Holt Soil and Water Conservatior

District Gives Annual Re

This is the report of the Holt
Soil and Water Conservation Dis
tricts activities and a complish

ments during the yvear 1959
e follow ng table is giver
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CeTia eedin creased with
2 A being accomplished by
cooperators. 1,539 acres of this wa
aone with the two-District owned
Nesbit drills. Grass ses dings were
maore successiu than before dus
o the use of the Neshit drill and
to the fact that more and more
ranchers and farmers are making
better od bed preparation by
seeding in a cover crop stubble
Fourteen Great  Plains  con-
tracts written this year brings

the total to 18 for that program
to date,
Four liv
sl0n
wells,

estock dams,
control dams, six
M acres of land
for irrigation, 1 mile of water
way, 22 acres of shelterbelt, 4
miles of fencing, 544 acres of native
grass seeding and 170 acres
tame pasture seeding are practices

two
livestock
leveling

Cro-

which have been completed to
date under the Great Plains Pro-
gram. All 18 farmers and ranch-

ers have considerable more work
to be accomplished in 1960 in add-
ition to work to be done on new
contracts to be written

Dam construction, 29 of them.
took a marked increase over the
past several years. 18 of these dams
were for livestock water and 11 for

erosion control. 16 of these dams
were constructed in  intermittent
spring flow which will provide

recreation facilities and fishing as
well as livestock water,

OCOOPERATION WITH
OTHER AGENCIES
We of the District appreciate all

the effort expended by the tech-
nical staff of the United States
Soil  Conservation Service in as
sisting our District, It is through
their efforts and cooperation and
the good work of our cooperators
that conservation continues to ex
pand in Holt county

The need for technical asssis-
tance continues to incerease. It is
our hope to be able to maintain
and expand our organization so

that the |rl'|}|1||' ol Holt county can

be served promptly and efficient-
ly. The understanding of conser-
vation today is better than it was
when Districts were first organ-
ized. So many of the practices
have proven themselves in con-
serving our soil and water, that

appheations for assistance in car-
ryving them out exceed our ability
to comply with all the requests
Conserving our natural resources
is a continuing and never ending
.]“h

The technical staff includes: Or-
ville Indra, soil scientist who ser-
ves several districts; Bob  Hill,
unit  conservationist; Weston D
Whitwer, conservationist; Vernon
Wortman, conservationist and Wil- |
lis Sanders, conservation aid. Mrs
Deane Reed has continued to serve
as part time clerk. Funds provid- |
ed by the county and the state|
committee have provided this cler-

Conservation Practice
Gradient and level terraces
Diversions

Sod waterways
Erosion control dams
Livestock water dams

Leveling irvigatable cropland

Wells for livestock water
Initinl establishment or improve-
ment of permanent cover

Establishment of permanent cover

Protecting field borders, dams,
dikes and ditch banks

Vegetative cover for crop rotations

Summer cover crops

Treatment of cropland by liming

Tree planting for erosion control
and required fencing

Forestry improvement

Field striperopping

Deferred grazing

Controlling blow-out areas

listed practices are
carried in five different groups
for budgeting purposes. These
groups are listed with an esti-
mated amount paid for each group
in the 1959 program year.
Group A (practices 1 through 12)
$15,578.08
Group B (practices 13 through 17
and practices 32 A and 31A)
22,964.43
Group C (practices 18 through 24)
9,804.84
Group D (practices 26 through 28)
7,273.04

The above

Group E (practice 30)

411.60
Total $56,031.99
Part of these payments were

paid by a CMS Purchase order
form and a few used assignment
form of payment. The Holt Soil
and Water conservation district re-
ceived no payments through the
CMS plan and nine payments
through the assignment plan.
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operators and writing plans
new Wiperators l il I
nished much techr 1l Ass ANCe
for the irious ACP practices, and
LV ntinued to develop oAt
Plains plans. Sixteen Great 1ins
contracts were sj d during the
YVEear I'he SCS personnel has set
up a plan for contacting all c¢o
operators in Ranges 15 and 16 to
help with their technical problems
and revise their plans where nec-
essary. By following this plan, all|
cooperators will be contacted at|

least once in every four years
| The Holt Soil and Water conser-
vation District and the Holt Ex-
tension Board again sponsored a
joint annual meeting. The meeting
[ was held at the Legion hall in O'-
{ Neill. Mr. Ray Switzer of Sioux
City was the principal speaker
The ASC office, in cooperation
with the Soil and Water ("uns(‘r\u-!
tion District and Soil Conservation |
technicians, the Extension Service

FHA and the Forest Service
through the Agricultural Conser-
vation Program achieved the fol-
lowing accomplishments during
the year

The 18589 Holt County Agricul

tural Conservation program shared

with farmers in the Holt Soil and
Water conservation district the
cost of establishing selected con-
servation practices needed to im-
prove indd protect their soil, water
and woodland recources. The ACP
wis administered by the locally
elected  Agricultural  Stabilization
and Conservation (ASC) county
committee

In addition to sharing the cost
of const rvation ilr:n'lh s, T|1-' coun
ty ACP also }u~||u‘|l provide tech-
nical services necessary to the

success of the practices by trans
ferring $3,006.49 to the Soil Conser-
vation Service

The program was designed so
that —along with conservation edu-
cation technical services and
other conservation efforts it would
be most useful in meeting local
conservation problems. |

Most of the
out on farms with
ing were needed land treatment |
measures in the program of the |
Holt Soil and Water conservation |
district, I

During the 1959 program year |
about $56,031.99 of ACP cost-shar-
ing was used on 212 farms in the
Holt Soil and Water conservation
distriet to help solve particular
problems by establishing needed
conservation practices. This repre-
sented about 8 percent of the farms

practices carried
ACP cost-shar-

in the District. These practices

included :

Farms Extent
1 12,650 Linear ft.
2 820 linear ft.
5 T7.841 linear ft
T 23,354 cubic yds
11 32,480 cubic yds.
3 T08 acres
64 72 structures
13 Jol acres
19 616 acres
l ‘ acres
31 197 acres
2 125 acres
12 320 acres
49 3.8 rods: 120 acres
2 3.8 acres |
1 235
14 4,706 acres
19 71 acres
Assignment form of payment

was also eligible under the con.

servation reserve program. The

Holt Soil and Water Conservation
District received seventeen assign-
ment payments under this program.

The district has had good coop-
eration from both the Federal
Fish and Wildlife Service and the
State Game Commission. The dis-
trict places orders for cooperators
desiring Federal fish to stock farm
ponds. During the year bass and

bluegill were delivered to stock
six ponds in Holt county.

The State Game Commission
has supplied planting stock and

fencing material for a number of
wildlife plantings. Gerald Chafin,
land manager or the Game Com-
mission which has headquarters at
Bassett in this area, has spent con-
| siderable time in the Holt district
| taking care of requests of cooper-
ators for wildlife areas.

The Game Commission also car-
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in a government which is
choice of the nation.
— Joseph Bonaparte.

Good frie;1c;|s like to get together NEBRASKA DIVISION

over cool, sparkling glasses

beer. Beer is so refreshing and
friendly. It is that festive touch
that adds good cheer to a pleas-
ant time. Enjoy it!
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A meeting was held with local
native grass seed producers A
numbe of cooperators are pro-
g switchgrass, sandlove grass
westem, Indian grass and vetch
in quantities large enough to han-
ile all of our local needs. In ad-
diti considerable amounts of
little bluestem, side oats grama,
crested wheat grass and interme-
diate wheat grass were consigned
These growers and the district de-
termined prices and poliey. Seed

is handled by the district on a con-
signment basis

District supervisors attended
area meetings in Broken Bow in
March and December. Four of the
supervisors attended the conven-
tion of the National Association of
SWCD's at Houston, Tex., in Febru-
ary and the State Convention at
Scottsbluff in October.

4- Hteams from the Holt district
took the first and second places
in the area range judging contest
and first and third places in the
state contest. They are now eligible
to participate in the National con-
test to be held in Oklahoma

On September 17 and 18 in coop-

eration with Miss Alice French
the  county superintendent  of
schools, the distriet held a con-
servation workshop institute for
the rural teachers. This was a
very successful venture and we
received the assistance also from
the State Soil and Water Conser
vation committee, the University
Extension Serviee and others. For
two weeks after the Institute, con-
servation was taught in the rural

schools and at the end of that time

the district sponsored a poster con-
test in conservation, SixX winners
wore selected from among  those
entered. An essay contest was also

held with over 80 entries being re-
ceived. Six winners were also chos-
en from among these. Prizes to
the schools and winning essay wri-
ters will be presented at the annual
meeting. soi]

The Distriet also cooperated in
the County Government Day held
in the county each year in the
fall

On October 15 the district held
a Tth and 8th grade conservation
day. The program was held at the
O'Neill publie school. In the morn-
ing the pupils were taken outside

where members of the Board cof
Supervisors and SCS personnel
showed them different phases of

conservation work, In the afternoon
they were shown films and heard |
talks on conservation of Soil and |
Water, forests and wildlife.
r 4 |
ACCOMPLISHMENTS |
During 1959 the distriet purchas-
ed a second native grass seed drill. |
This will do a great deal to help |

ret hetter stands of native grass-|
es. This drill will sow seeds of ~I11-!
ferent sizes and weights at the
same time with controlled rates
of seeding on all seeds individually
Ve also have a scalper to clean
bluestem and Indian grass seeds

and other bulky grasses.
The district owns two tree plant-
ers. The planting of trees 1s one

of our more important programs.
Many thousands of trees are plant-
ed in Holt county each year.

AWARDS PROGRAM
During the year the Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation district sponsored

ates general interest is the Awards

Range Inter-seeder purchased by the Holt SWOD. Its use last
vear was very successful and prospects are for considerable use of
this new machine this year.

An itstand st Ve \ hriz hatit
18 ner and his w cho- a bette ’ wling e D
sen  and  aerial photograph is t ! 1 minds of tl nera
taken of the farmst I'his public
photograph mg with 87 others
iIs always displayed at the innual FUTURE OUTLOOK
meeting of the Nebraska Assocla Goals call for an increased nutm-
tion of Soil Conservation districts. ber of new and revised plans for
:'h: award photograph was SPON- | cooperators of the district It ap-
sored this year by the O'Neill Na- poyrs that surface igation will
tional Bank. The farm of Mr. Da- he somewhat increased. There will
vid Keidel of Stuart was chosen he g bigger di mand for erosion
for the award. The picture Is now  control dams and livestock watet
. : 3 N e e L 4 1 LK ai
on display at the O'Neill National dams
Bank and it will be presented to  We believe that the Great Plains

Mr. Keidel at the annual meeting

The Holt Soil and Water Conser-
vation district entered the follow-
ing contests: The Goodyear con-
test with Ivan Minshall of Page
being the cooperator chosen to
represent the distriet.

The Sioux City Permanent Ag-
ricultural Program with Carroll
C. Summerer of Ewing, Darel
Bright of Atkinson and Edward
Sterns of Atkinson being the coop-

erators chosen to represent the
district

'he Holt district also particpa-
ted in the Omaha World-Herald

contest.

GENERAL ATTITUDE

The attitude of the cooperators
and of the public is very favorable
especially when the individual un-
derstands the function of the dis-
irict program.

Most cooperators are aware that
the office staff must schedule their
work a week or more in advance
and are willing to request help in
advance so that they can be work.
ed into the ‘-l'h"l’”-]l'_ |

Local businessmen are always
willing to sponsor our awards pro-
gram. We feel that meetings with
the flllh]l]l‘ﬁ.“éll]l'll. the ministe rs, our
Soil Stewardship Sunday program,

program is an excellent opportun
ity for cooperators to complete
their conservation job with the as-
sistance of cost-shares and the
technical help of a complete con-
servation plan. This program is be-
Ing received enthusiastically by all
who have contracts developed for

their farms or ranches Three
members of the Board of Super-
visors have Great Plains con-
tracts and as a board we feel that
we need to take the lead in en-
couraging this program in every
way possible

The Holt Soil and Water Conser-
vation District tries to:

l. Create a general awareness
of the national urgeney for conser-
ving and developing natural resour-
ces to meet the demands of a rap-
idly expanding United States popu-
lation.

Convinee all who use and man-

land that Nebraska's future
depends on the use of each acre in
iccordance with its needs for con-
servation development and im-
vement,

Persuade

Age

;l:1>
farmers and ranch-
that the failures of a few to
for our land and water re-
sources peopardizes the rights of all
to own and manage land
they

¢rs
care

Lse as

fit.
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Dam under construction on H
part of Mr. Krugman's Great Plains contract. Smith and Son of Ver-
digre, contractor.

H. Krugman
Has Good Farm
Under Program

Mr. Krugman is building a soil
and water conservation farm with
a Great Plains conservation pro-
gram contract, technical assistan-

acres | several programs. One which cre- | ce from the local Soil Conserva-

tion service technicians, initiative

YOU DON'T NEED A CLUTCH-
JUST A LIGHT FINGER TOUCH!

wheel.

Now, for the first time,
you can shift on-the-go

Fa

ELECT-O-SPEED
ALL-PURPOSE DIESEL TRACTORS Ve

Hydraulic power does the actual
shifting, but it's controlled by this
handy lever under the steering

to any speed you want, any power you need, by
a simple touch of your finger! Ford Select-O-Speed
All-Purpose Diesel Tractors give finger-tip, clutch-
less shifting to any of 10 forward and 2 reverse
speeds so you can match rugged diesel pull-

power and speed exactly,

instantly, to changing

field conditions. And with Ford's new independent
PTO, you engage or disengage the PTO shaft
on-the-go, at any time. Come in and test drive a
Ford Select-O-Speed All-Purpose Diesel Tractor
today — see what it can do for you!

Marcellus Implement

and Tractor

, Nebr. Phone 5

| management

arvey Krugman farm. This was a

and good farming know-how
Before entering the Great Plains

program, Harvey built 4 earthen

dams with the financial assistance

{of the County Agricultural Conser-
| vation Program, planted 11 acres
of trees for field windbreaks and

|'_’ acres of trees to protect the
| farmstead. However, there were
| SO l1l-’l1't_\' more conservation [)l'il.l'-I
tices he wanted to put on his farm
that he was unable to do it by him-
self. |

In May, 1959, Harvey signed a|
Great Plains contract and obtain-
ed the technical assistance of the|
Soil Conservation Serviee in mak-
ing a plan of operations and cost-
sharing from the Federal Govern- |
ment on conservation practices
planned for his farm.

Last October a livestock water
dam and an erosion control dam
consisting of 10,000 cubic yards of
dirt moved and approximately 150
feet of metal tubes were completed
with 75 percent of the total costs
paid by the Great Plains program.

In the next four years Harvey
plans to build nearly 4 miles of ter-
races, 1 mile of diversions, seed
100 acres of native grass for pas-
ture and meadow, seed % acres
of cool season tame grass pasture,
constiruet nearly 2 miles of fence,
drill 1 livestock well, plant 3 acres
of trees for a livestock windbreak
and construct and seed approxi-
mately three fourths of a mile of
waterways. Also included in the
plan will be the proper use of the
native and tame pastures, deferred
grazing and contour farming.

Harvey is very enthusiastic
about the Great Plains program
and what it is doing for his land.
He says, “The program has made
it possible for me to put all the
conservation practices on the land
that will conserve the soil and wa-
ter and make an efficient and pro-
fitable operating unit."”

Area V-P Gives
Ideas For Good
ASC Plan

Tony Krebs, area vice president
of the National Association of Soil
Conservation Distriets and a mem-
ber of the Great Plains Action
committee from South Dakota, said
this about a complete Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation plan:

“Once, I watched with great in-
terest, the building of a small bus-
iness house in the town where I
live. The owner hoping to cut cor-
ners, did not get an architect to
draw up a plan. As a result, there
have been many times when such
things as doors and windnws had
to be re-located, new electrical out-
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In Holt county there to date
18 farmers and ranchers with plans
of operation and contracts in the
Great Plains program extending
from 1958 through 1966 that cover
19646 acres and $48.876.30 in
timated cost-share funds obligated.

The conservation practices in-
cluded in the 18 contracts that are
planned by 1967 are:

1414 acres of cropland
planted to native grass. 481
of range inter-seeding. 51.5
or 33,768 trees to plant. 16
of fence construction. 7
waterway development. 4 miles of |
terraces. 3 miles of diversions. 3|
erosion control dams. 5 livestock |
water dams. 2 irrigation dams. 17|
livestock wells. 83 acres of land |
leveling

The list of non-cost practices in
cluded in the plans are 12,164 acres
of proper use on pasture, 180 acres

farm
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acres |
miles

of irrigation water management
124 acres of contour farming and
154 acres of stubble muleh tillage. |

Revell, Bilstein
To Get "Tree

Farm” Awards

Two local ranchers E. J tevell
of Opportunity, and Ernest Bill
stein of Swan Lake, will be the
first to receive the Tree Farm
Awards in Holt county.

They will be presented certifi-
cates and Tree Farm signs at the
Conservation Awards Night spon-

sored by the Soil and Water Con-
servation Distriet on Friday March
11

These two ranchers are reco-
gnized as having made outstand-
ing tree plantings on their ranches.
Along with this they have displayed
a good deal of interest in Forestry,
according to Dick Gavit, District
Extension Forester of Pierce. |

The Tree Farm Program is a|
nation wide program that L:i\'(-sJ
recognition to persons that have |
made forestry plantings and follow
the best recommended ft)l'n-e-alr'yl
practices main- |

in

taining these tree plantings on
their ranches. |

The tree planting's on  both
ranches are  multiple  purpose

plantings as they furnish food and
cover for wildlife as well as pro-
tection for the soil from wind and
water erosion. In addition these
plantings as protection for
livestock,

Mr. Billstein planting of Jack
pine was made in the early 1920's
on a quarter section to control a
blow-out area and has proved very
sucessful. He is planning to start

serve

[ the removal or thinning of the|
trees and utilize them as fence
posts after treating with penta-

chlorophenol, He also plans to re-

plant these areas to Ponderosa
pine.
Mr. Revell has made two diffe-

rent types of tree plantings thru
the years. He has a good farmstead
windbreak which protects his feed-

lots and farm buildings. He also
has plantings surrounding some
of his fields which furnish pro-

tection for his fields.

WOODLAND MANAGEMENT
Management practices or wind-
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Bolby Hill O'Neill has harvest
d mature maple and cottonwood
from his windbreak for the lumber
o be used on the farm. The remain
ing trees will provide another sup
ply of lumber 1n several vears
sSeveral rows of red cedm has
been added on the north of the old
windbreak for wind protection on
the ground level.

Benefits can be received by pro

per management in
areas in the county
“The killing or removal «

many

efficient,” Gavit states
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Evergreens are the backbone of
a windbreak as they give maxi
mum wind protection. They are

Evergreens will grow in

all soils and mixed
trees but thrive bett
sunlight conditions
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 Area Workshop

I'he Soil Conservation Workshop
held in O'Neill last September was
considered on of the best |'-_\ the
teachers. Conservation ha heen |
studied in our schools for vears
but at this workshop many prae
tical things were provided which
could be taken home and used |

All schools were asked to work |
on conservation in the w:'l..ll

aska, Thursday, March 1@, 19080
tw weeks and
W L ! 1585¢'s
W wias a valuable
\ i small and the
wiork together as a group
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tiean Fn 1sh project
] h ht the study of wild
nd (14! resounrces several
inged a wild life sanctu
ATy I'hey have continmed to feed
ind wateh the birds and other
small nimals . wintet To
other children the high light was
the tour when they saw  erosion,
contouring, terracing, dams, var
ous prasses and shelter belts

Other schools had a program for

the parents when the study was
completed. Here they had a chance
to give the pledge, display the

| desirable species and possibly the work done and demonstrate the
[ planting of evergreens in many experiments learned
[windbreaks will make them more

Many students were asking at
the end of the unit

Why would anyone be so dumb
ns to ignore soil conservation?

Why can't are
wasting soil?

Why would people overgraze pas-
tures?

Why would anyvone plow
down hills?

I'o all of us this has been a very

people see they

up and

worthwhile experience and I'm
sure the children will notice and
discuss the good and bad practices
of conservation which they observe
from time to time

Alice 1. French, Co, Supt

DR. D. E. DAVID
OPTOMETRIST
Complete Visaal Coare
Contact Lenses
By Appointmaent  Phone 2101
Spencer, Nebraska

for
GREATER
small grain

PROFITS

Lincoln Pellet-8ized Fertilizer applied to wheat and

other small grain

according

to recommendations

will pit more money in your pocket at harvest time,

Recommended anal
tieular ecropping
Sized 15-156-0,
8-32-0.
Lincoln Pellet-Slze
Chemix grades
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crops and solls,

Y 8¢
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d
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Fertilizers

g depending upon your par-

Lincoln Dellet-
12-12-12 and

include
10-20-10,

avallable in all
better results because
Nebraska for Nebraska

ORDER YOUR SUPPLY NOW
West Lumber & Coal

Page, Nebraska

With a Big-Capacity JOHN DEERE Model 'S" Disk Harrow

For big-capacity, acre-eating disking that
reduces field time and tillage costs, choose a
John Deere Model "S" Disk Harrow.

It's not unusual to single-disk up to 125
acres a day with the 21-foot Model "S.”” The
11-1/2-, 15-, and 18-foot sizes have proportion-
ately big daily capacities. For roughing
stubble or working summerfallow . . . for

HARRY R. SMITH

AR
iy ¥
ﬂu‘u.vlﬂ

O’Neill, Nebraska

preparing seedbeds or disking cornstalks . . .,
for every single-action job, the Model "'S" is
ideal. And, you can do excellent double-
disking by lapping half each time. Advanced
design and rugged construction assure good
work for more years. Positive rope control or
hydraulic Powr-Trol provides easy operation.
See us for complete details.

IMPLEMENTS

20 Vo JOHN DEERE Dealer /2 QUALITY FARM EQUIPMENT




