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Welcome, Ben Kuroki

The York Republican a weekly newspaper, soon will be in
the hands of Ben Kuroki, 32, a Japanese-American originally
from Hershey, near North Platte. Ben becomes the first Nisei to
edit and publish a newspaper in the state.

Ben's first issue will be in the mail on June 8—but little of
the work will be his own. A handful of Nebraska weekly news-
paper people have been at work in York producing a special
edition—sort of send-off for Ben. It will appear on that date.
Meanwhile, Ben is winding up his schooling at the University of
Nebraska where next month he will graduate from the school of
journalism.

Behind Ben Kuroki is an amazing war record and a heart-
breaking story of problems posed by racial prejudice by people
who didn’t understand.

He was born at Hershey, son of a potato farmer. Day after
Pearl Harbor he and his brother drove 150 miles to enlist. He was
the object of bitter attacks by fellow Americans because he was
of Japanese ancestry. He pleaded to get overseas with the air
force, he begged to be taught how to handle the .50-calibre ma-
chine guns on a big B-24 Liberator bomber, he practically stowed
away in order to get into the fight in 1942 from a bomber base
in England.

He was immediately accepted by a handful of fellow warriors
but was continually shoved around by some of the others because
his skin was yellow, his eyes slanted and his short, black hair
bristled. .

Ben Kuroki fought the Hitler and Mussolini war machines in
the skies over Northwest Europe, over North Africa, in the Mid-
dle East and in the Balkans. He volunteered for the famous low-
level attack on the Ploesti oil fields in Romania, August 1, 1943,
and was aboard 1 of 2 planes in his flight of 9 that returned
safely.

The nightmarish dream of Ploesti stands as one of the epic
battles of all time in American history. From Ploesti the Axis
powers were drawing one-third of their oil supplies.

During his career Ben was forced down over Spanish Mor-
occo and interned. He tried to escape for he imagined dire hap-
penings because of his color. He was captured by native guards,
flown to Madrid, Spain, in a Junkers 88 (German aircraft). Our
state department arranged for his safe return to England.

Already a veteran of 25 missions, Ben was supposed to quit
flying and fighting because he had far exceeded what medical
authorities thought any man could stand at that stage of the war,
when fighter protection was not yet developed. He flew 5 more
missions for his brother, who couldn’t get overseas.

Kuroki returned to the U. S. a highly-decorated hero. But the
stay was short. He arranged with Gen. George C. Marshall to go
to the Pacific theater to fulfill his avowed plan to fight to the
finish—to bomb Tokyo. There had been a War Department in-
struction to prevent all Japanese-American military personnel
from going into combat in the Pacific. Thus, Ben became the first
Nisei to fly and fight against his ancestors.

Finally, war ended, he returned to the states with a total of
58 bombing missions to his credit. He was acclaimed as a war
hero and besieged by autograph hunters.

Ben spoke on the New York Herald-Tribune forum in 1945
with General Marshall and Gen. Jonathan Wainright. He also

appeared on the Town Hall of the Air and his story was published |

in Readers’ Digest. A book, “Boy from Nebraska,” was published
by Harper Bros. Ben was in demand for personal appearances,
telling in his shy, Nebraska way the story of his war against the
Axid and his problems with people who couldn’t understand that
even though he was of Japanese ancestry he was an American.

Ben married a girl from Pocatello, Ida., and went to the
University of Nebraska “where I belonged.” He originally plan-

ned to go to the college of agriculture, at the last minute switch-
ed to journalism,

The Frontier has a personal interest in Ben Kuroki. The
Frontier's editor and Ben went overseas together and we know a
little about what Ben went through. During his training at the
university, Ben, now the father of two little girls, has made a
number of trips to O’'Neill and recently, while angling for a news-
paper and a place to locate, made a series of 3-day stops at our
plant with a view toward learning some of the practical aspects
of publishing a weekly newspaper,

I!; is needless for us to say that we think York is very fortu-
nate in having Ben Kurcki become a citizen of that community,

We congratulate Ben, we welcome him into the Nebraska
newspaper fraternity, and we wish him God-speed.
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SPECIAL OFFER
By The

O'NEILL PHOTO Co.

O’Neill, Nebr.

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY THE O'NEILL PHOTO CO.
will furnish The O'Neill Frontier with baby pictures that will
be used in connection with a feature story. This offer good
only with a photogrqphic order amounting to $5.00 or more,
You select the size you wish from our complete line of fold-
ers—easels, enlargements and frames,
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Where the land stretches free to the beckon- y q gy o A

car can give.

pretty rough?”’

They don’t have to be
Not to a Buick owner.

rigid torque-tube.

relaxation.

ing horizon, where the air is clear of city
smoke and the highway's fumes, where a man
and his family can really enjoy the pleasure a

“But the roads,” you say, ‘““— aren’t they

For here you've a car gifted with the special
gentleness of soft cod/ springing all around. A
car steady-keeled with a massive frame and

A car that quicksteps silkily over washboards
and rutty gravel, gives wavy black-top a fluent
buoyancy that dresses each mile in rest and

Even your mighty power plant — cradled

else on the highway.

paved to be pleasant.

FOUR-WAY
FOREFBONT
This rugged front end
(1) sets the style nole,
(2] saves on repair cosls 8
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fng and goraging easier,

individually replaceable,

tical bars are

voids “‘locking
‘ (4] makes park-

O’NEILL

R T T WHEN BETTER AUTOMOBILES ARE BUILT BUICK WILL BUILD THEM

like — even this is part of the picture.

But why just go by that? As close as your
Buick dealer there’s a SPECIAL, a SUPER or a
ROADMASTER that’s itching to tell its own
story — without any obligation on your part.

Go try it — over the boulevards and out be-

*Standard on ROADMASTER, optional at extra cost on SUPER and
SeeciaL models.

A part of the special feel of riding in a Buick
—a feel we do not think is equaled anywhere

your life in a Buick!

Only BUICK has Dynaflow— and with it goess

HIGHER-COMPRESSION Fireball valve-in-head power in three

engines. (Naw F-263 engine in SUPER models.) * NEW-PATTERN
STYLING, with MULTI-GUARD forefront, taper-through fenders,
“double bubble” taillights « WIDE-ANGLE VISIBILITY, close-up
road view both forward and back * TRAFFIC-HANDY SIZE, less
overall length for easier parking and goroging, short turning

radius * EXTRA-WIDE SEATS cradled between the axles * SOFF

with

//

BUICK RIDE, from all<oil springing, Safety-Ride rims, low-pressure
tires, ride-steadying forque-tube * WIDE ARRAY OF MODIELS

Body by Fisher.

WHATEVER YOUR PRICE RANGE

by B,

Tune In HENRY J, TAYLOR, ABC Network, every Monday evening,
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