Neill soon will be asked to con- 

sider the proposition of bonds for 
a new public high school build- 
ing. Rev. Mr Williams of Roy- 
al was in the city Tuesday and 
Wednesday and occupied the pul- 
pit these two evenings in the 
Methodist church, where services 
have been in progress the past 
two weeks. 

25 YEARS AGO 
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Noble re- 

turned last Saturday from a three 
week business and pleasure trip 
to Carthage, S. D. .A party of 
twenty friends tendered Mrs. Vic 
Halva a surprise party at her 
home last Friday evening to help 
her properly celebrate her birth- 
day anniversary. .St. Mary’s 
Cardinals won their fifth victory 
of the season. .The Alpha club 
met at the home of Lillian Dray- 
ton on Wednesday, Jan. 12 with 
eleven members answering roll 
call. It was announced that the 
O’Neill public library banned the 
book entitled “Slogum House” by 
Mari Sandoz. 

10 YEARS AGO 
Cpl. Raymond Walter of Cham- 

bers is a member of the 325tb 
airborne battalion at Ft. Bragg 
N. C., which will be represented 
in President-Elect Eisenhower’s 
inaugural parade in Washington 
D. C., on January 20. .Mr. and 
Mrs T. H. Davis quietly observed 
their 58th wedding anniversary in 
Atkinson on Friday, Jan. 9. 
Mrs. Leona Shoemaker, teacher 
of the sixth grade of the O’Neill 
public school and 39 members of 
her class toured The Frontier 
Wednesday morning. August Pos- 
pichal, who resides west of 
Chambers, purchased the 320-ac- 
re ranch owned by Charles and 
Tracy Berner in an action held 
Wednesday. .Duane Pinnt, 17 
who was seriously injured dur- 
ing the holidays when his auto 
struck a bridge near Lynch, re- 
turned heme Monday, Jan. 5. 
from an Omaha hospital. 

5 YEARS AGO 
Mr. and Mrs. Anton Tomjack 

quietly celebrated their 64th wed- 
ding anniversary Friday at their 
home in Ewing. .J. B. (“Ben”) 
Grady, veteran cashier of the O’ 
Neill National bank, Tuesday 
was elevated from cashier t< 
vice-president, it was announce* 
by President F. N. Cronin. .The 
barn at the Lee Skalberg place in 
Orchard was destroyed by fire 
Sunday, plus the hay contents. 
Miss Regina Vitt of St. Mary’.' 
academy and Miss Linnelle 
Tompkins of Inman high schoo 
have been named Betty Crocket 
“homemakers of tommorrow” ir 
their respective high schools ir 
written examinations. They wil 
compete for state honors. .S/Sgt 
and Mrs. Albert Emmons and 
Sheryl of Rockville, Ind., came 
Tuesday, Jan. 7, for a visit with 
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Clar- 
ence Focken and family. 
Theresa Breiner was guest of 
honor at a family get-together 
and dinner commerating her 78th 
birthday anniversary Sunday 
January 12, at the home of hei 
daughter, Mrs Floyd Johnson ant 
family. 

Phone Your News to 

The Frontier- 

Phone 788 

The Long Ago 
At Chambers 
50 YEARS AGO 

Terms on the Hiram Hubbard 
farm sale were one year's time 
will be given on sums over $10, 
with approved security and 10% 
interest. Sums of $10 and under 
cash .Mr and Mrs E V Sageser 
moved to town Monday and Dodo 
will take possession of the har- 
ness shop in the near future. 
Dentist Hemingway is here to 

stay until next Monday. See him 
about your teeth. Gladys Bak- 
er is on the sick list this week 
and Clara Higgins is teaching tier 
school during her illness. The 
revival meetings in the M. E 
church closed Sunday night and 
Miss Ryan departed for Omaha 
Monday morning. .Od Jarman 
started to Omaha Tuesday with 
a carload of cattle. 

25 YEARS AGO 
Miss Leola Lorraine Fluckey. 

younger daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Arthur Fluckey of Chambers 
was united in marriage to Mr 
Erwin Stapleman, elder son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Stapleman of 
Rupert, Idaho on Dec. 24, 1937. 
Mr. and Mrs Carl Niemand were 

at the Lutheran hospital at Nor- 
folk Monday where Mrs Niemand 
went through the clinic. .A din- 
ner was served at the Harry 
White home Sunday, Jan. 16 in 
honor of Mrs. Nancy White's 
birthday. Mrs W. A. Smith un- 

derwent a major operation at the 
Methodist hospital in Omaha Sat- 
urday morning. .Mrs. L Pierce 
of Burwell was calling on Mrs 
Harve Lee, Monday. Mrs. Pierce 
was a judge of the County Fair 
exhibits for five or six years. 
E. H. Medcalf was sawing wood 
for some of our town residents 
the fore part of the week, going 
from here to Mrs. F. M. Clarks 
to saw wood. 

Pages Past 
50 YEARS AGO 

Howard Bryan was an arrival 
from Tekameh the firm of the 
week. J. B Anderson of Dor 

sey was a Page visitor on the 
first day of the year. J. B. and 
his neighbors bring a lot of trade 
to Page in the course of a year. 

Ethel Waring and family and 

Clarence Stevens and family 
spent Christmas in the H K 
Stevens home Autos were kept 
busy Monday Liking men out to 

fight the big praine fire near 

Middle Branch, Dec 28 More 
than 100 men, including the pas- 
tors of both churches, fought 
hard to bring it under control 
Charles Manning and Bror Begn- 
ston lost all their hay and R. K 
Stevens lost two stacks. Royal 
is preparing to dedicate their new 

trn thousand dollar school house 
G. W, Kincaid of Randolph, 

was a Page caller Tuesday 
George J. Timmermeier and his 

daughter, Mrs Faulhaber of Mid 
die Branch left Friday for a aev 

eral weeks vi*it in Kansas, Ok 
lahoma and Texas .Gus Han 
sen and family returned Monday 
from a visit wuh relatives at 

Randolph and Wayne 
40 YEARS AMI 

Mae Hartford, who has worked 
at the Orchard switch board the 
past year spent a fortnight with 
her parent*, Mr and Mrs. E P 
Hartford. WCTU reception was 
held at the home of Mr and 
Mrs. Kightlinger Mr and Mrs 

Andy Morton of O'Neill were Sun 
day dinner guests tn the James 
Carson home and supper guests 
at the R. D. Copes home. They 
are old friends of both families 

The*) Finley has built some of 
the finest homes in Page Gor- 
don Rakow celebrated his eighth 
birthday with a party of 16 guests 

Jan. 2. Thirty aw member* at 

tended the installation ai offUwra 
Wednesday evening with lira. G. 
L Roberge. state deputy, the **■ 

stalling officer Mrs. Murpgy 
ilrew the quilt Lunch t glorified 
rare, etc > was served by Mme*. 

M F PhiUipa, G L. Roberge, 
James A. Carson and F R. Cot- 
ton. Mrs Shannrr reported 
Uvat Christmas Day was Uie fin- 

est in forty years. 
_____ 

FRITZ'S 

Body Shop 
24 Hr. Wrecker Service 

Complete Body Work 
Glass Cut & Installed 

PHONE 
86 Day 473 Night 
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When Performance Is Measured 
— 

Records Show 

/dilEW STEER PREMA 
Steps up feedlot gains 
and feed efficiency 
returns you bigger 
BEEF PROFITS! 

We’ll gladly show you the feedlot results being pro- 
duced in both commercial and farm feeding operations 
with Steer Prema. This modern beef supplement l'ar‘ 

also help your cattle do better. 

SEE US FOR YOUR FEEDLOT SUPPLEMENT 

) 

O’NEILL GRAIN CO. 
O'Neill, Nebraska 

JMEW! 
LARGE DENOMINATION 
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1 GOLDEN TEN EQUALS 10 SINGLE STAMPS 

Easier To Handle • Saws Check-out l ime 
Saws Hasting Time. • Easier 'Jo Figure 

; NOW MORE THAN EVER IT’S EASIER TO SAVE FOR FREE 
GOLD BOND GIFTS 

For your convenience, you will receive both Golden Tens and single 
Gold Bond Stamps with your purchases. Each Golden Ten is equal to 
10 single stamps. You will receive one Golden Ten with each $1.00 
purchase you make and continue to receive one single Gold Bond Stamp 
with each 10^ purchase. And you can save both Golden Tens and single 
stamps in the same “Twin” savers book. 

GET YOUR FREE GIFTS WITH LESS SAVERS BOOKS 

The new Gold Bond “Twin” savers books fill quickly because they re- 

quire the same total number stamps as always. And because each 
savers book has greater average retail value, you need less savers 

books to get your choice of gifts both from America’s finest xnanufac- 
facturers plus finest imports from twenty foreign countries. You can 

continue to fill your present saver’s books which can always be redeemed. 

Save your GOLD BOND Stamps I 
this easier way! 

Ask for your 
new Gold Bond 
“Twin” Savers 0n *"3 ont 

! Book at your W 30 

favorite food “"t1' GoW 

store or other BorK! 

merchant OB... 
fhrinf Gold 
Bond Stampt 

DO NOT MIX SINGLE AND GOLDEN TENS ON ANY ONE PAGE 
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